
   

5E Lesson Design Template  

   
Lesson Objective(s):  
The student will learn about prominent American presidents and conduct specific  
research on a designated president. 
   
   

Target Grade Level: 2 

   
   
TEKS(write out):    

 obtain information about a topic using a variety of visual sources such as 
pictures,  graphics,  television,  maps,  computer software,  literature,  reference 
sources,  and artifacts.[17.B] 

 use various parts of a source,  including the table of contents,  glossary,  and 
index,  as well as keyword computer searches,  to locate information.[17.C] 

 sequence and categorize information 

 express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences.[18.A] 

 create written and visual material such as stories,  poems,  maps,  and graphic 
organizers to express ideas.[18.B] 

 

Materials Needed: Social Studies text, trade books about presidents, 
computers with internet access 

 
1. Engagement:  
Remind students that our country has always had a President, never a king or an 
emperor. Our President today is Barack Obama, but we have had 43 other Presidents 
before him.  
 
Ask students: Who are some of the Presidents that you know? What kinds of things 
did they do that helped shape our country? 
 
Teacher will read selections from trade books to help students begin research. 
   
2. Exploration:  
Student groups will research one of the following presidents: George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt ,Teddy Roosevelt ,Thomas Jefferson, John F. 
Kennedy, using encyclopedias, trade books, and Internet resources. Students use a 
research guide to answer questions relating to: 

 What was this person’s life like before, during, and after becoming President? 

 What were this person’s major contributions to our country? 
 



Students will begin to compile their research into a project that will be presented to the 
class. They may choose from the following technology-integrated activities: 

 Glogster 

 Mixbook 

 Comeeko 

 Time Toast 

 Blabberize 
   

3. Explanation:  
 What did you learn about these Presidents as human beings? How do their 

values compare with your own? 

 How might our country be different if these people had not been President? 

 

Teacher will lead discussions of Presidents, examining various viewpoints and 
considering social differences that have impacted the Presidency. 
   

4. Elaboration:  
 Would you elect this President if they were running for office today? Why or why 

not? 

 If you were President, what might you have done differently? How would it affect 
the country and the way the American people lived? 

   

5. Evaluation:  
The students will create a project to compile research conducted on their President. 
They should include images and sound, and may include video. The projects will be 
graded using a rubric that outlines specific expectations. 
 

Background for Teacher:  
Presidents being researched should have been briefly introduced previously. 


