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Illinois Energy on Tour

A “Traveling Field Trip” energy 

education exhibit – featuring work-

ing models of equipment – made its

debut in August at the DuQuoin 

Illinois State Fair.  Page 15
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Texas Holiday Lights

In the heart of an East Texas oilfield 

discovered in 1930, Kilgore prepares 

for the holidays – and its 77th annual 

Christmas parade – by illuminating 

historic derricks.  Page 3

States of Oil & Gas Production

The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your 
State describes petroleum exploration and 

production in the 33 producing states – in-

cluding historical data. It is a useful tool for 

students, teachers and researchers.  Page 7

Centennial Issue

Attempts to create a special 

commemorative stamp for 

the approaching 150th birth-

day of the U.S. petroleum 

industry have been rejected, 

perhaps because of negative 

public perceptions. It wasn’t 

always so. A stamp issued in 

1959 celebrated the 100th 

anniversary of “Col.” Edwin 

L. Drake’s world-changing 

discovery.  Page 8

Expanding the Earth Sciences

An effort is underway to repeat the success  

of the Society of Exploration Geophysicists  

(SEG) Geoscience Center in Tulsa by creating  

one in Houston. Longtime SEG member Tom  

Fulton leads the charge.  Page 12

West Virginia Heritage District

The Oil and Gas Museum in Parkersburg is  

creating a new “West Virginia Oil, Gas & Civil 

War Heritage District” to exhibit the petroleum 

industry as well as related Civil War heritage, 

according to Director David McKain.  Page 13

Nellie Johnstone’s Makeover

Oil 150 Documentary in Works

Bartlesville, Okla., is renovating 

Discovery One Park – replacing  

a worn derrick and adding new 

exhibits and a visitor center at the 

site of Nellie Johnstone No. 1, the 

state’s first oil well.  Page 13

Oilfield Historian Honored

Pauline Schultz has spent most of her 92 years keep-

ing the history of Salt Creek Oilfield in Midwest, 

Wyo. On Nov. 15, President Bush presented her  

with a National Humanities Medal during an award 

ceremony at the White House.  Page 4

WQED, the Public Broad-

casting Station in Pittsburgh, 

Pa., has been chosen to make 

a documentary celebrating the 

birth of the oil and natural gas 

industry.   Page 11
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Our feature article about the 1959 U.S. stamp commemorating the 100th anniversary 
of America’s petroleum industry was made possible by Ellen Peachey of the Ameri-
can Philatelic Research Library, Bellefonte, Pa. Ellen gathered much of the material – 
and scanned the images – for AOGHS Contributing Editor Kris Wells. We also thank 
Mark Saunders at the U.S. Postal Service, who put us in touch with Ellen. 

Thanks are also owed to Sherri Schulze, curator of the outstanding Penn-Brad Oil 
Museum in Custer City outside Bradford, Pa. Sherri e-mailed me news about the 
National Humanities Award winner, Pauline Schultz. Sherri says Pauline is a distant 
relative of hers. They both represent the kind of commitment to community that can 
be found in oil and gas museums across the county. Pauline, who founded Wyoming’s 
Salt Creek Oil Field Museum, describes growing up in the oil patch and how her 
father – a native of Titusville, Pa. – became known as “Crooked-Hole Miller.” 

This issue of the society’s last 2007 newsletter features other interesting people and 
events. As we went to press, a two-truck caravan was transporting a 15-ton replica of 
the rig that drilled Oklahoma’s first oil well to its new home in Bartlesville. The Nellie 
Johnstone No. 1 oil derrick replaces an earlier version in Johnstone Park, where the 
historic well was first drilled 110 years ago.  

Also featured is a special publication – and offer – from the Independent Petroleum 
Association of America (IPAA). The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your State is a
newly published review of historical exploration and production data. As part of an 
expanded energy education initiative, IPAA is offering free copies to new and 
renewing historical society members.  

