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UPDATE ECA/ASA
Dear Advisers,

Kathleen and I have gone through our third geographic change together.  
Since February 1st, Kathleen and I are responsible for South and Central 
Asia.  I’d like to thank all of you for working with us throughout the years and 
being very patient while we learn the different regions.  We are both glad that 
whatever change we are given, we manage to continue to work with South 
Asia.

Thank you for your day-to-day commitment to educational advising and your 
continued dedication to your work

February 12th, the USBT’s will be in Washington and we have 2 advisers 
from South Asia participating in the program: Luna from New Delhi and 
Arefin from Dhaka.

As spring arrives, it’s time for the NAFSA annual conference.  Although my 
office was not able to fund all the advisers who applied to attend the 
conference this year, we still have good solid representation for our region.   
I’m looking forward to seeing you there and would like to encourage those 
who didn’t get funding this year to try again next year and to talk with 
Kathleen about other training possibilities that would enhance your 
professional development.  For those of you attending the conference and 
pre-conference events, please take this opportunity to get to know at least 
one or two new U.S. university admissions office people while you’re in the 
USA.  This is a good way to find financial aid for your advisees.

I know there are a lot of exciting things going on at your centers and look 
forward to hearing about them.  The time of year is approaching when your 
student advisees will begin hearing from their schools of choice.  When a 
student stops by your office to give you good news, why not keep a record of 
your success and ask the student to write a short testimonial of your work?  
Then, you can share those write-ups so the rest of us can send you some 
electronic pats on the back for the wonderful work you do.

All the best, Ella



Guiding 
Students
Toward a 

Better 
Future….

REAC UPDATE
As noted above by Ella, I have been given a change in responsibility.   Now, 
instead of South Asia and the Gulf, I am REAC for South and Central Asia 
(SCA).   In March I will travel to Kiev to attend the Eurasian regional advising 
conference, meet my new advisers in person, and begin the practical 
changes that will affect them.  There are at this time eighteen advising 
centers in the five countries of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan with which I’ll be working.

I may ask some of you to step forward to act as mentors for some of these 
advisers, who I hope will be able to do short internships with EducationUSA 
centers in South Asia.  I remain very proud of the advising work done in your 
region, and of the good network you provide for one another, and I think 
Central Asian advisers will learn much from you.  

As for news of advisers in South Asia:
Congratulations to Lubna in Lahore, whose son was married in December.   

Congratulations to Selena in Kathmandu, who will be married in March.  

I also want to thank Swetha in Bangalore, who has for the past three years 
served as a liaison for South Asia to the ADSEC part of NAFSA.  Shevanti in 
Kolkata is taking on the responsibility for this position from May 2007.  

Network, Follow-up, Feedback….
SUDARSHAN SAHA, USEFI-Kolkata

I attended the USBT in May 2003. That was my first visit to US. An 
advisor’s dream does not come to true or an advisor’s professionalism does 
not mature until he/she has attended the USBT and NAFSA. This is true in 
my opinion. Please remember that by attending USBT and NAFSA, we are 
expected to take more responsibilities, expand our network and have more 
confidence in our job. If you are really interested to do more, to learn more, 
to disseminate information, you may consider the three processes: Network, 
Follow-up and Feedback. A couple of examples from my own experience 
may help you to understand.

During my USBT in 2003, I met Mr. Stephen Thewlis of the Golden Gate 
University (many of you know him) for the first time. He is still in contact with 
me and we have built up a good friendship. He came to Kolkata for the first 
time in 2005, which is due to the network we started during my visit in 2003. 

In 2006 I got the opportunity to attend the NAFSA in Montreal. I also visited 
Ohio for the campus visits program prior to the NAFSA conference. I used 
my earlier experience to get optimum results. This time I was able to utilize 



my Ohio contacts for the International Education Week (IIE) Program. I first 
created a Listserv of my contacts and started communication with them, 
giving details of our program plan. The same communication was sent to 
other contacts made by Shevanti Narayan and Dr. Sunrit Mullick.  We 
requested everyone to send printed brochures (for distribution), posters, and
promotional gifts. The response was pretty good. We received lot of 
materials to distribute and for the poster fair.  

