
  May Events 

1 Glenbrook Elementary School    

Official opening. 

1      Smoothie Day 

2 PJ Day 

5 Primrose Singers to DYFA 

6 Pita Day 

6 School Council 6:45 

8 HPV # 3 Gr. 8 girls  

8      Hep B #2 Gr. 7’s 

8 JK/K Orientation 4 pm 

8      Smoothie day 

9 Pizza day 

12 Pita Day 

14 Red Maple Trip to Harbourfront 

15 Smoothie day 

16 Super Hero day 

19 Holiday 

20 Pita day 

22 Evening Event Yet to be Named 

23 Pizza Day 

23 Jump Rope For Heart  

26 Pita Day 

26    Gr. 3 EQAO 26, 27, 28th 

28    Wellness Matters @ 6PM 

29 Crazy Hair Day & Smoothie day 

30 Standards day 

Gr. 6 EQAO June 2,3,4. 

It is hard to believe that  plan-

ning for next year has begun.  

Staff will be making decisions 

on what classes students will 

be placed in for next year 

within the next 4 weeks.  In 

the coming year it looks like 

our numbers are going to be 

very tight making reorgani-

zation in September a pos-

sibility.  Teachers always 

take time and care to place 

students with teachers that 

they feel would best suit their 

learning style and needs. We 

would be happy to try to ac-

commodate parent requests 

that are made for program 

reasons and that are made in 

writing and include the pro-

gram reason for the request 

before May 23rd.  Requests 

made after this time will be 

difficult to accommodate. 

Please keep in mind that we 

may not be able to accommo-

date all requests due to our 

numbers in some grades and 

Ministry regulations.  As you 

can see we have many split 

grades in our school next 

year due to our numbers.  As 

our numbers decline this 

trend will continue. Our teach-

ers are very skilled at accom-

modating all learning needs in 

spIit grade classrooms. I ap-

preciate your understanding 

and cooperation in this mat-

ter.  See tentative teacher 

assignments on page 2.  

Please remember that this 

can all change should we 

have to reorganize. 
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EQAO Testing 

EQAO testing will take place 

for all grade 3 students on 

May 26th, 27th & 28th and  

on June 2nd, 3rd and 4th, for 

our grade 6 students.  We 

use the results of these tests 

to help us to learn more 

about what our strengths are 

as teachers and what we 

need to work on to improve 

our teaching practice.  

Please help us by making 

sure that students are here, 

well rested and ready to do 

their best work on the test.  

Thank you. 

Library News 

We wrapped up our voting for 
the Forest of Reading pro-
grams, and now anxiously await 
the results!  Our Red Maple 
participants from grades 7 and 8 
will be going to Toronto on May 
14 to meet the authors and wit-
ness the live announcement of 
the winning book.  Silver Birch 
and Blue Spruce students will 
have a special announcement 
at school.   

THANK YOU AGAIN to our Par-
ent Council for sponsoring this 
reading program.  It would be 
difficult to give all students the 
opportunity to participate with-
out your support. 

We always welcome donations 
of plastic bags to help protect 
library books in backpacks.  
Water damage is our number 
one problem, and sadly results 
in books being discarded.   

Sherie Anderson 

Teacher-Librarian 

Spirit days are good ways to 
have a little fun and show a 
little school spirit at Primrose.  
We like to have them through-
out the school year to bring 
smiles to peoples faces and 
to allow students to express 
their creative sides in fun and 
different ways. Please note in 
the May events section of this 
newsletter . It is important to 
remember that no toy weap-
ons are allowed in the school 
when planning for days such 
as Super Hero Day.  The edu-
cation act prohibits them in 
schools.  

Spirit Days 

Confirm your voter registration 

Do you want to vote in the 2014 municipal and school board 

elections?  Are you a new resident or have changed your resi-

dence since the last election (2010)?  Go to 

www.voterlookup.ca and confirm that you’re on the voters’ 

list.  It’s now up to you.  If you don’t have the Internet, or don’t 

speak English call MPAC at 1-866-296-6722 and help will be 

available.  We can also help you at our school. 

  Yet to Be Named Event  

   May  22nd From 6 to 8 

Come one, come all to the school 

event that has yet to be named! 

Curious?!  On May 22nd from 6 to 

8 PM Primrose will be celebrating 

the arts and environmental 

achievements.  All students will be 

featured.  We will let you know the 

name of this event when the 

“Name the Event” winner is an-

nounced on May 9th.  Stay tuned ! 

http://www.voterlookup.ca


Math Fun at Home 

Check out this blog for more practical math ideas and activities for you to use at home with your children.   

