
Energizing Detroit 

 

Marathon Oil Corp. has given the Detroit  
Science Center a $2.4 million grant to 
create a Future Fuels gallery.  Page 13 

 

Tiger Tale 

 

Ads from the ExxonMobil Historical 
Collection at the Center for American 
History are new exhibits at the Bob 
Bullock Texas State History Museum.  
Page 15 
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Discovering Edwin Drake  
 

Pennsylvania communities are rallying to 
celebrate next year’s sesquicentennial of 
America’s first commercial oil discovery 

by Edwin L. Drake.  Page 3 

Yellow Dog Inventor 

 

Oil patch lore says these two-wicked lanterns were 
so named because their burning wicks resembled a 
dog’s glowing eyes at night. Page 10 

 

Deep Sea Roughnecks 

 

The pursuit of offshore oil and natural gas 
demanded technological innovation as 
exploration led to deeper and more 
inhospitable waters.  Page 14 

 

Gone with the Wind 

 

An unusual approach to oilfield firefighting technology 
would evolve from the “Windmaking Machine” used in 

Santa Fe Springs, California, in 1929.  Page 12 

Producing States 

 

Detailed petroleum exploration and production data are 
published by the Independent Petroleum Association of 
America. The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your 

State provides facts about 33 producing states. Page 5 

 

Energy Tomorrow  
 

What does the average person really 
know about energy issues – and about  
the petroleum industry?  Page 4 

 

Illinois Derrick 

 

An Olney, Illinois, standard derrick, the 
symbol of Richland County’s contribut-
ion to Southern Illinois rich oil history, 
may be coming down.  Page 11 

 

 2009 Energy Education Strategies 

 

The historical society’s 3rd 
annual Energy Education 
Conference & Field Trip 
takes place Nov. 12 -14 in 
Houston. Experts from 
Pennsylvania to California 

 will share their latest teacher workshop strategies  
 for improving energy education and outreach. A   
 motor coach field trip will tour oil and natural gas  
 museums in Galveston and Beaumont.  Page 7 

 

Wisconsin Petroleum Museum 

 

From gas pump globes to old cars and everything in 
between, Ed Jacobsen of Northwoods, Wisconsin, 
shares his enthusiasm for petroleum – and service 
station artifacts.  Page 11 

 



              2             THE PETROLEUM AGE        SEPTEMBER      2008          VOL. 5, NO. 3                          THE AMERICAN OIL &  GAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

  s this issue goes to press, Galveston residents have not been allowed to return to  
  their homes and businesses following the devastation of Hurricane Ike. Sadly,  
  some will have lost everything. Others will have suffered terrible damage.  

 
The Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum – in the approximate center of the 
hurricane’s wrath – is no exception. Early reports indicate that the Ocean Star did get hot, 
but the extent of the damage is not yet known (although reports of gift shop items strewn 
on the ground bodes ill for that small, adjacent building).   
 
While Ike’s aftermath could affect the society’s planned field trip to the museum on Nov. 
14, of far greater importance is the health and welfare of the people of the region – and 
their recovery from this catastrophic event.  
 
Although we will have to wait and see, there still are many good reasons for participating 
in the upcoming Energy Education Conference & Field Trip – just ask anyone who 
attended our events last year in Oklahoma City. You can download articles and photos of 
what happened as covered in this newsletter’s June 2007 issue posted at www.aoghs.org. 
You will also find a link there for registering for the 2008 conference, including the 
printable form enclosed in this issue. 
 
Please join the many attendees who are returning to share their latest teacher workshop 
and energy exhibit ideas – and renew friendships. With Oil 150 celebrations beginning, a 
Nov. 12 luncheon will offer ways to work together and make Edwin Drake’s discovery 
anniversary a national energy education celebration about the role – and importance – of 
the industry he established. 
 
It will be difficult to top last year’s adventure to oil museums in Seminole and Drumright 
and the Society of Exploration Geophysicists Geoscience Center in Tulsa, but our road trip 
to Galveston and Beaumont promises a lot – despite the results of Hurricane Ike.  
– Bruce Wells  
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Editor’s Desk 
 

Come to Houston,Come to Houston,Come to Houston,Come to Houston, Shar Shar Shar Shareeee Ideas Ideas Ideas Ideas    
    

The Ocean Star Offshore Drilling 
Rig & Museum in Galveston, 
Texas – hopefully, the first stop  
of the historical society’s field trip 
planned for Nov. 14. Photograph 
from February 2008. 
 

A 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ennsylvanians have kicked-off the   
   celebration of the sesquicentennial  
   of the American oil industry. On  

Aug. 1, area legislators, volunteers, and 
many others gathered at the Drake Well 
Museum in Titusville to announce the 
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of Oildom.” The film fest is part of Oil 
City-based events to commemorate 
the1859 oil discovery that marked the 
advent of the U.S. petroleum industry.  
 
The historical drama “Oil on the Brain,”  
a play that highlights development of the 
oil region from the first use of petroleum 
by the Seneca Indians to the commercial 
booms and busts, performed Sept. 20 at 
Clarion University’s Venango Campus.   
– Visit www.oil150.com 

Guide Promotes Oil Region 

 

“History, music, art, 
shopping, the natural 
beauty of the country-
side, there is some-
thing for everyone 
here in the Oil 
Heritage Region,” 
boasts The Official 

Guide - Oil Region, a 
publication by the Oil 

Region Alliance of Business, Industry 
and Tourism, Oil City Pa. The new guide 
promotes the oil industry’s historic roots.  
 
Copies of the 44-page guide are being 
distributed in 15 Pennsylvania welcome 
centers and other rest areas throughout 
the state. Although the tourism guides 
have been printed in previous years, the 
latest edition is much larger in size and 
quantity, according to Betty Squire.  
 
“It has always been very successful and 
we hope this one is, too” says Squire, 
who oversees tourism development for 
the Oil Region Alliance. “We printed 
75,000. There is an emphasis this time on 
reaching area residents who may be 
thinking about different vacation plans 
because of gasoline costs.”  
 
Copies of the guide and other brochures 
can be requested at www.oilregion.org.  
– From www.thederrick.com 
 
Oil Roundtable and Film Fest  

 
On Aug. 12, the Pennsylvania Joint Leg-
islative Air and Water Pollution Control 
and Conservation Committee and Oil 150 
representatives hosted a roundtable 
discussion. “The Relevance of Petroleum 
History in the Modern World” took place 
at the University of Pittsburgh’s Titusville 
Campus. Lois Mc-Elwee, the Oil 150 
coordinator from October of 2005 
through January of 2008, moderated the 
discussion.  
 
Roundtable participants included Dr. 
William Brice, professor-emeritus of 
geology and planetary science at the 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, 
Pa.; John Harper, chief of the oil, gas and 
subsurface geology section of the 
Pennsylvania Geologic Survey; Neil 
McElwee, of Oil City, author of several 
books, including Oil Creek, the Begin-

ning; and Rhonda Reda, executive 

director of the Ohio Oil and Gas Energy 
Education Program. Also participating 
were David Waples, author of The 

Natural Gas Industry in Appalachia: A 

History from the First Discovery to the 

Maturity of the Industry; and Barbara 
Zolli, director of the Drake Well Museum 
and Park in Titusville. 
 
