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Wednesday January 3, 2018 11:00am   Teleconference Location 
PVVTA Operations Center     73-710 Fred Waring Drive #222  
415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225   Palm Desert, CA 92260 

 

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency (PVVTA) 
Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Joseph DeConinck 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

ROLL CALL: Weeks, Perez, Chairman DeConinck 
 

APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS: New Members, Rodriguez and Halby (page 4) 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
Recognizing Members Galvan and Wade, Retirement of Employee Garcia (pages 5-6) 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 
All items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted with one motion of the 
Board. If any item requires individual consideration, it will be removed from the Consent Calendar and 
acted upon separately. 
 

1. Posting of the Agenda: The summary of the agenda items was posted on the outside and 

inside of the public entrance to the PVVTA Operations Center on Friday December 29, 2017. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes: Approval of meeting minutes for October 4 and December 6, 2017 

meetings. (pages 7-10) 
 

ACTION: Move _______________ 2nd _______________ Voice Vote 
 

PRESENTATIONS: 
3. Transit 101 – Transit Funding and Compliance: Staff will make a presentation for new 

members with a general overview of public transit funding. (page 11) 
 

ACTION: Receive and File 

 

CONTINUED BUSINESS: 
4. BWE Report: A report is included detailing the current status of the Blythe Wellness Express 

as of August 18, 2017 (page 12) 
 

ACTION: Receive and File 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
5. SCAG RCTC Memorandum of Understanding (MOU): The Board will review such 

document and authorize signor.  (pages 13-23) 
 

ACTION: Move _______________ 2nd _______________ Voice Vote 
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REPORTS: 
6. Management Reports: Updates and announcements will be made during this period; the 

 Board may ask questions, direct staff or have items brought back for formal discussion at a 
 future meeting. (pages 24-25) 

 

 ACTION: Receive and File 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Members of the public may address the Board of Directors on items not covered in the Agenda. 
Speakers are asked to identify themselves and limiting their remarks to 3 minutes in duration. 
 

MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 

AJOURNMENT: 
The next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting will be February 7, 2018 
 

Public Notice: 
In compliance with the Americans with disabilities act, if you need special assistance to participate in 
this meeting, please contact Mallory Crecelius, Clerk at (760) 922-6161 Ext. 247. Notification 24 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the Agency to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility 
to this meeting [28 CFR 35.104 ADA TITLE II] 
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SUBJECT:  Appointment of Officers 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PRESENTED BY: Mallory Crecelius, Clerk 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Seat new members of the Board. 
 

SUMMARY: 
The City of Blythe has appointed two new elected members to the Board of Directors. Johnny Rodriguez 
and Joseph Halby III will be installed as members of the Board replacing the appointed seats held by 
Vice-Chairman Galvan and Member Wade. 
 
With the vacancy of the vice-chairman the Board shall take nominations to replace such office. The 
Chairman will preside over the nomination and installation of the vice-chairman. 
 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
 

State of California Oath of Allegiance for Public Officers 

 

I ___________________ do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 

Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of California 

against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to 

the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of California; 

that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of 

evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties upon which I am about 

to enter. 

 

Administered by Mallory Crecelius, Clerk 

  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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SUBJECT:  Recognition 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PRESENTED BY: K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Ceremonial. 
 

SUMMARY: 
The Agency will formally recognize outgoing members Oscar Galvan and Timothy Wade for their public 
service. 
 
Also, contracted employee Manuel Garcia of Blythe is retiring after 10 years of service to the Agency. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
1) PVVT article 11/08/17 (page 6) 
 
  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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PVVTA bids farewell to leaving board members – Palo Verde Valley Times 11/08/17 

 

The city will say goodbye to Vice Mayor Tim Wade and Councilmember Oscar Galvan. With next month’s 

appointment of a mayor and the installation of two council members, Galvan and Wade will not only leave the 

council, but also the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency’s board. 

 

Stating earlier with the Times that he decided to step down from Council due to health issues, Galvan said he 

looks forward to seeing the results of the new members who will take his and Wade’s seats, while being able to 

better focus on the health of his wife. 

