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College Neighborhood Meeting 
Tuesday, November 19, 2013 

Prepared by Carolyn Keefe 

 

Participants: Jackie Brace, Jennifer Ceponis, Tom Gebhardt, Leah Golby, Anton Pasquil, Carolyn Keefe 

Overview:  
 This was an informal meeting to start sharing concerns and ideas about the “college neighborhood” section of 

Pine Hills. All participants live or work in and around this part of Pine Hills and are invested in seeing it improved. 

While many of the concerns revolve around students and student behavior, other issues were expressed as well. 

We also referred quite a bit to the document developed by Jennifer Ceponis and Martin Daley (Pine Hills Education 

District Ideas). This was a free flowing discussion, so the suggestions and ideas are not recommendations and not 

in any particular order, but merely a place to start thinking about solutions. 

Primary Concerns: 

• Behavior – especially parties; large, loud groups roaming around late at night (Thursday-Saturday); lack of 

respect and consciousness about the community we all share.  We noted that while some of this behavior 

can be attributed to college students, the majority of those arrested in this area are not college students.  

Also, note that while UAlbany students are often blamed for all the issues in the neighborhood, we host 

students from several other schools including the College of Saint Rose, Siena College, and HVCC among 

others. 

• Vandalism – broken tree and flower pot, tagging, stealing materials off porches 

• Litter – from those walking through the neighborhood and from folks going through garbage to retrieve 

deposit bottles thrown in the garbage; street cleaning days are long after the messes are made (Thursday 

and Friday rather than Monday and Tuesday). 

• Parking – As with street cleaning, alternate side parking might be easier to accommodate early in the 

week rather than later. 

• Perception of the Neighborhood – impacts willingness to purchase homes in the area, invest in property, 

and establish businesses, which impacts property values and quality of life.  

• Physical Condition – Years of poor code enforcement, irresponsible landlords, and decreasing 

homeownership in the area impact the state of the housing stock. Additionally, streetscaping decisions, 

like blacktop between sidewalks and streets and poor lighting, contribute to the poor perception of the 

neighborhood. 

• Commercial Inadequacies – Not enough diversity of commercial endeavors, not enough support of 

businesses and many vacant storefronts. 

Suggestions & Ideas – Please Refer to the Ceponis/Daley Ideas document as well: 
• More use of restorative justice measures relating back to the UAlbany, College of Saint Rose, and City of 

Albany Community Accountability Boards. One example discussed would be having those who participate 

in this process, either through the colleges or the Albany County District Attorney’s office educate, their 

peers about the need to respect the community. 

• Developing an intercollegiate off campus housing center with resources for students who live off campus, 

outreach, education, the APD neighborhood resource officer, and opportunities for students and 

neighbors to connect. This could also include a center for students and neighbors to share information 

about chores or odd jobs that neighbors need done, volunteer opportunities, and employment for 

students. 

• Developing an intercollegiate student engagement group with support from staff from each of the 

colleges – this would ensure that the group continues to function well after current students graduate and 

leave. This could be a resource for students and neighbors alike. 
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• Creating a neighborhood subgroup, similar to the Beautify Upper Madison Program (BUMP) to focus on 

Mid Madison and/or Quail Street. This could be an informal business engagement group that also 

connects neighbors to help improve the physical condition of the commercial areas and support the 

development of new businesses.  This could also include or be in addition to creating a Merchant’s 

Association for the area. 

• Holding events to bring the neighbors out and the neighborhood together. These could include a summer 

block party near Pine Hills Park that focuses on more permanent residents, a bagel breakfast on a Sunday 

morning in September to connect with students moving into the neighborhood (this came up after the 

meeting), and/or an end of year yard sale. 

• Making better use of (and inform neighbors about) new tools like the City of Albany DGS “SeeClickFix” 

App for reporting code enforcement or quality of life issues and the APD’s Vacation Check program 

• Developing alcohol-free gather space/opportunity for students and others on Thursday, Friday, Saturday 

nights to give them a supervised place to socialize in large groups to reduce their dependence on bars and 

house parties to connect with one another. This could also be intercollegiate. 

• Making better use of UAlbany’s small business incubator to help develop the commercial areas in the 

college neighborhood, including surveying residents/students about businesses they would like to see 

here and helping businesses get started. 

• Exploring the status of the Quail Street project as discussed in the Education District Enhancement Study. 

Reports 
 Over the last decade, at least two high profile studies have been made to identify and address the issues in 

this neighborhood in addition to the Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan process. The Midtown Colleges & University 

District Plan Report was completed before the 2008 financial crash and relies much more heavily on promoting 

homeownership and possible large investments of funds from the colleges, city, and state. The more recent 

Education District Enhancement Study is intended to supplement the Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan and focuses 

on somewhat smaller scale recommendations that could be no less effective, work within the neighborhood’s 

limitations, and may be more realistic in the current fiscal climate.  

 Those attending this meeting expressed the common concern that these reports are developed with great 

effort (and often expense) and presented with some fanfare, but too often their suggestions are ignored or 

funding is not available to implement those suggestions. We are particularly concerned that the most recent study 

recommendations (Education District Enhancement Study) continue toward implementation. We also want to 

make sure that the incoming mayoral administration not lose track of this process during the transition and in the 

busy early days of the administration. To that end, whatever organization/committee may come out of this 

meeting should plan to help keep these recommendations and the needs of this neighborhood on the new 

administration’s radar. 

 These studies are available online at: 

• Midtown Colleges & University District Plan Report: 

http://albanyny.org/_files/Midtown%20Colleges%20and%20University%20Study%20Final%20Plan%20(2005).pdf 

• Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan:  

http://albany2030.org/sites/default/files/Albany%202030%20Comprehensive%20Plan.pdf or 

http://albany2030.org/learn/final-plan 

• Education District Enhancement Study:  http://www.albanyny.gov/_files/Education%20District%20Study%20-

%201.0%20%20Exec%20Summary.pdf  

Next Steps 
 At this point, no plan has been made to meet again. However, those attending expressed a desire to see some 

sort of ongoing process get started. We agreed to share these notes with PHNA and others who were interested 

but unable to attend. From there, we hope to develop a core group to continue meeting and develop a direction 
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for the entity (organization, committee, etc) to take. We would like to get some support in terms of developing an 

effective group from BUMP and some financial support from PHNA if a project is identified that needs it. 

 We all expressed a desire to ensure that all stakeholders in the neighborhood were represented including 

homeowners, residents, tenants, students, business owners, college representatives, city representatives, and 

others. At some point, we also hope to have conversations with the new mayor’s administration, the city’s 

planning department, the new president of UAlbany, and the next president of College of Saint Rose, among 

others. 

Attached Documents: 

• TUArticleCeponisDaley090713.pdf -- Original article about the incident at Jennifer and Martin’s home 

• TUArticleFollowUp091113.pdf -- Follow up article about additional incidents 

• BkgrndEmailsCollegeNbrhd0913.pdf -- Email discussion that followed those articles and led to this 

meeting 

• PineHillsEducationDistrictIdeasCD1113.pdf -- List of ideas that Jennifer and Martin put together after their 

incidents and was discussed at thismeeting 