Oil 150 celebrations continued in Oil 
City, Pa., with a film festival Sept. 12-14. 
Oil City was once referred to as the “Hub 

Discovering Edwin DrakeDiscovering Edwin DrakeDiscovering Edwin DrakeDiscovering Edwin Drake    

passage of multiple resolutions recognizing the Oil 150 celebration of America’s 
first oil discovery – and designating August as “Oil Heritage Month.” 
 
The nationwide celebration acknowledges the progression of oil and 

natural gas discoveries, inventions, and business development that 

has reached across the country and around the world in the 150 

years since Edwin Drake’s famous well. 

 
Will Wingo, the Oil 150 director at the Oil Region Alliance, Oil City, encourages 
participation in events for the 17-month celebration marking the Aug. 27, 1859, oil 
discovery and historic developments along Oil Creek in Venango County.  
 
In July, the Pennsylvania Senate adopted a resolution sponsored by Sen. Mary Jo 
White that recognized August as “Oil Heritage Month,” Wingo notes. The Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives also has adopted an official resolution – and 
federal resolutions are pending introduction in the U.S. House and Senate. He says 
Oil 150 is a coordinated collection of events, educational activities and materials, 
and other gatherings at the local, regional, state, and national level. The texts of the 
resolutions are posted at the www.oil150.com website.  
 
The Drake Well Museum is also undergoing extensive renovation, according to 
Barbara Zolli, the museum’s director (see March 2008 Petroleum Age). “This site 
has stood the test of time. Soon here at Drake Well, visitors will also see a newly 
installed geothermal system, plus the new exhibits, which will move the coverage 
to the present and into the future,” notes Zolli. “The theme for the new exhibits is 
‘There’s a drop of oil in your life everyday.’”  � 

P Elected officials, volunteers, and many 

others gathered Aug. 1 at the Drake Well 

Museum to kick-off celebrations. 
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Energy Tomorrow Energy Tomorrow Energy Tomorrow Energy Tomorrow     

 

and Natural Gas.” The latter explains 
petroleum exploration and production 
through distribution to the final products. 
 
Dobbins adds that another API online 
education series, “Energy Technology 
and the Environment,” includes video 
tours of technologies, such as directional 
drilling, and environmental progress. 
 
Education links on the Classroom Energy 
website offer more than 100 resources for 
students and educators – including links 
to 19 oil and gas museums. – Visit 

www.classroom-energy.org 

Classroom Energy Lessons 

 

API’s Classroom 
Energy provides K-
12 lesson plans 
developed in co- 
operation with the 
American Assoc- 

iation for the Advancement of Science 
and Project Learning Tree.   
 
 The API program includes “Energy 101,” 
which offers an “Energy & Society” 
curricula kit exploring energy concepts 
and investigating environmental issues 

relating to energy’s role in society. A 
second kit, “Energy in a High-Tech 
World,” explores the science behind 
energy – with lesson plans and interactive 
modules focusing on the mechanics of 
energy transformation. 
 
In addition, videos available online offer 
interactive presentations that examine 
fossil fuel issues, notes the API program’s 
director, Rebecca Dobbins. “Oil and 
Natural Gas: A Closer Look” includes 
three components – “Adventures in 
Energy,” “Progress through Petroleum,” 
and “Energizing Life: The Story of Oil 

 
“Almost every day we see evidence that some of our basic 
messages about the fundamentals of the energy markets have 
become part of the general energy debate lexicon,” he notes.  
 
Established in 1919, API organizes seminars, workshops, 
conferences and symposia on public policy issues. API works 
with the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and other educational groups “to impart scientific 
literacy and develop critical thinking skills in the classroom.” 
Resources include “Energy & Society,” a K-8 curriculum 
program, and www.classroom-energy.org for interactive 
educational resources. � 

hether it’s the price of gasoline or access to the 
nation’s natural resources, millions of Americans see 
energy as a top domestic issue, notes the American  

Petroleum Institute (API).  
 

But the question remains, “What does the average 

person really know about energy issues – and about 

the oil and natural gas industry?” 

 
According to a recent “Energy IQ” survey, the second con-
ducted for API by Harris Interactive, U.S. adults showed 
increased knowledge on several key issues. Many recognized  
the United States will need more energy in the next 20 years 
and that renewable energy sources meet less than 10 percent  
of the nation’s energy needs.  
 
“These survey results of the general public demonstrate that we 
are seeing progress in both knowledge and attitudes,” explains 
API President and CEO Red Cavaney. Among the findings: 
 
� A majority of those surveyed understand that the United 

States will need more energy in future decades, but they 
underestimate the vital role fossil fuels will play in meeting 
that demand while overestimating the impact of renewable 
sources. 

 
� The majority of people are not aware that current policies 

restrict access to 85 percent of U.S. offshore areas for the 
lower 48 states, and they underestimate the amount of oil 
and natural gas produced in North America. 

 
� While the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

projects that 55 percent of U.S. energy demand will be met 
by oil and natural gas in 2030, only 16 percent of 
respondents chose this answer. 

 
Cavaney is encouraged by a change in the media’s under-
standing and reporting of energy issues.  

When presented with 23 multiple choice questions, on average more 

than 25 percent of respondents said they were “not sure.” A ten-

question interactive survey is posted at the API Energy Tomorrow 

website – including the one above (the answer is D). 

 

“America has vast resources of oil and natural 

gas – enough oil to power more than 60 million 

cars for the next six decades and enough natural 

gas to heat 60 million homes for 160 years, 

according to government estimates.” 

 – From energytomorrow.org 
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The annual IPAA publication includes exploration 

and production statistics for the producing states.  

It is posted at www.ipaa.org.   
 

The first “Petroleum Age” 

newsletter of June 2004 

featured the history of  

Florida’s first discovery  

of September 1943. 
 

AOGHS Contributing Editor Kris 

Wells made a July 11 presentation 

to members of Naples Back Yard 

History, including Director Dr. Lois 

Bolin (left), and the Southwest 

Florida organization’s founder, 

Laverne Gaynor. (Photo courtesy 
Dennis Guyitt, dennisguyitt.com.)  

 

- 
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Producing StatesProducing StatesProducing StatesProducing States    

il and natural gas 
exploration and 
production data are  

available in a newly pub-
lished statistical report from 
the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America 
(IPAA), Washington, DC.   
 

The Oil & Gas Producing 

Industry in Your State 

provides detailed facts 
covering the upstream side 
of the industry in the 33 
producing states.  
 
Designed primarily for in-
dustry professionals, it is a 
good resource for students, 
teachers and researchers. 
 

The annual IPAA publication derives 2005 data from local, 
state and federal sources; it includes a glossary, state and 
federal contacts. AOGHS provides state historical facts 
and lists community oil and gas museums.  
 
Individual state statistics include: yearly and cumulative 
production and number of oil, natural gas and dry wells 
drilled; average wellhead prices, severance taxes and 
employment; total footage, new-field wildcats, rotary rig 
count and number of producing wells; names of producing 
counties – and the year of first and deepest discoveries.  
 
The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your State retails for 
$75 per copy. As part of an expanded public education 
effort, IPAA is offering complimentary copies to new or 
renewing AOGHS members – while the supply lasts. To 
request a copy, e-mail AOGHS Executive Director Bruce 
Wells at bawells@aoghs.org.  
 
