
From The Desk of Pastor Jeff  
Theology for the Layman (Part 1) 

     One day, while Martin Luther was still a monk living in a convent, he decided to plant an apple tree.  
Another monk saw Martin planting a tree and thought that his time could be used in more spiritual 
endeavors.   The fellow monk decided to challenge the would be tree-planter by asking him, “Martin, if 
Jesus came back tomorrow, what would you want him to find you doing?”  Martin Luther paused for a 
minute and said, “Planting an apple tree.” 

     This story is attributed to Martin Luther, but as far as I can find, the story is not confirmed to be true.  
However it raises a very good question.  As Christians, how are we to look upon our work?  How am I 
supposed  to  look  at  the  normal  everyday  activities  of  life?   What  do  our  activities  from  Monday  to  
Friday have anything to do with our worship on Sunday?  What I’d like to do is examine this question: 
How are we to understand our everyday activities from a Biblical perspective?  

    For  the  next  few  weeks  I’d  like  to  examine  our  theology  concerning  everyday  life.    How  are  we  
supposed how the gospel in relation to work?  Being a stay-at-home Mom?  Being a student?  Being sick 
in  the  hospital?   I’d  like  to  examine  this  topic  by  asking  four  questions:  What  is  at  stake  in  having  a  
theology  for  everyday  life?   How  do  we  as  Christians  see  our  everyday  activities?   What  was  God’s  
original intent for our everyday lives?  How does God redeem our everyday activities?   

     This week I’d like to ask the question, “Why are we asking about a theology for everyday life?”  Why 
should we be thinking about this? 

     The  purpose  of  asking  this  is  not  simply  so  that  we  can  have  a  theological  discussion  or  an  
intellectual exercise.  At the heart of this issue is the very question of what it means to be a Christian.  
In  other  words,  what  is  at  stake  is  whether  a  person  is  a  Christian.   I’m  convinced  that  what  passes  
today  for  Christianity  is  very  different  than what  Christ  intended for  his  followers.   For  many today,  
Christianity is a religion that is confined to a few hours on Sunday morning or evening.  In reality, what 
Christ called for is a radical departure from what most people would expect. 

You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I 
have done to you. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 
than the one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. John 13:13-17 (ESV) 

     In this passage, Jesus uses two words to describe his relationship with his disciples- Teacher and Lord.  
Both  words  refer  to  someone  in  a  position  of  authority  over  another.   The  first  word  describes  a  
student-teacher relationship.  The second term Jesus “Lord” ordinarily would be used of a person in 
royal  authority,  but  in  the  context  in  which  Jesus  was  speaking,  had  divine  implications.   Jesus  was  
claiming the authority of divinity in dealing with his disciples. He was not only talking to his twelve 
disciples, but those who would become disciples through their obedience to his command in Matthew 
28:18-20 to “make disciples”.   

     The basic understanding of a disciple is a student.  It is someone who follows, obeys, trusts, believes, 
imitates,  and  replicates  the  life  of  the  master.   One  way  of  understanding  a  disciple  is  that  when  a  
disciple seeks the master for counsel, he has already committed to doing what the master says.  In this 
case, Jesus is their Lord and Teacher.  “What would you do in this situation?” the disciple asks. Before 
the Master even says a word, the attitude of the disciple is that whatever the teacher says, they would 
do it.   

     The implications of this understanding of what it means to be a Christian is vastly different than 
what  most  people  think.  To  be  a  disciple  goes  way beyond spending  a  few hours  a  week  in  a  church 
service.  A Christian intellectually assents to the Biblical truth that Jesus taught and lets this truth 
affect how they live their life.  To hear and disobey is not to hear at all.   



     Not  only  is  Christ  our  Teacher  and Lord,  He  is  also  our  Savior.  The  message  of  Jesus  is  not  simply  
about obedience.  The Scriptures teach over and over again of our inability and failure to obey God.  In 
our  heart  of  hearts,  we  know that  we  fail  every  day.   The  gospel  is  about  how in  spite  of  our  failure,  
Christ came to save us and restore us to God. Thus we are challenged to learn how to live daily in the 
good news of the gospel and to run to the Savior.  It is to this topic that we will consider in the next few 
weeks. 

 