In our day-long IEW program, we organized a U.S. universities/colleges 
Poster Fair. We used all the materials received from the U.S. universities 
and colleges. About 200 students visited our poster exhibit. We also had a 
Digital Video Conference (DVC) with five schools in Ohio, which was 
attended by 60 students. The two programs were very successful. The 
comment from Ohio State University is as follows “We all had a terrific time.
I want to say thank you very much.  David Smith of the MBA program was 
really energized. He turned to me after the fair and said, "It's 8:30AM and 
I have already been to India and back!” He thought it was a terrific 
fair…..and just the type of activities he wants to be involved with. (Email from 
Jennifer Marinello, Assistant Director, Graduate Admissions Office). The 
attached two photos will give you the glimpse of our program.

A moment at the Digital Video Conference with the Ohio 
group of universities/colleges  



One more example of Network, Follow-Up, and Feedback:  I was an un-
invited guest to the Linden reception in Montreal (during the NAFSA 
conference). My colleague, Swetha Muthanna of Bangalore, introduced me 
to Mr. Greg Walker of the Linden Group. We never had the Linden Group 
visit us in Eastern India.  Upon introduction, I requested Mr. Walker to 
consider including Kolkata in Linden’s fair tour. He had shown interest, so I 
started an email communication immediately after my return from Montreal. 
But it was not easy. My first communication did not reach Greg.   I then 
asked Debbie (Deborah Hefferon) to help, and finally I was invited by Greg to 
give a presentation to the Linden Group in Hyderabad on September 28, 
2006. I prepared a Power Point presentation on “Eastern India and The 
Trends in Its Higher Education Market”.  The result is that Linden will be 
visiting Kolkata for the first time in September 2007!!

All of the above results are the outcome of Network, Feedback and Follow-
up.

Educational Advising & Outreach 
Services at USEFP
All the USEFP’s advising services are free of charge!

USEFP operates an advising center in Islamabad as well as an active 
outreach program to schools, colleges and universities all over 
Pakistan. The center has a library of resources for student use, 
including college catalogues and reference manuals dealing with every 
aspect of the college admissions process and a few computer stations 
for college browsing. 

Information session on Graduate Studies in the US, part 
of International Education Week Program (with a 
background view of the U.S. Universities/colleges Poster 
Exhibit)



Apart from conventional advising, pre departure orientation etc. the 
major portion of our work is dedicated to the workshops and training 
that we offer for students and teachers.  Our advisors have developed 
workshops on:

•    financial aid
•    writing the college application essay
•    writing effective letters of recommendation. 

It is these workshops that have added value to our services and have
resulted in schools getting in touch with us and requesting times for 
training programs.  We believe that these services, which are also free 
of charge, give us a good opportunity to market US higher education 
and create a natural bias in the mind of the student and the advisor.

The center also produces a newsletter, Outreach, featuring programs 
and activities of the month and informative articles. Currently, our 
mailing list is comprised of over 1200 contacts in schools and 
universities in Pakistan. We also have a list of university officials in the 
US who get a soft copy of the Newsletter

In order to reach the population of areas far removed from Islamabad, 
USEFP has established outreach centers in Agriculture University in 
Faisalabad,  Bahaudin Zakarya University in Multan and Lahore College 
of Arts and Sciences in Lahore. These centers not only provide access 
to students in the institution where they are located but also attract the 
student population in the localities of these outreach centers.

A Workshop Idea for your High 
School Counselor’s Networks                     
from Lubna Anwar, Lahore Pakistan

As students wait anxiously for their I-20s, they and their parents are getting 
concerned about the visa application process. In the past the advising office
received many last minute urgent requests for assistance in filling out student 
visa forms and for help in understanding the entire visa process. 