Finally, and for better or worse, next summer a major Texas museum is celebrating the 
30th anniversary of the television program “Dallas” with a special exhibition. The Bob 
Bullock Texas State History Museum, Austin, has not yet named the exhibit – and is 
seeking public input on what to call the planned display of “Ewing family escapades.” 

It may be time to shoot J.R. again.  – Bruce Wells
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A Norman Rockwell cachet authorized 

by the American Petroleum Institute 

accompanied the issuance of a four-cent 

stamp commemorating the industry’s 

centennial in 1959. Attempts for a 

sesquicentennial stamp in 2009 have

not met with success. 

Editor’s Desk

The Stamp of Petroleum Past  
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s a quiet rural community in the fall of 1930, Kilgore, Texas, suddenly 
saw its name emblazoned across America after discovery of oil in and 
around the city. Near the heart of the East Texas oilfield – still the 

largest in the lower 48 states – Kilgore at one time boasted a single downtown 
city block with the densest concentration of oil derricks in the world. During 
World War II, oil from this giant field fueled the Allies to victory. 

More than 80 oil derricks dot the Kilgore skyline today as the community cele-
brates another holiday season – illuminating these industry icons along its 
historic streets and hosting its 77th annual Christmas in Kilgore Parade. Many of 
the full-sized derricks and crown-blocks have returned as a year-round tourist 
attraction, notes East Texas Oil Museum Director Joe White. His museum, near 
Kilgore’s “World’s Richest Acre Park,” hosted a Dec. 1 visit by Santa Claus.  

The East Texas Oil Museum, established in 1980, recreates oil boom days 
through dioramas, films, sounds, mementos of the oilfield – and from the daily 
lives of the people. A drilling rig is displayed outside while inside there are 
stores and a street scene that bring the past to life. Visitors can make a simulated 
3,800-foot elevator descent to the oil formations within the earth.  

White says that since the historic oilfield’s discovery on Oct. 5, 1930, more than 
30,000 wells have been drilled within 140,000 acres – yielding more than 5.2 
billion barrels of oil. An estimated 1.4 billion barrels of oil may remain. Many 
small independent oil and gas companies operate in the field. The East Texas Oil 
Museum is located at the Kilgore College campus, which is also home to the 
famed Kilgore Rangerettes, organized in 1940 and the first women’s precision 
drill team in the world.  – Visit www.easttexasoilmuseum.com

A

Texas Holiday Lights 

Michigan Museum Addition

Michigan may soon 
have a new oil and gas 
museum, thanks to Pat 
Bly, director of the 
Bloomingdale Town-
ship Depot Museum, 
and Jules Serbenski, 
president of the Area 
Improvement Club,  

who have announced plans to expand the 
Depot Museum to include a Blooming-
dale Michigan Oil and Gas Museum. 

Devoted to preserving Michigan’s petro-
leum heritage, the museum will be the 
first permanent museum of Michigan 
exploration and production history, 
according to a key participant in the 
project, Jack Westbrook, retired manag-
ing editor of the Michigan Oil & Gas 
News magazine and author of three 
books about the state’s history.  

“This southwestern Michigan village 
played an important role in shaping the 
destiny of Michigan as an important 
commercially producing oil and natural 
gas state,” Westbrook explains. “In 
August 1938, the Fisher-McCall Wig-
gins Estate No. 1 well drilled into the 
Traverse Limestone and struck oil in 
spectacular quantities to become the 
discovery well of what would become 
known as the Bloomingdale field.” 

To commemorate Bloomingdale – and 
Michigan’s oil and gas heritage – the 
Bloomingdale Depot Museum has begun 
collecting oilfield memorabilia, partic-
ularly items related to the Bloomingdale 
area oilfield boom, along with seeking 
financial support.  

An oilfield pumping unit was recently 
donated to the museum by third generat-
ion Michigan oilman Aaron Hartman of 
Christian Oil Co. Further, acquisition 
and assembly plans are underway for a  
1930s era steel derrick to grace the 
Depot Museum grounds, contributed by 
Summit Petroleum President Robert 
Long.

