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Services for Children & Youth 

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe’s Defending Childhood Initiative (DCI) addresses children’s exposure to 

violence and serves children ages 0-17.  The child must be directly or indirectly exposed to violence, 

including abuse, to receive DCI services.  Victims, witnesses, juvenile offenders, children of adult victims 

and perpetrators of violent crime, and other children are eligible for DCI services.  This is most, if not all, 

children and youth on the Rosebud Reservation. Once a child completes an intake process with a DCI 

case coordinator, they are eligible for but not limited to the following services: 

 Child advocacy: DCI actions designed to help children and youth obtain 
needed support, resources, or services, including health care, counseling, 
safety planning, etc. 
 

 Juvenile justice advocacy/court accompaniment Assisting with criminal 
legal issues including notification of case status, hearing dates, plea 
agreements, and sentencing terms; preparing paperwork such as victim 
impact statements; accompaniment to a criminal court proceeding or law 
enforcement interview; and all other advocacy within the criminal justice 
system.  
 

 Civil legal advocacy/court accompaniment: Assisting with civil legal 
issues including preparing paperwork for a protection order and 
accompanying child to a protection order hearing, administrative hearing, or 
other civil court proceeding. Does not include advocacy by attorneys and/or 
paralegals.  
 

 Crisis intervention: Intervening with an individual in crisis so as to restore 
balance and reduce the effects of the crisis in her or his life.  
 

 Education advocacy: Advocating within the school system to ensure that 
educational needs of child are met, including the rights of homeless children 
and youth to a barrier-free education. 
 

 Hospital/clinic/other medical response: Accompanying a child to a 
hospital, clinic, or medical office. 

 

 Transportation: Provision of transportation to access the DCI and above 
services and referrals.  
 

The DCI does not provide legal services, but does provide referrals to legal services. We also provide community 

education and training activities related to children’s exposure to violence.  Please join our program. 