Keeping this in mind, for our first workshop for the Lahore Advisors Network 
in 2007, we have decided to focus on the topic of student visas. To enable 
colleagues and advisors to understand the process and be better able to 
guide their students on how to fill in the visa forms and how to prepare for the 
visa interview, we have requested the Vice Consul of the Visa Section, US 
Embassy, Islamabad to come to Lahore to explain to the Lahore Advisers 
Network the entire visa process and to provide tips for preparing students for



a visa interview. 

Park of this workshop will be a guided tour of the Consular Section at the US 
Consulate Lahore, which conveys the ambiance of the visa office at the US 
Embassy, and which will hopefully provide a feel of the experience. It is 
expected that guidance counselors will get a useful insider’s view of the visa
process and will be better able to prepare students for the visa interview!

The program has been charted as follows:

Lahore Advisors Network Meeting, Feb. 2007: 

Workshop on Student Visas:  Understanding the Visa Process: A 
Practical Demonstration.
·       Filling in Student Visa Application Forms
·       Making the SEVIS payment on line
·       Applying via American Express: A talk by AmEx visa courier 
service official
·       Explaining Advised Documentation for the Visa Interview: 
        Tips by Consular Officer and Student Advisor
·       A view of the Consular Section and the ‘visa’ windows with 
        simulated visa interviews by the Consular Officer.
·       Tea and Sandwiches for our distinguished guests!!
Date: Thursday February 22, 2007
Time: 10 to 11.30 am
Venue: Information Resource Center
        US Consulate
        50 Empress Road

USEF-Nepal’s Outreach Ideas
In February 2007, USEF-Nepal Educational Advisers Gaurav Katwal and 
Selena Malla made an outreach visit to Pokhara, a city at the foothills of the 
Himalayas. The Advisers tried two new ideas for this visit.

1. Sponsorship
Outreach can be expensive. Among other costs, the advising center pays for 
transportation, equipment and hall charges, and accommodation. To defray 
some of these costs, USEF-Nepal’s advising center used a sponsor in its 
outreach visit to Pokhara. Our sponsor, a travel agency, paid for roundtrip air 
tickets and charges for the hall we
rented for presentations. In return, we distributed the travel agency’s fliers
and suggested the travel agent as an option to students wanting to travel to 
the US in the future. 



Outreach students received fliers from our sponsor 
along with the advising center’s brochures.

This same travel agency also sponsors our pre-departure orientations: we 
are nurturing a long term relationship that is mutually beneficial, that does not 
compromise our center’s values, and – most importantly – that benefits more 
students wanting to study in the USA. With funding assistance from a 
sponsor, USEF-Nepal’s advising center will be able to conduct more 
outreach activities.

2. Workshop for American 
Corner staff
Nepal has four American 
Corners in four different 
cities outside Kathmandu. 
Advisers timed their Pokhara 
outreach with the yearly 
American Corner meeting 
taking place in Pokhara. 
Coordinating with the 
American Center, we 
organized a brief workshop 
for the American Corner 
staff, providing them with 
basic advising information. 
We trained them on standardized exams and resources to refer to students 
aspiring for higher education in the USA. We also discussed the various 
possibilities for future collaborations. In past years, American Corner staff 
has been instrumental in organizing outreach activities to their cities. The 
workshop we conducted for American Corner staff enables them to properly 
assist the students that come to their American Corners looking for 
resources for studying in the USA. By meeting them all in person, we have 
now established a stronger working relationship for future programs.

You Don’t Know What You Have 
Missed Until You Experience It
Shabbir Hussain, Alumnus of USEFI Mumbai, about student life at Indiana 
Univ.

To start with, this university is nothing less than unique. The beauty of the 
campus enthralls you, and its no wonder its campus is ranked one of the 
most beautiful in the US (source: Campus as a work of Art). The fraternities 
dating back to the early years of this century tell you a story about the history 
and tradition at this university. The art and culture of this university is reputed 
throughout the country. One needs to go to the Art Centre here, apart from 
the operas in the School of Music. Also, the Lilly Library which has the 
world’s largest collection of mechanical puzzles is one of its kind, and the 



SoFA Gallery is a must visit for art connoisseurs. There are around 12 
Broadway theatre shows yearly, which although I haven’t been yet, I would 
like to go sometime.

