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Department for International Development are doing to 
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most vulnerable across the globe - such as those with 
disabilities.



What are the Sustainable 
Development Goals?



What is 

‘Leave No One Behind’? 

 Commitment to ‘leave no one behind’ (LNB) central to Global Goals. 
Global Goals aim to “see the goals and targets met for all nations 
and peoples and for all segments of  society” 

 LNB is woven through the targets for the 17 Global Goals, that goals 
will be met for all and inequalities addressed i.e. “finishing the job of 
the MDGs” (responding to MDG critique) and eradicating extreme 
poverty

 For DFID LNB means ensuring opportunities for all. Success will be 
getting to zero poverty and achieving development outcomes across 
all economic and social population groups. 



Who is most likely to
be left behind? 

1. Geographically disadvantaged

2. Hard to reach 

3. Deliberately hidden

4. Deliberately excluded

5. Vulnerable sub-populations 









Where do the P20 live?

More than half of the poorest 20% of the population live in four countries. 
The other half are spread across more than 100 countries

P20 Initiative / devinit.org/P20i



Disparity exists between the P20 
and the rest of the population

P20 Initiative / devinit.org/P20i
Source: Development Initiatives based on PovcalNet as well as 

selected DHS, MICS, and China Family Panel Studies (CFPS)



Source: UNESCO

Disaggregating data 
reveals intersecting 

inequalities

Education inequality 
in Nigeria:





So what is DFID doing to 
address these data 

disaggregation challenges?



Every person counts and needs to be counted: Knowing who and where poor 
and excluded people are, why they may be left behind and how they benefit 
from development is essential to monitor progress, to highlight the true scale of 
the challenge and to inform decisions that prioritise those furthest behind.  

Every person should have a fair opportunity in life no matter who or where 
they are: No-one’s age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, religion or 
economic or other status, such as language, LGBT, migratory status or geographic 
location should prevent them from achieving their potential and sharing in 
progress.

People who are furthest behind, have least opportunity and are the most 
excluded must be prioritised: Unless a sustained and concerted effort is made to 
include people who are the poorest, most excluded and hardest to reach there is 
a risk that they will continue to be denied the opportunity to progress socially 
and economically.

The UK’s 

‘Leave No One Behind’ 

promise 









WG Short Set

• Ask about difficulties in six core basic 

activities

– Seeing, hearing, walking, communicating, 

cognition, and self-care

– Initially designed for censuses 

• Scaled responses

– For UNSD measure of disability prevalence use 

“a lot or unable” but possible to look at wider 

range

• Identify people at risk of social 

exclusion

– To be used to disaggregate indicators by 

disability status



WG Short Set of Disability 

Questions

• Do you have difficulty seeing even if wearing 

glasses? 

• Do you have difficulty hearing even if using 

hearing aid/s or are you deaf? 

• Do you have difficulty walking or climbing 

stairs? 

• Do you have difficulty remembering or 

concentrating? 

• Do you have difficulty (with self-care such 

as) washing all over or dressing? 

• Do you have difficulty communicating (for 

example, understanding or being understood by 

others)? 

Question response categories: No, Some, A lot, 

and Unable. 



Commitments 
at GDS18





GDS 2018 Data commitments
• The World Bank Group, the Government of Kenya, and the UK Department for International Development 

(DFID) have today signed up to the Inclusive Data Charter

• 10 national Governments commit to using the Washington Group questions on disability status in 
upcoming national censuses or surveys: Kenya, Kyrgyz Republic, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria,  Rwanda, 
Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia

• 7 of these countries will use the questions in their next census, generating reliable data for tens of millions 
more people with disabilities: Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Malawi, Zambia, Tanzania and the Kyrgyz Republic

• 4 national Governments commit to undertake a national disability survey or similar study on the situation 
of people with disabilities: Bangladesh, Burma, Mozambique and Andorra

• A number of other countries are building up more comprehensive data to help them support people with 
disabilities, including India, Palestine, the Philippines, Malawi, Ghana and Senegal

• 3 bilateral and 12 multilateral organisations or bodies commit to promoting use of the Washington Group 
questions: Australia, Finland, DFID, World Bank Group, ILO, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNDP, FAO, IFAD, 
OHCHR, IOM, IRC, and the Washington Group 

• The World Health Organisation will support countries to conduct the Model Disability Survey

• 7 OECD DAC members commit to begin using the new OECD DAC policy marker on 

disability inclusion: Australia, Belgium, Canada, Finland, Italy, Sweden and the UK




