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Haiti Earthquake Anniversary: January 12, 2011 
Interviews with earthquake victims in Port-au-Prince available this week  

One year after the devastating magnitude 7.0 earthquake that struck Haiti on Jan. 12, 2010, evidence of 
progress can be seen throughout the capital city of Port-au-Prince. Although there is much work left to be 
completed, Christian humanitarian organization World Concern has made significant progress by providing: 
 

• Emergency supplies to 100,000 people immediately following the disaster 
• Income for more than 7,000 people 
• Housing for 1,800 families 
• And grants to nearly 1,000 business owners 

 
World Concern staff members are on the ground in Port-au-Prince and available for interviews. They will be 
visiting earthquake victims throughout the week of January 6-13.  
(*See page 2 for potential story/interview leads) 
 
Reporters in Haiti can contact Derek Sciba at (206) 713-5564 directly for site tours and interviews. 
International media can conduct interviews via Skype or phone by contacting Derek directly as well.  
 
If you have difficulty reaching Derek Sciba on his cell phone, please contact Cathy Herholdt at (206) 546-7374 
or cathyh@worldconcern.org.  
 
For more information on the one year anniversary of the Haiti earthquake, please visit 
www.HaitiOneYear.org.  
 
 

World Concern, part of CRISTA Ministries, is a Christian humanitarian organization that helps lift people out of poverty through 
activities including microfinance, agriculture, disaster response and small business development. World Concern works with the 
poor in 22 countries, with the goal of transforming the lives of those we touch, leading them on a path to self-sustainability. 
Worldwide, World Concern offers life, opportunity and hope to nearly six million people. 
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Story Ideas 
 

Widzer Stevern’s home collapsed during the earthquake, killing his 
5-year-old daughter Bettina and destroying all of his family’s 
possessions. For two months, they lived in the street without a 
tent. World Concern built him a new home for his wife and his five 
remaining children.  Widzer used money he earned through World 
Concern’s Cash for Work program to make the simple house a 
home – adding a porch, bathroom, and dining room.  

Reporters can see Widzer’s home and talk with him about how his 
life has changed since the earthquake.  

Before the earthquake, Sylvanie Julien’s small three-room 
house was a refuge for the 17 members of her extended 
family – a place where she would cook, clean and look after 
those who were most important to her.  

On Jan. 12, 2010, Sylvanie was hosting a prayer service at her 
house when the ground began to shake. All 12 present ran 
from the house just before the roof and walls came crumbling 
down. Tragically, two of her five children were among the 
230,000 Haitians who died that day.  

Sylvanie received a transitional shelter from World Concern 
and her family, which was spread out between friends’ homes, has begun the healing process, together.  

 

World Concern staff in Haiti can arrange interviews with additional earthquake victims who have 
received business grants, employment opportunities, and other resources to rebuild their lives. To 
arrange interviews, please contact Derek Sciba at 206-713-5564. 
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Cathy Herholdt, Marketing Coordinator 
World Concern Headquarters, Seattle 
206-546-7374 
 
Jillian Thorp, Program Support Manager 
Emergency Relief Team 
World Concern Haiti 
+509 3 701 6039 
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