The Bloomington Worldwide Friendship is an association in Bloomington 
which aims at connecting international students with locals.  It’s doing a good 
job in fostering a harmonious society. I have been adopted by an American 
family here who call me over occasionally for lunch/dinner apart from 
community events. In this way we get to exchange our cultures and I get to 
understand the American lifestyle firsthand.

The Kelley School of Business, of which I am part of, has a lot to offer too, in 
terms of guest lectures, civic leadership development opportunities apart 
from professional networking events. Kelley has strong and faithful alumni, 
who come to campus to enrich our learning experience by sharing their 
professional experiences. Top executives from top consulting firms such as 
Deloitte, McKinsey, PWC, Ernst and Young, Wipro Consulting, Diamond 
Consulting, Accenture come over to our campus for guest lectures. Apart 
from this, we also have one-on-one networking sessions where we get to an 
opportunity to interact with top executives of such organizations. The 
placement scenario is pretty good out here too, as compared to other 
schools in the mid west. The MSIS program in particular is pretty intensive, 
but a well designed program that gives a technology focused approach to 
business. The leadership committee of this program takes good care of its 
students in general and the chairman takes particular interest in the 
placement of the students. Also, the professors here are pretty much 
approachable and have an open door policy towards their students. The 
atmosphere at school is more geared towards understanding and 
experimenting with business aspects in an academic setting. Almost all our 
learning is team-based and experiential. Currently I am doing a capstone 
project with Roche Diagnostics, where our team is handling a real life 
business problem faced by Roche. Also for one of the class this semester, I 
have to write a management consulting proposal as a part of my deliverables 
for this course.

On a different note, I have had a chance to attend a guest lecture of Dr. 
Amartya Sen and to meet him personally, when he came to our university.

The IU library has an exhaustive collection of around 4 million books, dealing 
with subjects ranging from philosophy to music. Apart from this, there are 
regional school libraries which have literature concerning the particular 
school. The lectures are geared towards an interactive session, which makes 
learning an enjoyable process.

Basketball is really big in this university. Go Hoosiers! Come a basketball 
game and people would leave school or work early, and go watch the game. 
Since this is a small town, traveling isn’t that big a problem; the university 
transport system works just fine. There are places to hang out, and even if 



you are not a drinker, you can have fun going for ice-creams and movies 
although it can become boring if you do not have like-minded friends around. 
There is the student recreation centre, where you can go for badminton, 
indoor soccer, table tennis, swimming, tennis, squash etc. Then there are 
intra-murals sports, which you can participate and compete in.

One thing bad about this place is the weather. Unlike universities in CA or 
TX, it can get really cold here about -15C or more. In the summers it is the 
other extreme. You would not find a lot of Indians at the graduate level, since 
there is no School of Engineering which generally attracts a lot of Indians. 
But this is good in a way, since you have a much richer global, multi-cultural 
experience. 

I have been a TA for strategic management for the under-graduate classes in 
the business school, and it has been an over-whelming experience. I get to 
judge and grade case studies, which has in-turn helped me hone my own 
skills and observation. Also, my job as a programmer for the University 
Information Technology Systems sufficiently covers for my living expenses. If 
you have work experience then it is an added advantage in obtaining a job 
out here, as it was for me. I also have a unique opportunity to be associated 
with a Civic Leadership Development institute to perform a gap analysis of 
the CLD website. This is a challenging non-profit initiative which I would like 
to drive to completion. 

The nearest big city to this place is Indianapolis, which is about an hour 
away. But you wouldn’t need to go there frequently, since all your needs 
would be met in Bloomington itself. There is a theatre screening Hindi 
movies in Indianapolis, so if ever you feel homesick, Indy is the place to go. 
Also, a few world-famous racing events occur in Indy, so whether or not you 
are a racing freak, this race is a must watch.

To sum it up, I am having good professional as well as personal experiences 
at IU and will miss this once I graduate. All I can say is this:  you don’t know 
what you have missed until you experience it.


