
Today, Shelter Cluster agencies are 
moving as quickly as possible to build 
transitional shelters despite 
challenging conditions.  As the reality 
of providing permanent housing to 
survivors of a disaster is a long-term 
goal, transitional shelters are an 
essential interim solution. Whilst not 
permanent, they offer significantly 
more comfort and security against 
weather than emergency tents and 
tarpaulins.

ACHIEVEMENTS HISTORICAL CONTEXT

1,000
TENTS

TOTAL DISPLACED
PEOPLE

PERCENT OF 
DISPLACED PEOPLE
LIVING WITH A HOST 
FAMILY

1,000
TARPS

1,000 TRANSITIONAL  
SHELTERS=

=

=

19,089 COMPLETED

TOTAL

125,000
PLANNED FOR 
END OF 2011

500,000-600,000
PEOPLE LIVING WITH
A HOST FAMILY

FORMER
SITE

HOME
REPAIR

TRANSITIONAL
SHELTER

PERMANENT
HOUSE

TRANSITIONAL
SHELTER

NEW
SITE

PERMANENT
HOUSE

LIVELIHOOD
SUPPORT

S H E LT E R  I N  H A I T I  S H E LT E R  I N  H A I T I  S H E LT E R  I N  H A I T I  

THE CHALLENGES

1 2

SUPPORT
TO HOST
FAMILIES

97,692
DISTRIBUTED

EVICTIONS RETURN TO NEIGHBORHOODS STRATEGYHOST FAMILIES

HEAVY DUTY TARPAULINS

TENTS

TRANSITIONAL SHELTERS

30%

AS OF NOVEMBER 2010

AS OF
SEPT. 2010

Evictions are a very real threat facing 
earthquake-affected displaced people 
in Haiti today. It is estimated that 
between 60-70% of IDPs 
(internally displaced persons) 
camps in Port-au-Prince are on 
private plots. Since March, 
many earthquake-affected 
IDPs living in spontaneous 
camp se�lements have been 
subject to an increasing 
number of forced evictions 
or eviction threats. 

Tarpaulins are primarily used for family 
shelters, but can also be used for 
latrines, wash rooms, market stalls, etc.

The average 
lifespan of a 
tarpaulin is 6 
months. There 
will be a need 
for 218,660 
replacements in 
March 2011 and 
130,919 more in 
Sept. 2011
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LAND The complex, poorly documented, and 
o�en informal land tenure and occupancy 

arrangements in Haiti present a challenge for 
relocation and reconstruction activities.

DEBRIS The presence of debris 
generated by the earthquake is one of 

the principal impediments to neighourhood 
returns and reconstruction.
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The  provision of transitional shelters is gaining momentum, 
particularly in rural areas where more land is available. It is essential 
that the identification of additional, safe relocation sites, debris 
removal and the required planning processes are urgently addressed 
by the authorities to enable the large scale construction of transitional 
shelters and ultimately the provision of permanent housing solutions.

THE WAY FORWARD
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THE EARTHQUAKE IN HAITI generated a disaster in a country already deep in a 
humanitarian crisis. According to UNDP’s Human Development Index 2009, Haiti was 
listed 140 out of 182 nations, making it the poorest country in the western hemisphere. 
In 2009, approximately 58% of the population lacked access to clean water, 40% of 
households did not have access to adequate food, and more than half the informal 
se�lements in Port-au-Prince were located in ravines and gullies and were 
susceptiable to inundation. 

MEMBERS OF THE SHELTER AND NON-FOOD-ITEMS CLUSTER have delivered 
vital aid to the estimated 1.5 million people who were directly affected by the earth-
quake. Despite a destroyed port, a severely damaged airport and a lack of infrastruc-
ture, cluster members reached an average of 100,000 people per week in the first 
four months of the response operation. Each family received two tarpaulins or one 
tent. In the following months, with over 19,000 transitional shelters constructed, 
shelter agencies have reached over 2.6 million individuals.
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Humanitarian agencies are focusing on 
a “return-to-neighbourhood” strategy 
which intends to gradually draw the 
displaced population out of 
camps through the provision of 
shelters (transitional, perma-
nent, home repairs), livelihood 
support, infrastructure 
development and the 
delivery of services. 

NEED FOR REPLACEMENT  Agencies are  
balancing  the need to replace emergency 

shelter materials while also progressing with 
transitional and permanent shelter construction.      
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3 4ACCESSIBILITY In urban and rural areas 
there are major logistical challenges for 

agencies to deliver construction materials and 
access sites for building.


