
Homework 1:
Text as Vectors, Unit Tests

Dr. Benjamin Roth
Computerlinguistische Anwendungen

Due: Friday May 12, 2017, 14:00

In this exercise you will:

• Review how to represent documents as vectors, and compare similarity

• Get some hands-on experience using the python doctest and unittest frameworks

Exercise 1: Setting up the Git project

In order to have access to the Git project with the exercise code, and to be able to submit
your solution, you need to do the following steps (ask the tutors if any of the steps is
unclear to you):

1. Make sure you have a Gitlab account for gitlab.cip.ifi.lmu.de

2. Form teams of 2 or 3 students (4 students are not allowed), and come up with a
team name.

3. Send an email to cla2017@cis.uni-muenchen.de with the following information:

• Subject line: Gruppenerstellung

• Team name

• Gitlab id, name, and matriculation number of each team member

It is important that you send this email before Friday, May 4, so that
we can guarantee timely access to the exercises.

4. We will then create a project in Gitlab for you, that will contain the code to the
exercises. Submit your solution by pushing to this project.

5. Please do not create separate files or folders to submit your solution.
Instead, change the files we provided.
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Exercise 2: Running the code

In the source folder for this exercise (src/ex01_text_search/), you will find the classes
to represent documents, and a simple search engine, which were discussed in the lecture
(text_vectors.py). There is also a script to interactively search all *.txt files in a
directory (interactive_search.py). Try to understand what each of the classes are
doing.
On the course homepage, you can find a dataset of corporate emails1, containing sev-

eral folders of spam or normal (ham) emails. Download and unpack it into the src/data/
folder of your project. Run the interactive search on a email folder (always call scripts
from the src/ folder):

python3 -m ex01_text_search.interactive_search --dir data/enron/enron1/ham/

Exercise 3: Doctest and documentation

Exercise 3.1: Doctest [2 points]

Use the doctest module to write tests for the functions dot and normalized_tokens in
the module ex01_text_search.text_vectors.
Run your tests with:
python3 -m doctest -v ex01_text_search/text_vectors.py

Exercise 3.2: Docstrings [5.5 points]

Provide docstring documentation for all member functions (including constructors) of
the classes TextDocument, DocumentCollection and SearchEngine in the same module.

Exercise 4: Extending the program using test-driven development [11
points]

Improve the program by adding additional functionality. Use the unittest framework,
and extend the module ex01_text_search.test_text_search. You should add tests
that initially fail, and only pass once you successfully added the missing functionality.
Have a look at the example for a test given with:

DocumentCollectionTest.test_unknown_word_cosine
This test fails, as you can verify by running:
python3 -m unittest -v ex01_text_search/test_text_search.py

• Make the existing test pass by changing the functionality of
DocumentCollection.cosine_similarity accordingly. [1 point]

• Write 5 additional tests that initially fail, and then pass after some functionality
of (any part of) the initial code has been changed/extended. In order to get full

1See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enron_Corpus for the history of this dataset
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credits, your test must fail on the initial code, and pass on the changed
code that you check in. The test must also contain a short docstring
describing what is being tested. [10 points]

You can come up with your own improvements to the code, or you can choose from
the following list (in each case also write the appropriate test):

• The search engine displays text snippets including line break. Change the func-
tionality such that lines are displayed without line breaks.

• Remove the indentation markers of reply emails (e.g. “> > > > ”) (either when
reading or when displaying).

• If several search terms occur in a document, the search engine displays several
text snippets (one for each). Change the code such that only one text snippet is
displayed, if it contains the entire search string.

• Query syntax: if tokens are quoted ("New York"), require that full string occurs in
the document (hint: additionally filter result of docs_with_tokens)

• Snippets should show exact matches of query tokens, not substring matches.

• Files to index should recursively be read from subdirectories.

• When the file path is shown for search result, normalize it so that the full absolute
path is shown.

• If there is no result containing all tokens, search for documents containing at least
one of the tokens.

• If a query contains the same token multiple times, only show one text snippet for
it.
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