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1,000 people and not have an incident," he said. 

       What many agreed was a perfect display of such chivalry occurred 

during the coronation event on Labor Day weekend. 

       At the end of his six-month reign as the King of Trimaris, Packard 

asked his lady, Alyssa Batson, 28, (known in the society as Kate Amber-

lach), to come forward and be recognized. 

       As Batson knelt properly before her king with head bowed, Packard 

asked her to stand. He then dropped to his knees and asked her to marry 

him. 

       Amid wild cheers, Batson said yes. 

       "It's what every girl dreams of, is having their knight in shining armor 

proclaim their love in front of all the world," she said. 

       ABOUT THE SCA 

       For more information about the Society for Creative Anachronism, call 

Polk County Chapter President Pam Rogers at 682-4622. General informa-

tion can also be found at the society's official website, www.sca.org, or at 

the state's website, www.trimaris.org. 

     Photos by CALVIN KNIGHT/The Ledger: Baron Damien Von Blauwald 

(John Loehr of Orange Park) leads a procession to crown the new king of 

Trimaris during the Society of Creative Anachronism's fall coronation; In full 

armor, Sir Takamatsu allies advance during an honnor Lyst (battle) to settle 

a challenge with a group from the Crimson Hand. The Takamatsu group 

won; In full armor, Sir Odo battles Sir Takamatsu (David Rodgers of Lake-

land) during an honor lyst (battle). The Takamatsu group from the Shire of 

the Ruins (Polk County) won the battle; Tom Cook defends himself from his 

sword-wielding son Noah, 2, before battle; Baron Damien Von Blauwald 

(John Loehr) crowns Sir Mittian (Tom Opher) as the new King of Trimaris; 

Gothen Kylannson (Brad Lee of Kissimmee), in Visigoth armor, holds up a 

Roman helmet. 



58 

MEDIEVAL TIMES 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Ledger, The (Lakeland, FL)-November 4, 1999 

SCOTT WHEELER/The Ledger: Tommy Cook clutches shield and sword after 

he was downed by David Rogers, not shown, to the delight of fourth-

graders at Socrum Elementary School in Lakeland. The joust was part of a 

demonstration that culminated the study of medieval cultures at the school. 

The demonstrators are from the Polk County chapter of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism. 

 

2000 

EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Ledger, The (Lakeland, FL)-October 23, 1999 

SCOTT WHEELER/The Ledger: David Rogers, top left, and Rick Creider, of 

the Polk County chapter of the Society for Creative Anachronism, fight dur-

ing a demonstration for fourth-graders Friday at Davenport Elementary 

School. The event was part of the study of medieval times. At right, Jessica 

Gordon, 9, listens to members of the society talk about medieval times. At 

bottom, members of the society talk to fourth-graders at Davenport Elemen-

tary School. 

January 14-16, 2000—EVENT—Battle of Uji 

 Dogshin Qasar, event steward. 
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2001 

AT THE LIBRARY 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Ledger, The (Lakeland, FL)-March 19, 2001 

Author: CAROL SCHMIDT The Ledger 

'KNIGHTS' GIVE DEMONSTRATION 

       Medieval knights will appear at the Auburndale Public Library at 6 

p.m. Thursday. This will be a special performance by the Society for Creative 

Anachronism that is free and open to all ages. 

       Inside the library, the Imperial Polk County Gem and Mineral Society 

has an informative exhibit on display until the end of March. Be sure to pick 

up literature about the society as well as books about the displayed materi-

als. 

       The Auburndale library is at 100 W. Bridgers Ave. 

March 2001—DEMO—Auburndale Library 
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2002 

May 15, 2002—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

September 16, 2002—DEMO—Hartridge Academy 

October 12, 2002—DEMO—Beadmaking and BBQ 

November 11, 2002—DEMO—LCMA 

December 14, 2002—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

September 2002 

Services of the News Chief of Winter Haven 

 

********************************************** 

 

LESSON TEACHES CHIVALRY, LOYALTY 

 

WINTER HAVEN -- About 20 schoolchildren at the Hartridge Acad-

emy got a lesson in medieval combat Monday, as members of the 

Society for Creative Anachronism performed there. 

 

Members of the SCA are medieval re-enactors whose hobbies in-

clude the heraldry and dress of the Middle Ages. Hartridge Academy 

students were studying a unit on that time in history, instructors said. 

 

Third- through fifth-graders, who learned about King Arthur, knights 

and the ways of medieval times, watched attentively as the four 

members entertained them.  
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November 11, 2002 LCMA 

Dear Gentles of the Most Excellent Shire, 

 

The sixth grade of Lawton Chiles Middle Academy was treated to an absolutely thrill-

ing educational 

experience yesterday. 

The Countess Elena graciously extended her weekend to come to Lakeland and 

teach dance. We are now the proud owners of a large collection of Renaissance 

Dance Music and Eric's Dance Manual as a gift of the Countess to promote dance in 

our Shire. 

I tried to fool the kids into thinking that I knew something of Heraldry. After I com-

pletely misled them and misinformed them, I had them make their own devices. Oddly 

enough, I think they liked that. 

But the real treat came during 4th period when the entire sixth grade came to the gym 

and was treated to a spectacular demonstration of marshal arts. We had a big turnout 

and everyone did a great show. Sir Kurn and Tora Shiro explained the event to the 

wide eyed audience. Olaf, Ari Tyrbrandr, Shen Wu, and Lord Shobin gave riveting per-

formances with magnificent deaths. Jagatai drove all the way from Fort Myers to 

stand with and fight against his friends. Lorie was the Champion of all the Women and 

her victories brought cheers that made the roof tremble! 

In the Youth Combat division, Jonathan and Devin fought grimly. Before a chanting 

and cheering crowd, Jonathan vanquished his opponent. Forever will he be remem-

bered in the hearts of his fellow students. He will be particularly fondly remembered in 

the heart of one special girl to whom he presented a rose and dedicated his combat. 

He owes Devin a case of Mountain Dew for that. 

Most of us went out for lunch at Crispers after the big show. Sir Kurn, we missed you. 

The mundanes were properly freaked. For the first time, I was asked the immortal 

question, "Are you in a play?" 

"Yes", I said. "We're in a play." 

There was a school reporter interview with Jonathan and the Countess after school. 

The Lakeland Ledger covered the event as well. There is a nice big picture of Devin 

and Jonathan on page B3 of today's paper. 

Of course, they want us back next year. 

 

Yours in Service to the Dream,  Eridani 
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2003 

DUEL CITIZENSHIP 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Ledger, The (Lakeland, FL)-November 12, 2002 

MICHAEL WILSON/Ledger photos: Top: Johnathan Bearcaller, 12, a sixth-

grader at Lawton Chiles Middle Academy, left, joins Devin Kyle, 14, of Plant 

City in a demonstration of Medieval combat techniques during a Society for 

Creative Anachronism presentation at the Lakeland school on Monday. At left: 

Johnathan's classmates, including Jahfre Colbert, 11, center, and Nicki 

Hummel, 12, cheer the combatants on. 

