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San Fernando Valley Japanese American Citizens League Newsletter 
December, 2010 

SFVJACL 69th ANNUAL INSTALLATION OF 
OFFICERS LUNCHEON 

  
Our annual 2011 Installation Luncheon is just two months away 

and it will be another inspiring event.  The Board invites all JACLers to 
socialize with old and new friends and view our past year of activities.  
We look forward to seeing many of you.  The Luncheon will be held at: 
  Place: ODYSSEY RESTAURANT 
                        15600 Odyssey Drive 
                        Granada Hills, CA 91344 

Date:   Sunday, January 23, 2011 
  
         Time: 11:30   No Host Social 
                        12:00   Lunch 
                        1:00    Program 
  Cost:   $36.00 per person 
  This year, our guest speaker is Tamlyn Tomita, a familiar face 
on the big screen, television and also at the San Fernando Valley 
Community Center.  She was born in Okinawa, was a Nisei Week 
Queen, actress, singer and activist.  We all remember Tamlyn in the 
Karate Kid and the Joy Luck Club a few of the many films she's acted 
in. I know we will all find her challenges and accomplishments 
inspirational. 
 
For reservations contact:  Linda Tanaka at Lkitai@hotmail.com  
                                          or (805) 527-1224 
Make checks payable to SFVJACL and send to:  Linda Tanaka 
                                            2287 Graceland St., Simi Valley, CA  93065 
Hope you will be there to be inspired for the New Year. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
 
 

COME JOIN US IN 
THE FUN AND 
ACTIVITIES 

 
December 11, 2010 
Christmas Party 
 
January 18, 2011 
Third Tuesday Movie 
Outing 
 
January 23, 2011 
Installation Luncheon 
 
February 12, 2011 
The Harimaya Bridge 
 
February 15, 2011 
Third Tuesday Movie 
Outing 
 
February 19, 2011 
Day of Remembrance 
 
June 18, 2011 
Manzanar: Story of an 
American Family 
 

 
 
 
 
Please email 
kyoshino@verizon.net 
or send comments to: 
Nancy Gohata 
14229 Carl Street   
Arleta, CA  91331 

Questions or 
Comments? 

SFV JACL HOLIDAY PARTY REMINDER 
Saturday, December 11, 2010 

5:30 p.m. 
SFV Japanese American Community Center 

12953 Branford Street, Pacoima 
POTLUCK DINNER – Bring a main dish and either a salad or dessert 

GIFT EXCHANGE - Bring a new, wrapped gift, $10 maximum 
VISIT FROM SANTA – For children 10 and under,  

contact Nancy Gohata at (818) 899-4237 
                or at yaiko16@verizon.net by December 4, 2010 
                RSVP TO:  Marion Shigekuni (818) 893-1581 or               
                            pshig2000@verizon.net 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

November 24, 2010 
 
While getting ready to leave work for the Thanksgiving holiday, a co-worker's daughter came up to me 
and asked me about what Thanksgiving was all about. I had to think about that for awhile. What was I 
told about Thanksgiving in history class in elementary school? What was the story line in A Charlie 
Brown's Thanksgiving that I watched many decades ago? Is it a holiday where we give thanks for what 
we have or is it a horrible reminder of the atrocities by the pilgrims against the Native American Indians 
(hmm, we ARE a civil rights organization aren't we)? 
 
I decided not to go into detail with this 7 year old girl about how the American Indians helped the 
pilgrims avoid starvation by teaching them how to harvest food off the land. Instead, I told her it was a 
day to reflect on what we are thankful for. Not just for the food on the table, but what we are thankful 
for in all aspects of our lives. She thought about it for a minute and said, "I am thankful that Christmas 
is coming soon, does that count?" Kids! Her mother and I just laughed. 
 
Over the past year, I have had so much to be thankful for: in my personal life, my professional life and 
my life at the JACL. I thought I would take a few minutes to share with you what I am thankful for 
regarding the JACL. 
 
