
Building Futures in Haiti
Proj ec t Pro fi le

Families in Haiti have struggled to rebuild their lives after one of the most devastating natural 
disasters in recent history – a magnitude 7.0 earthquake – on Jan. 12, 2010. The people of Haiti 
endured the effects of extreme poverty and economic insecurity prior to the earthquake, with 70% 

of the population living on less than $2 a day. More than a million people are still homeless after the 
quake. Many lost jobs, businesses and any ability to earn an income. Schools, churches and government 
buildings were damaged. The only hope for Haiti is a new beginning. 

How We Help
Immediately after the earthquake, World Concern provided 
disaster relief supplies – food, water, tarps and medical sup-
plies – to more than 100,000 people. While short-term aid is 
essential, it is not a solution; our work in Haiti has shifted to 

long term recovery and rebuilding. 

Shelter
World Concern has repaired or rebuilt 1,000 homes since the 
quake, and the work continues. We’re also constructing ap-
proximately 80 steel-framed transitional shelters each week, 
providing a more stable home for those who have been living 
under shredded tarps for months. In all of this work, we em-
ploy local Haitian laborers through our Cash for Work pro-
gram, providing them with an income, and assisting the local 
economy at the same time. 

Business Grants
Approximately 1,100 people have received grants to help them 
restart their businesses by purchasing equipment or supplies 
that were lost in the disaster. Getting people back to work is vi-
tal to stabilizing their life and giving them hope for the future. 

Education
Getting children back in school is critical in restoring a sense 
of normalcy to young lives that have been traumatized. One 
of every three school-aged children in Haiti does not attend 
school. The average Haitian family cannot afford tuition, uni-
forms and supplies. World Concern provides goats for children 
and teaches them animal husbandry skills so they can raise 
their own herd and earn enough income to attend school. Getting children back to school helps restore a sense of normalcy after disaster.

Rebuilding and repairing homes is a top priority as we build stability.



About World Concern
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Where We Work
Our earthquake response efforts have been directed toward 
the hardest hit neighborhoods in Port-au-Prince, beginning 
with the Delmas region and Fort National, and moving into 
Village Solidarite and Nazon. Our educational programs are 
primarily focused in rural areas. 

Who We Help
World Concern works with neighborhood committees to de-
termine the families with the greatest needs. We also conduct 
door-to-door assessments of damaged homes to identify which 
ones can be repaired and which ones need to be rebuilt. 

Yvrose’s Story:  
Starting Over
Yvrose Gustave (left) lives and works in the Delmas 18 
neighborhood, where World Concern provides Cash for Work 
opportunities and shelters for earthquake victims.  She is a 
mother of two and has been struggling with the reality that 
she does not have the available income to send her children to 
school.  Her small street business of selling cosmetic products 
is not enough.  

A livelihood grant from World Concern for $150 has given her 
the opportunity to build her business by adding to her inven-
tory as well as upgrading her cosmetic products, enabling her 
to generate more income.  The expansion of her business has 
allowed her to hire two people and pay them $8.80 USD per 
day. Yvrose said the grant has helped her realize her dream of 
being able to send her kids to school.

People in Haiti are receiving the tools to rebuild their lives after disaster.

Yvrose now earns enough to employ others, thanks to a grant from World Concern.


