
PTO VVMS Minutes
December 14, 2016

Kathy Pascale, Kathy Tran, Laurel Fischbach, Heidi Wennen, Melissa 
Levesque-Piela

Approval of minutes- Kathy Tran motions to approval Minutes, Heidi 
Hennen seconds the motion, everyone is in favor.

Update for MySchoolAnywhere (MSA)- 
Most people are paying by check- by family. 
144 families with 9th graders paid dues
Unable to separate out how many 9th grade families have other siblings 
attending Valley View in a younger grade. 
$5,000 in dues are brought in by 9th grade families that will be lost for next 
year.  
Potentially $2,500 would be a reasonable number that can be budgeted for 
next year to be missing due to 9th grade moving to the High School.  
9th grade expenses will be eliminated:
Field trip bus, grant money which isn’t being used, teacher appreciation 
lunch. There will be 373 less students at Valley View due to the 9th grade 
moving the High School.  Budget will be less for these things. Everything 
will be less costly.

- Next year all 6th graders will be registered for MSA already. At Get 
Connected Day (GCD) all students will be registered. There’s a huge 
benefit to getting all the kids registered and dues paid through MSA. The 
% of people paying that are registered. They see the email and will 
eventually pay. It helps to send the reminders. It seems people want to 
pay but just forget. 

- -No print directories next year which will save the budget $2,000.
- -No 9th grade breakfast this year. It was taken out of the budget. The 

kids either go on field trip or no go to school. 



Update on $ from Heidi Wennen- see sheet.
- every month she reports on the income and expenses like taxes, Crystal 

Canyon, payment for non-profit status. Pizza check finally got cashed. 
Balance now is really good- nice cushion. Everything has been handed 
in and accounted for so far. 

Laurel- teacher luncheon- what was the feedback for the teacher luncheon 
from Davannis? Most loved the box lunch. One teacher didn’t know it was 
there. They liked the box lunches better than pizza. Gluten free option- 
don’t know how much was eaten. For next year- be sure to advertise it 
some how or put a sign up on the staff door. Shawn can talk about it at the 
meeting. Maybe they just forgot.
Heidi- went to Costco- got veggie trays and ? just a bit of food. Threw away 
her receipt. That’s in the budget. Heidi can get record of it- picture of it of 
the cost of the veggie tray etc…maybe about $100.

-Email that was sent out- advertising Grandparents Day. It was in the email, 
Shawn will add it in her announcements. It’s the Friday before Mother’s 
day. No assisting for decorations etc…we will help pay and purchase food. 
We aren’t helping to make decorations or cut up food etc…Last year it was 
really unorganized. There will be more planning with RSVP so we have a 
head count for food, lots of planning in advance. If there’s clear guidelines, 
then it can work. Need to confirm teacher in charge.  Hopefully (Tony 
Mathis) will organize the performance, PTO will do the foods- Costco and 
Subway. Jan-March will be planning time.

School Supplies- Staples has a company called School Kids. Got quote for 
supplies from  the contact there. The list doesn’t include special classes 
like Algebra or Latin. It doesn’t include supplies for those classes. Staples 
puts together the email link- parent can order through this. PTO can charge 
$5 for the order happening. PTO can keep the $5. Order has to be done by 
June. Need to advertise it. Need to have a place to store and a way to 
organize it. Order will arrive some time in Aug. Don't know if it will arrive in 
time for GCD. We could order extra and parent could pay for a kit at GCD. 
344 6th graders this year -half the parents might participate. Staples guy 
thinks they should do it for all grades. He said it will all be color coded for 
each grade. Kits will have names on them if ordered in advance. It'd be 
easier if they are all generic. Laurel- concerned that kids won’t like the 



notebook etc…Is it worth $5 per kit. There would be one binder for 
everything- one for A day and one for B day. Maybe they can provide 2 
binders- one for each day. Maybe order 50-100 kits and sell them on GCD 
and see how it goes. That would be an extra $500. If they can get them 
delivered before GCD. That’s a risk but worth trying it. Kathy-How much of 
a savings is it? Try it just for 6th grade. People asked at GCD about 
purchasing it online. Keep the calculator out. Melissa- Ask what the options 
are for ordering name specific or generic. We can place an order for the 
PTO and they purchase them from us. 5th grade families can contact 
through MSA. Can you have the option for ordering your own and then also 
purchase one for a donation. How can the PTO provide an option for kids 
to get their school supplies and also make some money off of it. Hard part 
is distribution, storage etc….Melissa- who does Normandale order from? 
It’s all separate. This is better because it’s all in a kit ready to go already.

Time concern. Try it out for GCD and see how it works. 
Kathy- can they send you a sample box and see what it includes. Get a 6th 
grade panel to give feedback on what is helpful. Updates lists?

Meeting adjourned at 3pm.