To subscribe to IPAA economic and statistical reports, 
contact the IPAA Information Services Department at 
(202) 857-4722, or e-mail flawrence@ipaa.org.  � 
 

O 

Discovering Florida OilDiscovering Florida OilDiscovering Florida OilDiscovering Florida Oil    

ould the answer to high oil and gas prices be “right under 
our feet here in Southwest Florida?” asked a reporter for 
WINK News, Fort Myers, Fla., during a July 11 broad-  

cast about “Naples Back Yard History.”  
 
“You may not know it, but we have at least nine sites here in 
Southwest Florida where oil has been drilled in the past,” added 
Tami Osborne, who interviewed AOGHS Contributing Editor 
Kris Wells, featured speaker on the Naples Backyard History 
program. She noted Wells had done “extensive studies on the 
history of oil in Collier County and around the United States.” 
 
The Sunniland Field, discovered in 1943 in Collier 

County, was the site of the first successful oil well in 

Florida, Wells explained. By 1954 the field was 

producing a half million barrels of oil a year.  

 
Florida today produces 7,000 barrels of oil a day (2005 data), 
ranking it 30th among the 33 producing states. Wells cautioned 
about new discoveries. “Oil is getting more and more difficult to 
find,” he said. “It requires a great deal more capital investment, 
and time, and has more risk associated with it.” 
 
America depends on the industry and will do so far into the 
future, “even as we diligently pursue new energy sources,” 
Wells noted in a Naples Daily News newspaper article that 
coincided with his presentation and interview.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Florida’s first attempt to find commercially viable oil reserves 
began in 1901, not far from Pensacola, he wrote. By 1939, 
almost 80 dry holes had been drilled. About this time, Florida 
legislators, desperate for their state to become an oil producer, 
offered a $50,000 bounty for the first discovery.  
 
According to Wells, Texas-based Humble Oil and Refining Co. 
then began searching near the Sunniland watering stop on the 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad. On Sept. 26, 1943, after spending 
about $1 million and reaching a depth of 11,626 feet, Humble 
Oil Co. brought in Sunniland No. 1. Humble Oil accepted the 
$50,000 prize offered by the state, added $10,000 – and donated  

the $60,000 equally between the University of Florida and the 
Florida State College for women.  
 
Wells concluded by noting that the Collier County Museum in 
Naples documents the state’s first well with a small exhibit. The 
Sunniland No. 1 well, a 30-minute drive east of Naples, has 
been restored as an historic site.  � 

 

C 
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In addition to the Education Center, the IPAA Educational Foundation 

has provided grants to the East Texas Oil Museum at Kilgore College and 

the Woodlands Children's Museum.  

 

one advances it pulls the other up. I 
cannot tell you how wonderful this is 
going to be for the Basin’s businesses  
and citizens.” Brad Miller, Anadarko 
general manager, said the financial gift 
allows the company to do something 
directly for the citizens of the Basin.  
– From www.esu.org   
 

Oklahoma State Adds Chairs 

 

Devon Energy, Oklahoma City, and 
Tulsa-based Samson Investment Co. are 
donating $1 million each to colleges at 
Oklahoma State University (OSU). 
Devon’s gift will create a chair for basin 
research in the Boone Pickens School of 
Geology. Devon’s chair will focus on the 
evolution of sedimentary basins and 
support research in petroleum, minerals 
and environmental industries. Samson’s 
donation will create a chair in petroleum 
engineering in the College of Engineer-
ing, Architecture and Technology.  
 
Both gifts will be matched by the Okla-
homa State Regents for Higher Education 
and funds committed by independent 
oilman and energy investor Pickens. Once 
tallied, OSU will have a $4 million 
endowment. – From the Journal Record, 

Oklahoma City 

 
  

Western Michigan Core Kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A $195,000 grant from the DTE Energy 
Foundation to the Western Michigan 
University (WMU) Core Kids outreach 
program “is bringing earth science alive 
for Michigan’s elementary, middle and 
high school students as well as their 
teachers,” according to the university.  
 
The three-year grant, awarded earlier this 
year, will support development of 
educational modules that explore the 
state’s geology and natural resources.  
 
The modules are being designed at the 
WMU Michigan Geological Repository 
for Research and Education (MGRRE) to 
help bridge the gap between the public 
and scientists involved in energy and 
earth science studies, says Susan Gram-

mer, education outreach coordinator. 
MGRRE houses the state’s most comp-
rehensive collection of subsurface 
geological samples and data.  
 
“Students and teachers who participate in 
Core Kids activities learn about the 
origin, development and efficient use of 
geological natural resources such as 
groundwater, oil, natural gas and minerals 
– resources that are essential to our 
quality of life,” Grammer said.   
 

Anadarko Aids Utah Education 

 

The Anadarko Foundation, a nonprofit 
organization operated by Houston-based 
Anadarko Petroleum Corp., has made a 
$1.5 million donation to the Uintah Basin 
Applied Technology College and Utah 
State University-Uintah Basin.  
 
Anadarko, the largest producer of natural 
gas in Utah, presented $1 million for 
construction of a new campus in Vernal. 
The remaining $500,000 will go to USU-
Uintah Basin for the school’s faculty 
endowment fund to add an engineering 
degree component. “Economic develop-
ment and higher education go hand-in-
hand,” said John Baza, director of Utah’s 
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.  “When 

sponsored academies with two more 
opening by late fall 2009. The effort will 
provide students a cross-curricular ad-
vanced academic learning experience in 
science, math, social studies, global 
energy business, and the emerging 
technology concepts they need to secure 
careers within the petroleum industry.   
 
“We’re also providing cutting-edge 
technology – thanks to a $27.5 million 
software grant from Halliburton – a 
young professional guest speaker career 
series, Junior Achievement leadership 
training, academic competitions, field 
trips and our Center for Science and 
Mathematics Education,” said Russell.  
– See www.ipaa.org  

 

 

IPAA Boosts Houston Schools  

 

As the new school year gets underway, 
the Independent Petroleum Association  
of America (IPAA) has launched three 
educational programs in Houston-area 
schools, including two high school 
engineering and geosciences academies 
and one Global Energy Management 
program. 
 

Mayor Bill White commended IPAA for 
its educational outreach program in the 
Houston Independent School District 
(HISD) and declared Aug. 28 as “IPAA 
Day” in Houston at a special ceremony. 
 
On Sept. 3, IPAA President Barry Russell 
noted, “These achievements have been 
‘in-the-works’ for the past 19 months 
under the excellent leadership of IPAA 
Education Center Director Doris 
Richardson and the Education Center 
Board of Directors, chaired by Hal-
liburton’s Galen Cobb, as well as Mayor 
White.”  
 
Russell also announced that HISD has 
committed to a total of five IPAA-

IPAA President Barry Russell looks on as 

Houston Independent School District Board 

President Harvin Moore (left) recognizes 

Halliburton's Galen Cobb, board chairman  

of the expanded IPAA Education Center. 



2009 Energy 2009 Energy 2009 Energy 2009 Energy EducationEducationEducationEducation Strategies Strategies Strategies Strategies    
 
A Wednesday, Nov. 12, morning session, Energy Education Strategies, will open this year’s conference. It is a 

joint program with the Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) and features Mary Spruill, execu-

tive director of the National Energy Education Development (NEED) Project, who will describe that nonprofit 

organization's success stories. Part of the NEED mission is to promote an energy conscious and educated society 

by creating effective networks of students, educators, business, government and community leaders.  