Bly and Serbenski hope to have a 
Michigan historical marker ready for 
dedication during a Bloomingdale Oil 
Field Discovery Days celebration 
planned for Aug. 9-10, 2008, to salute 
the 70th Anniversary of the Blooming-
dale Field discovery. The anniversary 

celebration will include a book signing of 
the Arcadia Press photographic history 
Michigan Oil and Gas, by Westbrook; a 
slide presentation about Michigan oil and 
gas exploration and production history; 
and speeches by industry notables, in-
cluding Michigan Oil and Gas Assoc-
iation (MOGA) President and CEO Frank 
L. Mortl. The exhibit and slide presentat-
ion were designed by the Clarke Hist-

orical Library and first exhibited in 2005 
at the Mt. Pleasant campus of Central 
Michigan University (Sept. 2005 Petro-
leum Age).

For information about the Bloomingdale 
Depot Museum and plans for the new oil 
and gas museum, contact Jules Serbenski 
at (269) 657-4868 or Pat Bly at (269) 
521-3288.  

The East Texas Oil Museum
in Kilgore, established in 
1980, tells the story of the 
largest oilfield in the contig-
uous United States, notes 
Director Joe White. The oil 
patch community of Kilgore 
annually lights up its historic 
derricks for the holidays.
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the nation’s first oil well. His uncle taught him to drill, and his 
oil patch skills took Miller around the country. “His knowledge 
was in demand,” Schultz says. “In the field, dad was known as 
‘Crooked-Hole Miller’ because he had learned the technique of 
how to correct the hole’s direction if the drill bit hit a rock, 
swerving to the side, going crookedly. He could pull the bit  
and straighten the drilling hole.”  

On Nov.15, President George W. Bush presented the 2007 National 
Humanities Medal to Pauline L. Schultz “for her stewardship of a pre-
cious trove of local historical knowledge. She has been a collector  
and curator of facts and artifacts that capture a century of human 
experience on Wyoming’s high plains.” 

Daughter of “Crooked-Hole Miller”

auline Schultz has spent most of her 92 years keeping   
the history of Salt Creek Oilfield in Midwest, Wyo., a  
nine-by-five mile patch of land in what her father called  

the “beat-est place.” In the 1920s, Salt Creek yielded one-fifth of 
of the petroleum produced in America, and over the decades has 
provided work for millions of people. 

In 1934, Schultz says she told everyone, “This field is important. 
Someday, we’ll have a museum.” A self-described “history nut,” 
Schultz took notes and stashed memorabilia, and in 1980 she 
founded the Salt Creek Oil Field Museum. Its eclectic collection 
includes oil well maps her husband saved, thousands of photos, a 
1924 doctor’s office, and The Midwest Reviews, which chronicle 
the activities of the oil field from 1920 to 1930.  

As a curator, Schultz’s favorite works are a collection of six-by-
eight-foot photographs of the early years of Salt Creek donated 
by Amoco when the company, a former owner in the field, 
reached its hundredth anniversary. “I wouldn't take a million 
dollars for them,” she says. On a personal level, she favors Early 

Days at Salt Creek and Teapot Dome, a book by Ed Bille, a 
friend who helped her with the museum.  

The place Schultz has chosen to memorialize was not an easy 
place to live. “Dad used to say, ‘You can see farther and see less; 
have more cows and less butter; more sheep and less mutton, 
more gullies and less water than any state in the Union!’”  

What Wyoming does have is geologic good fortune. “Coal, oil, 
gas, uranium, all the wealth is underground,” says Schultz. Her 
father, Charles Carl Miller, was born in Titusville, Pa., home of 

Oilfield Historian Honored 

P

New Mexico Exhibit Expands

Encouraged by the 
New Mexico oil 
and natural gas 
industry, plans are 
underway for a 
major renovation  
to the energy 

exhibit at the Farmington Museum.  

To launch the expansion project, the 
museum recently received a $1,300 
donation from the local chapter of the 
Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs.  