February 6-7th, 2003—DEMO—Classical School of Lakeland 

February 20, 2003—DEMO—Alturas Elementary 

March 9, 2003—DEMO—Geneva Classical Academy 

May 5, 2003—CLASS—Heraldry given by Daniel von Hessen 

July 12, 2003—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

July 26, 2003—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

September 20, 2003—OUTING—Ringling Museum and Library field trip 

November 17, 2003—DEMO—LCMA 

November 22, 2003—CLASS—Blackwork Class 
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January 24, 2003—Seneschal’s Report 

There was a meeting of the Shire of the Ruins yesterday evening. Ithink 

there were about 14 people present. I'll try to give you a little summary of 

what happened. Please understand that in no way can I reproduce the glory 

of the moment and the excitement of the crowd. I just throw that in so you'll 

want to come to the next one. 

1) Ilyssa von Ritten is the Reservation Mistress for Crown Lyst Feb 28 to 

Mar 2. She is in need of warm bodies and alert minds with rudimentary math 

skills and a desire to see who's who.  

2) Remember that Demo on Feb 20th in Alturas for the Geneva Latin Acad-

emy of Lakeland. It is from about 5 pm till 8? Dinner at 6 pm. If you let me 

know whether you can come, I will be able to let them know how many to 

prepare for.  

3) We have a new Shire banner. It was artfully rendered by Ari Tyrbrandr. 

The device shows a flaming phoenix rising from a broken tower. It should 

look nice at events. 

4) Tora Shiro, our Herald, warns that if you are submitting a device that you 

submit a name at the same time or prior to submitting the device (coat of 

arms). Failure to do so will cause the registering people to throw it back at 

you and take your fee. 

5) Become a member of the SCA.  

6) Isebeau brought in her basket. Now we need to fill it with welcome little 

gifts for our King and Queen. Please bring it to our Seneschal, Jacqueline 

Fayrchild (mka Sheila) or bring it next meeting. 

7) More basket stuff. The Shire as a whole needs to make gifts for 

our King and Queen to present in baskets to other Kings and Queens at 

Gulf Wars. We will make 17 to 20 of the same item at a meeting on Feb 6th.  
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From the Lakeland Ledger--Education Notes 

Published: Sunday, March 9, 2003 at 12:01 a.m.  

Last Modified: Sunday, March 9, 2003 at 9:12 a.m.  

Geneva Classical Academy 

Geneva Classical Academy in Lakeland held a leadership training 

retreat for its seventh graders Feb. 20-21 at the DANA camp house 

in Alturas. Activities included a Medieval banquet and torchlight 

tournament. Members of the local chapter of the Society for Crea-

tive Anachronism participated. 

8)John Hammon is making a map of the shire and surounding environs.  

Lakeland is renamed Puddleton. Winter Haven is Dragonwing Valley.  He 

has a beautiful hand at drawing and lettering. It will be very pretty. 

9) We are planning to have a war. We would like to challenge 

Darkwater. We are not quite sure what the bone of contention is but we'll 

make up some excuse. We need a good place to fight.. 

Eridani  
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March 3, 2003  Crown Lyst Recap 

SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE and 

YOUR MEETING HAS BEEN MOVED TO A SECRET LOCATION 

I was never where I was supposed to be this weekend.   The SCA 
is very aggressive therapy for a punctual compulsive person.  I'm 
just going to have to learn to be okay with this. 

But I digress.   

Crown Lyst was a very intimate event.  There were no more than 
500 people which is one half to two thirds the usual numbers.  The 
reports of unpleasant weather and the recent deployments of mili-
tary men kept many home, I suppose.  Happily, at least the 
weather was not as bad as it was billed.  Friday evening was 
gloomy but it didn't rain until about 3am until 5am.  It poured 
then.  But all Saturday, the skies held back and there was even a 
bit of sun.  At worst a sprinkling occurred on Sunday.   

The tournament for the Crown was quite brief since there were 
only seven contenders. Alas, I missed the procession because the 
Lyst field was so neatly hidden behind the Rotary Hall that I did 
not see that there were people out there. YOUR MEETING HAS 
BEEN HIDDEN. Our own Jarl Stromek was fighting for the Count-
ess Dulcia.  He looked forbidding in executioner's black.  Sir Kurn, 
though usually a contender, was unable to fight in this con-
test.  The victor was Count Odo fighting for the Countess 
Elena.  The pair were King and Queen a year ago.  They were 
quite popular as monarchs and should have another interesting 
reign. 

The Champion of Trimaris competition was much larger and I sure 
didn't want to miss that one.  It was going to be exciting and, well, 
I was supposed to be inspiring one of the premier fight-
ers.  SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NO-
TICE.  Let's just move this tournament up two hours, no one will 
mind.  I almost missed this as I wandered off to Calontir 
Trim.  I did get back in time to see Sir Kurn masterfully blocking 
blows, delivering swift death, and wondering where the heck I had 
gone.  One Sir Kane (Kain?) won the fighting. 
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After lunch, the Youth Tournament was held.  There were 
more participants than ever.  They were able to divide the 
competition into two divisions 9-11 and 12 and over.  Jonathan 
fought Gavin of the Yew and Kiro.  Gavin is wiry and aggres-
sive. Kiro is taller than his glaive and he's fast.  Jonathan 
wore the chainmail shirt of Duke Baldur.  All fifty pounds of 
it.  He would not fight without it. And so, thus encumbered, he 
fought.  It was tough.  Jonathan did emerge the victor with a 
narrow win over Kiro. Shane, Devin, Justin, we need you out 
there!  More opponents=more fun. 

Anitra won Honorable Mention in the Poet Laureate competi-
tion.  Her poem on the origin of our Shire will be entered into 
the eternal record of great poems of the Kingdom.  Brava! 

I will spare you the details of trying to attend the new retainers 
meeting.  I volunteered to do that for the new Prince and Prin-
cess.  Suffice to say it was a case of both SCHEDULE SUB-
JECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE and YOUR MEETING 
IS BEING HELD IN A SECRET LOCATION! 

Feast was wonderful.  It was in the feast hall after court as 
usual.  I made it. 

The ball after dinner?  YOUR MEETING IS BEING HELD IN A 
SECRET LOCATION.  Once I found it was in the Rotary Hall it 
was way too late.  I was in the Camp of the Black Dragon 
Mongols having a great time and didn't emerge until late. 

Disclaimer:  The above account of my experience does not in 
any way intend to reflect badly on the management of the 
event.   They worked their toenails off and did a great 
job.  Also, I don't mean to malign heralds who probably were 
crying out these changes.  I just never am close enough to 
make out what they are saying.  It's my own fault for trusting 
too much in printed schedules. 

Eridani 
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May 6, 2003—Deputy Seneschal’s Report 

We had a pleasant afternoon at Mary's house on Sunday dis-
cussing the rules of heraldry.  Danny lead the discussion.  He 
made the point to make sure everything is correct on your 
forms, submit a name along with your device, and to give the 
forms to him.  Many people had some ideas for devices al-
ready.  We perused books and doodled with pens. 
  
