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Tr a n s i t i o n a l  

S h e l t e r s  
CLEARS 

CHF with USAID funds will build a total of 2,940 transitional wooden shelters. 

CHF with USAID funds will build a total of 2,000 transitional steel shelters. 

Shelters are being built in Port-au-Prince, Leogane, Cabaret, Petit-Goave and Gressier.  
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Saintelia Saint Vil, 56, used to have a two-
bedroom house, with a kitchen and a toilet 
and ran her own small business selling things 
like oil, corn-flour and detergents. On January 
12th she lost everything she owned when the 
earthquake destroyed her home. She had to 
find a place to stay and so she went with her 
five children to camp out with others in a 
square called Belvel Plazza in the center of 
Leogane. Leogane was one of cities hit hardest 
during the earthquake in Haiti. 

 Saintelia, whose husband had died years ago, 
had nothing and nowhere to go so she contin-
ued living in the square’s camp. Soon, though, 
the authorities came to tell the people camp-
ing out at the square that they had to leave the 
area. 

“I would’ve had to live on the street,” she says 
remembering her despair. “I don’t have any 
social status in Leogane and nothing to assure 
me that I would somehow get a house,” she 
explains. 

Saintelia was selected to be one of CHF’s first beneficiaries to   
receive a shelter in Leogane. Now, CHF, with USAID funds, has  
already installed 4,090 transitional shelters in the Haitian cities       
affected most by the earthquake. 

“I am so happy with this shelter, I don’t know what 
to say,” smiles Saintelia as she stands at the en-
trance of her home with her daughter Carole, 15. 
Carole appreciates her small home too. Even 
though all the children still have to share two mat-
tresses at night she feels safer in her shelter than 
she had living in the camp in the square. 

Saintelia has put in curtains and arranged the mat-
tresses so they are out of the way during the day. “I 
can only thank God for having given me such a won-
derful gift,” she says standing in the doorway of her 
small home. 

Saintelia Saint Vil, 56, standing in front of her shelter with her daughter Carole. 

Saintelia Saint Vil and her daughter Carole show off their small improvised kitchen and 
patio at the back of their transitional shelter. Before they were given a shelter by CHF 

they were living in a public square under a tarp. 

Leogane was one of the hardest hit cities of Haiti. 

 