“This is the first donation of the year 
toward the museum’s planned expansion 
of the existing From Dinosaurs to Drill 
Bits exhibit,” notes museum Director

Bart Wilsey, pictured with Terri Hurt, 
immediate past president of the Farming-
ton Desk and Derrick Club, which also 
raised funds for the museum’s original 
energy exhibit. 

The expanded petroleum exhibit will 
increase the existing 1,500 square-foot 
area to a 6,000 square-foot wing devoted 
to the energy industry, Wilsey explains. It 
will focus on the history, technologies 
and issues facing the industry. The ex-
pansion also will include displays about 
alternative forms of energy.  

“When we started this project, we had a 
narrower view of what we wanted to do,” 
he notes. “People in the oil and gas 
industry were the initial movers and
shakers that got this ball rolling.”  

The Bureau of Land Management has 
joined the museum’s expansion effort so 
that energy permitting and regulations can 
be better explained to the public.  

“These inclusions will give a more 
complete picture of the energy generated 
here and the steps that need to be fol-
lowed before any extraction can occur,” 
says Wilsey.   

The Farmington Museum has had more 
than 70,000 visitors since the original 
energy exhibit opened in 2004, Wilsey 
adds. The current displays are also part of 
Farmington’s annual Energy Week, 
designed to show eighth-grade science 
students how lessons learned in the 
classroom relate to the modern oil and 
natural gas exploration industry.



“People traveled to the oilfields by the thousands when there was 
a boom. We would just pick up the pieces and go,” says Schultz, 
who crossed the Mississippi 13 times before she was 10.  

In 1924, her family moved to Midwest, a company town. Schultz 
estimates there were 4,000 derricks there in the 1920s and 1930s. 
“It was the largest light-oil (meaning it could be used without 
being refined) field in the world. Oil gushed, sometimes as much 
as 160 feet high because no one knew how to shut off the wells.”  

Her family moved on in 1927, but she returned in 1934 mar- 
ried to Walter Schultz. In their early years, he had to travel to 
“boosters,” building-sized engines that boost oil through a pipe-
line. She went along and lived in a sheep wagon outfitted for 
housekeeping. “It was the cutest little house in the world.”  

It was a time when the companies owned the houses; there might 
not have been running water, and the work was hard. “You had 
to have endurance beyond imagination,” says Schultz, to work 
around the noxious smells or at temperatures 20 or 30 degrees 
below zero when the water in the oil would freeze.  

Up to 15,000 people lived in Midwest and the surrounding camps 
when Shultz was a girl. Now the population is about one-third of 
that. Twenty or 30 can do what 500 people once did, says Shultz.  

Visitors to the museum have included Lynne Cheney, whose 
grandfather arrived in Salt Creek in 1912; former senator Alan 
Simpson; and former Salt Creekers from as far away as Wales 
and Germany.  

“Oh my lands, who would have thought that dignitaries, senators, 
coordinators, and other oil management people would wind up 
going through all my scrapbooks and albums. They would look 
intently at the huge maps that hung on the walls trying to 
visualize the outlying camps and four thousand derricks that had 
once stood,” Schultz writes in her memoirs.  

“The most heart-warming situations come when someone walks 
through the door and says, ‘Mrs. Schultz, you probably don’t 
remember me, but I know you.’ Upon hearing who they are, I 
jump up and hug them, and we embark down memory lane. 
Some I rocked when they were babies, and others’ great-
grandparents had been my neighbors.”  

Schultz retired in June and moved to Tennessee. Her life’s 
passion has been documented for the State Historical Archives in 
Cheyenne. For her thousands of hours of volunteer service to the 
museum and her community, she also has received a President’s 
Call to Service Award from the President's Council on Service 
and Civic Participation. Of her work, Schultz says, “I’ve loved 
every second of it.” – By Anna Maria Gillis, www.neh.gov/news
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The Salt Creek Museum in Midwest, Wyoming, displays artifacts 
and thousands of photographs illustrating the area’s history from 
1889 to today, thanks to Curator Pauline Schultz. The Salt Creek 
oilfield, discovered in 1908 north of Casper, was once among the 
largest light crude oil fields in the world. (Dec. 2005 Petroleum Age)

AOGHS Houston Conference 

The American Oil & Gas Historical 
Society (www.aoghs.org) is planning  
its third annual Energy Education Con-
ference & Field Trip, June 4 to 7, in 
Houston – with a Saturday field trip to 
Galveston and Beaumont.  