We also talked about choosing names and personas.  Some-
times you know right away what era attracts you.  Other 
times you need to read a little history, find out a little Euro-
pean (or other) geography.  You don't need to rush into a 
choice.  You don't need to decide on your persona's entire life 
history either.  The more you read and the more you get in 
character, you will feel what is likely to have been their 
story.  Some people change personas after a while. 
  
Yours in Service, 
Eridani 
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August 29th, 2003 

There was a fair turnout considering how many people were 
wanting to come but still attached to their sewing machines or 
shoving boxes in their cars.  Many of us are off to the big event 
today and there is some serious excitement in the air. 
Our Shire banner is done and will be flying at Crown Lyst with all 
the others in a beautiful display of pageantry the like of which 
has not been seen before in this Kingdom.  Many houses and in-
dividuals also have been working on banners, pennons, and gon-
fallons, etc.  We should be seeing some real color at events. 
There are 15 contestants vying for the Crown in this Lyst.  By 
sundown on Saturday, our Majesties will have Heirs.  Two strong 
contenders are from the Ruins!  I wonder how many other Shires 
our size can boast of so many fine fighters. 
At Crown Lyst, Marie de la Mare, Jaqueline Fayrchild, Lori (newly 
christened Aelfwynn), Ari Tyrbrandr, Edwardus Johannes, and 
Daniel von Hessen will all be teaching classes for Youth Activi-
ties.  Thank You from me and from the Children of the Kingdom. 
Big News!  Meetings will now occur on the 3RD THURSDAY OF 
THE MONTH.  We realized that holidays and these big Kingdom 
events fall right on our regular meetings and many people get 
cheated out of coming.  So we're going to fix it so you won't have 
to sacrifice that SCA fix of the month and the Bennigan's outing 
afterwards. 
Our new Exchequer is Marie de la Mare.  Thanks to Ilyssa von 
Ritten for doing such a fine job until now. 
Our new Constable is Aidan McKenzie (did I get that right?) aka 
Lance.  Thanks to Shen Wu for his four year stint as Constable 
previously. 
There will be a field trip to the Ringling Museum Library on Sat 
Sept 20th.  The available spaces are filled and there is a bit of a 
waiting list.  If you are interested you can talk to Ilyssa von Rit-
ten. 
There is a Halloween Party at Ceridwen and Hiro, Hiro, uh, 
John's house on the 25th of October.  It is a costume party and 
guess what you are forbidden to wear!  Right, no garb. 
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Shobin and Isebeau have a Haunted House at their house on Lake 
Bonny every year on Friday the 31st.  The kids for miles around await 
this with bated breath.  They will be doing it again this year and would 
love help and creative suggestions.  email them 
 We are going to hold our Shire event (yes we are still planning on 
having one someday) at Brandon Rotary camp.  It has a long standing 
and financially reasonable relationship with the SCA.  At the event, we 
will be holding a raffle to raise funds for the Shire so we can have 
more events in the future.  Ilyssa of the golden hands is going to make 
an outfit, Daniel will be donating a seriously magnificent shield.  Sheila 
has a plaque belt. Find or make something or several things that will 
attract the eyes of Scadians and make them part with a few bucks for 
a chance to win.  And remember, Brandon is not a dry site.  Cordials 
and Meads make great choices. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Eridani 

Nov 22, 2003 

Greetings 
There will be a basic Blackwork (embroidery) class at Daniel & Jac-
queline's(Danny & Sheila) home Monday night starting at 7:30pm. I 
will be instructing and this is a hands-on class. It usually lasts about 
one hour and you will need a few materials if you wish to participate. 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
In Service, 
Ilyssa 
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2004 

January 2004—Persian Garb Class 

February 16, 2004—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

April 13, 3004—DEMO—R Bruce Wagner Elementary 

May 7, 2004—DEMO—Marshall Middle School  

May 12, 2004—CLASS—Persian Sewing 

June 19, 2004—CLASS—Illumination 

July 24, 2004—CLASS—Jewelry 

September 12, 2004—EVENT—Revel Alliance 

September 15, 2004—DEMO—Geneva Academy 

November 10, 2004—DEMO—Plant City 

November 11, 2004—DEMO—LCMA 

 

April 13, 2004 Demo R Bruce Wagner Elementary 

Okay guys, get those shiny suits back on! Thought you were gonna give it a rest once the 

War was over? Think again!! 

 

It is time to strut your stuff for the impressionable youth of our community. We want them to 

know that there is history outside of school. We want them to know that playing in the past 

is way cool. We want them to see good looking guys and gals decked out in metal and 

leather (and linen and silk.) Bring your favorite medieval hobby (especially if it involves rat-

tan) out to this school that Sir Kurn is going to direct us to. Civilians should not stay home 

just in case you don't fight. Somebody has to be colorful and oooh and ahhh and huzzah in 

all the right places. The more of us there are, the more dazzled the kids will be. 

 

7pm! TUESDAY APRIL 13th. What a great time for a demo! In the great SCA tradition, we 

might even go out to eat afterwards! 

 

Vivat the Shire!  

Eridani 
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May 7, 2004 

Dear Ruined, 

As our business meetings are well run and short, we don't 

have time to linger over books and chat about 

projects and quiz each other on ideas. We need another meet-

ing. We have tried to have revels and 

classes but both are a little too hard to arrange each month. 

Let's do something a little easier. 

On the second Sunday of each month, I would like to invite 

you all to my house for a shire meeting of non-business. We 

might have an agenda, like finishing the Persian sewing pro-

ject, or developing personas, or we might just sit around and 

talk about stuff and have some cheese and crackers. We 

might have some fighting in my yard or a fire on a cool night. 

We could dance, drum, sing, make scrolls, do devices, look at 

pictures. 

So you are invited on the second Sunday of each month to my 

house 1046 Sugartree La South off Cleveland Heights Blvd in 

South Lakelnad from 4-6ish pm. Bring some snack if you think 

of it. Definitely remember to bring your books and your recent 

projects. 

Afterwards, maybe we'll go to supper. Dress mundane. 

See you Sunday.  

Eridani 
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The Ransoming of Daniel von Hessen 

By Eridani Aureas 

April 19th, 2004 

The Ransoming of Daniel von Hessen 

This story is about Daniel von Hessen at 

Gulf Wars a month ago.  Yep, it is that very 

same Daniel von Hessen.  Warning, close 

proximity to a bard can cause you to be im-

mortalized.  All Deviations from fact are 
protected by the Bardic Imunnity Code, 

clause 714.  The names have not been changed 

to protect anyone.  They are all guilty as 

charged.  This story may be reprinted as long 
as I get credit for writing it and all the 

tons of cash that might follow. 
Eridani 

 

**************************************** 

The Ransoming of Daniel von Hessen 

 

Sometimes it is small things that make a big dif-

ference.  We all know the names of the great bat-

tles and the great generals throughout history and 

attribute the great victories to them.  But as 

life is really full of chaos, could it not be that 

the butterfly that flutters its wings in your gar-

den causes the monsoons in India? I suspect that 

it may have been a little known incident that 

helped win Gulf Wars XIII for Trimaris.  (Sorry, 

did I say that?  It was a tie.   It just seems 

that we did better than usual in the tie.)    