 

In addition, Wade shared he simply didn’t seek re-election this term, after serving his time well as vice mayor. 

Moving on from this chapter in his life, Wade said he looks forward to spending more time with his wife and 

grandchildren in the years ahead. 

 

Deciding to walk away from years of service on council, both Wade and Galvan agreed that their departure acted 

as an open gate for allowing new council members with fresh and better ideas help make Blythe grow. 

 

As the City of Blythe council is also selected to serve on the transit board through appointment by the mayor and 

an at large member by the council, with the two councilmen leaving office, the PVVTA’s board will also have 

new members this coming year. 

 

Aiding both the City Council and the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency board, PVVTA General Manager George 

Colangeli said both Galvan and Wade played important parts while assisting the agency with new operations and 

successful partnerships throughout the county and state. 

 

According to Colangeli, “Over his tenure, Councilman Galvan has been a champion for transit. We have had to 

deal with many complex issues which Oscar was instrumental in providing input and leadership on. For example, 

Oscar was part of the leadership to bring the Homecoming Safe Ride Shuttle into fruition along with our 

partnership with the Recreation Center and creating the Xtend-A-Ride service for special events. 

 

Councilman Wade has always worked closely with transit through his tenured career in law enforcement. Tim 

understands the inner workings of our agency and is not afraid to ask the important questions. Tim has been 

instrumental in strengthening our partnership with the Blythe Police Department. He was part of the leadership 

that paved the way for our Blythe Wellness Express and AED project. Tim’s professional experience and 

community understanding has improved our agency tremendously.” 

 

As Colangeli awaits the new appointment of members to be installed at the December City Council meeting, 

Colangeli shared once that’s done, the new members who are selected to sit in on the board, “will only enhance 

the progress that the agency has made.” 

 

He further shared, “Being part of these special committees, council people have a chance to do some of the most 

rewarding work for the community. Transit provides a very needed service to our town so having an opportunity 

to work with more community minded people like our candidates is very exciting.” 

 

With both men sharing with the Times their hope for Blythe’s economy resuscitating in the coming years with a 

possible job increase, recreation, stores and/or restaurants moving to the City of Blythe, Colangeli said, “Both 

Councilmen Galvan and Wade made transit better during their time with PVVTA. Knowing both of these fine 

gentlemen personally, I know they will continue to support public transit and support the local community.” 
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MINUTES 

PALO VERDE VALLEY TRANSIT AGENCY 

October 4, 2017 

 

The October 4, 2017 Meeting of the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency (PVVTA) Board of Directors was called 

to order at 11:00am in the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency Operations Center by Chair DeConinck. Also in 

attendance: Board Members Wade, Weeks, Galvan and Board Member Perez participated via video conference. 

Also in attendance: General Manager Colangeli and other agency staff.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair DeConinck.   

 

Chair DeConinck asked for a moment of silence for Las Vegas.  

 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Posting of the Agenda: the summary of agenda items were posted on the outside and inside of the public    

entrance to the PVVTA Operations Center on Friday, September 29, 2017.  

2. Approval of the September 6, 2017 meeting minutes.   

3. PVVTA Financial Voucher Listing: Approve Agency vouchers issued as part of the normal operating and             

      capital budget procedure.   

 

No public comment. Board Member Wade moved approval of the Consent Calendar. The motion was seconded 

by Vice Chair Galvan with a unanimous aye vote.   

 

CONTINUED BUSINESS:  

BWE Report. Mobility Manager Reynolds reported there were 10 new registrants for the BWE which brings the 

total up to 56 passengers. In September we had twelve riders which equates to 24 round trips. We have had a 

decline but as time moves on I am sure it will turn around. We continue to market the service. ‘ 

 

No public comment. The item was received and filed.  

 

40th Anniversary Event Committee. General Manager Colangeli reported it is recommended the Board provide a 

consensus on a date to hold the event. We are looking at Saturday, January 27th which is closest to the inception 

date of January 28th.  We held a committee meeting to determine what was feasible.  We are looking into a transit 

specific keynote speaker, an informal lunch, history on the agency and some activities for the kids for an hour or 

two after the event. We are working on marketing materials.  