I am thankful for: 
 

• the excellent work by our PSW Board and Regional Director, Craig Ishii, who have captured the 
interest of young folks and breathed new life into the District 

• the commitment by so many of our chapter members who continue to pay dues to support the 
JACL and who give their time and energy to help us with our events and fundraisers 

• the dedication of the SFVJACL Board members who month after month give of their time to 
bring cultural events to the SFV and address civil rights issues  

• the businesses and individuals who support the Holiday Ad Drive, a major fundraiser for PSW 
and SFVJACL 

 
I am most thankful for the friendships, the love, the compassion, and the caring that I have seen by 
JACLers. It has been a tough year as some of our friends have been diagnosed with illnesses or passed 
away. I am thankful for the impact they have made on my life and the lives of many others. There is a 
spirit that is common in JACLers: one of kindness, one of fairness, one of helpfulness. In life and in 
death, in good times and bad, I have seen JACLers step up and help their fellow man (or woman). What 
a joy it is to witness such wonderful kindness and to be a part of an organization made up of amazing 
individuals. 
 
I hope everyone has a joyous holiday season and  
a Happy New Year and I thank you for being a part  
of my life.   
  
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Brian Moriguchi 
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SFV JACL CHILDREN’S DAY 
 

Education, excitement, energy all gathered together on October 2 during the SFV JACL’s 
Children’s Day held at the Community Center. Board members got up early to prepare their famous 
“Ono Ono” chicken plate that sold out with proceeds earmarked for the Scholarship Fund. Marion 
Shigekuni and sidekick, Mitzi Kushida, were Top Chefs that day! Thank you to Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi 
for his donation in honor of his wife, Kay.   

With the help of Carolyn Sanwo of Heritage Books, author Shig Yabu told youngsters how 
internees felt about their pets that they left at home and how a magpie bird became a friend in their 
book,  “Hello, Maggie”.  Nancy Hadlock, Manzanar National Park ranger, simulated the personal 
choices that grandparents had to make while packing on short order while Phil Shigekuni met with 
guests who were interested in Camp 101. 

The theme took families through New Year’s Day, Children’s Day, and Moon Viewing with 
rich, fun filled activities.  New Year’s Day was heralded with Taiko, wish tree, and the Japanese 
Language Institute table for writing kanji or calligraphy. The youngsters wrote their names on long 
white strips and hung it on freshly cut bamboo. Mrs. Jonokuchi exhibited her exquisite Boys; and 
Girls’ Day collection as a model for kokeshi doll making brought to life by Sue Wong and Emi Scott.  
  Of course, making onigiri was a hit since you can eat your sample. Pacific Southwest JACL 
President, Craig Ishii, and intern, Keiko Arzouman added zest with their youthful enthusiasm.  
Gyotaku (fish printing) was drying on tables led by artisans, Hazel Isa and Eileen Furukawa. Kids had 
fun making origami with Kay Yamada who got a fan and towel donation from Union Bank to created a 
clever new craft item. The Soroban Center led by Dale Kadonaga taught a new generation how to use 
an abacus.  Jane Nishii, ceramist, brought clay for the kids to make tanuki dolls and  Japanese toys.  
Tsuru (origami crane) pencils were twirling reminding us of “Sadako and the Thousand Cranes” The 
pencil committee included Linda Tanaka, Chieko Merz, Karen Yoshino, Harold and Ellen Kameya.  

The Ikebana Club’s Mayumi Dennis and club members taught the children how to bring nature 
closer. A Takayama Photo Studio was set up where children were photographed in kimono, yukata, and 
getas with dresser, Linda Tanaka. Mrs. Akutagawa lent her costume collection to make it authentic. 

Nancy Gohata was a show stopper with her song that brought the 70 kids and their families, 
young and old, in community at the end of the day to sing “Haru ga kita”. It was exciting to see our 
young adults helping the smaller kids and cleaning up. The young adults were Grant and Sydney 
Arakawa, Taylor Kariya, Kei Kawada, Derek and Taryn Manaka, Trent Miyagshima, Remy Ng, 
and Sarah Uyehara.   

Many thanks to Doreen  
Kawamoto and Mabel Takimoto for  
being the hostesses with the most.   
Sumi Yamaguchi, Nancy Gohata, and  
Karen Yoshino made goody bags for  
the kids with generous donations from  
members, Union Bank, and Umeya  
Crackers. Yas Gohata, Clara Hashimoto,  
Mas Yamashita, Ellen and Harold  
Kameya, Mary Ishimoto, Al Kushida,   
Dennis and Barbara Okita, Geri Shiraki,  
were everywhere! Thanks to the CC and  
Coordinating Council, especially Lois Okui,  
for their support.  “Our Japanese & Japanese  
American heritage was vivid this day.     Children’s Day concludes with a performance  
Further, the Ono Ono chicken was moist and  of “Haru ga kita” by all the children, lead by 
tasty. A good time was held by all,” reports   Nancy Gohata on the guitar. 
Nancy Oda, 2010 Chair. 
                                                      Article submitted by Nancy Oda 
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2010 PACIFIC CITIZEN HOLIDAY GREETINGS  
HOLIDAY GREETINGS to all our Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue advertisers and donors!  