November 12-14, 2008 

Westin Galleria, Houston 
 

Conference Registration:  
 

www.aoghs.org 

 

The Independent Petroleum Association 

of America annual meeting discount at 

the Westin Galleria is available for this 

year’s conference until Oct. 16. Call 

hotel reservations at (713) 960-8100. 
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  s the American oil and gas industry approaches its  
  150th anniversary, the industry’s social, economic and   
  scientific accomplishments offer a context for teaching  

the complex business of meeting America’s energy needs. 
 
Museum directors and leading energy educators will review 
outreach strategies at the third annual Energy Education 
Conference & Field Trip, Nov. 12-14, at the Westin Galleria in 
Houston. Representatives from state and national programs will 
share success stories – and plans for 2009.  
 
This will be a special group of teacher workshop 

practitioners, oil and gas museum representatives, 

and energy education program directors.  

 
As part of the AOGHS portion of the Nov. 12 morning program, 
Sherlee Bailey, director of the Derricks to Desks program, 
Western States Petroleum Association, Bakersfield, Calif., will 
review her teacher workshop approaches, including educational 
tours of Kern County oil museums.  
 
The activities and accomplishments of the Oklahoma Energy 
Resources Board (OERB), established in 1993, will be discussed 
by Landi Thompson, education director, and Carla Zappola, 
education coordinator. Other leading state energy education 
programs and workshop techniques will be reviewed. 
 
The Friday, Nov. 14, field trip promises fun – and additional 
networking opportunities among energy educators – thanks to the 
good work of hosting museum directors Sandra Mourton, Christy 
Marino and Ryan Smith. 

A 
Wednesday, November 12 – The morning session on Energy 
Education Strategies will be a joint program with IPAA 
featuring the NEED project. Prior to the afternoon session of 
state programs, representatives of the Oil 150 Committee will 
describe how the anniversary of the U.S. petroleum industry 
offers energy education opportunities. A reception hosted by the 
Texas Alliance of Energy Producers concludes the first day. 
   
Thursday, November 13 – Morning discussions feature teacher 
workshop strategies where leading practitioners review their 
programs. Lunch will include a presentation on the Evolution of 
the Modern Petroleum Industry – and why exploration and 
production history is important.  
 
Oil and gas museum programs will be examined in the after-
noon, including opportunities for sharing resources. A special 
History Awards Reception in the Wiess Energy Hall at the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science will cap off events. Read 
more about the hall’s outstanding exhibits on page 8. 
   
Friday, November 14 – A popular closing day tradition 
continues with an all-day motor coach field trip to museums in 
Galveston and Beaumont. Participants will visit the Ocean Star 
Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum and the Texas Energy 
Museum.  A dramatic gusher demonstration is in the works for 
the stop at the Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown Museum in 
Beaumont, home of the famous 1901 discovery.  
 
Editor’s Note – AOGHS Executive Director Bruce Wells will 
present a conference summary to the Public Outreach Commit-
tee of the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Commission on Nov. 
18, during the commission’s annual meeting in Santa Fe, N.M. 
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Oil Patch TourOil Patch TourOil Patch TourOil Patch Tour    

    
 

 

The Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum is a 

good example of the resiliency of offshore exploration 

technology. The museum features three floors of models 

and interactive displays that tell the story of the offshore 

oil and natural gas industry. 

ExhibitExhibitExhibitExhibitinginginging Expertise Expertise Expertise Expertise    
 

A Nov. 13 history 

awards reception at 

the Wiess Energy 

Hall is among the 

highlights of the 

2008 conference. 

Transportation will 

be provided to and 

from the museum. 

 eopened in May 2005 after extensive renovations, the  
 Wiess Energy Hall of the Houston Museum of Natural   
 Science is among the nation’s leading energy educat- 

ion exhibitors. The improvements not only reflect the energy 
industry’s advancements and fascinating new technologies, 
but also the latest in the technology of exhibit display, notes 
Director Claire Scoggins.  
 
Filled with high-resolution giant screens, the exhibit is a 
moving art gallery of energy, she says. Touch-screens use the 
latest in computer animation technology to investigate energy. 
Several new elements, including videos, improve the exhibits’ 
effectiveness as an educational resource:  
 
Formation takes visitors on a high-speed journey through the 
universe with a three-minute, high-resolution film.  
 
Geology features dynamic underground layers of rock that 
hold reservoirs of oil and natural gas. 

 
Geography utilizes satellite data to highlight where potential 
oil and natural gas deposits are located around the world and 
how technology makes it easier to find them. 
 
Exploration features discovery techniques, from magneto-
meters to gravimeters and seismic vibrator trucks.  
 
Drilling examines methods of reaching oil, with opportunities 
for visitors to steer a drill bit – and take a 7,285-foot wild ride 
to the bottom of a modern well in the “Geovator.”  
 
Reservoir and Production immerses visitors in a sub-sea oil 
production facility, surrounded by remotely operated vehicles. 
 
 Processing and Products describes what happens in an oil 
refinery with 3-D animation. 
 
The Energy Excursions Theater provides a 160-degree wrap-
around movie experience that travels under the oceans to 
explore major sources of energy in the United States. 
 
Transportation and Distribution investigates pipeline 
systems, power plants and other delivery systems.  
 
Alternative Energy Sources explore other ways energy is 
generated through new interactive elements, including a five-
foot scale model of a wind turbine and a fusion reactor.  
 
Editor’s Note – Originally built in 1994, the Wiess Energy 
Hall has provided educational content and exhibit design 
expertise to museums across the world. In February, Claire 
Scoggins hosted a delegation researching a new oil museum 
for Baku, Azerbaijan. (See March 2008 Petroleum Age).   � 
 

 

R

 fter two days of discussions and sharing energy work- 
 shop insights, many 2008 conference attendees look   
 forward to a day of exploration. Museum directors   

in Galveston and Beaumont – their museums hopefully re-
covered from Hurricane Ike – have agreed to host this year’s 
oil patch field trip on Nov. 14.  
 
The motor coach will leave the Westin Galleria at 9 a.m. The 
first planned stop is Galveston, where Sandra Mourton, exec-
utive director of the Offshore Energy Center, and her staff 
will host a visit to the Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig & 
Museum. Mourton heads one of the leading energy education 
programs in Texas. The museum, which lost its entrance 
building/guest shop to Hurricane Ike, may be under repair. 
 
Afternoon tours are scheduled for the Texas Energy Museum 
and the Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown Museum in Beau-
mont. Watching energy education and history DVDs will help 
pass time between stops. Plans are to be back in Houston by  
5 p.m. Seating is limited, so register early! 
 

A 



 

Beaumont RefinedBeaumont RefinedBeaumont RefinedBeaumont Refined    
 

Visiting a Visiting a Visiting a Visiting a BoomtownBoomtownBoomtownBoomtown     

 

ess is written about the history of refining than about 
drilling, notes a Sept. 7 article in the Beaumont 
Enterprise featuring Ryan Smith, executive director  

of the Texas Energy Museum.  
 
“The West Texas oil fields, drilling and production, that’s kind 
of where historians have focused their efforts, particularly in 
Texas oil,” Smith notes. Among the exhibits at his museum is 
an interactive recreation of a tanker trip and a refinery visit.  
 
