
PHIG Subcommittee of PHNA 

Meeting Notes for Monday, April 28, 2014 
Prepared by Carolyn Keefe 

Participants: Tom Gebhardt, Leah Golby, Virginia Hammer, Janet Zalatan, Anthony Cally, Elmer 

Maldonado, Daniel Spellman, Christopher Spencer, Carolyn Keefe 

Agenda: 

1. Introductions -- Since we had four new attendees, UAlbany students, we introduced ourselves.  All four are 

currently juniors, so we hope they will be available to help next year if they are interested. 

2. Overview -- We brought the students up to date about what PHIG is and what we have been doing. 

3. Student Input -- Anthony, Elmer, Daniel, and Christopher share the following concerns, insights, and ideas 

with us.  Their input was very valuable and appreciated: 

• Beautification:   

o Older trees causing problems with sidewalks (esp on Hamilton St) and sidewalks in disrepair.   

o Need for more/better street lights and encouraging more residents to keep porch lights lit at night.   

o Need for more trash receptacles, more frequent community clean ups, and positive reinforcement for 

keeping up property.   

o Among the ideas discussed for more clean ups would be to reach out to organizations on both 

campuses as well as AHS to arrange for a different group to clean up each week (Sunday mornings?) 

or having different groups take responsibility to different areas (similar to highway clean-up 

programs.  A set of incentives could be developed for each clean up or group.  In addition, some 

programs have service requirements for credit, like the UAlbany School of Social Welfare’s 

Community Public Service program. 

• Promoting PHIG:  To promote PHIG efforts and/or programs, we could announce them on the UA/CSR 

email blasts, flyers on podiums, and on social media 

• Activities/Businesses/Commercial:  Students current enjoy going to the Madison Theater and the Hudson 

River Coffee House/Tierra Coffee Roasters.  Some other non alcohol entertainment ideas could be 

o  “Juice” (no alcohol) nights at Bogies or other taverns that would include a cover fee, raffles, prizes, 

and/or karaoke.  

o More cafes 

o Hookah bar 

• Housing:  Some concerned raised include absentee landlords, especially those whose local contact is 

unknown.  Finding apartments with good landlords -- using Craigslist and other websites, signs, etc.  

Students also appreciated hearing about how to get info and support from UA Off Campus Affairs and 

United Tenants. 

• Transportation:  None of these students have cars in town and expressed satisfaction with the bus 

system(s).  We also discussed biking (bike sharing and bike lanes) and car sharing (on campus and the 

upcoming community program). 

4. Project Follow Up -- Event Planning has held its first meeting and is working on the details about where and 

when for the events in August and in September, including rain alternatives, etc.  Beautification is working on 

getting its first meeting going.  Block Review’s leadership is still uncertain; Jennifer Ceponis has been 

contacted, but we’re not sure about her availability.  

5. Presentation Ideas -- We discussed some ideas for gathering further information, in particular through 

presentations at our meetings.   



• Quail St Corridor:  While one of our most pressing areas of interest is the Quail Street Corridor project, 

PHNA will host that discussion in June.   

• DGS:  We discussed inviting the head of DGS to present at the May meeting to help us determine how 

budgetary concerns will impact their work and our neighborhood.  Leah will reach out to him. 

• Business Council:  We would like to have Anton Pasquil present about the nascent Albany Business 

Council, perhaps in June or over the summer. 

• Codes:  We want to give the new leadership time to settle in, so we would like to invite them in the fall 

• Planning:  We will be ready for updates in the fall as well 

• UAlbany & CSR Schools of Business:  We would like to talk to them about improving our commercial 

areas and bringing in more local businesses. 

6. Connecting with Senior Citizens -- We have been contacted by B’nai B’rith Parkview Apartments on Hudson St 

near Lake Ave to perhaps hold a discussion about what we are doing and gather suggestions or ideas from 

them.  Carolyn will reach out to the manager to set up a meeting that will include Leah and Gordon as well. 

7. Next Meeting Location -- Since the May meeting is on a Tuesday, the library was not available for our use.  

We decided to go with the APD Center Station, 2nd Floor Community Room.  Janet is setting that up for us. 

8. News & Updates -- The Bike Expo will take place in Washington Park near the Lake House on Saturday, May 4, 

2014.  

9. Other -- Virginia shared the Good Neighbor brochures with the students.  Thank you to Anthony for taking 

notes for us. 

10. Next Meeting -- Tuesday, 5/27/2014 at 6:30pm at APD Center Station, 2nd Floor Community Room 

 