74 

It was Friday, out on the heavy combat fields.  It was a good 

day to die.  No really, it was a lovely day to die.  The air 

was fresh.  The sun was shining.  It was pleasantly warm.  It 

was a highly unusual day weather wise for Gulf Wars.  Hun-

dreds of soldiers were mustered out on Hastings field in a 

scene of color and pageantry that stirred the blood.  Two 

battles had been fought already.  Those fighters out upon the 

field were properly warmed up and well into the bat-

tle.  Those who had less exercise through the winter were 

perhaps looking forward to its end and a good drink and a 

good sit down.  They lined up for the third and final battle 

on the fields.   

Everyone moved into place, the deadly archers, the allies, 

the striking black and red of Glen Abhean, the flashy royal 

blue of the Triskele Legion, the talented ranks of Cerebus, 

and over on the left, the gold and black of the Asgardians 

with their huge V-shields.  Across the field were loads and 

loads of enemy in gold with black stars, and dragon bedecked 

Midrealmers, and the doughty Calontir army in purple and 

gold.  These last, the golden birds of prey with their talons 

out and aimed, were the ones poised before the equally vi-

cious sable Ravens of Asgard.  Those ravens glittered silver, 

engraved on every shield the Varangians held.  The golden 

birds flew on every shield of the Calontiri.  Steely eyes 

glared out across the field.  Calontir and Asgard both knew 

they were well matched. 

The cry went out to "Lay On" and everyone went about their 

appointed business of killing the enemy in good fun.  I dare 

say that in the next five minutes or so there were enough 

good stories to fill an An Tir winter.  But then a "Hold" was 

called when a fighter had gotten a hit hard enough to knock 

her a bit confused.  She needed to be seen to by the Chirur-

geons and taken off the field.  These sort of holds take a 

bit of time and everyone knew it.  The fighters took a 

breather.  Helmets came off and people looked about to see 

what was what.  
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Let's go to our hero now as he removes his gloriously 

shiny helm. 

Daniel von Hessen is an Asgardian of the deepest 

dye.  He bleeds black and gold.   He is his Duke's man 

anytime, anywhere.   He looks at war through the eyes 

of Sun Tzu, at politics through the eyes of Machia-

velli, and history through the eyes of whoever won.  He 

reminds me a good deal of the descriptions of Bohemond 

by Anna Commenus when the first crusaders arrived at 

Constantinople.  To summarize, he's tall, damned good 

looking, charming, and a ruthless son of...well, you 

get the idea. 

Daniel recently has been working on new armor.  He's 

been pulling it together bit by bit and each time he 

takes the field, he's more dazzling than the 

last.  He's six foot five and mostly covered with bril-

liantly reflective plate armor.  Sunglasses are a great 

help if you want to make out detail like his head.  He 

is instantly recognizable and for the enemy undoubtedly 

makes a great target.  Daniel is used to this though, 

his previous armor was all white Japanese which made 

him look exactly like a Star Wars storm trooper.  He 

does not believe in camouflage, not in this theater of 

operations anyway. 

So Daniel removes his glittering helm and glances 

around.  He takes a deep breath and smiles because he 

loves war, really he does.  He sees Ari Tyrbrandr, 

armed with axe and shield, next to him.  They have been 

plugging away at the Calontir lines.  Ari has been hew-

ing limbs in the manner of the violent Norse while 

Daniel has been prodding at their soft underbellies 

with his mace and nearly superhuman reach.  The pair of 

them have been doing rather well, they've been able to 

move forward foot by foot while felling their opponents 

with excellent regularity.  They are feeling pretty 

good.   
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They were feeling pretty good.  Now they don't feel quite 

so good. 

There seems to be a little problem with the color in the 

picture.  There should be people wearing purple and gold 

in front of them.  Those people should have fierce ex-

pressions and intent to do bodily harm to Daniel and 

Ari.   That part is correct.   To the sides and back of 

Ari and Daniel there should be people wearing the black 

and gold of Asgard ready to give aid and succor.  That 

part is not correct.  Alas, for thirty feet behind them 

and to either side,  Ari and Daniel see only the purple 

and gold of Calontir.  They are surrounded and deep in 

the enemy lines.  The Calontir army is looking at them 

like a man looks at cooked bread.  Yes, Daniel and Ari 

are toast. 

The hold is still on.  When it is over, the two Asgardi-

ans have every right to expect that they will be, to use 

a favorite phrase, clubbed to death like baby seals.  But 

right now, no one can throw a blow and they are just 

looking at each other. "What about a prisoner ex-

change?"  There are a couple of guys from Calontir in a 

similar hotspot.   The Calontiri consider this and Daniel 

and Ari are full of hope.   After some consideration and 

a lot of looking at Daniel's armor, they agree only to 

trade Ari back for one of theirs.  

Ari pats Daniel on the arm, "Good luck, old man," shoul-

ders his shield and returns to the company of his fel-

lows.  Bright Daniel, shiny Daniel, rich looking 

Daniel, is all alone with the Calontir army now.  He is 

thinking fast.  To his credit, he is thinking medievally 

as well. 

"What about a ransom, guys?  Let's deal here.  What will 

it take?" queries Daniel, knowing the value of a six foot 

eight guy armed and alive to his companions as well as to 

his captors. 

Their spokesman, looks him over well and says, "It's not 

much, we want, just a drink."  
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Daniel is thinking he's gotten off cheap.  "That's cool." 

The spokesman wants to make sure Daniel understands fully,  "We 

ALL want a drink." 

Daniel is thinking big now.  His service as an Asgardian squire 

has prepared him amply for this particular kind of hospitality 

situation.  "A  keg.  Tonight.  You've got it."  Daniel was 

free. 

Later that night, Daniel went looking for the Calontir army. 

The Calontir army, for their part, went looking for him.  

Though Daniel thought that all good warriors in a celebratory 

mood ought to be found at the Knowne World party, the Calontir 

army thought that ransomed guys who owed them a keg ought to be 

found in Asgard.  Following their line of logic, the Calontir 

army invaded Asgard.  The good Duke Baldur met the invading 

force and upon learning of their quest, gave the Calontiri that 

which they love best, good song.   Duke Baldur is very crafty 

because his singing totally disarmed them.  Ari Tyrbrandr, be-

ing in camp, demonstrated and tapped the keg that sat awaiting 

their pleasure.  Mystified at not finding a single Calontir 

warrior, Daniel finally returned to camp to find the army roll-

ing the tapped ransom off in a wagon.  They were most pleased 

with their payment and celebrated the day's trials and tribula-

tions with gusto.  

