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Learning Objectives 

• Have an increased knowledge and awareness of 

childhood 0-5 years immunisation uptake at a local 

level and changes to the programme.  

 

• Increase knowledge and awareness of the Measles 

and Rubella elimination strategy.  

 

• Be able to identify opportunities for working with 

local partners to help reduce inequalities in uptake.  

 

 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Public Health England (PHE)  

PHE exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and 

wellbeing, and reduce health inequalities . The Screening & 

Immunisation Team’s are integrated with NHS England 

commissioners and work side by side to commission high 

quality immunisation services. 

 

Our 3 priorities are to work closely with providers to: 

 

• Improve immunisation uptake rates year on year  

• Reduce inequalities   

• Provide patient choice by widening access to services  

 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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COVER 
(Cover of 
Vaccinations 
Evaluated 
Rapidly) 

• Sheffield’s COVER vaccination rates for 
those aged 12 and 24 months exceed or 
approach target of 95% for herd immunity. 

 

• Q3 - 2 years MMR dose 1 remains slightly 
below 95% and at 5 years only just 
remains above 95%. 

 

• MMR dose 1 coverage at two years has 
been decreasing nationally since 2013/14.  

 

• Pre school boosters (MMR 2nd dose and 
5th dose of DTaP/IPV) are consistently 
significantly below threshold. 

 

• There are inequalities in vaccine 
uptake in Sheffield by geography and 
deprivation and the burden of disease 
has the potential to fall 
disproportionately on some 
communities. 

 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield (COVER Overview) 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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We have provided you handouts to take away of published 
vaccination data at GP practice level for your consideration and 

discussion. 

 

Prior to the end of each COVER data collection quarter Child 
Health department send your practice a missing immunisation list 

to support targeted recall. 

 

 

Locality data 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield (Central) 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield (North) 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield (HASL) 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield (West) 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Sheffield priority areas 

Immunisations 

• Improve coverage of childhood vaccines to achieve 
95% (herd immunity) at 12 and 24 m 

• Improve MMR vaccination coverage for 1st dose at 
2 and 5 years 

 

N.B Being mindful of need to improve data quality 
as well as need to increase uptake.  

 

Flu Immunisations 

• Improve uptake amongst GP delivered 2 & 3 year 
old programme to exceed the ambition target of 
50% to break transmission* 

* a key objective of the children's programme is to 
maximise the reduction of flu transmission 

 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Vaccination Programmes – Main Changes 

• MMR – Measles and Rubella Elimination UK Strategy. WHO recommends that 

we aim for 95% uptake with two doses of MMR by 5 years of age. Current UK 

performance for the second dose is sub-optimal. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac

hment_data/file/769970/UK_measles_and_rubella_elimination_strategy.pdf  

 

• HPV for boys – Year 8 roll out planned for Sept 19. No catch up is planned in 

general practice. Those who miss prior to 31st August 2020 will be offered a 

further appointment via the school based programme  

 

• Men ACWY – Sheffield Yr 9 (rising 14 Yrs) school based programme (SCH 

adolescent imms team). GP opportunistic for those who have missed it in 

school programme, or were previously eligible DOB on or after 1.9.1996, first 

time university entrant who have not had a Men ACWY after the age of 10 

years, children >10years with no history of Men C containing vaccine. End 

eligibility for vaccination is before 25th birthday. 

 

• Seasonal Flu – 19/20, includes Year 6’s. Frontline health and social care staff 

included from 18/19. 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/annual-national-flu-

programme-2019-to-2020-1.pdf  
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Measles  

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Measles 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Measles is highly infectious disease, requiring as little as 15 
minutes contact for spread 

Since vaccination was introduced in the UK in 1968, it is 
estimated that it has averted 20 million measles cases and 
4,500 deaths and the rubella vaccine has averted an estimated 
1,300 congenital rubella syndrome births and 25,000 
terminations.  

In England, we are seeing a small but definite, steady decline in 
vaccine uptake 

It is with your help as you are on the frontline, in reaching those 
not yet vaccinated. We must all speak confidently about the 
value of vaccines and leave the public in no doubt that they are 
safe and save lives. 

We must work together to ensure underserved populations 
– the so-called hard to reach, both the unimmunised and 
under immunised - are engaged and offered vaccines 
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Measles & Rubella Elimination Strategy  

• PHE nationally have produced a Measles and Rubella Elimination UK Strategy. 

Measles is highly infectious and can lead to serious complications and, on rare 

occasions, it can be fatal. To achieve and maintain elimination, WHO 

recommends that we aim for 95% uptake with two doses of MMR by 5 years of 

age – Sheffield, currently at 87.1%  

 

• This strategy also highlights the need to increase both vaccination and recording 

of healthcare workers MMR status (This is YOU!). This is to reduce the risk to 

staff of catching measles and transmitting it to patients and colleagues. In 

addition to the disease burden for individuals, outbreak management in health 

care settings is resource intensive with implications for staff management with 

unvaccinated staff who are exposed to measles infection having to be excluded 

from the workplace.  

