
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
Theology of Everyday life (Part 2) 
Last week we started off by discussing what is at stake when we do not have a biblical understanding of everyday life.  
What we meant by “everyday life” are the activities that we participate in from Monday through Saturday. We 
discussed  how  having  a  proper  theological  understanding  of  our  life  outside  Sunday  is  tremendously  significant  
because it has to do with the core question of what it means to be a Christian.   We discussed how Christ came and 
called  people  to  be  disciples-  followers  and  adherents  whose  lives  reflected  that  of  the  Savior.  This  means  that  a  
follower of Christ cannot contain God to a few hours on Sunday.  This week, I’d like to examine how the concept of a 
compartmentalized God come about. 
One-way to describe the idea of a compartmentalized God is as a division between the secular (earthly) and sacred 
(spiritual).  Things in the secular realm are what people would consider practical, worldly, and physical.  Things in the 
sacred realm are spiritual, emotional, and non-physical.   
The idea of compartmentalization of God is not a new one.  In the Old Testament, the psalmist talks of men who act as 
if God is not aware of their actions. “and they say, ‘The LORD does not see; the God of Jacob does not perceive.’”  (Psalm 
94:7 ESV)  The prophet Jeremiah chastised the inhabitants of Jerusalem because they thought that the basis of their 
protection was simply because the temple was located in Jerusalem.  Although God’s temple was located in the city, 
they conducted their life as they pleased.  Both of these passages reflect an attitude that relegates God to one sector of 
life and not another. 
Historically, the division between the secular and the sacred has changed over the years.  In the early church, the 
division between what was secular and sacred was not clearly delineated.  Paul writes various things to the churches 
about how the Christians were to conduct themselves in the secular realm.  Citizens were taught to honor authorities 
(Rom.13:1-2).  Slaves were taught to honor their masters (Eph. 6:5-6).  Masters were taught to treat their masters with 
respect (Eph. 6:7, Col. 4:1).   
There was a marked shift however when Christianity became the dominant religion of Rome in the 4th Century.  Prior 
to this, to be a Christian meant running the risk of persecution.  When the persecutions stopped, there were those who, 
in  seeking  after  a  deeper  spiritual  piety,  became  monks  or  nuns.   The  Roman  Church  throughout  the  centuries  
commissioned several organizations known as “orders” that helped people to live more pious lives.  By the time of the 
Reformation in the 16th Century, there was a stark contrast between those who were clergy and those who were not.  
Those who engaged in the activities of these monastic orders were considered spiritual, whereas the activities of the 
laity were considered secular. 
As the leaders of the Reformation began to study Scripture, they began to see that this tradition had resulted in a two-
tiered level of Christianity.  Those who were clergy were seen as more spiritual than those who were of the laity.  This 
was contrary to the teachings of Scripture that say that all  who belong to Christ are all  called to holiness (1 Pet.  2:9,  
Eph. 4:12, 1 Thess. 2:12).  All things good are to be received with thanksgiving (1 Tim. 4:4).  Whatever we do we are to 
do it in the name of Jesus and with a heart of thanksgiving (Col 3:17).  Working is to the glory of God (Col. 3:23), and 
even eating and drinking can be done to the glory of God (1 Cor. 10:31).   
The secular-sacred divide did not end with the Reformation.  In the 18th Century in what philosophers call “The Age of 
Enlightenment”, a “new” era of thinking arose.  This age emphasized the use of human reason and logic to understand 
the world.  According to the philosophy of the age, what exists is what can be rationalized and experienced with the 
senses.   Anything  outside  of  that  is  unknowable.   One  of  the  big  names  that  advanced  this  idea  was  a  man  named  
Immanuel  Kant.   He  categorized  things  in  two  groups:  that  which  belongs  to  the  physical  realm  and  can  be  tested  
empirically (physical matter, science), and that which belongs to the realm that is untestable (emotion, art, 
spirituality).  He said that truth could be discovered only in the areas that can be tested empirically, and anything 
outside of that should be discarded as superstition and speculation.  This philosophy fueled a division between that 
which is secular and spiritual- the effects of which we are still seeing today. 
The problem with Kant’s thinking of course is that even though we cannot see God, he has revealed himself to us in 
Scripture. Kant assumes that we cannot know about what we do not see, but God’s Word reveals to us the truths that 
we cannot know through science and sinful human reasoning. Scripture shows us that God is actively working and 
present in the material world that we see, live, and work in. There is no divide between science and worship; God is 
not relegated to the unknowable, irrelevant, mystical areas of life.  
How are we to bridge the gap between the secular and the spiritual?  The only way to do this is by the work of the Holy 
Spirit in revealing what is true about him through the Word of God.  Next week we will see more about how to think 
about this divide from a Biblical perspective. 