The Calontir army was a spirited lot and did everything to-

gether.  If one sang, they all sang.  If one charged the enemy 

line, they all did.  I hear they even pee together.  So you 

know if one was going to drink, they were all going to quaff 

Daniel's offering.   The Calontir camp in its entirety was not 

all that large.  That keg lasted them quite a while.   It 

seemed to kick off a great deal more enjoyment than might have 

been thought possible.  I wonder what Daniel put in it?   In 

typical Calontir fashion, they began to sing.  Then they began 

to sing off key.  Then they began to sing in a slur.  Finally, 

they talked.  When the Calontiri cannot sing, you know they are 

in trouble.  It was four in the morning before the golden bird 

of prey carried them away and we could not hear them any-

more.  On Saturday morning, their camp was very, very, very 

quiet.  You could feel the headaches leaking out of  

the tents. 
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At this point, I don't need to go into a long discussion of the 

Fort Battles.  I don't need to tell you how our heavy artillery 

and our glorious archers pounded the enemy to death.  I don't 

need to tell you how fearlessly and perfectly our troops did 

their jobs of attacking and defending.  I don't need to tell 

you of the perfect strategies that lured them in and kept them 

out.  We were magnificent, of course.  But did anyone see if 

the Calontiri were wincing when there was loud noise or dying 

before they were hit on the head?  Just curious.  Just curious. 

 So never underestimate the power of small things in the march 

of history.   Be bold, step forward, give life some dash and 

style.  You never know when you may be able to snatch victory 

from the jaws of defeat or at least have the good fortune 

to raise a glass with the valiant Calontir enemy.  

Eridani 
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September 12, 2004 

The Revel Alliance overcame the Threat of Evil Ivan and there Was Much 

Rejoicing. 

We had a great time yesterday. There was an excellent turnout with many 

people from the Shire and several friends from outside our borders who 

heard the siren song of something doing. 

Things ran from about 11 to 7pm. The weather was excellent. There was a 

pleasant breeze and the temperature was a good five degrees below usual 

and I think the humidity was lower than usual. 

We gathered out on the lawn and when a critical mass of fighters arrived, 

armoring up began. We had some casual fighting and then an actual lyst. 

John heralded the lyst. Aelfwynn and Ysabiau were the 

lyst mistresses. Ari won the day with Kelly coming in second followed by 

Edwardus and Jagatai. Sir Lance was kind enough to marshal. Ari won the 

golden chalice fit for a king. His consort, the Lady Aelfwynn, was gifted with 

a cobalt blue necklace and bracelet which stood out magnificently on her 

linen gown. The jewelery was made by Ceridwen. 

We had a Yoga class taught by Ysabiau in the morning. Ceridwen brought 

her Kumihumo weaving and beadwork and taught these crafts. I thought 

the weaving looked like a great thing to take around with you for something 

to do with your hands in a waiting room. John was consulted on matters of 

heraldry. Some people played period games.  We discussed costuming 

and creating period looking pavillions. We discussed glass painting. The 

kids enjoyed themselves with blocks. 

 

Here's who was there 

Eridani, Edwardus, Jonathan, Elyssa, Cyndy and Susan, Sheila and Daniel 

and Victoria, Ari and Aelfwynn and Bailey, Alienora, Fiona, Sir Lance, Kelly, 

Rick, Grendal, Jagatai, John and Ceridwen and Tony, Mary, Cerise and 

Teri, Amecia, Ysabiau de Jolicouer, Sir Kurn and Kyle, Heather and BJ 

 

My thanks to everyone who came and gave me a wonderful day of fun.  

Eridani 
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September 13, 2004 

There is a Shire Meeting this Thursday the 16th at 7:30pm at the Unitar-

ian Universalist Church in Lakeland. 

There is a demo in Alturas (about 10 miles east ofBartow) on Thursday 

evening (5:30 ) for the Geneva Classical Academy they'll feed us dinner 

if we can tell them how many. I have John and Ceridwen Edwardus and 

Eridani, Jonathan and Elyssa Shobin and Isebeau and Alex and the little 

cutie with curly hair Daniel Silverwaters Who else? I need some fighters 

here. 

 

In November 

On the 10th in Plant City at Ysabiau de Jolicouer's school, in real life 

she's a music teacher, there is a Veteran's Day Celebration on the 10th. 

Now there aren't any Veterans of the Crusades left but they're thinking 

that we'd work in just fine there. Last year we had a nice demo in her 

classroom with fighting and dancing (not at the same time) and else-

where about the school there were dog catchers and police and a heli-

copter and other cool stuff. We were obviously the coolest. She wel-

comes any available Ruins residents to join her there. More details to 

come. 

 

On November 11th!!!!!!!!!! VETERAN'S DAY The THIRD Annual Lawton 

Chiles Middle Academy Demo  In the morning we'll be out on the lawn 

from 8am-12:45 doing stations for the classes there's a break from 10:50 

to 11:15 when the entire 6th grade goes to eat lunch 

At seventh period 12:45-1:45, we go to the gym and do our fashion show 

and fighting demo. After that, we go to lunch at Crispers. 

Ysabiau thought she would like to do a crossbow shoot. Who would like 

to do illuminations in her stead? She can make up a "lesson plan" and 

stuff you can use for that so the kids will feel accomplished.  I think I will 

have Edwardus and Elyssa do dancing. Jonathan will demonstrate chain 

mail knitting. Who will be there and what would you like to do?  

Eridani 
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2005 

January 20, 2005—DEMO—Geneva Academy 

 

May 13, 2005—DEMO—R Bruce Wagner Elementary 

 

July 31, 2005—CLASS-Panel Making Dress by Orsula 

 

October 27, 2005—DEMO—Churchwell Elementary 

 

November 30, 2005—CLASS—Women in the Middle Ages by Eridani 

 

December 7, 2005—CLASS— Heraldry by Eridani 

 

December 21—CLASS—Chainmail class by Edwardus 

 

Jan 7th, 2005 

 

Their Excellencies Sir Fredrich Karl of Kyburg and Honorable Lady Lucia 

Alessandra Caldiera has asked for our help. They has volunteered to 

work Barry Renaissance Faire (BARF) during the weekends before and 

after Gulf Wars. What they had not realized was that the Barony would 

most likely all be at Gulf Wars. They are asking all surrounding shires to 

help volunteer to work the Ren Faire. It is being held at MOSI in the back 

area. He needs to know an approximate number of people that would be 

able to go to this event. This is something fun to do while Gulf Wars is 

going on.  Just think you will be able to have your own stories to tell. 

Send me your name to me via e-mail and I will get it to Sir Karl. 

We have some newcomers to our shire from different lands; Lord Stahl-

gram and his Lady Bera. Let us make sure to welcome them to our 

home. I do know that there are a few more newcomers to our shire and 

list, please contact me directly if you need any information or help. 

 

Lady Isabeau de Poitier, Seneschal 
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From the Lakeland Ledger Weekly Offerings 
Published: Saturday, December 3, 2005 at 3:03 a.m.  

Last Modified: Saturday, December 3, 2005 at 9:35 a.m.  

( page of 4 ) 

CLASSES - Wednesday Forum: "Heraldry: This Ain't Your Father's Coat of 

Arms" with Kathleen Haggerty from the Society for Creative Anachronism, 

7 p.m. Wednesday, Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 3140 Troy Ave., 

Lakeland. 646-3715. 

Greetings Fellow Shire Members,  

  

It is Demo time again. Get out your best garb and get ready to impress the youth!!  

