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In this article I would like to introduce the Library Web website, http://libraryweb.info.  This is a 

news ticker site for public libraries in the UK, aggregating news on the web that might be of 

interest, and archiving links to those articles.  Please note that Library Web was essentially my 

own personal study as a library assistant of public libraries in the UK, using both the World 

Wide Web and my somewhat limited web programming skills.  Library Web has in fact proved 

quite popular and at this point in time has very much outgrown its original shoes.  In this article I 

will argue that it is within the remit of libraries to develop the basic idea behind the Library Web 

website further.  It is also briefly argued that libraries should be organising the web.  

   
 

A brief history of Library Web 

 

Library Web's origins lie in a newsletter of links compiled by myself and circulated to colleagues 

while working in UKOnline centres in Wirral Libraries. When my job later changed to that of a 

library assistant, my interests broadened, and the libraryweb.info domain was registered on the 

5th December 2006. I coded the site with passable HTML, PHP and MySQL during 2 weeks off, 

and on the 20th December 2006 Resource Shelf reported a new library news ticker site 

(http://fwd4.me/AmU).  In Library Web's beginnings maybe 4 or 5 articles a day were posted, 

nowadays that can easily reach 40.  Site usage is steadily going up month on month and, as I 

write (mid-December 2009), is averaging around 460 unique visits daily.  On 13th November 

2009 Manchester Libraries (@MancLibraries) posted on Twitter: "Libraryweb - Library news 

from the web all in one place. Fantastic!" 

 

 

A brief tour  
 

By way of a brief tour of Library Web.  The home page lists the 20 most recent news stories (in 

descending chronological order), with pages of earlier posts linked to at the foot.  I would 

recommend to people though that, rather than just visiting the website itself, it is much more 

efficient to use an RSS feed reader (I myself use Google Reader). The advantage of using a RSS 

feed reader is that once a post has been read it is marked ‘read’, leaving only those which you 

have yet to read.  My policy is to provide just enough of a description to enable a reader to 

decide if an item is of interest or not (minimising the reading time necessary).  There are two 

RSS feeds (linked on the left hand sidebar).  The main RSS feed itself feeds all posts, while there 

is also a technology stories only feed which is intended to be of interest to the library community 

outside of public libraries (academic, special, etc.) and to librarians outside of the UK.  Also in 

the left hand sidebar are links to two pages that act as directories, one of articles, and another of 

websites.  I have attempted to give these entries subject headings, but since I am by no means a 

cataloguer, and Library Web is maintained in my own spare time, this is really only a 

demonstration of what might be possible, and it's usefulness, rather than a rigorous resource.  See 

the 'About' page for an overview of these subject headings.  Major and well maintained 

categories include: 'Technology' (anything and everything technology related and of interest to 
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library staff), and 'UK Libraries Administration' (politics, library closures, inquiries etc.). 

 

 

The potential for the concept that Library Web illustrates 

 

It is not Library Web itself that is salient, it is I think the concept that it illustrates.  The idea is 

for a generic site to be created, so that anyone could create a resource for studying the web 

culture of a particular field or industry of choosing (i.e., in the same way that anyone can create a 

blog or wiki for any subject they choose).  One could imagine, for example, that a local reference 

librarian might use a Library Web type tool to support a local industry.  This would require a 

content management system that would enable a list of news sources to be maintained (news 

sites, Google/BBC news searches, blogs, Twitter, etc.) which could be scanned for relevant 

articles daily, and details of which could then be transferred over to a web form, and from which 

the website and RSS feeds could be updated automatically. It would be even more exciting to see 

articles categorised using ideas from the semantic web and vocabularies – but that would be 

something for the future. And yet another idea might be to tag articles to follow individual news 

stories as they develop, that is, something along the lines of Google's Living Stories project. 

 

   

Libraries and the World Wide Web  
   

In their mission to "disseminate the conversations of their communities" (quoting Participatory 

Librarianship, http://ptbed.org/), the British Library has since 2004 been selectively archiving the 

World Wide Web (Web Archiving Programme, http://fwd4.me/DC2).  However, I think that the 

success of Library Web illustrates that this can be done in more ways than just archives and a 

directory, and that maybe libraries should be saying to themselves that the web is a completely 

new field, and that we need to turn ourselves into a highly innovative type of organisation.  

Whilst in recent years the British Library has been leading the field of the development of Web 

Curator Tools (WCT), I would propose a new field, of Web Culture Analysis Tools (WCAT). 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Library Web web site has outgrown its beginnings.  If it is assumed that there is an 

imperative for libraries to organise the web, then the concept prototyped by Library Web, 

enabling people to study the web culture of a particular field, has shown itself worthy of being 

developed further (I have also proposed a new field of Web Culture Analysis Tools).  Library 

Web could be developed commercially, with sponsorship, or as an open project, but  it is argued 

here that it could also be developed within the remit of libraries.  If anyone would like to 

comment or discuss Library Web further, or even contribute, then please 

email libweb@ibiblio.org.  
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