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PHIG Subcommittee of PHNA 

Notes from Monday, April 27, 2015 
Prepared by Carolyn Keefe 

 

Participants:  Fitzroy Collins, Marilyn Douglas, Mary Beth Farr, Leah Golby, Nancy Lauricella, Luke Rumsey, Janet Zalatan, and 

Carolyn Keefe 

1. Introductions & Overview - As needed 

2. Current Plans - Beautification & Events 

• Beautification:   

Cleanup Pilot Project Update 

o Pilot project went very well.  Both Nick Mayes (UA All Greek Council) and Saben Durio (UA Student Association) will 

pass on our info to their successors as needed. 

o We need to reach out to community organizations to set up clean ups for the summer. 

o Also, Carolyn spoke with the leader of a group working with immigrants and refugees to ask folks to not rip open 

trash bags when looking for deposit bottles.  We are also trying to encourage students to recycle or at least 

separate bottles.  This should cut down on some of the trash being blown around. 

Planting Project 

o We are in the planning stages for the planting project and still working on a date.  Most of the tree wells were 

cleaned out and weeded during the Pine Hills Spring Clean Up - except those in which merchants had already 

planted.  More information, including a planting date, will be available at our May meeting 

• Events:    

Spring Yard Sale - Tentatively May 9, 2015 from 10am to 1pm -CANCELLED 

o This was cancelled due to lack of interest.  We discussed some options for trying again another time including a 

possible larger PHNA sale in August or September when students are looking to purchase items or another attempt 

next May with some changes. 

o Changes for a sale next May would include - starting to plan in January, promote earlier, and hold on a Friday late 

afternoon in early May (4-7pm) with a social gathering to follow. 

o We will first try to survey students to see whether they would be interested and how they feel it would be most 

successful. 

o We may also encourage students to combine households for the sale. 

Meet, Munch, & More (September) - Set Date & Ideas 

o The best date looks like Sunday, September 27th with possibly Sunday, October 4th.  We are coming up against 

holidays and other events on and off campus.  We will set up the committee next month and begin developing 

plans and ideas, including those discussed during the September 22, 2014 follow up meeting. 

National Night Out (Tuesday, August 4, 2015) - Ideas 

o We will simplify this and keep the focus primarily on kids and families.  Kids activities and treats like ice cream 

(Stewarts), sno cones, popcorn, bounce house, and music - with possible help from Christ’s Church of Albany.  

Carolyn will reach out to Jonathan Hentrich, asking them to participate again this year. 

o If inclement weather threatens again this year, we will cancel. 

3. Future Plans & Ideas - Discussions with City and UAlbany Downtown  

• Meeting with Mayor Sheehan 

o Virginia Hammer, Leah Golby, Reesa Guarino, and Carolyn Keefe met with Mayor Kathy Sheehan and Planning Director 

Chris Spencer to discussion various concerns and plans in Pine Hills, including in the PHIG area.   

o We shared “Concerns & Ideas for Improvement of the Student Area in Pine Hills” with both the Mayor and Director 

Spencer.  The focus of this discussion was on improving lighting, especially pedestrian scale lighting, and 

streetscape/sidewalk amenities.   

o Virginia focused on Upper Madison, especially the park at the point in front of APD’s Center Station.  Reesa discussed 

ideas for improving the lot where Price Chopper sits. 
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o Both were very receptive to our concerns but noted that the City’s financial situation makes addressing these issues in 

the near term difficult, which we expected.  We asked that they include our part of the neighborhood as they seek 

funding for various projects around the City. 

• UAlbany Revitalization Plans 

o Per an article in the Times Union on April 1, 2015, UAlbany is planning some revitalization projects for the Downtown 

Campus.  We plan to reach out with a review of the studies (similar to that given to Mayor Sheehan) that focuses on 

those discussed for UAlbany. 

• Longer Term Projects  

o Carolyn is trying to put together a core group of folks to work on developing longer term projects -especially 

beautification but could also include ongoing events. 

4. News & Updates - PHNA & CUCR Meeting updates, Off Campus Ambassadors, and other news 

• Committee on University and Community Relations (CUCR) 

o Wrapping up spring plans with an engagement walk next week, to remind students about end of school year issues. 

o Will be conducting a survey over the summer and updating the contact list. 

• Off Campus Ambassadors (OCAs) 

o Had a good pilot semester that will finish on a final walk around to talk to students in particular about cleaning up and 

cleaning out 

o Hiring a new crew to start in September - only 2 of 8 returning as the rest are graduating. 

o Planning to include more community engagement programs next year. 

• Take Back the Night 

o UAlbany and College of Saint Rose worked together on the annual “Take Back the Night” programming 

5. Input, Announcements, Other - Anything else that may come up 

• Fire Safety 

o Concerns expressed about students in particular grilling on porches.  Need to communicate and remind students about 

Fire Safety. 

• Plans for Former Professor Barley’s Bar & Restaurant (Western & Quail Sts) 

o New management has applied for a cabaret license and liquor license.   

o Leah is trying to facilitate a meeting with the new owner to learn about their plans and provide context for concerns 

o That corner has been considerably quieter since Professor Barley’s closed and neighbors would prefer to avoid a return 

to the rowdy atmosphere that apparently took over the neighborhood during their tenure. 

• Ideas for Improving Madison at Ontario - Fitzroy Collins 

o Fitzroy lives on Madison between Partridge and Ontario and is interested in seeing that intersection improved to help 

support the success of the nearby businesses year round as well as improve the neighborhood as a whole. 

o Fitzroy shared a document with us entitled “Upgrading the Madison and Ontario Junction” with great suggestions and 

ideas, making a strong case for improving this area. 

o We discussed a few items at this meeting and hope to explore others in the future.  Those discussed include - the 

status of the C1 Façade Improvement Program, the status of the Madison Avenue Traffic Calming Plan, possible 

ongoing events like a farmer’s market, and trying to set up a merchants group. 

� C1 Façade Improvement Program - We believe that this program ended several years ago, unless new funding was 

appropriated recently.  Worth looking for a way to renew this. 

� Madison Avenue Traffic Calming Plan - Funding has been secured to design this plan this year (2015) and for the 

Phase 1, from Allen to Partridge, in 2016.  Some of the funding for Phase 2, from Partridge to Lake, has been 

obtained but not all, so that will be done when funding is complete.  Still looking for funding for Phase 3, from Lake 

to near Lark. 

� Merchants Group - We discussed asking Vic Christopher from Troy to give a talk to merchants about setting up for 

success. 

6. Next Meeting - TUESDAY, May 26, 2015 in the Small Community Room at Pine Hills Library 