“When we think of Texas oil, we think of that wildcatter going 
out, being independent, striking oil,” Smith adds. “But when 
you start getting into refining, you’re talking about chemists. 
But it is a fascinating story.” 
 
Within a year of the 1901 Spindletop gusher, the Gulf Refining 
Co. was organized by Pittsburgh investors, and a refinery to 
produce kerosene was built in Port Arthur with a capacity of 
100 barrels a day, the newspaper article explains. Gulf's 
expansion was rapid.  

 

 
Gulf Refining Co. transitioned into gasoline manufacturing and 
production of petrochemicals while maintaining retail operations. 
In 1951, the company built what was one of the world’s largest 
catalytic cracking units at its Port Arthur refinery.  
 
In 1984, Gulf merged into Chevron Corp. The Gulf facilities in 
Port Arthur, after changing hands from Chevron through the Clark 
Refining Corp. and Premcor, were acquired by Valero Energy 
Corp. in 2005.  

L 

 

“While the Texas Energy Museum offers programs for 

kindergarten through college level, we’ve developed 

our standard tour program most effectively for grades 

2 to 5,” says Ryan Smith, executive director. 
 

Director Christy Marino offers fun and educational 

insights at her museum depicting oil patch life in the 

early 1900s. The Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown 

Museum also has its own gusher. 

he museum, operated by Lamar University, is a 15-
building complex, which portrays Gladys City, an early 
1900s era boomtown on the Spindletop oilfield. 

 
Fortunately, Marino says the damage from Hurricane Ike was 
far less severe than when Rita devastated the museum grounds 
three years ago. Visitors can relive the boom days on a tour 
through the buildings representing actual businesses in 
operation during the great boom.  
 
As the museum’s website notes: “If one had asked a Beau-
monter on Jan. 1, 1901, what big news of recent months had 
most interested him, he would have said the great Galveston 
hurricane of September 8, or the dawning of a new century. If 
one had asked him on January 10, he would have said the great 
gusher at Spindletop.” 
 
In the years since its dedication in 1976, more than one-half 
million people have visited Gladys City, which reopened in 

January following extensive repairs after Hurricane Rita (See June 
2008 Petroleum Age). The museum provides services to the 
public, including school tours, adult group tours, teachers’ 
workshops, and historical information for researchers.  
 

Among its many buildings, the museum depicts 
the Gladys City Oil and Gas Manufacturing Co., 
the first company organized in 1892 to develop 
the Spindletop area. Another features the 
Beaumont Oil Exchange and Board of Trade, a 
stock exchange established in April 1901.  
 
A 1929 Fageol oil tank truck, donated by Gulf 
Oil Co., is on display in the Walkenshaw Tank 
Co. building, which includes wooden and metal 
tanks for oil storage on Spindletop Hill. 
 
The museum’s website plays period music and 
offers a virtual tour. – Visit www.spindletop.org 

 

T 
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The Nov. 14 museum tour will include lunch before returning to Houston.  

 

A pipeline was built in 1907 to bring Oklahoma oil  

to the Port Arthur refinery, which by 1923 was the 

largest in the world. 
 

 

The Texas Energy Museum features robotic characters who relate the  

story of early oil well drilling and the beginnings of the Texas oil industry.  

Interpreter-led programs focus on petroleum geology, historical and con-

temporary technologies, and the chemistry of refining. Special events  

include Dinosaur Day, sponsored by ExxonMobil. 
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Inventor Jonathan Dillen’s yellow dog was designed to “obviate ex-

plosion, and is especially adapted for use in the oil regions, to give light 

in and about the derricks and other machinery of oil wells, where the 

explosion of a lamp is attended with great danger by causing destruct-

ive conflagration and consequent loss of life and property.” 

 
At its 45-acre Imperial Works alongside the Allegheny River in 
Oil City, Pa., Oil Well Supply Co. produced oilfield engines and 
“cast and malleable iron goods” – including yellow dogs. The 
1884 catalog listed yellow dog lamps at a price of $1.50 each. 
 
Oil Well Supply Co. became part of United States Steel Corp. in 
1929 and today, along with their shadowy origins, yellow dogs 
are relegated to museums, antique shops and collectors. 
 
Forest Oil Corporate Logo 
 

A producer of oil and natural gas, Forest Oil 
Corp. is credited with developing secondary 
recovery of oil technique (waterflooding) in the 
early 1900s – a revolutionary event for the oil 
and gas industry at that time.  

 
Forest Oil adopted an image of the yellow dog derrick lantern as 
its corporate logo in 1916, when Forest Dale Dorn and Clayton 
Glenville Dorn founded an oilfield service company in northern 
Pennsylvania. The company’s roots can be traced to the nation’s 
first giant oilfield in Bradford, discovered in 1871. 
 
By 1916, oil production in the Bradford field had declined to just 
under 40 barrels a day. The reserve was considered by many to be 
dry. Undeterred, Dorn applied his new waterflooding technique to 
initiate secondary recovery of oil. 
 
The success of Dorn’s method prompted him to create his own 
waterflooding company. Within five years, Forest Oil was 
recognized as a leader in secondary oil recovery systems.  
Waterflooding was soon being applied throughout the industry, 
aiding in the extension of oil wells’ lives by as much as 10 years.  
 
The keystone shape in the center of the lantern symbolizes the 
state of Pennsylvania – where oil was first discovered in and 
where Forest Oil was founded. – www.forestoil.com 

 

Icon of the American Oilfield  

 

Yellow DogYellow DogYellow DogYellow Dog Inventor Inventor Inventor Inventor    
 

 

are is the community oil and gas museum that doesn’t 
have a “yellow dog” in its collection. The two-wicked 
lamp is an oilfield icon. Some say that the unusual design 

originated with whaling ships – but neither the Nantucket nor 
New Bedford whaling museums can find any such evidence.  
 
Railroad museums have collections of cast iron smudge pots, but 
nothing quite like the oilfields’ yellow dogs. Although many com-
panies manufactured the iron or steel lamps, the yellow dog’s 
origins remain in the dark.   
 
Oil patch lore says these lanterns were so named 

because their two burning wicks resembled a dog’s 

glowing eyes at night. Others say the lamps cast a 

dog’s head shadow on the derrick floor. 
 
Inventor Jonathan Dillen of Petroleum Centre, Pa., was first to 
patent what became the yellow dog in 1870, “for illuminating 
places out of doors, especially in and about derricks, and machin-
ery in the oil regions, whereby explosions are more dangerous and 
destructive to life and property than in most other places.”  
 
Dillen’s patent was improved and reissued in 1872 and again in 
1877, when it was assigned to John Eaton and E. H. Cole. “My 
improved lamp is intended to burn crude petroleum as it comes 
from the wells fresh and gassy. It is to be used, mainly, around oil 
wells, and its construction is such as to make it very strong, so 
that it cannot be easily broken or exploded.”  
 
Eaton, Cole & Burnham Co. grew from John Eaton’s 1861 
business trip to the booming oil region of western Pennsylvania. 
Within a few years, he set up his own business with Edward Cole. 
With the addition of Edward Burnham, the company grew to 
become a preeminent supplier of oilfield equipment. It became 
Oil Well Supply Co. in 1878.  

