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Abstract 
For the purpose of this document Transitional sites are considered planned t-shelters (transitional 
shelter) camps built in private or public land as a transitional solution. Transitional sites differ from 
spontaneous camps; the first are planned and built at a secondary state of the emergency; the 
second are not planned and have been developing since the first stages of the emergency. 
There is a need to understand the current transitional sites situation in Haiti. This document will 
serve to analyse and review existing solutions practices and the use of minimum standards.   
 

Background 
The number of planned transitional sites in Haiti is increasing. The total quantity of transitional 
sites doesn’t seem to be significant at this stage but there seems to be currently an increase in the 
number of sites. Municipalities are starting to be more proactive in the search of public land as a 
solution to decongest existing spontaneous camps that are usually located in private land (at risk 
for evictions) or in public open spaces (squares, sport fields and others)  
 

Transitional sites database 
According to rapid assessment to date 3 transitional sites have been completely built and other 10 
are in process of construction. 12 of them are located in the agglomeration of Port au Prince and 1 
in the province at Jacmel.  A total 6,168 t-shelters are reported in transitional sites, 3495 built and 
2673 planned and/or in process of construction (for detail information refer to Annex A – 
Transitional sites matrix).  
 
The amount of t-shelters planned in transitional sites will represent 11% of the total amount of t-
shelters built in Haiti since the earthquake. To date a total of 56,062 transitional shelters have 
been reported as built. 
 

Planning principles and minimum standards 
Which are the standards we need to refer to?  
 
When planning settlements in general standards are commonly addresses in relation to the 
response phase in which to be applied: Humanitarian, (Re) construction or Urban planning 
standards. (Refer to Annex B - Planning principles and minimum standards table / Legal 
framework). 
It is clear that we refer in this document to transitional sites; therefore, the standards that we will 
refer to are the Sphere handbook and UNHCR handbook for emergencies. 
(Refer to Annex C – Summary of principles and minimum standards from Sphere and UNHCR 
Handbook) 
It is important to stress that these standards are minimum requirements. Planners and 
Municipalities needs to take into account the “long term” character of temporary or transitional 
solutions in general and more specific in Haiti (reports indicates that approximately 80% of the 
settlements in the city of Port au Prince are informal) 



Way Forward 
Awareness and technical assistance has been identified to support aid agencies and Municipalities 
in the development of transitional sites projects.  
In order to reach requesting support agencies and the Municipalities the Shelter cluster in 
partnership with other agencies have created a Site planning Technical Working Group.  
This initiative also comes from the request of shelter partners. 
 
Objectives - Site planning technical working group.  
To provide technical support to requesting Agencies and Municipalities by: 
1. Defining appropriate design criteria for Haiti context. (Done through beneficiary survey)  
2. Providing specific design solutions in the form of recommendations and sketches while 

ensuring best practices and the use of minimum standards.    
3. Encouraging the application of minimum standards. 
4. Raising awareness on best practices and use of standards. 
5. Reflecting on emergency/transitional vs development/permanent resettlement standards and 

best practices. 
 
 
Contacts - Site planning technical working group.  
 
Name Agency Job Title Telephone Email 

Håvard 
Breivik 

CCCM Site 
Planning. 

 

Architect, 
Project 
Manager 

 

3701 4832 hbreivik@iom.int 

Mari 
Krakenes 

CCCM Site 
Planning. 

Architect 3701 4832 mkrakenes@iom.int 
 

Anna 
Konotchick 

Habitat for 
Humanity. 

Urban 
planning 
specialist 

39905150 

 

AKonotchick@habitat.org 

 
Vera 
Kreuwels 

Cordaid. Urban planner 3690 5311 vkrcor@cordaid.net 

Benjamin 
Dard 

CBM. Accessibility 
Officer 

3113 6034 cbmhaiti.accessibilite@gmail.com 
 

Rafael 
Mattar Neri 

Shelter Cluster 
- Haiti 

Urban 
Settlement 
Adviser 

39007590 
 

shelterhaiti2010.tech3@gmail.com 
 

 