Although the struggling economy has weighed down our primary fundraiser this year, the good news is that our 
Program Committee is working twice as hard to have meaningful programs and activities for all ages.  For example, the 
first private showing of the movie, Harimaya Bridge, is scheduled for February with the Writer/Director attending. 
(Refer to article in this issue.)   
To make these enjoyable events come to fruition, we thank YOU, our loyal supporters, business & personal advertisers, 
and monetary donors. 

Our warmest THANK YOU and HAPPY HOLIDAYS to all! 
 
Please enjoy the following personal Holiday Greetings from:  
Arakawa, Wally and May     McCabe, Nobuko 
Arimoto, Kats and Fuyo      Merz, Chieko 
Asaoka, Lyle and Mitsu      Mitarai, Evelyn 
DeGracia, Susan      Moriguchi, Bob and Aki  
de Guzman, Jean Paul      Moriguchi, Brian and Jodi 
Frost, Elizabeth and Family     Morita, Chiz 
Fujiu, Momoyo       Nakada, Harry and Helen 
Fukuhara, Bob and Ruth     Nakatsu, George & Barbara 
Gohata, Kim, Paul Chan, Kenyon and Kendall   Nishizaka, John and Harriet 
Gohata, Yas and Nancy      Oda, Kay and Nancy 
Goka, Chiyoko, Sandy & Karl Nobuyuki and Pat Donato Okita,  Dennis and Barbara 
Hashimoto, Clara      Saito, Gary and Elaine 
Hashioka, Henry & May     Sato, Bob and Setsuko 
Hino, Frank & Emi      Scolari, Paul and Remi 
Hirasuna, Dick and Suzie     Shigekuni, Phil and Marion 
Ikuta, Lily       Shiraki, Geri 
Imazu, Roy       Shoji, Butch 
Isa, Hazel       Takimoto, Yoneko 
Ishimoto, Taro and Mary     Tanaka, Linda 
Jonokuchi, Paul       Taylor, Rod and Carol 
Kameya, Harold and Ellen     Tomomatsu, Kiyo 
Kawamoto, Bryce and Rosie     Tsuneishi, Paul and Aiko  
Kawamoto, Doreen      Uyehara, Sam and Terry 
Kawamoto, Keith and Kristina     Yamaguchi, Sumi 
Kobata, Bob       Yamamoto, Tak and Karl Fish 
Kondo, Sono       Yamashiro, Jack & Rose 
Kubota, Pat       Yamashita, Mas and Norma Jean 
Kushida, Al and Mitzi      Yano, Gary and Akemi 
Librando, Greg and Maebelle     Yoshida, Miye 

We also wish to THANK our generous donors:   
Chan, Paul and Gohata, Kim     Nishizaka, John and Harriet 
Gohata, Yas and Nancy      Nishizaka, Dr. Scott & Stacey 
Gonzalez, Jose and Kushida, Doreen    Okita, Dennis and Barbara 
Isa, Hazel       Saito, Gary and Elaine 
Ishimoto, Taro and Mary     Shigekuni, Phil & Marion 
Kubota, Pat       Shimizu, Patrick & Helen 
Merz, Chieko       Yamamoto, Tak and Fish, Karl  
Moriguchi, Bob & Aki      Yoshino, Gary and Karen 
Nakada, Harry  
 
Business and professional advertisers as well as more personal ads will be acknowledged in the coming issues.  Please 
look forward to your copy of the Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue in December. 
 
With much appreciation,  
Holiday Ad Fundraiser Committee:  Nancy Gohata, Marion Shigekuni, Barbara Okita & Mitzi Kushida 
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NANCY GOHATA HONORED AT AWARDS DINNER 
 
 On Saturday, October 9, 2010, Nancy Gohata was honored at JACL Pacific Southwest District’s 14th 
Annual Awards Dinner at The Grand in Long Beach.  Representing the San Fernando Valley, Nancy was 
selected for her commitment to JACL and the Japanese community.  Nancy has been a member of the 
SFVJACL since 1975.  She has served as Chapter President and held numerous offices.  She is currently 
Membership Chair and continues to take a leadership role on the board. 

