
NewsUK @ Ripon Grammar School 

The article below is extracted from information provided by ProQuest. Anne-Marie Tarter 

was kind enough to read it through prior to publication and has added the following 

comment: 

I have re-read the article and it reflects pretty well what I think about the UKNews.  As I 

primarily focus on the ways in which we use it, I think it is not simply an endorsement but 

rather more of a personal experience of application. I am comfortable of standing by that. 

What I do not want to appear to be doing is to be advocating it over other similar products 

that I may not be aware of.  As a combination of UK newspapers and magazines with a 

single search capability, I think UK News does an excellent job.  But there may be others 

that your readers are more familiar with than I am that do a similar function. 

Ripon Grammar School began subscribing to NewsUK, including the Magazine Module, in 

September 2008. 

Anne-Marie Tarter (SLA School Librarian of the Year in 2006), Librarian at Ripon, explains 

how NewsUK is being used in the school, ‘Last year was the first year that we have used 

NewsUK and we have found it to be both cost effective and more user-friendly than previous 

periodical databases we have used.  Its ability to search a huge variety of both newspapers 

and magazines (we subscribe to the Magazine Module as well) means that users can 

access a wide range of materials on their topic with only one search.  In the past we had one 

newspaper database, and several topic-specific magazine databases but the combined 

searching ability of NewsUK makes it a much easier and efficient tool.’ 

The 6th Form are introduced as a group to NewsUK in their form period in the Library at the 

start of the year.  Later on those students taking an AS in Critical Thinking are given 

assignments that require them to find several different accounts of the same news item to 

evaluate the way in which the editor has chosen to present the story depending upon the 

political readership of each newspaper. 

One of the most interesting uses that we have made of NewsUK was as a method of helping 

students prepare for university interviews.  The News Topic area enables students to read a 

range of current stories about, for example, medicine, the NHS, global warming, technology 

etc.  Several of our students reported back after their interviews that they used ideas that 

they had read in NewsUK in their answers to interview questions.  It is a very quick and 

effective way to gain an overview of some quite complex issues in a relatively short amount 

of time.  The range of topics covered means that there is literally something to interest 

everyone. 

We still have much to do to make particularly staff more aware of the potential of NewsUK.  

We are in the process of building a new 6th Form e-learning centre and when that opens one 

of the advertised features will be access to electronic learning materials.  NewsUK will 

certainly be one of the primary tools for that new centre.’ 

  



About NewsUK 

NewsUK is an online service developed to provide international, national and regional news, 

combining the most popular British newspaper titles in one database. 

http://www.newsuk.co.uk/password 

 

 

http://www.newsuk.co.uk/password