Leading state and national experts from 
Pennsylvania to California will gather to 
share techniques and workshop strategies 
for improving energy education, especially 
about petroleum exploration and product-
ion (June 2007 Petroleum Age).

“This national conference is designed for 
the top professionals who ‘teach the 
teachers’ and will include many panel 
discussions, demonstrations, and a tour of 

the Wiess Energy Hall at the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science,” notes 
Executive Director Bruce Wells. “Our 
outstanding participation at the 2007 
conference in Oklahoma City – includ- 
ing leaders from the Oklahoma Energy 

Resources Board, the National Energy 
Foundation, Derricks to Desks, and the 
state energy education programs – 
promises an even greater exchange of 
ideas in Houston.”  

Program practitioners, oil and natural 
gas museum directors, and represent-
atives from the Oil 150 Steering Com-
mittee in Oil City, Pa., will discuss 
partnerships and teacher workshop 
approaches. A June 7 field trip will 
include demonstrations at the Ocean Star 
Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum in 
Galveston, and two outstanding energy 
museums in Beaumont.  

For a 2008 conference schedule and 
participation information, call (202) 
857-4785 or e-mail bawells@aoghs.org. 
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Marking a Remarkable Heritage 

T
 he petroleum industry’s pioneers, milestones and countless technological achievements are 
described on roadside markers from Pennsylvania to California. Thanks to the collaboration 
of community organizations, new markers continue to promote the industry’s heritage.  

Two markers were recently dedicated in Pennsylvania – renewing an initiative to recognize 
industry pioneers that began more than five decades ago.  

In 1955, a “Portraits in Oil” art series honored 18 oil pioneers, according to Lois McElwee, 
coordinator of the Oil 150 Steering Committee. Commissioned by the Oil Industry Information 
Committee of the American Petroleum Institute (API), the series highlighted many achievements.  

“They were originally prepared for oil industry company publications – and were then published 
by hundreds of newspapers across the nation,” notes McElwee, adding that the API committee 
gave reproductions to the Drake Well Museum for exhibition. “These portraits – found in the 
Drake Well Museum archives – inspired Oil 150 to start an effort to nominate and sponsor a new 
historical marker for those gentlemen not yet recognized by a state-sponsored historical marker.” 

Oil 150 volunteers discovered markers for several of the pioneers already existed within the Oil 
Region National Heritage Area. “Researching further, we found that of the eighteen in the ‘Por-
traits in Oil’ series, nine had markers in Texas and Pennsylvania, seven did not have markers, and 
two were undetermined,” McElwee explains.  

In 2006, Oil 150 asked volunteers Carollee Michener, Neil McElwee and John Harper to write text 
for new markers. The Oil Region Alliance submitted the nominations to the Pa. Historical and 
Museum Commission. Two markers were accepted – and the bronze plaques dedicated in 
October, bringing the total to 11 “portraits” now with markers. 

Dedicated Oct. 23 at his former residence in Pleasantville, a marker commemorates John Franklin 
Carll (1826-1904): Pioneer petroleum geologist and engineer, Carll originated many standard 
oil industry practices, including accurate drilling records, correlating and mapping sub-surface 

reservoir rocks, and explaining the increased productivity resulting from reservoir flooding. In the 

Second Geological Survey of Pennsylvania (1875), he provided basic explanations of north-
western Pa. surface and sub-surface geology. He lived and worked here from 1864 until his death.