R 

Three miles south of Bradford, Pa., 

the Penn-Brad Oil Museum and 

park “preserves the philosophy, the 

spirit, and the accomplishments of 

an oil country community – taking 

visitors back to early oil boom days 

of the first billion dollar oil field.”   

 

A main attraction is the 72-foot 

standard cable-tool derrick, a 

replica of the technology that in the 

1880s helped Bradford produce 74 

percent of all the oil in America. 

– http://penbradoilmuseum.com 

 



Opened in 2006, the Northwoods 

Petroleum Museum drew 1,225 

visitors in its first year and now 

averages of 1,600, says Ed 

Jacobsen. Admission is free. 

 

Illinois Illinois Illinois Illinois Derrick Derrick Derrick Derrick  The Salem oilfield as it looked  

in 1943. Standard derricks, like 

one still on display in Olney, Ill., 

dotted the landscape of neigh-

boring Marion County, Ill., during 

the oil boom years that started 

in 1938. Photo courtesy the 

Illinois State Geologic Survey. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d Jacobsen realized he had a storage problem in 2006, only 
six years after he started collecting petroleum memorabilia. 
The former oil company employee and owner of five   

service stations says he is not a collector.  
 
“Many collectors buy, sell or trade memorabilia to make money,” 
he says. “I believe in the educational value of these items – and 
preserving a history many people may have forgotten.” 
 
Jacobsen, once a sales representative in the Chicago area for Enco 
Oil Co. (now ExxonMobil), bought ailing service stations follow-
ing the 1973 oil shortages. He saved the stations and eventually 
employed 21 mechanics. “By the time I retired in 2000, some of 
those guys had been with me 36 years,” he notes in an August 
2008 Boomers and Beyond magazine article. 

 
Retiring to his wife’s hometown of Three Lakes in the North-
woods region of upper Wisconsin, Jacobsen soon missed “the 
world of service stations” and began visiting flea markets and 
garage sales. As the memorabilia approached 2,700 items, the 
family home could hold no more. 

 
Jacobsen bought a building and moved his collection, arranging 
the exhibits himself. “It’s hard to say just how long it would take 
to browse through Ed’s collection and see everything he has on 
display,” notes the magazine article.  
 
“Like the Firestone ashtray from the 1934 Chicago’s World Fair, 
a circa 1925 Mae West gas pump, the 50 gas pump globes…and 
there’s the 1957 Dodge Coronet that was used in the Crime Story 
television series.” 
 
The Northwoods Petroleum Museum opened in 2006 on Hwy. 45 
between Eagle River and Three Lakes. “I just love this stuff,”  
says Jacobsen, who notes his collection is from a simpler time, 
when things were made to last. Museum admission is free.  
– Visit www.northwoodspetroleummuseum.org.  

Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin Petroleum Petroleum Petroleum Petroleum MuseumMuseumMuseumMuseum    
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 100-foot-high standard derrick on the campus of Olney  
 Central College in Olney, Ill., was placed there nearly 20   
 years ago as a symbol of Richland County’s contribution  

to Southern Illinois’ rich oil history. It could be coming down  
soon – unless money can be found to repair and paint it. 
 
How the derrick got there is interesting, notes a Sept. 12 article in 
the Evansville, Ind., Courier & Press. The story begins 70 years 
ago when the Salem oilfield was discovered in neighboring 
Marion County. The Texas Co. struck oil near Salem, Ill., on July 
1, 1938. By January 1939, the oilfield ranked seventh in the 
country in daily production. Just one year after discovery, it had 
produced more than 20 million barrels of oil.  
 
Olney Central College’s standard derrick was one of a half-dozen 
structures owned by Texas Co. left stacked and rusting in the 
equipment yards of the nearly forgotten Salem oilfield. In 1989, 
the derrick was hauled to Richland County and erected on the site 
of the former Texaco field office. 
 

Today, the derrick stands as a tribute to the county’s contribution 
to the oil patch – but the lease the city has with Olney Central 
College to display the derrick is about to run out. “The college is 
willing to extend the lease,” explains Belinda Henton, the Olney 
city clerk. “It’s just a matter of what it will cost to preserve the 
structure, and can the money be found?” 
 
Henton, noting that the city is seeking bids for preserving the 
derrick, says the cost could be as high as $35,000. “Unfortunately, 
we really don't have any money in the budget to get the work 
done,” she concludes. – From www.courierpress.com 
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Oilfield fires, rare today but once frequently caused 

by lightning strikes, posed a dangerous challenge to 

the early petroleum industry. Technological advances 

for preventing – and extinguishing – destructive fires 

are among the industry’s great accomplishments.  
 

hen prevention fails, fighting a runaway fire is an 
oilman’s nightmare. A family museum archive in 
California includes a dramatic example of early 

oilfield firefighters in action. 
 
Within the once prolific and densely packed Santa Fe Springs, 
Calif., oilfield, the Hathaway Ranch and Oil Museum preserves 
a rare motion picture clip showing a propeller “Windmaking 
Machine” in action – although it proved to be no match for a 
1929 Santa Fe Springs oilfield fire that destroyed seven wells.  
 

“Roaring Flames Turn Black Gold to Smoke,” 

proclaimed the Los Angeles Times.  
 
“The fire depicted is quite intense,” museum Curator of Media 
Archives Terry Hathaway explains, “so firefighting equipment 
is appropriately distant from the well head, including the wind 
machine. It looks like its use is more or less limited to blowing 
hot air, smoke and steam (from firefighting water hoses) away 
from the workers and toward the fire.”  
 
Hathaway notes the firefighters working in front of the device. 
“It does not look as though the wind machine has any direct 
influence on the fire itself, due to distance and the ferocity of the 
high-pressure blowout, but it apparently may have made things 
more tenable for the firefighters by keeping them relatively cool 
and smoke free,” he says. 
 

By 1991, when retreating Iraqi forces set more than 

700 producing wells ablaze in Kuwait’s oilfields, 

firefighting technology had evolved. Hungary’s MB 

Drilling Co. sent a three-man team with a modern 

version of the 1929 “Windmaking Machine.”  
 
Instead of a piston-driven propeller on a vintage truck bed, twin 
MIG-21 turbojets were mounted on a World War II era Soviet 
T-34 tank. Dubbed “Big Wind,” its 700 mph thrust blasted 
about 200 gallons of water per second into the flames. The 
Hungarians put out their assigned fires and recapped nine wells 
in 43 days. 
 
During the crisis, famed Texas firefighter Red Adair and his 
teams extinguished another 117 Kuwaiti oil well fires by 
robbing the flames of oxygen with very large dynamite 
detonations. The “Big Wind” crew chief noted at the time, 
“Would you really want to walk up to a 2,000-degree flame 
through burning heat and oil rain carrying explosives?”  � 

Under the direction of Francine Rippy, the Hathaway Ranch 
and Oil Museum is a five-acre site in Santa Fe Springs, 
Calif. The museum preserves 140 years of Hathaway family 
and community memories and artifacts – including vintage 
film of a 1929 “Windmaking Machine” (used for fire-
fighting) in action.  
 
The museum’s predecessor, the Rancho Santa Gertrudes 
Historical Society, was founded in 1983. The Hathaway 
Museum was incorporated as a foundation in October 1986. 
The museum’s grounds include a flat-belt line-shaft driven 
machine shop, oilfield engines, historic farm and ranching 
structures, oil drilling equipment, and more.  
 
