
Suspended Games 
 
The decision as to whether to suspend any game is at the sole discretion of the 
Referee, according to NCAA Rules: 
 
Rule 3 Section 3 
Referee’s Discretionary Timeout 
ARTICLE 3. a. The referee may suspend the game temporarily when conditions 
warrant such action. The referee may declare and charge himself with a timeout for 
any contingency not elsewhere covered by the rules (A.R. 3-3-3-I and II). 
 
When the game is stopped by actions of a person(s) not subject to the rules or for any 
other reasons not in the rules and cannot continue, the referee shall: 
1. Suspend play and direct the players to their team areas. 
2. Refer the problem to those responsible for the game’s management. 
3. Resume the game when he determines conditions are satisfactory. 
c. If a game is suspended under Rules 3-3-3-a and b before the end of the fourth 
period and cannot be resumed, conference policy shall determine whether the game 
will be resumed at a later date, terminated or forfeited (and the final score). If no 
conference policy is applicable to both teams, the directors of athletics at the 
participating institutions or designates, in consultation with the coaches, shall 
determine whether the game will be resumed at a later date, terminated or forfeited 
(and the final score). 
d. If a game is suspended under Rules 3-3-3-a and b after four periods of play and 
cannot be resumed, the game shall be ruled a tie. The final score shall be the score at 
the end of the last completed period. (Note: If a winner must be determined in a 
conference playoff game, conference policy shall determine when and where the game 
will be resumed.) 
e. A suspended game, if resumed, will begin with the same time remaining and under 
the identical conditions of down, distance, field position and player eligibility. 
f. The referee’s discretionary timeout also applies to the following situations: 
1. When there is undue delay by officials in placing the ball for the next snap (A.R. 3-
3-3-I). 
2. When there is a consultation with team captains. 
3. When conditions warrant temporary suspension. 
 
Inclement Weather 
For lightning also refer to the NCAA Rules Book for additional information. 
For extreme heat refer to the GASA Hot Weather Policy.  
 
On threatening days, game management should consult with officials about steps to 
be followed if the conditions worsen, heat or lightning.  
 
When suspending an outdoor contest, officials and game management shall follow 
these guidelines. 
 
When lightning is observed or thunder is heard, the contest must be suspended. The 
occurrence of lightning or thunder is not subject to interpretation or discussion – 



lightning is lightning; thunder is thunder. GASA recognizes and will adopt the 30-
second rule from flash of lightning to the hearing of thunder.  
Severe weather in the form of rain or hail may make the field unplayable. 
 
When a contest is suspended, game management shall attempt to arrange for the 
security of all participants.  
 
Contestants and support personnel shall be moved to appropriate indoors facilities. 
 
When lightning is observed or thunder is heard and the contest is suspended, 
contestants shall not return to the playing field until lightning has been absent from 
the local sky and thunder has not been heard for 30 minutes.  
 
Spectators shall be advised of the action being taken to seek shelter. 
 
In considering resumption of competition, the following steps shall be followed. 
 
Delays for contests scheduled for 12pm to 2pm must not exceed 90mins. Delays for 
contests scheduled for 2pm to 4pm must not exceed one hour. (This mainly affects 
Junior competitions.) Delays for contests scheduled 5pm or later must not exceed one 
hour. Games that cannot be resumed on the day are cancelled and the following 
conditions apply: 

- Less than half a game has been played and half time break has not 
commenced then the game has not been officially played and each team is 
awarded 1 point each. 

- Greater than half a game has been played and half time has commenced 
the score will stand, the game will count as being played and the points 
will go to the team leading at the time of the game being cancelled.  

- That at the May meeting in 2007 the GASA Board voted that no games be 
caught up if they have been cancelled due to weather conditions or because 
they could not begin because of adverse weather conditions. 

 
A decision to resume the contest within the time frame must be made by the officials 
who shall consult game management, the home team coach and the visiting  team 
coach present at the contest.  
 
The officials are responsible for the duty of care of participants and endeavouring to 
resume play will be given priority consideration in the final decision if there is not 
consensus among the parties. 
 
The final decision shall not consider liability and conditions of facilities as well as 
future schedules, the need to play the contest and finally the quality of all other 
options. Otherwise, and to the extent allowed by the playing rules code, the Officials 
shall make the final decision regarding game suspension once the game begins. 
 
 
In summary: 

- Games declared canceled before play has started or before the completion 
of the second quarter shall be declared a 0-0 tied game and the teams will 
receive the same match points for a completed tie. 



- If a game is canceled after completing the second quarter the leading team 
at the time of the suspension will be declared the winner. The scores and 
any penalties incurred at the time of suspension will stand. 

- If a game is suspended after the completion of the second quarter and the 
scores are tied at the time of suspension then the game will be declared a 
completed tied game, the scores and any penalties incurred at the time of 
the suspension will stand.  

 
Semi Final Suspended 
 
If a Semi Final is suspended before the start of play or before the completion of the 
second quarter of the 2 competing teams, the team that finished higher on the ladder 
during the regular season will be declared the winner. 
 
If a Semi Final is suspended after the completion of the second quarter the team 
leading at the time of the suspension will be declared the winner and any penalties 
incurred at the time of the suspension will apply. 
 
If the scores are tied at the time of the suspension (after the completion of the second 
quarter) of the 2 competing teams the team that finished higher on the ladder during 
the regular season will be declared the winner and any penalties incurred at the time 
of the suspension will stand.  
 
Passed 4th September 2007 
 
GASA to decide on GF procedure for a suspended game. 
 