 

No public comment. Board Member Perez moved approval of January 27, 2018 for the event. The motion was 

seconded by Board Member Wade with a unanimous aye vote.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Future of Vehicle #406, Trolley Bus.  General Manager Colangeli reported it is recommended the Board discuss 

this item and receive and file this report. The fiscal impact is unknown at this time as we are currently working 

on a plan. We have owned vehicle #406 which is the trolley since 2003. There is a 12-year life cycle on a bus like 

the trolley. It has 215,000 miles which are all in town miles. We also have over 1 million idle hours due to picking 

up passengers and the various events we use it for. We’ve had issues with the braking system. We have had to 

reconstruct the rear frame member and had numerous other expenses which are on-going. After the 12-year period 

we deemed this bus surplus and put it in contingency. Its primary use is for the light runner. We have looked into 

purchasing another trolley, but it’s not feasible for the type of service offered in Blythe. It’s a heavy duty vehicle 

with a heavy chassis. It’s designed for a more urban environment. The cost is $250,000 to purchase the vehicle 

or there are leasing options. A retro fit of this bus would include a new engine, transmission and frame we are 

looking at spending $100,000 on a vehicle we can’t run all the time. We are going to use it for this year’s light 
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runner and may use it for next year’s light runner, but we need to come up with a plan on how this is going to end 

up. We have started to run into safety issues and more money being thrown at it due to how the public feels about 

it. This vehicle is well loved by the public but due to safety and monetary issues we may need to go in a different 

direction.  

 

Vice Chair Galvan asked if there was a market out there to sell it.  It was reported it is worth about $6,000 to 

$9,000.  

 

Chair DeConinck asked General Manager Colangeli what he would like to do. General Manager Colangeli stated 

the public enjoys this bus, but if we purchased another bus, it has to be put into normal service. Those Trolleys 

can’t do that. The previous manager purchased this vehicle to get people on the bus and it was a great idea but 

the fact is those busses are not the best due to the conditions of the road and type of service we provide. We can 

look into the cost of retrofitting it and maybe we can have it as a spare bus.  

 

Vice Chair Galvan asked if we could rent something like this for our special events. It was reported you could, 

but around the holidays they are hard to come by. We only do one event so it’s harder for us to find something 

that would work. I will work on a succession plan and the true cost of a retrofit. If we do a new bus, it has to be 

put in daily service.  

 

Board Member Weeks stated I like it, but can’t justify the expense.  

 

The item was received and filed.  

 

REPORTS: 

General Manager Colangeli reported the Quartzsite Transit Service will move their service to the DPSS office in 

conjunction with our service. We will provide the safe ride homecoming shuttle service this year. It will be scaled 

back to only 1 bus. We signed the contract with Great Fix America for the CNG Station. They ordered the 

equipment and we are working with Mojave to keep that project moving. We are now waiting on Edison to help 

us with the connection.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None  

 

MEMBER COMMENT: None  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

Public Security-One case. The Board entered into closed session to discuss this item. Direction was given, not 

final action was taken.  

 

ADJORN: The meeting was adjourned at 12:01pm.     

 

 

       _____________________________ 

       George Colangeli, General Manager  

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Mallory Crecelius, Board Secretary    
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MINUTES 

PALO VERDE VALLEY TRANSIT AGENCY 

December 6, 2017 

 

The December 6, 2017 Meeting of the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency (PVVTA) Board of Directors was called 

to order at 11:00am in the Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency Operations Center by Chair DeConinck. Also in 

attendance: Board Members Wade and Weeks. Vice Chair Galvan and Board Member Perez participated via 

video conference. Also in attendance: General Manager Colangeli and other agency staff.  

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair DeConinck.   

 

CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Posting of the Agenda: the summary of agenda items were posted on the outside and inside of the public    

entrance to the PVVTA Operations Center and at 73-710 Fred Waring Dr. #222 in Palm Desert, CA 92260 

on Friday, December 1, 2017.  