Geneva Classical Academy has asked us back for another year.  It is on Jan 20th, at starting 

at 5:30pm till somewhere around 9pm, there is no strict time frame on when we must finish, 

however there is another speaker that will come after us. 

Now I know that this is our meeting night, but per our Seneshal we will not be holding a 

meeting that night, instead we will be going to the demo.  

They will be serving us dinner from 6pm-7pm. I need an accurate head count for those that 

plan on being there for the dinner. I will need to know no later than this coming Sunday, so 

they will have time to prepare for us. Please email me so I can establish a head count. 

We will be sharing our experiences with the Leaders of the School, they will be all eighth-

graders. Being that these are the leaders of the school they would like us to focus on Leader-

ship, Honor, & Loyalty.  Our wonderful fighters, I think will fit this bill admirably. They 

have said that the fighters did do bouts of fighting last year, however there was some concern 

about low ceilings. (Just an FYI) 

They would like us to bring Art/Sci projects as well. The detailed Art/Sci stuff will best 

shown before dinner, before the sun goes completely down. Specific crafts/projects can be 

shown after dinner before the fighters.  

They are so very excited to have back, so let us all get together and show these children and 

teachers how great the SCA is and how much fun history can be!!!  

I look forward to seeing everyone there!!! 

 

Ceridwen Lovell 

Hospitaller,  
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September 21, 2005 

With the evil, scudding clouds of Rita looming as a dramatic backdrop, 
fighter practice went valiantly on without rain.  There were both ants and 
mosquitos however.  Sir Takamatsu was the top ranking fighter at the prac-
tice with Ari (Jason), Gudrik (George), Daniel, Tristam (Jeremy), Grendal 
(Grendal), and Ryan out in armor.  Jeff got close to armoring up but didn't 
quite make it.  Ceridwyn, Ilyssa, Aislynn, and I were the section in civilian 
clothes.  And Jonathan, Mike, and Richard were there too.  I miss anyone? 
We noted that the park is not called Lake Somerset Park but Westlake. The 
building just south of the park has the address of 3425 New Jersey Ave. 
  
A pleasant lady who happened by the park and also happened to be in 
charge of things like coordinating events for her school stopped to watch 
the practice.   She decided that having us appear at Churchwell Elementary 
School's Parent Student Enrichment night would be extremely cool.  Her 
eyes were very wide.  Her mind was working as she saw both the serious 
entertainment value in medieval fighters at her school and the lessons to be 
taught about fairness in combat and how we never want to hurt our friends. 
  
Sooooooooo....ya'll looked so purty out there whompin' on each other that 
they want you to come do it for adoration and applause over at Churchwell 
Elementary on October 27th, a Thurs, from 6-7PM.  This is only an hour so 
we want you all armored up and ready to go. Note it is in the evening!! 
I would like to see each fighter find a lady and a banner bearer from the au-
dience and form up in a procession.  HL Ilyssa and a gent of her choosing 
can preside over the lyst in the manner of high nobility The procession can 
pass through and be announced with great style by our herald.  Each 
set would bow to the "psuedoroyalty" and we'll seat the consorts over in a 
"ladies" gallery with their banner bearers behind them. (If you have not got a 
banner we may have a few spares or the bearer can hold your sheild. Also it 
might be time to think about making a banner for yourself.) Then we can 
proceed with whatever kind of lyst seems prudent for the time and number 
of participants. Great attention to the consorts in the gallery would be impor-
tant.  Ya'll are the flower of chivalry, after all.  After the lyst a discussion of 
the importance of fairness, courtesy, chivalry, and not hurting your friends 
by a fighter would be great.   
When all that is done, people can mill around and look at our photos, crafts, 
art, books, clothes, whatever. 
Suggestions?  
  
In Service for Whatever Comes Up, 
Eridani 
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Minutes for the Shire of the Ruins Meeting  November 2005 
  
The meeting was held at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation on Troy Ave-

nue in Lakeland.  A total of 16 people attended. 
  
The Seneschal Ilyssa took volunteers for deputy seneschal.  Deputies are those 

people interested in learning more of the functions and duties of the of-

fice.  Daniel von Hessen, Aislynn, and Eridani all indicated interest. (A copy of 

Eridani’s membership card was given to the Seneschal.) 
  
Hospitaller:  Ceridwen. 
Exchequer: Maire de la Mare 

Herald:  Hirokato.   
Arts and Sciences: Isabeau.  Deputy: Aelfwynn. 
Marshal: Ari  Deputy: Daniel. 
Constable: Tom. 
Minister of Youth:  Eridani  
  
The Seneschal suggested that the Shire sponsor a Revel at Camp Ce-

darkirk.  Daniel is familiar with someone at Cedarkirk, a Christian camp on Rte 

60 which might be a possible spot for an event.   On Nov 19 a contingent will 

visit the camp to evaluate its facilities. 
  
PR Officer/Deputy Seneschal 
The Demo at LCMA was cancelled due to unfortunate legal situation.  The Jes-

sica Lumsford Act is beginning to affect Florida schools and each may be inter-

preting it a bit differently.  Background checks will be required for us to volun-

teer in schools.  Further investigation at the school board level will be of assis-

tance. 
  
Marshal 
The Fighter Practice in Lakeland is becoming one of the most rapidly growing 

in trules and become authorized. 
   
Herald 
The Herald did not have opportunity to arrange any classes on Heraldry.  A Sun-

day evening potluck dinner with a speaker (Richard) would be likely to be 

agreeable timing for many.  A date after the holidays will probably be likely 

convenient for the speaker. 
  
 



85 

From the Lakeland Ledger Weekly Offerings 
Published: Saturday, December 10, 2005 at 2:50 a.m.  

Last Modified: Saturday, December 10, 2005 at 9:31 a.m.  

( page of 4 ) 

CLASSES - Wednesday Forum: "Practical Crafts: Learn to Make Chainmail . 

. . just in time for Christmas, too!" with Paul Bresnan from the Society for 

Creative Anachronism, 7 p.m. Wednesday, Unitarian Universalist Congrega-

tion, 3140 Troy Ave., Lakeland. 646-3715. 

Hospitaller 
Brochures are available for distribution if you need any. 
A Newcomer’s Talk or Roundtable Discussion was suggested for the Revel. 
Ceridwen promised to teach Kumihumo Braiding at Fighter Practice on Dec 6th.  If 

you wish to learn bring 4 colors of embroidery floss. 
  
Exchequer 
$1,882 and sundry cents is in our account.  Pocket change was collected by pass-

ing the hat, a traditional way of boosting income. 
  
Art/Sci 
The next Art Sci event is a mere two months away at Weeki Watchee. 
  
Next Meeting Dec 8th 7:30pm at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Lake-

land. 
Since the meeting, at Martinmass Moot, King Baldar, Queen Asa and three of their 

four heirs mysteriously died.  The throne was taken by Gaston and Judith who 

searched for Sten, the last of Baldar’s line but he didn’t turn up.  So they rule. 
Ari Tyrbrandr and Daniel von Hessen were both given the Order of the Argent 

Morningstar in Friday court.  Olav von Trier was given Crown Order of Gratitude 

and Lion’dOr.  Shobin was at Martinmass Moot looking fine.  Eridani passed the 

office of Kingdom Minister of Youth to Llewella Lebenwulf.  
Count Gregory and Countess Maise took on the title of Prince and Princess by 

winning the Crown Lyst on Saturday. 
  
