
Editorial 

I am proud to have edited the 30th birthday issue of Refer but recognise that the journal’s longevity is due entirely to 

first the vision, and then the tireless work, of David Butcher. 29 years of service as an Editor is a feat I suspect that I 

won’t be able to match... 

To celebrate the Journal’s birthday, it has a colour cover for the first time in its history. My grateful thanks to Dandy 

Booksellers and to Palgrave Macmillan for making this possible. Naturally, ISG does not necessarily endorse the 

Reference Sources that these companies are advertising BUT, IF YOU WANT TO SEE REFER CONTINUE AS A 

PRINTED JOURNAL, show your appreciation of our advertisers’ generosity by contacting them and deciding for 

yourself about Public Information Online and the UK National Statistics Collection Online. 

My thanks, too, to all the Contributors to this issue. Once again, I have been amazed by colleagues’ willingness to 

write, and to meet deadlines. I am only sorry that the limitations of a printed journal means that some articles and 

reviews are published in the Supplement and on Referplus, and some reports only on Referplus. Please do take the 

time to visit Referplus and discover the additional material that is carried there. 

Soon to be carried on Referplus is a digital archive of Refer, thanks to Nik Hussin, and a full index to the past 30 

years, thanks to Jan Titcombe. 

The Autumn of 2010 sees the Diamond Jubilee of the Group. Sixty years of service to both the profession and the 

public is surely worthy of celebration. Refer will be marking the anniversary BUT what else do ISG members want 

to see happening? PLEASE feed your ideas to the ISG Committee—the next meeting is on Monday 8th March—by 

sending them to our Secretary, Jessica Dunnicliff (jessicadunnicliff@stratfordhigh.org.uk). 

Finally, ISG members may have noticed that Library+Information Update will be published in print only six times 

this year. If you share your Editor’s dismay at this development, please write to Nigel Macartney, Chair of CILIP 

Council (nmacartney@f2s.com) to ask for the decision to be reconsidered. I would suggest that you copy your email 

to Bob McKee (Bob.McKee@cilip.org.uk) and Elspeth Hyams (elspeth.hyams@cilip.org.uk)Note that this 

suggestion is the personal view of the Editor and does not necessarily reflect the views of the ISG Committee. Peter 

Chapman 
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