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Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 
setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 

report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
 

The setting also makes provision for children older than the early years age group 
which is registered on the voluntary and/or compulsory part(s) of the Childcare 
Register. This report does not include an evaluation of that provision, but a 

comment about compliance with the requirements of the Childcare Register is 
included in Annex B. 
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Description of the childminding 
 

The childminder was registered in 2002 . She lives with her husband and two 
children aged five and 11 years in a house in Kidderminster. The whole of the 
ground floor is used for childminding. An upstairs bedroom and bathroom, which 

are accessed via stairs, are used for children receiving overnight care. There is a 
fully enclosed garden available for outside play. The childminder is able to take and 
collect children from local schools and pre-schools. The family have no pets.  
 

The childminder is registered to care for five children at any one time. There are 
currently two children attending who are within the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS). The childminder also offers care to children aged over five years to 12 

years. This provision is registered by Ofsted on the Childcare Register.  On 
occasion the childminder works with an assistant. The childminder is an active 
member of the National Childminding Association and belongs to a local network. 

She is accredited to receive early years funding. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Children's learning, development and welfare are exceptionally well promoted by 

the childminder. She works particularly closely with parents, carers, teachers and 
other professionals to ensure that her practice is fully inclusive and each child's 
individual likes, dislikes, needs and interests are included in their daily activities. 

They thoroughly enjoy their time with the childminder, have built strong 
relationships with her and are very well cared for. They take part in a stimulating 
and exciting range of high-quality activities and outings that support their learning 

and development extremely well. The childminder actively assesses her provision, 
consulting with both parents and children to ensure a continuing commitment to 
improvement and change. 
 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
   

To further improve the high quality early years provision the registered person 
should consider: 
 

 continue with plans to further develop children's assessment records. 
 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
Children benefit from the childminder's strong commitment to training which allows 
her to constantly improve the already high quality care provided. She has a wealth 

of knowledge and expertise that she has gained through long-term training and 
short workshops and courses. She has enthusiastically introduced the Early Years 
Foundation Stage and working with a small group of other childminders has 

extended the range of activities and opportunities available to the children. These 
close working relationships also provide opportunities to share best practice and 
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discuss childcare developments. 
 
Partnerships with parents and carers are excellent and highly valued by the 
childminder. Time is taken at the beginning and end of each day for informal 

discussions where information can be shared. More formal methods such as 
newsletters and daily diaries ensure that parents are fully aware of all the activities 
and their children's involvement. The childminder is sensitive and flexible and 

tailors her particular care to cater for all children and family circumstances. Close 
links have been formed with staff at the local school, particularly in the reception 
class and with local pre-schools. 

 
Children's welfare is very well safeguarded as the childminder ensures that her 
home remains safe, suitable and child-friendly. Robust risk assessments are carried 

out regularly and improvements to the premises are made with children's safety 
and enjoyment taken into consideration. Alterations in the garden have provided 
children with a paved patio area as they requested space to be able to learn to ride 

bikes and use roller skates. The childminder organises her time well to provide 
children with a high level of support and supervision. She has an excellent 
understanding of child protection issues, has a detailed safeguarding policy in line 
with local guidance and regularly attends training in this area. 

 
A comprehensive range of policies and procedures which reflect the high quality 
care provided are shared with parents. The childminder is extremely well organised 

and maintains all required documentation to a very high standard. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 
Children are very happy in the setting and have developed close relationships with 

the childminder which helps them to feel confident and settled. This allows them to 
make extremely good progress towards the early learning goals and in all areas of 
their development. A good mix of planned, structured activities and time for free 

play both in and out of the home provides children with an array of opportunities 
to develop their skills and learning. The childminder knows each individual child 
extremely well, identifying areas of strength and those that require more support 

in their learning and development. This information is used to shape and plan 
future activities and play. She is currently reviewing different examples of 
assessment records to allow her to make further improvements to the information 

she records with regards to children's learning and development. 
 
The home is well laid out to allow children to move from room to room freely and 
have plenty of space to play. Equipment is of a very high quality and is stored in 

low-level cupboards that children can access independently to choose their own 
activities and play. They also have the opportunity to use everyday equipment in a 
supervised and safe environment. For example, children help to build flat pack 

furniture using a hand-held and battery screwdriver and paint a door with gloss 
paint. Opportunities to socialise, join in with group activities and explore different 
equipment are provided through visits to childminding groups, other childminder's 

homes and visits to places of interest. 
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Children develop an excellent knowledge and understanding of the world around 
them as they are introduced to different ways of life, cultures and celebrations in a 
positive and informative way by the childminder. They develop respect and an 
understanding of caring for other living things as they watch the progress of a 

friend's litter of kittens. They explore the natural world around them as they enjoy 
walks in the local area to see nature at first hand as well as enjoying fresh air and 
exercise. A vegetable patch in the garden has allowed children to grow and harvest 

their own fruits and vegetables, which they then helped to prepare and taste. They 
enjoy cooking activities where their understanding of numbers is broadened as 
they assist with weighing and measuring ingredients. The childminder talks to the 

children constantly, providing opportunities for them to engage in conversation, 
answer questions, extend their vocabulary and share their own thoughts and 
opinions. There is an excellent selection of books available for the children and this 

is further extended by regular visits to the library. Planned activities are often 
extended if children show particular interest or enthusiasm. A recent walk along 
the canal proved to be extremely popular with the children expressing an interest 

in how the canal system and the boats that use it worked. The childminder 
followed this up with a group visit on a canal boat to give children the opportunity 
of experiencing first hand how the canal system operates. The children's 
enthusiasm along with the childminder's the ability to extend their learning with 

interesting and exciting activities allows them to develop habits of independent and 
inquisitive learners. 
 

The childminder has high expectations of the children with regards to road and car 
safety. They regularly practise a fire drill and different scenarios are used to allow 
children to think about their own and others' safety. The childminder actively 

encourages positive behaviour by organising group activities such as artwork or 
cookery where the children work together to produce the finished result. This helps 
to encourage sharing and turn taking and teaches children tolerance and respect. 

Children's good health is promoted as stringent procedures are in place to prevent 
the spread of infection and encourage children to develop good hygiene habits at 
mealtimes and when using the toilet. Clear procedures to deal with illness or injury 

have recently been put into practice and led to the quick identification and 
treatment of a serious medical condition. The childminder is currently working 
towards a bronze award in healthy eating which involves the children taking part in 
various activities relating to healthy diet and exercise.  
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

1 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 1 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
1 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
1 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

1 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

1 

How well are children safeguarded? 1 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

1 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
1 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  1 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 1 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 1 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

1 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

1 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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Annex B: the Childcare Register 
   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
compulsory part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

   

The provider confirms that the requirements of the 
voluntary part of the Childcare Register are:  

Met 

 