 Faithfully Submitted, 
HL Eridani  
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2006 

January 4, 2006—CLASS—The Crusades by Daniel von Hessen 

January 29, 2006—CLASS—Dance 

February 9, 2006—DEMO—Geneva Academy 

May 20, 2006—EVENT—Ruins Revel 

July 16, 2006—CLASS—Dance by Edwardus 

July 30, 2006—CLASS—Dance 

August 6, 2006—CLASS—Dance 

October 23, 2006—DEMO—Zepherhills School 

October 27, 2006—DEMO—St. Paul’s Auction 

November 4, 2006—DEMO—Cub Scouts 

November 19, 2006—EVENT—Ruins Ruination 
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February 9, 2006—DEMO 

The Demo last night was my favorite so far.  It was cold enough for a good cloak but 

very clear and nice.  We got there just as they were setting up for their banquet and 

put out tiki torches for a lyst field as it would be dark when we played.  We put on 

some good Wohlgemut background music during dinner.  There were about as many 

adults as kids and there were only about 10 kids in the 8th grade class.  After a 

hearty dinner of chicken, potatoes, cheese, fruit and bread, each student explained 

the devices and mottos they had made up for themselves as a class project.  They had 

them on small wooden shield shapes and were well done.  That was very cool.  Then, 

the lot of us colorfully dressed Scadians stood up front.  I told them about the Society 

and what we do. We each put in our two cents and the kids asked some questions.  

Aelfwynn was wearing full Elizabethan. We had a display of Ceridwen's Kumihomo 

braiding and beading. They checked out chainmail and held a bag of armor to see 

what it weighed.  One student helped Paul strap on his armor.  I couldn't help thinking 

that they looked liked something out of an illustration.  The kid's eyes were on the 

buckle but also very far away.  He was having a "moment", I think. 

In attendance were Sir Kurn, Lord Ari, Lady Aelfwynn, Chrystine, myself, Lord Edwar-

dus, Hirokado, Ceridwen, and Junia Aurelia. 

We had a tourney with 4 fighters and fresh flowers were gven to all the young ladies 

who were consorts.  Sir Kurn, who has always been known for his words of gallantry 

upon the Demo field was eloquent as always but usually the other fighters are not so 

wordy.  A new challenger in the perilous ring of on-the-spot wit and ribaldry was born 

as Edwardus the Wise did give him blow for blow (at least with words).  And as for 

blows, well the word was "Pajamas is on FIRE!"  Ari, who's manly breeches might well 

be mistaken for Walmart pajamas was a hot stick last night and the kids were wild for 

it. 

So we were there from 6 until 9.  We got a couple of parents jumping up and down 

excited and one lady who swore to join us when her Masters was done.  She teaches 

Latin.  It was a totally satisfactory demo all around.  I believe we'll be wanted again 

next year. 

  

Apologies to Jeremy who never found us. 

Eridani 
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May 20, 2006—EVENT-----Ruins Revel 

 Come have a smashing good time!  Bring a covered dish  

FROM 2pm to 8pm 
AT Peterson Park off Cleveland Heights Blvd in Lakeland 
   Peterson Park is very plesant with bathrooms, a great playground for 
kids, a lake (good fishing and boating), and four pavillions with grills and 
picnic tables.  There is also a large flat grassy area which will serve am-
ply for a fighting field and dance area. 
Schedule 
1:30pm advance decorating guard secures a pavilion and decorates with 
banners etc. Day pavilion. (Please bring banners for decorating to fighter 
practices or the next business meeting.  Give them to Mary Bowman, 
Aislynn, Eridani, Christine, or Edwardus.) 
 
2pm Sign In with Ceridwen  
2pm Newcomers Class. 
2:30 Basic Garb Class 
3pm Basic Armor discussion. 
3pm armoring up and inspection 
3:30-5 Shire of the Ruins Tourney and other Fighting 
5:00-6:00pm Dancing with Edwardus the Wise 
Pause to apply mosquito repellant 
6:00-7:30pm Eating and carousing 
7:30pm Everyone clean up, pack up and leave the park  

Dance Practice July 18, 2006 
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2007 

November 19, 2006 ----Ruins Revel 

 Peterson Park in Lakeland just behind the YMCA. 

SCHEDULE: 

11am Arrive and Set up 

12- 1:30 Feast with prizes for best feast gear and best cooking! 

1;30-2:30 Newcomers Class 

2pm armor inspection and Tourneys with prizes! 

Heavy followed by Rapier Tourney 

Then melees, instruction and explanations. 

4pm Class on Garb (prize for best accessory from Walmart or Goodwill!) 

5pm Dancing in the Dusk 

Clean up and get out before park closes 

April 21, 2007—CLASS—Lazy Shire Learning Day at Eridani’s house 

October 5-7, 2007—EVENT—Battle of Uji 

      Event Stewards—Jan and  Porthos 

October 14, 2007—PUBLICITY—Lakeland Ledger 

Cub Scout Demo 
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2007 Lakeland Ledger Feature--Shire of the Ruins 

Local Devotees of Medieval Times Find Their 

Place In Group 

 

SCOTT WHEELER | The Ledger 

 

Lorie Cole puts on her helmet prior to practicing armored combat at 

Woodlake Park in Lakeland , FL on Wednesday September 26, 2007. She is a 

member of "Shire of the Ruins" which is a local chapter of the Society for 

Creative Anachronism. They practice armored combat every Tuesday night at 

the park. Scott Wheeler/The Ledger 

 

By AURORA RODRIGUEZ 

The Ledger 

Published: Sunday, October 14, 2007 at 12:01 a.m.  

Last Modified: Sunday, October 14, 2007 at 4:38 p.m.  

( page of 3 ) 

Residents driving into the Woodlake Garden Apartments area on a Tuesday 

evening might find themselves on a trip into medieval times. 

WHAT: Shire of the Ruins chapter of of the SCA (Society for Creative 

Anachronism) 

WHERE: Chapter covers Polk County and Plant City 

INFORMATION: Log on to www.sca.org or www.trimaris.org for informa-

tion on how to become a member. Or contact Annette Stewart at lad-

yaslinn.trimaris@verizon.net. 

http://www.theledger.com/article/20071014/NEWS/710140365
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Dan Schneider and Jason Cole practice armored combat at Woodlake Park 

in Lakeland , FL on Wednesday September 26, 2007. They are members of 

"Shire of the Ruins" which is a local chapter of the Society for Creative 

Anachronism. They practice armored combat every Tuesday night at the 

park. Scott Wheeler/The Ledger  

There, on a grassy spot in Woodlake Park in South Lakeland, a group 

dressed in full armor and King Arthur-type garb gathers after 6:30 p.m. to 

battle, practicing heavy combat skills to the surprise of passersby taking a 

late afternoon jog or bike ride, or playing a round of tennis. 