2. PVVTA Financial Voucher Listing: Approve Agency vouchers issued as part of the normal operating and 

capital budget procedure.   

3. FY 2017/18 First Quarter Ridership Report: Receive and file this analytical report of service performance.  

4. Future of Vehicle #406 Trolley Bus Update: Staff will provide a brief update on the succession plan for          

this vehicle.   

 

Item #4 was pulled for discussion. General Manager Colangeli reported this past weekend during Civil Servants 

for Santa we had the opportunity to speak with Richard Smith with the Prison. He stated that they could donate 

the labor to refurbish the trolley if the Agency provided the materials. I am proposing to change the 

recommendation to take the trolley off line after the light runner to instated have further talks with Mr. Smith as 

to what the Prison can offer and also have someone do a detailed estimate on the cost. We would still not use the 

trolley in regular service, but I think we can bring an item back to the Board to have the actual numbers of both 

what is needed on the trolley and what the prison can offer in donation.  

  

No public comment. Board Member Wade moved approval of the Consent Calendar. The motion was seconded 

by Vice Chair Galvan with a unanimous aye vote.   

 

CONTINUED BUSINESS:  

BWE Report. Mobility Manager Reynolds reported we have registered a total of 92 riders since July. We have 

generated a total of 185 trips to and from the Coachella Valley. Management and RCTC consulting staff presented 

an update on the service at the 2017 CalACT Conference. The service was also marketed at community events. 

In November staff attended the RCTC community Advisory Committee Meeting and gave an overview of the 

progress of the BWE. Staff will evaluate the current service in the next month to determine if the current schedule 

should be reduced from 3 to 2 days per week and if the service days of Monday, Wednesday and Friday should 

be revised. General Manager Colangeli stated they will be doing a push to the Spanish speaking community.  

 

Board Member Wade asked for average daily ridership. It was reported as of now its anywhere from 1 to 4 people 

per day on average.  

 

No public comment. The item was received and filed.  

 

40th Anniversary Event Committee. General Manager Colangeli reported it is recommended the Board receive 

and file this item. At this time there is no fiscal impact. The committee met again and we are looking at conceptual 

logos for the anniversary. We have secured a keynote speaker which is Kevin Kane, Executive Director and CEO 

of the Victor Valley Transit Authority. It will be a short program on January 27, 2018 with a ceremonial 

presentation. Then we will open it up to the public for a meet and greet with some things for the kids to do. 
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No public comment. This item was received and filed. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

FY 2017/18 Bus Procurement. Staff recommended the Board authorize staff to purchase one replacement gas 

vehicle from A-Z Bus Sales from the state approved CalACT MBTA Bid with vehicle and associated accessories 

not to exceed $110,000.This purchase was included in the budget from STA funds. Agency staff used pricing 

form the State approved bid and found a class c style bus which is an 18 + 2. This is similar to our other vehicles 

except that we are looking at a new camera system as things have evolved since the last time we purchased a bus. 

We are also getting USB plugs for all of the seats so riders would be able to charge their phone while on the bus 

which is a request of our riders.   

 

No public comment. Board Member Wade moved approval of staff’s recommendation. The motion was seconded 

by Board Member Weeks with a unanimous aye vote.  

 

REPORTS: 

General Manager Colangeli reported the holiday light runner is this Friday through Sunday. We have presale 

tickets available which people are already calling about so it looks like we will have a successful light runner. We 

were in the Christmas Parade and provide transportation for Civil Servants for Santa.  We are ready for Green Fix 

to bring in the compressor for the CNG Station upgrade. This should happen within in the next few weeks. We 

were awarded the November business of the month by the Palo Verde Times. We have done a lot this year with 

the BWE, Light Runner, and link between Ripley, Mesa Verde, Ehrenburg and Blythe.  We have been doing an 

in-house OSHA audit to make sure we are in compliance. We have a CHP audit in the next few weeks and we 

should have a clean slate at year end.  

 

Chair DeConinck complemented the General Manger on the Business of the Month award.  

