
History Segue 

Student Instructions 

Introduction: We all have a past. The formal and systematic process of recording and 
analyzing events of the past is the task of historians. Historical work is conducted in 
many different parts of society. This segue will examine the role of historical science as 
a tool for exploring and understanding the world around us in order to live better lives in 
the future. 

Before Class: Watch the assigned videos for the week. These deal with both historical 
and pre-historical topics. Note the difference between history and prehistory. History is 
those parts that were observed and recorded while prehistory is much more speculative 
and is indirectly interpreted from archaeological remains and other kinds of evidence. In 
the Pacific islands most of what we know is pre-history rather than history because it 
was only recently that people began to write down information. 

During Class: 

1. The instructor will begin with a brief (2 minute) time-line overview of the 
prehistory and history of the Pacific island region. Note that formal “history” only 
begins with the arrival of people using writing systems although oral traditions 
that are often very accurate do extend back thousands of years. 

2. The instructor will next briefly (2 minutes) discuss some of the plants associated 
with different cultures of the past in the Pacific island region. 

3. The recent history of Hawaii has been quite rich in plants. Some of these plants 
are presented around the class room. 

4. Now it is time for your task! The instructor will ask you to get together in groups 
of two students. Given what you have learned about plants in class so far and 
what you may or may not know about the history of Hawaii, try to line up the 
plants in order as to when they were most important in the history of Hawaii. The 
first pair of students to get the correct order wins. Move fast! 

5. The instructor will conclude with a brief discussion of some things that people do 
who have studied history. 

Follow-up: Think about plants that will represent your life (now and in the future). If 
someone were writing a history about you and your friends and family, what plants 
would be mentioned? Write a paragraph or two about it to turn in next week. 