The museum is open Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 11901 E. Florence Ave., Santa Fe 
Springs, CA 90670. For tours other times and days listed, 
please call for an appointment (562) 696-8671. 
 

Oilfield Firefighting Technology  

 

Gone with the WindGone with the WindGone with the WindGone with the Wind    

An unusual approach to oilfield firefighting technology would evolve from 

the “Windmaking Machine” used in California in 1929 (above) to the “Big 

Wind” jet engines used in Kuwait in 1991 (below). 

California Community MuseumCalifornia Community MuseumCalifornia Community MuseumCalifornia Community Museum    
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The Marathon donation will add a Future Fuels gallery to the Detroit 

Science Center, which re-opened in July 2001 following a $30 million 

renovation and expansion. It has served more than 1.1 million visitors 

since July 2001. Visit www.detroitsciencecenter.org. 

 

Marathon Oil Corp. Gives $2.4 Million 

 

Energizing DetroitEnergizing DetroitEnergizing DetroitEnergizing Detroit    
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arathon Oil Corp. has given the Detroit Science Center 
a $2.4 million grant to create a Future Fuels gallery at 
the museum. The 6,000 square-foot, three-story gal- 

lery will be one of the museum’s largest exhibit areas “and the 
Midwest’s only public educational display of petroleum and 
alternative fuels technology.”  
 

Future Fuels, announced by Marathon on Aug. 7, 

will look into the “complex world of petroleum-

based energy from exploration and production 

through the refining and marketing of products that 

consumers use every day.”  
 
Planned to open at the Science Center in 2010, the gallery will 
contain 40 exhibits in four themed areas – Exploring an Oil 
Reservoir, Production and Transportation Technology, Inside a 
Working Refinery and Alternative Fuels. 
 
“Marathon and the Detroit Science Center share a common 
mission of encouraging young students to pursue careers in 
technical fields such as science and engineering,” said Gary R. 
Heminger, Marathon executive vice president and president of 
Refining, Marketing and Transportation operations. 
 
“There is no better way to get students excited about the 
industry than having them experience it first hand. Students 
will learn about an industry that plays a vital role in our world 
and one that provides exciting and challenging careers today 
and well into the future,” Heminger added. 
 
Future Fuels Gallery visitors will experience a an “elevator 
ride” simulating the movement of oil to the Earth’s surface 
from a dark, underground reservoir where they will learn how 
crude oil was formed and the advanced technology necessary to 
produce and deliver this important energy resource.  
 

With a scaled model of a refinery, the gallery will include 
interactive exhibits on the steps and processes used to refine 
crude oil into transportation fuels and thousands of other 
products. The alternative fuels area will provide a look at 
evolving technologies that have the potential to help meet our 
current and future energy needs. 
 
“Alternative fuels hold great promise for the future; however, 
petroleum-based fuels will continue to be a primary source of 
energy that supports our mobile lifestyle for many years,” said 
Kevin F. Prihod, president and CEO of the Detroit Science 
Center. “Future Fuels will expose visitors to the amazing 
technology of oil discovery, production and refining, as well as 
the challenges and potential of alternatives.” 
  
Editor’s Note – Marathon Oil Corp. is the fourth-largest U.S.-
based integrated international energy company. The Ohio Oil 
Co. was founded in 1887 by Henry M. Ernst in northwestern 
Ohio – the country’s leader in oil production at the time. In 
celebration of its 75th anniversary in 1962, the company 
changes its name to Marathon Oil Company in honor of its 
popular brand-name motor fuel.  � 

 

East Texas Drilling Campaign 

 

The Texas Alliance 
of Energy Producers 
and its Foundation  

for Energy Education have begun a  new 
publicity campaign in East Texas, notes 
Alliance President Alex Mills. 
 
East Texas was picked for the campaign 
“because of its long, rich oil and gas 
history, and because it’s demographically 
representative of the rest of the state,” 
Mills explains. The Alliance campaign’s 
theme – Drill NOW! Produce MORE! – 
is designed to advocate domestically 

produced energy to displace foreign oil. – 

From www.ktbb.com 

 

AGI Adds to Earth Sciences 

 

The American Geological Institute (AGI) 
Geotimes magazine now offers videocasts 
on a variety of earth science topics. The 
videos cover current geologic news, in-
cluding natural disasters, research, and 
public policy affecting the geosciences.  
 
Anchored by staff writers of the maga-
zine, the videocasts supplement regular 
earth science news. In addition, Geotimes 
magazine, AGI’s flagship publication, 

will become EARTH magazine beginning 
with the September 2008 issue. Geotimes 
has delivered earth science news to 
professionals for more than 52 years. 
EARTH will explore “the science behind 
the headlines” with 25 percent more 
pages, enhanced visual appeal, and an 
increasingly diverse mix of topics.  
 
Separately, AGI’s 2008 Earth Science 
Week will take place Oct. 12-18. This 
year’s theme, “No Child Left Inside,” 
encourages young people to learn about 
the geosciences by getting away from the 
television, off the computer, and out of 
doors. Visit  www.earthsciweek.org 
 

M 
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Working on the Ocean Floor 
 

DeepDeepDeepDeep Sea Sea Sea Sea    
RoughnecksRoughnecksRoughnecksRoughnecks    
 

 

Kerr-McGee Corp., founded in 1926,  

made petroleum history in 1947 by  

drilling 10 miles off the Louisiana  

coast. Although Kermac 16 was a  

milestone in offshore technology, the  

water was only 20 feet deep.  

 
 nlike the Gulf of Mexico with its continental shelf, the  
 West Coast gets very deep, very quickly. Drilling in  
 depths of 200 feet and beyond – now common in the 

Gulf – once required the endurance and capabilities of 
experienced hard-hat divers. Albacore divers exploited new 
opportunities when petroleum exploration began off the 
California coast, near Santa Barbara.  
 
In 1948, Shell Oil Co. joined Continental Oil Co. (today’s 
ConocoPhillips), Union Oil Co. and Superior Oil Co. in a joint 
venture – the CUSS Group. The objective was to pursue 
deepwater drilling and develop motion-restricted drilling ships. 
The first effort was the Submarex, a converted U.S. Navy 
submarine chaser.  
 
Submarex was followed in 1956 by the CUSS I, which used 
four steering propellers and six mooring buoys to hold the ship 
in position. A 95-foot oil derrick sat amidships over a diamond 
shaped opening, which is still known today as a “moon pool.” 
Deep below, hard-hat divers faced new challenges. 
 
“Because re-inserting a drill pipe from a moving, heaving barge 
into the subsea wellhead was a difficult maneuver, each time a 
worn drill bit had to be replaced, a diver had to be called.  
 
“The hard-hat diver effected the ‘stab-in’ by straddling the top 
of the 24-inch hole between his legs, physically pulling the drill 
string over the target and at just the right moment instructing the 
drill floor, 250 feet overhead, to ‘let go.’” (Underwater 
magazine, May 2000) 
 
The pursuit of offshore oil inevitably demanded technological 
innovation as exploration led to even deeper and more 
inhospitable waters. Instead of air, divers began breathing 
mixtures of helium and oxygen during deep descents and 
carefully managed decompression ascents.  
 
Saturation diving and decompression chambers were developed 
to further increase bottom times and improve safety. With deep 
saturation diving, every 100 feet of depth required 24 hours of 
decompression and like today, time was money.  
 