About 360 people attended the event, which began with dinner and a speech from Craig Ishii about 
the importance of developing a new generation of young leaders to advocate on behalf of our community.  
After a slide presentation, community and chapter honorees gave short speeches while accepting their 
awards.  There were four tables from San Fernando, and Nancy received the loudest ovation of the night.  
Thanks to all who attended and supported Nancy on her special night. 
 
            

From left to right: 
 
           Linda Tanaka, Marion 
           Shigekuni, Barbara Okita,   
           Craig Ishii, Nancy  
           Gohata, Al Kushida,  
           Mitzi Kushida, Phil  
           Shigekuni, Sumi  
           Yamaguchi, Yas Gohata,  
           Harold Kameya and  
           Carol Saito 
        
 
              
      

 MANZANAR: STORY OF AN AMERICAN FAMILY 
 

Save Saturday, June 18, 2011 for MANZANAR: STORY OF AN AMERICAN FAMILY. Rus 
McCoy and Dan Taguchi brought this musical to the Aratani Japan American Theatre in 2002. This very 
moving musical play is coming to our own Community Center. Hopefully, you won't miss it this time. More 
information coming in the February issue of the newsletter. 

 

 NIKKEI NATION 
 

George Toshio Johnston has launched a Web-only news source for Japanese American communities 
across the United States called NikkeiNation.net.  George frequently contributes articles to the Rafu Shimpo 
and has served as editor for the Pacific Citizen.  The cost of the subscription is $29.99 a year.  If you’re 70 
years of age or older, it’s $29.99 for a lifetime subscription.  Go to NikkeiNation.net to check out the 
publication and download a subscription form.  For more information contact George at George@ 
nikkeination.com. 
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 MEMBERSHIP – LIFE BLOOD OF OUR ORGANIZATION 
 
We welcome new member Paul Jonokuchi 

The National JACL released the status of our membership as of October 2010. At the end of year 
2009, we have lost over 1000 members. In the Pacific Southwest District the total loss was 238. 
In 2010, $944,755 was budgeted from membership dues. At this rate, the projected amount is $712, 096. This 
would leave a shortfall of - $232,659. 

Our goat in the Pacific Southwest District is to get back 70% of the 2010 lapsed members by 
December 15, 2010 which is 167 lapsed members. If you have not renewed your membership, please use the 
membership form in this newsletter. You can also renew on line at www.jacl.org/member. Help us strengthen 
our organization. 
 A JACL application form is in this issue of the newsletter. If you have recruited new members to our 
Chapter, please let us know.   For questions and more information email nancygohata@gmail.com or call 1-
818-899-4237. 

SFV JACL PRESENTS: 
THE HARIMAYA BRIDGE 

Saturday, February 12, 2011 
2:00 p.m. 

SFVJA Community Center 
12953 Branford Street 
Pacoima, CA 91331 

Donation:  $10 per person 
 
SYNOPSIS;  Daniel Holder’s (Ben Guillory) father was killed fighting the Japanese during World War II, 
something he had made peace with until the recent discovery that his father was killed in a very cruel and 
brutal way.  When his beloved son Mickey (Victor Grant) takes a job teaching English in Japan, it creates a 
rift between them. 

Mickey dies in a traffic accident and Daniel’s profound regret at their estrangement is matched only 
by his increasing resentment towards Japan.  Despite these feelings he goes there to retrieve precious items 
belonging to his son.  Cast includes Saki Takaoka, Misa Shimizu and Danny Glover. 
 

Q & A immediately after  
the screening with  
Screen Writer/Director Aaron Woolfolk. 

 
For tickets call Nancy Gohata  
at (818) 899-4237 or  
at yaiko16@verizon.net. 

 
Bento may be purchased for $10.   
Must be ordered by February 1, 2011. 
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Sumi’s Corner 
 
Congratulations to Board members Ellen & Harold Kameya on the arrival of their fourth 

grandchild.  Abigail Leilani Kameya was born on November 15, 2010,  weighing in at 6 lbs. 3 oz. and 
20 inches in height.  She is the second child of proud parents Darren & Kristine Kameya. 