 

http://beyondtraditionalmath.wordpress.com/math-play-20-minutes-a-day/ 

 

Check out this blog for more practical math ideas and activities for you to use at home with your children.   

 

http://beyondtraditionalmath.wordpress.com/math-play-20-minutes-a-day/ 

 
Technology surrounds us and there is little doubt that it has revolutionized the way we work, shop, travel, 
learn, and play.  Like many other things in parenting, thinking ahead of time about how you’ll approach 
technology use with your children can go a long way in setting up good routines and conversations at 
home. 
 

Here are some tips you might consider when your family uses technology: 

 

1.  While our children seem to be very comfortable and agile in their use of technology,  they need our help 
to learn skills in digital literacy.  Understanding the validity of information they see on the internet, becoming 
good digital citizens who respect and protect themselves in online spaces, and learning when and how to 
communicate using a variety of digital tools is best done with the help of parents and teachers.  For more 
information about Media Literacy, parents and teachers can find many resources at http://mediasmarts.ca 

 

2.  Technology is no longer only about being a passive watcher or listener to content created by others. 
 Seeking out creative software, games, apps and websites that allow your child to be creative and play with 
images, music and video can be a great way to make learning fun and engaging.  A good place to start for 
ideas is our Board’s website and UG2GO where students can login and access many wonderful digital 
learning resources.   
 

3.  Don’t be afraid to learn along with your children as new technologies come into your lives.  This is a 
great opportunity for your children to see you learning something new and taking risks, modeling that open 
learning stance that they will need in order to manage a future of rapid change.    
 

3.  It has always been a good idea to have the family computer in a common area of the house so that par-
ents can monitor their children’s use, and this has become a bit trickier since mobile devices have come on 
the scene.  Consider creating a ‘parking space’ for mobile devices like ipods, ipads, phones and DS hand-
helds, and defining boundaries around where and when they can be used.  Check in frequently with chil-
dren to see the kinds of activities in which they are taking part.  Setting up a routine of ‘powering off’ before 
bedtime is a good way to ensure that children aren’t up until all hours on their devices. 
 

4.  Parents can model a healthy balance by working out acceptable limits for technology use including 
phones, television, video games and screen time.   Remember that your children are watching you, and 
you can begin to have conversations with them at an early age about how you and your family balance 
your technology time with other fun and engaging activities like hobbies, playtime and exercise, all of which 
are extremely important to your child’s development. 

Tentative Teacher Assignments 2014-15 

JK/K - Mrs. Ware                                                  Gr. 4-5- Ms McGarry      These assignments are tentative and could change. 

JK/K– Mrs. Hawkins                                             Gr. 4  -  Mrs. Symons 

Gr. 1-Mrs Pasmore                                              Gr. 5-6– Mrs. Hughes 

Gr. 1-2 Ms Stevanov                                            Gr. 6—   Mrs. Robertson  

Gr. 2– 3 Ms. Rabah                                              Gr. 7—   Mr. Ardis 

Gr. 3 - Ms Noble                                                   Gr. 7-8– Ms. Kelk 

Gr. 3-4  Mrs. Walkinshaw                                     Gr. 7-8-  Mr. Byers  



WELLNESS  MATTERS 

 

 

   

       

 

 

 

 

 Teaching Our Kids To Care  

For Their Physical & Mental Health  

 

 A PRESENTATION FOR PARENTS, TEACHERS &  

PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN WELLNESS  

 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 28th, 2014 FROM 6:00PM – 7:30PM  

@ PRIMROSE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

RSVP appreciated but not required. Refreshments and babysitting will be provided.  

Presented by Nicole Raftis, B.Sc.O.T. Reg.(Ont.). Nicole has spent the last 18 years working 

with  children and families around issues of physical and mental health. Highlights of 

Nicole’s career include her time at SunnyHill Health Center For Children in Vancouver, The 

Occupational Therapy School  Care program in Ottawa, The Child & Youth Mental Health 

Units at The Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario, and her current private practice here in 

Guelph. As an Occupational Therapist, Nicole can share practical strategies to help children 

develop their physical, cognitive, social & emotional skills in a balanced way to promote 

success at home and school. Some specific topics we’ll discuss include emotional regula-

tion, organization skills and games/activities to promote balanced development. In this 

presentation, Nicole will also address the topic of adult wellness, specifically related to par-

enting/teaching children in the elementary grades.  

Nicole Raftis 

 