 

Board Member Galvan thanked Chair DeConinck and staff for the help with the Rec-N-Crews Homecoming 

event.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None  

 

MEMBER COMMENT:  

Board Member Perez stated this may be the last meeting for Vice Mayor Wade and Councilman Galvan. It’s not 

easy to be in public service and it has been a pleasure knowing both of you and thank you for your service to the 

City of Blythe and the Palo Verde Valley.  

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  

Public Security-One case. The Board entered into closed session to discuss this item. Direction was given, not 

final action was taken.  

 

ADJORN: The meeting was adjourned at 11:24am.     

 

       _____________________________ 

       George Colangeli, General Manager  

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________________ 

Mallory Crecelius, Board Secretary    
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SUBJECT:  Presentation – Transit 101 Transit Funding and Compliance 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PRESENTED BY: K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and File 
 

SUMMARY: 
 
A brief presentation will be made outlining transit funding and compliance applicable to the Agency. 
 
Members of the Board and the public are encouraged to ask questions.  
 

  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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SUBJECT:  Continued Business – Blythe Wellness Express (BWE) Report 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PRESENTED BY: Dale Reynolds, Mobility Manager 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and File 
 

SUMMARY: 
For the benefit of our new Members the Blythe Wellness Express (BWE) is an 18-month demonstration 
grant through the FTA’s Rides to Wellness program. The grant was in the amount of $185,000 to 
operate the BWE for the 18-month period. With the help of AMMA Consulting, Riverside County 
Transportation Commission (RCTC) and the generous contributions of our local community which 
made not only monetary but also in-kind donations to meet the needed matching funds to secure the 
FTA grant. The BWE runs service 3 days per week to the Coachella Valley for non-emergency medical 
services to provide transportation needed for the health and wellness of our local residents.  
 
PVVTA Staff has registered 105 riders since July 2017 which has generated a total of 200 trips to and 
from the Coachella Valley. 
 
Ridership for the BWE has seen a slight increase for the month of December as we continue to promote 
the service with new advertisements in Spanish. 
 
Palo Verde Valley Times will be running a new Ad to promote the BWE. This Ad will generate more 
interest which will increase the BWE ridership for 2018. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
NONE 
  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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SUBJECT:  New Business – SCAG RCTC Memorandum of Understanding 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PREPARED BY: K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Authorize Chairman DeConinck to sign the MOU in attachment on behalf of the Agency. 
 
SUMMARY: 
Attached is the master Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Southern California 
Association of Governments (SCAG) and the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) as 
PVVTA is a party to as a public transit operator in Riverside County. This MOU updates and includes 
all the applicable laws and formal procedures between entities as SCAG is designated the regional 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). Signature pages for other operators were redacted due to 
size of the document. 
 
Also in attachment is the email from RCTC briefly noting the need for this document. 
 

ATTACHMENT: 
1) Email from Fina Clemente (page 14) 
2) SCAG MOU with RCTC (pages 15-23)  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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SUBJECT:  Reports – Manager’s Report 
 

DATE:  January 3, 2018 
 

PRESENTED BY: K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Receive and File 
 

SUMMARY: 
An oral report will be given on the latest updates regarding the following items: 
 
CNG Station Update 
 
40th Anniversary Celebration 
 
CHP Terminal Inspection 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
1) 2017 CHP Terminal Inspection cover sheet (page 25) 
  

Palo Verde Valley Transit Agency 
 

415 N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225                       760.922.1140 pvvta.com 
 

Joseph DeConinck, Chairman                                             Alan Weeks, Board member 
V. Manuel Perez, Board member                           City Elected Member, Board member 
City Elected Member, Board member   K. George Colangeli, General Manager 
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 26 

 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Members of the public may address the Board of Directors on items 
not covered on the Agenda. Speakers are asked to identify 
themselves and limiting their remarks to 3 minutes in duration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBER COMMENTS 
Members of the Board of Directors may comment during this time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AJOURNMENT 

The next regularly scheduled Board of Directors meeting will be 
scheduled February 7, 2018 at the PVVTA Operations Center 415 
N. Main Street Blythe, CA 92225 
 