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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MMR - 
Measles, 
Mumps 
and 
Rubella 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Routine Schedule 

Dose 1 – given at 1 year old (on or after the child’s first birthday) **  

Dose 2 – given at 3 years, 4m or soon after (with pre-school 
booster) 

**Doses given prior to 12 months of age should not be 
counted** 

MMR catch up - for 10 and 11 year olds, Actively invite all 
those missing one or both doses of MMR. (NHS England and 
GPC England have agreed an item of service payment of £5 per 
patient for the extra cost of a catch-up campaign)  

16 years and over –opportunistically immunise patients that 
have no record or incomplete vaccination. (The Green Book 
recommends those patients born before 1970 do not require 
MMR vaccination). 
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Unknown or uncertain vaccination history 

NHS public health functions agreement 2018-19 core service specification 
National immunisation programme.  

• 3.8. Every appropriate opportunity should be taken to check vaccination status 
and offer immunisation to individuals who may have missed or not fully completed the 
national routine schedule. If the status of that person is incomplete then any 
necessary doses of vaccine should be offered as outlined in the Green Book. Timely 
vaccination for each individual is important to ensure the best protection. 

 

• 3.11. Any missing doses should be offered as appropriate to ensure that everyone 
has completed an age-appropriate course. The link below provides guidance on the 
vaccination of individuals with uncertain or incomplete immunisation status:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-withuncertain-or-
incomplete-immunisation-status 

 

Do you see new child registrants?  

Is someone responsible for checking immunisation records of new 
registrants? 

How does your practice record immunisation histories? 

How does this information get to Child health (0-19 years only)? 
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Don’t forget selective vaccinations 

BCG  

• Offered to all infants following birth or movements in, living in 
areas of the UK where annual incidence of TB is 40/100,000 or 
greater. 

• Offered to all infants following birth or movements in where one or 
more parent or grandparent was born in a country where the 
annual incidence of TB is 40/100,000 or greater. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tuberculosis-tb-by-country-rates-per-
100000-people  

 

Contact Manor clinic 0114 307 8390 for advice/referral 
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SystmOne 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Flu eligibility/ responsibility 19/20 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Eligible Group Responsibility of 

2 & 3 yrs on 31st August 2019, so will be turning 4 yrs 
during the season. 

DOB 1-9-15 to 31-8-17 

GP Practice  

School Yrs R,1,2,3,4,5 & 6 
 

Secondary school aged children ‘at risk’  

School provider (Intrahealth 0333 3583397 – opt 7) 
GP (to only at risk)  

GP 

6 months to 18yrs in clinical risk groups 
 

(carers & close contacts of immunocompromised individuals) 

GP 
School provider (if eligible as above) 

18yrs to under 65 yrs in clinical risk groups  
 

(carers and close contacts of immunocompromised individuals) 

GP  
Pharmacy 

Pregnant women (include those who become pregnant 
during flu season & those who were pregnant in last 

season) 

GP  
Pharmacy 

Maternity services (STH, Jessops) 

Aged 65 years and over (including those turning 65 
during the flu season - prior to 31.3.20) 

DOB on or before 31.3.1955 

GP 
Pharmacy 

Those living in long-stay residential care homes or other 
long-stay care facilities  

GP 
Pharmacy (if invited by care home) 

Frontline health and social care workers  GP - opportunistic 
Pharmacy 

Employer (Occupational health) 
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Flu vaccines 19/20 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Product  Suitable for use in Ordering 

QIV children 

LAIV/ Fluenz® – Live nasal spray (2 
years to under 18 years) 

(Inactivated where contraindicated  
or under 2 years - please see new 
chapter 19 of green book re egg 
allergy) 

All aged 2 & 3 years 

6 months to under 18 years clinical 
at-risk 

 

 

Both vaccines provided from central 
stock GP to order through Immform 

QIVe/Various  

(Sanofi 
Pasteur/Mylan/GlaxoSmithKline) 

Standard egg-grown  

Quadrivalent vaccines  

Clinical at-risk / eligible adults 
under 65 years 

GP to place order  

aTIV /Fluad® 

  

Adjuvanted trivalent vaccine  

Adults 65 years and over (or those 
who become 65 before 31 March 
2020) 

GP to place order 

QIVc /Flucelvax tetra® 

 Cell-grown quadrivalent vaccine  

  

Clinical at-risk / eligible adults 
under 65 years 

& 

Adults 65 years and over 

GP to place order 
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Reducing differences in uptake/ Ideas 

• Check the child is in the UK at registration with GP 

• Ensure immunisation histories are recorded (not just scanned) and Child health 
are informed (0-19 yrs) 

• Actively recall using Child health missing imms lists (0-5 yrs) 

• MMR catch up 10 & 11 yr olds  

• Make every contact count, take the opportunity to check their vaccination status 
and bring them up to date. 

• Working together across professional networks – Know your link 0-19 team (HV 
& SN), Children's centres. 

• Utilise specialist support workers and social workers especially where children 
are on safeguarding, looked after or early help plans, know the icons on your IT 
systems that alert you to these. Missing immunisations should form part of any 
care/action plans for these vulnerable children where families are receiving 
increased support. 

