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PHIG Committee of PHNA 
Notes for Monday, January 25, 2016 
Prepared by Carolyn Keefe 

Participants:  Marilyn Douglas, Jess Dunitz, Mary Beth Farr, Dannielle Hille, Indulata Jayapal, Clarens Phillipe, Luke 

Rumsey, Janet Zalatan, Carolyn Keefe 

1. Introductions & Overview:  As needed 

2. Current Projects:  Beautification & Events 

Community Building Event - Community Dinner in Early March with Neighbors & Students 

• The evening during the week that First Lutheran Church is free is on Monday, which Clarens, Jesse, and 

Luke think will work well.  So we are looking at Monday, March 7th.  We still need to finalize that with the 

Church and with Perry’s help. 

• All Greek Council is OK to cater, and Luke with check with Donovan about SA and about whether one or 

two of SA’s music groups can perform.  PHIG will provide plates, utensils, cups, and napkins if we can’t get 

them donated. 

• In addition to creating and writing cards for troops, we will try to have a kid-friendly area and a food drive. 

• Once details are finalized, we will create a flyer and the OCAs will try to gauge interest when bringing 

them around to neighbors. 

Beautification -  

• Cleanup Series for Spring 2016 - We are mostly all set for this to start in early March, whether depending.  

Carolyn will contact DGS about getting gloves donated.  If those aren’t available, PHIG will provide some. 

• Discussions with Upstate Artists Guild (UAG) - Carolyn reviewed her discussions with UAG at their 

meeting in December - they are very receptive to a walk identify opportunities for public/community art.  

Also, the NYS Museum has grant funding for murals 

3. PHIG Updates: 

PHNA Retreat - Decisions relating to PHIG 

• The Pine Hills Neighborhood Association (PHNA) Board held a strategic planning retreat in mid December, 

2015 (see the report developed by CMKeefe from PHIG).   

• The Board made several decisions related to PHIG - PHIG will now be referred to as a “committee” of 

PHNA, not a “subcommittee”; the PHIG chair will be a Board position; and PHIG will have control of the 

remaining “Kegs & Eggs” funds that PHNA received from the Albany County DA’s office after that incident. 

• The Board also recommended that PHIG seek a C-1 study of our residential commercial areas, similar to 

that used by the Upper Madison group when it was founded as Beautify Upper Madison Project. 

Naming the Neighborhood - Review suggestions 

• We looked at the results of the OCA canvas in which “Collegetown” was the overwhelming favorite and 

Midtown was not as popular.  This was just a first step.  We discussed a possible online survey and using 

this as an opportunity to draw people into the discussion about what the neighborhood is and what it 

could be.  The consensus was that a survey, including those options and others offered, would be a better 

next step. 

History Tour - Possible “Walkabout Wednesdays” Tour  

• Virginia has reached out the Historic Albany Foundation about developing a “Walkabout Wednesdays” 

tour of parts of the neighborhood, to have a better feeling for the history.  We could then use that to 

reach out to the Urban Planning students and engage residents and students. 

Review of (Re)Building Downtown Report at http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/guides/rebuilding-downtown 

• Carolyn created an overview of this report and ways that it could apply to our neighborhood that was 

shared at the meeting.   

4. Sustainability of PHIG:  Improving Outreach & Engagement [Not discussed] 



PHIG Notes for Monday, January 25, 2016          P. 2/2 

5. Future Plans & Ideas: [Not discussed] 

• Longer Term Projects - Need to find volunteers to start developing these projects independent of PHIG 

• Supporting Merchants - Merchants Group/Mentors  

• Students Helping Neighbors - Program for neighbors to hire students for babysitting or odd jobs 

6. News & Updates:  PHNA & CUCR Meeting updates, Off Campus Ambassadors, and other news 

• Janet Zalatan is retiring from APD on March 31, 2016.  

7. Input, Announcements, Other:  Anything else that may come up 

• Dannielle Hille from the Albany Community Policing Advisory Committee (ACPAC) came by to remind us about 

the upcoming discussion about the implementation of body cameras that will take place on Tuesday, February 

23rd at the Main Branch of the Albany Public Library at 7pm.  ACPAC also has two at large Board vacancies - they 

take input about community policies and provide a liaison between the community and the police to improve 

relations.  They are not part of the complaint process. 

8. Next Meeting - Monday, February 22, 2016 in the Large Community Room at Pine Hills Library 