Get well cards were sent to Nancy Oda and Hiroshi Yamaguchi, who both had knee surgery 
Our condolences to Gary & Neal Nakagiri and family on the passing of their father Kay Ichi 

Nakagiri.  A long time JACLer, Kay passed away on October 14, 2010. 
We send good wishes to Clara Hashimoto who will make Colorado her home.  Clara will now 

be closer to her daughter Renee's family.  Clara will be sorely missed, but we look forward to her visit at 
our Holiday Party. 

Chieko Merz looked terrific at her Celebration of Life party.  We wish her a fun time on her hot 
air balloon ride on December 1st. 

 

THIRD TUESDAY MOVIE OUTING 
Our October movie was The Social Network.  Highly acclaimed by top critics, this fact-based 

drama tells the origin of Facebook.  Computer-science student Mark Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisenberg) is an 
unloved outsider at Harvard in 2003 who uses his talent to compete with the elite and eventually becomes 
one of the world’s youngest billionaires. An engaging film, we’re thrust into the computer age, but also to 
the human condition of greed, ego, class tensions and betrayal. 

A second group went to see the feel-good Disney film, Secretariat.  Based on the remarkable true 
story, Secretariat chronicles the spectacular journey of the 1973 Triple Crown winner.  Equally moving is 
the story of Penny Chenery Tweedy (Diane Lane), Secretariat’s owner, who against all odds manages to 
navigate the male-dominated   thorough-bred racing business, ultimately fostering the first Triple Crown 
winner in 25 years. 

In November, we saw The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest, the last of Stieg Larsson’s The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo trilogy.  The Hornet’s Nest unravels the mystery of Lisbeth Salander’s (Noomi 
Rapace) awful past and gives us a glimpse into government corruption.  Lisbeth is recovering from 
injuries she sustained trying to murder her father, the vile Russian spy whom Swedish government old-
timers remain determined to protect.  Now she’s facing jail time and journalist Mikael Bloomkvist 
(Michael Nyqvist) enlists his sister as Lisbeth’s lawyer.  Although Hornets received a mere 58% rating 
from Rotten Tomatoes, this movie goer found the Hornet’s Nest compelling and the ending most 
satisfying. 

Please help us lower our postage cost? 
 

      You can greatly help our chapter by getting the Chapter newsletter via email.  
    Please go to kyoshino@verizon.net and register your e-mail address. 

 
Quality Health Plans since 1965 

1-800-400-6633 
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Japanese American Citizens League 
Membership Application 

Membership Catagories 
Regular/Individual: 
Regular sustaining members of the organization.  
Couple/Family: 
Membership for an individual, their spouse/partner and any children under 25 years of age.  
Youth/Student: 
Members 25 years of age or younger or students currently enrolled in a college, trade school, or university.  
1000 Club: 
A membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the 
organization.  
1000 Club Life: 
Members who pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership.  
1000 Club or Century Club Spouse: 
Spouse or partner of a JACL 1000 Club or Century Club member.  
Century Club: 
An exclusive membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the 
organization.  
Century Club Life: 
An exclusive membership category where members pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership.  
Millennium Club: 
A premier membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the 
organization.  
Millennium Club Spouse:  
Spouse or partner of a JACL Millennium Club member.  
 

 

 New Member  Renewing Membership  Gift Membership    San Fernando Valley Chapter 
 

 Regular/Individual $67.00  1000 Club Individual $100.00  Century Club Spouse $32.00 

 Couple/Family $110.00  1000 Club Spouse $32.00  Century Club Life $5000.00 

 Youth/Students $25.00  1000 Club Life $3000.00  Millennium Club $1000.00 

   Century Club $175.00  Millennium Spouse $36.00 
Member Information 
 Member ID: ___________________________(renewals only) 
 First Name ________________________________________________________ 

 Last Name _________________________________________________________ 

 Street Address _________________________________________________________ 

 Suite/Apt. # _________________________________________________________ 

 City _________________________________________________________ 

 State ____________________________ Zip Code ____________________ 

 Phone _____________________ (Work/Day)   _____________________ (Home) 

Payment Method 
  Check  Credit Card 

 Please make checks payable to: Visa  MasterCard  American Express 
 Japanese American Citizens League Card Number  _____________________________ 
     Expiration Date  __________________(month and year) 

Send the completed application along with your payment via U.S. mail to: 
 JACL Membership 
 P.O. Box 45397 

San Francisco, CA 94145-0397