• Be flexible with appointments 

• Flag patient records for non-attenders 

• Ringing patients to understand non attendance and provide support and 
reassurance – use interpreters where required. 

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph21/resources/immunisations-reducing-differences-in-uptake-in-
under-19s-pdf-1996231968709 
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Make a Pledge 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

What could you implement at your 

practice to target those hard to reach 

patients or what ideas could you share 

with your fellow neighbouring 

practices to increase uptake? 

 



NHS England and NHS Improvement 

Incident Management 
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Cold chain 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

• In addition to the fridge thermometer there should be an additional independent thermometer 
(probe/data logger OR BOTH!)  

• Read: take a daily reading of the thermometer’s maximum, minimum and current 
temperatures at the same time every day during the working week – recommended twice 
daily 

• Record: record temperatures (actual/ max/ min) in a standard fashion, on a standard form 
and sign each entry on the recording sheet  

• Reset: reset the thermometer(s) after each reading. The thermometers should also be reset 
when temperatures have stabilised after periods of high activity e.g. restocking/ busy clinic 

• React: the person making the recording should take action if the temperature falls outside 
the +2ºC to +8ºC range, document this action and follow next slide 

 

Make sure your practice has an 

up to date SOP or policy for 

cold chain and management of 

incidents 
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Cold chain failure 

• QUARANTINE! 

 

• REPORT & TAKE ADVICE: Contact SIT 
duty desk (england.sybsit@nhs.net or call 
any coordinators number) SIT will email 
out an incident form  

 

• Provide temperature readings 

 

• Check SPC and contact vaccine 
manufacturer for vaccine specific advice 
(stability and changes to expiry dates). 

 

• Report any vaccine stock loss incidents to 
ImmForm for centrally supplied vaccines. 

 

• Identify and implement changes to 
practice, procedures, processes identified 
from root cause analysis 

 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

mailto:england.sybsit@nhs.net
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Future considerations 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Consider a cold chain audit to identify any risks within your practice area (contact your co-
ordinator for an example audit tool) Audit 

Nominate a named person as the V&I’s lead within your area of work, as well as a deputy. Nominate 

Ensure all staff involved in vaccine handling (receipt-administration) are fully trained Training 

Ensure fridges are regularly serviced/ calibrated and keep a record. Service 

Consider purchasing data loggers. Consider 

Consider use of Keep your vaccines healthy poster Use 
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Reporting 
other 
incidents 
to SIT 

Type of incident: 

• Administration – 

• Duplicate vaccines given 

• Incorrect vaccine given 

• Out of date vaccine given 

 

• Scheduling – 

• Recommended gap between doses not 
observed 

 

Why report? 

• Identify WHAT happened – ensure 
explanation to patient/carer 

• Identify WHY it happened – root cause 

• LEARN and SHARE lessons 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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• Immform Fridge failure help sheet: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fridge-failures-immform-
helpsheet-18 

 

• Public Health England. Protocol for ordering, storing and handling vaccines: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protocol-for-ordering-storing-and-
handling-vaccines  

 

• Public Health England Vaccine incident guidance.  Actions to take in response to 
vaccine errors: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-incident-guidance-
responding-to-vaccine-errors 

 

Incident management links and resources 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Meet the SIT team 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 

Sally Eapen-Simon- Screening and Immunisation Lead  

Kathy Wakefield - Senior Screening and Immunisation Manager 

Leanne Riley – Screening and Immunisation Manager 

Tracey Turner- Screening and Immunisation Coordinator 

(Barnsley) 

0113 8253475 

Sarah Archer -  Screening and Immunisation Coordinator 

(Doncaster) 

0113 8251121 

 

Sarah Dearns - Screening and Immunisation Coordinator 

(Rotherham & Bassetlaw) 

 

Jo Talbot  –  Assistant Screening and Immunisation Coordinator 

(Rotherham & Bassetlaw) 

0113 8251417 

 

 

0113 8253398 

 

Katie Markham - Screening and Immunisation Coordinator 

(Sheffield) 

 

Tracey Archer – Assistant Screening and Immunisation 

Coordinator (Sheffield) 

 

 

0113 8250782 

 

0113 8252853 

Health Protection Team/ 

Acute Response Centre       

0113 3860 300 
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Public Health England Gov.UK website: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation 

Green Book: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/immunisation-against-infectious-disease-the-green-
book 

PGD’s NHSE North: https://www.england.nhs.uk/north/our-work/pgds/  

 

Vaccination of individuals with uncertain or incomplete immunisation status algorithm: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccination-of-individuals-with-uncertain-or-incomplete-
immunisation-status 

 

Vaccine Update: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/vaccine-update 

Complete Immunisation Schedule: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-complete-routine-
immunisation-schedule 

 

Vaccines and Gelatine: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/vaccines-and-gelatine-phe-response  

 

Vaccine Management – ordering, storing and handling: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protocol-for-ordering-storing-and-handling-vaccines 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vaccine-storage-management-care-quality-commission-inspection 

 

Resources and useful links 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 
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Any questions 

Sheffield a local picture of immunisations 