Joshua Camp, 11, curiously watched one of their battles while on an eve-

ning bike ride with family recently. He stood wide-eyed next to a tree by the 

sword-wielding action. 

"This is awesome," he said. "I like how they have such good reflexes, and I 

love to see the fighting." 

The eye-catching "medievalers" are part of a local branch of the SCA - So-

ciety for Creative Anachronism - an organization dedicated to researching 

and recreating the art and skills of pre-17th century Europe. The group con-

sists of 19 "kingdoms" and more than 30,000 members, who live around the 

world, according to the organization's Web site, www.sca.org. 
Members attend a variety of tournaments, art exhibits, workshops, dancing 
feasts and other events, meeting people with the same passion for history in 

http://www.sca.org
http://www.theledger.com/article/20071014/NEWS/710140365
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the process. As part of the fun, they adopt medieval-inspired names for their re-
enactments. 
The Polk County and Plant City group that gathers at Woodlake Park Tuesday 
evenings is known as Shire of the Ruins - part of the Florida Kingdom of Trimaris, 
meaning Three Seas, which includes most of Florida, minus the Panhandle. 

On any given Tuesday evening, 20 of the 30 or so group members might show 
up, some watching others battle it out with "swords" while sporting metallic ar-
mor, others chatting and sipping water while relaxing on the grass. They may 
stay on the park grounds as late as 10:30 p.m., or until the last light shuts off. 
For Lakeland resident and member Lorie Cole, 34, spending time with her hus-
band, Jason, 32, is one of the best parts of being part of Shire of the Ruins. 
The former martial arts participant, for about 22 years, said spending time 
jousting with her husband also aids in strengthening her physical abilities and 
mental discipline. 
"Both of us sharing a mutual interest in the Middle Ages fuels us," said Lorie 
Cole, who is a production coordinator for a local magazine called Home Shop-
per. 
Jason Cole was in the Navy and stationed in Mayport when he met Lorie in 
Jacksonville. His now wife had been in the organization eight years already 
when they met at a club one night. 
"I was told about the SCA, and she took me to an event," he said. "I was 
hooked ever since. We have a lot of friends that fight in the society and that are 
in it. We work well together. It's a common love we share, and we both enjoy 
it." 
Jason, who also works at Home Shopper, as an area supervisor for distribution, 
said it's fun to battle his wife and release steam on the practice grounds, where 
they're both known as squires. 
"She has a really good defense for being so short," he joked. 
Lorie said they've never been really angry at each other, even if the fights look 
aggressive. 
"We just have fun together," she said with a smile. 
Once the fall hits, there are tournaments in Florida almost every weekend, and 
Lorie said it's a good excuse to practice and get some exercise in the process, all 
with her family. 
"It's something we can do together, and we bring our daughter," she said. "I've 

always had a passion for the Middle Ages, and a friend got me into it around 

17 years ago. Queen Elizabeth was one of my favorite people, and I like the 
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2008 

clothes." 

Lorie said that even though she spends 24 hours with her husband, they 

don't get tired of sharing hobbies. 

"It's important to have mutual interests and keep things interesting," she 

said. 

Dan Schneider, 39, an employee in distribution at Showcase Publications 

in Lakeland and a squire in the group, said sporting the classic armor helps 

members get in character and feel heroic while practicing with their 

friends. 

On a recent Tuesday evening, it was obvious Schneider enjoys dressing up 

as he moves swiftly across the grass, his full-faced metallic armor squeak-

ing with every robotic movement. 

Schneider became interested in the organization when a friend took him to 

a medieval-themed party one Halloween. 

"I found people there who were honorable and open," he said. "Women 

don't open doors; men do it for them. It's a time of chivalry." 

The group helps Schneider take a break and get his mind off day-to-day 

struggles, he said. 

"It's a dream, and you get away for a few hours," he said. 

May 8, 2008—CLASS—Heraldry 

May 13, 2008—DEMO—Geneva Academy 

May 15, 2008—DEMO—Marshall Middle School 

October 21, 2008—DEMO—Lake Parker 

November 1, 2008—EVENT—Trimaris Duke University 
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Demo Report—Syr Kurn O’Farrell 

 

This past Tuesday, Oct 21, was awesome.  We did pick-ups, bearpits, grand 

melees, Melees and instructed newbies.  Easy to do when there are 23 fight-

ers in attendance.   

Thanks to all that came out.  I know how difficult it is for some of you to make 

it and how grueling it is to fight after some of your jobs.  FYI, the Ruins will be 

going to Duke Gregory's Practice on Nov 6(1st Thurs of the Month).  I also try 

to attend Jarl Stromek's Sat Practice when I am able.  Hope all of you can 

continut to attend.   

Here is a list of the ones that I can remember were present.   

Duke Gregory                Tom 
Serena                            Ari 
Fernando                        Daniel 
Jarl Stromek                Greg 
Cyrus                            Tom 
Sir Takamatsu           Christian 
Sir Kurn                        Thorfin 
Sir Arselon                    Morgan 
Cherish                        Edward 
Gavin                           Mercenary Mike 

  

Please forgive to those I omitted.  

Kurn 
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 2009 

February 13, 2009—CLASS—Soap making  

September 12, 2009—EVENT—Battle of Uji 

December 2009—Class—Heraldic shields 
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2010 

February 2010—Class—Heraldic Shields Part 2 

February 12-14, 2010—EVENT—Scot/Welsh War 

April  2010—DEMO—Scott Lake Elementary 

April 22, 2010—DEMO—Geneva Academy  

May 2010—Class—Calligarphy with Sebastian 

June 2010—Class—Period Encampment Furniture 

July 2010—Class—A Courtly Bearing—How to go forward in Court 

July 2010—Class—Scribal Class at Franca’s House 

September 11, 2010—Workday—Preperation for St. Martin’s Shrine 

October 23, 2010—EVENT—Siege of St. Martin’s Shrine 

November 30, 2011—EVENT—Ruins Revel—Muggin’ for the Mugs 

and Shire Champion 
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Shield painting class with Franca. 

Furniture making at Ari’s house. 
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Scot/Welsh event Stewards: 

Franca  Donato and Daniel von Hessen 

SCOT/WELSH WAR 

2010 

Squirrel!! 
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Candice and the siege 

weapon. 

Bridge Battle. 

Working at the event. 

Marshals and Battlecrat 

Shire of the Ruins makes structure battles. Not 

just a Gulf War thing. 
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Scott Lake Elementary Demo 

Before practice  powwow 06142010 

Attendance:  54 souls 
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Shire Members at Squire’s Revolt. 
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Geneva Academy Demo 
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2011 

February 2011—Class—V-Shield Tactics 

April  2011—DEMO—Geneva Academy Demo 

May 19,  2011—DEMO—Marshall Middle School  

May 14, 2011—Class—Scribal Work Day at Franca’s House 

July 2011—Class—Scribal Class at Franca’s House 

August 2011—EVENT—Battle of Ujii 

November  2011—EVENT—Ruins Revel—Shire Champion 
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This is what it looks like from the good side. 
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This is an ongoing project of the  

Shire of the Ruins  

and we say: 

 

To Be Continued! 
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