The extreme cold of deep water prompted Taylor Diving & 
Salvage of Belle Chasse, La., to adapt space suits designed for 

astronaut John Glenn to diving. Hot water pumped down from 
the surface and through dive suit tubing extended bottom times. 
Taylor also developed an underwater welding habitat pres-
surized with nitrogen that greatly facilitated the critical business 
of laying pipeline, tie-ins and repairs. 
 
Even with state-of-the-art robotics, offshore petroleum industry 
and scientific needs for manned deep sea diving continue. 
Atmospheric Diving Systems enclose the operator at one-
atmosphere pressure, regardless of depth, thereby eliminating 
the necessity for decompression.  
 

The “Hardsuit 2000,” with its 16 rotary joints and 

two thrusters for mobility, bears little resemblance to 

its traditional hard-hat ancestors.  
 
The suit can operate at depths up to 
2,000 feet and remain for six hours 
on the bottom with no decompres-
sion required.  
 
Pursuit of offshore oil and natural 
gas continues to generate new 
technologies just as it has in the 
past. Innovators and underwater 
roughnecks will continue to push 
both science and industry to new 
and deeper frontiers. � 

 

The dangers of deep sea diving prompted famed escape artist Harry 

Houdini to patent (at left) a quick release mechanism to help divers 

quickly extricate themselves from their cumbersome suits. Above, 

“stabbing in” was another hazard in the pursuit of oil and gas. 

Modern technology spares divers this dangerous task. Illustration 

from The History of Oilfield Diving by Christopher Swann, 2007. 

 

The “Hardsuit 2000” resulted from 11 

years of planning, design, and testing. 

Chief Navy Diver Daniel Jackson first 

took it to a depth of 2,000 feet in 

August 2006. 
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he Bob Bullock Texas State History 
Museum, Austin, opened in 2001 
with three floors of exhibits show- 

casing more than 2,000 historical objects 
on loan from more than 400 museums, 
libraries, archives, and individuals.  
 
The third floor’s Oil Tank Theatre includes 
oil and gas signage, gas pumps, and a short 
film narrated by Walter Cronkite on how 
oil changed Texas. (See December 2004 
Petroleum Age). 
 
The museum, which is a non-collecting 
institution, recently installed five adver-
tisements from the 1940s-1960 – all on 
loan from the ExxonMobil Historical 
Collection at the Center for American 
History on the University of Texas 
campus.  
 
The exhibit, on display until July 2009, ex-
plains that when Humble, the subsidiary of 
Standard Oil Co. (New Jersey), decided to 
replace its “Happy Oil Drop” character, 
the company wanted a slogan that would 
create a new character. In 1959, an 
advertising copywriter in Chicago came up 
with “Put a tiger in your tank.” The slogan 
went national in 1964.  
 
The advertisements, featuring a whimsical 
cartoon tiger, were seen in print and on 
television until they were phased out in the 
late 1960s. As the tiger was being phased 
out, the Standard Oil Co. began looking to 
bring three of its popular brand 
subsidiaries, Humble, ESSO and ENCO, 
together under a single name.  
 
After successfully test marketing the name 

T
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Art Show Benefits Oil Museum 

 

The Central Texas Oil Patch Museum in 
Luling hosted its fifth annual art show 
Sept. 7-16. The Reflections of Texas Art 
Exhibit was “a wonderful venue for Texas 
artists to display their work.” The show 
honored oil pioneer and art patron Edgar 
B. Davis, who in 1922 discovered one of 
the most significant oilfields in the state.  
 
Donated artwork was auctioned to benefit 
Luling’s oil museum. This year’s show 
judge was nationally known artist Dan 
Burt of Kerville, Texas. The show’s theme 
was Texas Scenes – including oil and gas 
wells. Visit www.oilmuseum.org 

 

            Whale Museum Exhibit 

 
Finding enough  
oil to sustain the  

nation’s energy needs is one of the great 
challenges, notes a special summer exhibit 
at the Sag Harbor Whaling & Historical 
Museum in New York.  
 
“The rise and fall of whale oil in the 19th 
century is compared to the exploitation of 
petroleum in the 20th,” notes one exhibit 
panel. “What lesson can we draw from 
history? What energy source, or combi-
nation of sources, will fulfill the future 
energy needs of our planet?” 
 
The exhibit, “Oil! Whales, Wells…What 
Next?” examines the early petroleum 
industry and the role of whale oil and  
other illuminants burned a century ago  
– showing how market pressures, foreign 
interests, and the scarcity of raw materials 
can lead to innovation.  
 
“Facing a similar crisis to what the whal-
ing industry faced more than one hundred 
fifty years ago, the petroleum industry is 
now experiencing its own set of chal-
lenges – with economic, environmental 
and geopolitical concerns weighing 
heavily on consumers’ minds.” 

 

Annual Sistersville Celebration 

 
For four decades, residents of Sistersville, 
W.Va., have celebrated their petroleum 
heritage with an annual oil and gas 
festival. On Sept. 12-14, the community 
again hosted special events, including a 
gas engine show, annual Gib Morgan 
Wrench Throwing Contest, an antique car 
show, and downtown parade.  

 
John Mork was named the 2008 West 
Virginia Oil and Gas Man of the Year on 
Sept. 13. President and CEO of Energy 
Corporation of America, Mork earned a 
petroleum engineering degree from the 
University of Southern California – and 
paid for much of his tuition by rough-
necking for Santa Fe Drilling in Alaska. 

He was honored at a luncheon held at the 
historic First Presbyterian Church and 
served as parade marshal for the 40th 

Grand Oil and Gas Trophy Parade. A 
cable-tool derrick by the Ohio River 
commemorates the discovery well of the 
great Sistersville oil field, which was 
drilled there on Aug. 11, 1891.�  

This “Put a Tiger in your Tank!” 

advertisement, circa the 1960s, is 

from the ExxonMobil Historical 

Collection at the Center for Ameri-

can History, University of Texas. It 

is on displayed in the Bob Bullock 

Texas State History Museum. 

According to the exhibit, after successfully test marketing the 
name “Exxon” in different parts of the country, the tiger came 
out of retirement in 1972 to introduce the country to the new 
Exxon brand.  
 
While no longer a fixture of Exxon (now ExxonMobil) 
advertising, the tiger can still be seen today in endeavors such 
as Exxon Tiger Marts. – From www.thestoryoftexas.com 



 

 

 Petroleum History is Energy Education 

 
The American Oil & Gas Historical Society links museums, historical societies and other state and 
national organizations committed to energy education. Our publications show how the industry’s 
history of science and technological progress offers a context for teaching the modern industry.  
 
Too few young people understand today’s oil and natural gas business, how it operates, and why 
it remains a vital American industry – even as we look toward new energy sources. Too few adults 
recognize the industry’s technological accomplishments since 1859 or the widespread role 
petroleum products play in our lives. 
 
This historical society educates a skeptical public about the industry’s historic and modern 
contributions. Our goal is to increase education about exploration and production, especially for 
science and social science students. We need your support to accomplish this. Help fund the 
energy education effort – please send a tax-deductible donation, federal tax ID 52-184-9282:  
 

 

AOGHS 
1201 15th Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20005 

 
 
 

Learn more about our energy education mission at www.aoghs.org 
 




