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PHIG Subcommittee of PHNA 

Meeting Notes for Tuesday, May 27, 2014 
Prepared by Carolyn Keefe 

Participants: Mike D’Atillio, Tom Gebhardt, Leah Golby, Virginia Hammer, John Hammer, Sandesh Naik, 

Jesse Rawson, Janet Zalatan, Carolyn Keefe with Invited Guest Dan DiLillo from DGS 

 

1. Introductions -- Since we had representatives from the College of Saint Rose and a guest, we introduce 

ourselves and provided some background about PHIG. 

2. Presentation - Dan Dilillo, Deputy Commissioner of DGS answered our questions and heard our concerns; his 

comments are digested here.   

• DGS will be involved in the upcoming Code Compliance pilot project and participate in the Landlord 

training.  We asked that they remind landlords that recycling bins are free (available at Erie Blvd 

location) and perhaps bring some to our upcoming events. 

• BIDs usually pay for the flower baskets that merchants in the Ed District are asking for and the 

lampposts need hangars.  DGS does some baskets and usually handles watering.  They may be able to 

use National Grid poles instead.   

• We discussed exploring possible upgrades for Pine Hills Park.  DGS maintains the grounds and would 

be part of any improvements process.  He did say that they are behind in some seasonal park 

preparations around the city due to weather issues. 

• We discussed concerns about the over use of black top on “yards” and the macadamian area 

(between sidewalks and streets) in the neighborhood.  He explained that will eventually be phased 

out, but in the meantime, property owners can make a request in writing to remove the black top on 

their own.  The request should be in writing, include what would replace the black top, and be sent to 

DGS Commissioner Mirable. 

• We expressed an interest in more trash barrels in the neighborhood to help deal with the copious 

quantities of litter in the area.  They have placed all the compactors they received from grant funding, 

and some are in the area.  We also asked about the possibility to install pedestrian level lighting in the 

neighborhood, though that is a long way down the line. 

• DGS is NOT retiring the sidewalk vacuum cleaners.  Nevertheless, PHIG is interested in developing a 

regular clean-up program for the neighborhood that could leverage volunteers from student groups 

and churches and perhaps have each group take a week or a block (like an Adopt A Block program).  

We may ask a merchant or church to help obtain equipment and look for a place to store it (similar to 

what BUMP does. 

• PHIG will need to complete an event form or write a letter requesting services relating to our 

upcoming events in August and September for more trash cans, electricity access (though that may 

also involve the Parks dept), etc. 

3. Input - College of Saint Rose representatives Mike D’Atillio and student Jesse Rawson joined us and shared 

some thoughts and ideas. 

• CSR owns some clean up equipment and bags as well 

• Their annual “Reach Out Saint Rose” community volunteering program will take place on Saturday, 

September 6, 2014 (the day before our brunch).  There were no sites in Pine Hills last year.  We can 

contact Joan Horgan (horganj@strose.edu) to ask about getting a site or sites added, including Pine 

Hills Park. 

• Jesse works with a religious music group that performs at a mass at St. Vincent’s on Sunday evenings.  

He may know some musicians who could/would play at one or both of our events. 
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• We went through our Draft Ideas Planning chart and discussed various sections of it in relation to CSR.  

We explained that this is a draft, that we will be incorporating everything else we have learned since it 

was developed, and that we realize they may have more to say after they’ve looked at this more 

closely. 

• With regard to Commercial Areas, CSR works with the Community Loan Fund to help small business 

owners using the fund.  They suggested trying to find a way to make working through the City’s 

regulations process easier for new businesses (like an ombudsman).  Also, the Chamber of Commerce 

has a boot camp for new business owners as well. 

• Among the other areas we touched on were  

o The possibility of setting up a shuttle system from parking lots.  

o Perhaps using the CSR security building as a neighborhood resources center for students and 

neighbors.  That would need to involve many more discussions, but we wanted to at least put the 

idea on the table. 

o The CSR restorative justice process; though since they are a private school, they have more 

leeway in terms of discipline. 

o Ideas for an alcohol-free gathering space. 

4. Project Updates - Since the City is developing the Code Compliance pilot project and we have these events 

coming up soon (with few volunteers), we decided to set aside both the Beautification and the Block Planning 

projects until after the events are done.  This will allow us to focus on making the events as successful as 

possible and possibly grow our base of supporters to help with other projects. 

 The Event Planning committee met and set the date for the Brunch at Sunday, September 7th from 12-

3pm; the National Night Out event is still at Tuesday, August 5 from 6-8pm and both will take place at Pine 

Hills Park at the VI on Madison and Ontario.  We decided not to worry about using a 501c3 as a fiscal agent for 

this event, but just offer public acknowledgement to any donors (much like the Tree Lighting).  Other 

decisions (like the name for the brunch) and the development of subcommittees for to help get planning 

underway will wait until the next Event Planning on Monday, June 9th at 6pm at Pine Hills Park. 

5. Follow Up - The Parkview Apartments meeting will be arranged between Leah, Carolyn, and Gordon with 

manager Kathy Baker. 

6. News & Updates - PHNA & CCUR Meeting updates and other news since the last meeting:  Nothing to Report 

7. Other - Anything else that may come up 

• Carolyn recommended that folks take a look at the recent Boston Globe investigation “Shadow 

Campus”, a 3 part series of articles with a video.  This really drives home how bad things can get if we 

don’t stay focused on improving the neighborhood, especially code compliance. 

• Carolyn has been reading through the book Town & Gown Relations by Roger Kemp.  We discussed 

possibly having PHNA purchase the book or get one into the Pine Hills Library.  John Hammer will look 

into that option. 

• Carolyn noted that family concerns may take her out of town several times this summer, so she will 

need help staying on top of the event planning process. 

8. Next Meeting - Monday, June 23, 2014 at Pine Hills Library, Small Meeting Room 

 