A marker dedicated Oct. 26 in Oil City commemorates industry pioneer Charles Lockhart (1818-
1905) outside the former Lockhart & Frew office: The largest crude oil refiner in Pittsburgh in the 

1860s. Lockhart, Frew & Co. merged its seven refineries with Standard Oil in 1874. Lockhart 
served on the board, managing 80 percent of U.S. oil refining, transport, and marketing. One of 

the original firm’s offices was here.   

An historical marker honoring 
pioneer petroleum geologist 
and engineer John Franklin 
Carll (1826-1904) is dedicated 
on Oct. 23 at his former resi-
dence in the Borough of 
Pleasantville, Pa. 

Pictured (left to right) are 
Pleasantville Mayor James 
Berry; Oil Region Alliance 
President Randy Seitz; Dr. 
John A. Harper, chief  of the 
subsurface geology section of 
the Pa. Dept. of Conservation 
& Natural Resources (author 
of the historical marker 
nomination); and Drake Well 
Museum Administrator 
Barbara Zolli, who repre-
sented the Pa. Historical 
and Museum Commission. 

Technology Transfer Transfers

On Oct. 9, the Amer-
ican Association of 
Petroleum Geologists 
(AAPG) assumed a 
lead management  

role of the Petroleum Technology Transfer 
Council (PTTC), which has provided tech 
transfer programs and workshops to thou-
sands of  independent oil and natural gas 
producers since 1994.  

AAPG is a professional scientific organ-
ization with more than 31,000 members in 
115 countries. PTTC offers short courses 

related to geology, geophysics, engine-
ering, and operations at locations across 
the country. Originally funded by the 
Department of Energy with matching 
funds from states and the industry, PTTC 
has transferred exploration and product-
ion technology through regional lead 
organizations, typically at universities or 
geological surveys. – www.pttc.org

OEC Education Committee

Offshore Energy Center (OEC) Education 
Director Doris Tomas has formed an OEC 
Education Committee to help market and 
facilitate workshops and conferences – and 

refine materials for the OEC Knowledge 
Box and Playing with Petroleum Kits. 
Committee members will also create 
activities for OEC’s new Mobile Offshore 
Learning Unit (MOLU).  

“These educators bring a wealth of exper-
ience – and are not only trained OEC 
facilitators but many are part of the BP 
Focus Team, NEED (National Energy 
Education Development) Project pre-
senters, or are science/math facilitators,” 
explains Tomas. Based in Houston, OEC 
also administers the Ocean Star Offshore 
Drilling Rig & Museum in Galveston. 

 – www.oceanstaroec.com 



  Top 10 Producers  

                 Crude Oil   (2004)   Natural Gas 

1.   Offshore      Texas 
  2.   Texas    Offshore 
  3.   Alaska    Oklahoma 
  4.   California    New Mexico 
  5.   Louisiana    Wyoming 
  6.   New Mexico    Louisiana 
  7.   Oklahoma    Colorado 
  8.   Wyoming    Alaska 
  9.   Kansas    Kansas 
 10.  North Dakota    California 

or more than 75 years, The Oil & Gas Producing 

Industry in Your State has collected comprehensive data 
about the U.S. petroleum exploration and production  

industry in the 33 producing states. This unique collection of 
statistics – including historical data – is a useful tool for 
students, teachers, researchers and industry professionals.  

Despite record prices, soaring oil and natural gas demand has 
stressed the nation’s supply chain, notes Editor Frederick J. 
Lawrence, vice president of economics and international 
affairs for the Independent Petroleum Association of America 
(IPAA), publisher of the annual 110-page publication. The 
current edition uses 2004 data. Updated information for 2005 
and 2006 will be published next year. 

Although the industry has responded to growing demand with 
new technologies – and production from more difficult to 
reach, unconventional sources – anxiety remains about the 
capability to meet future demand forecasts. IPAA considers 
2004 a pivotal year for the industry because that year exposed 
“substantial changes to the global petroleum industry that had 
built momentum over the past decade.” 

In 2004, monthly average oil prices increased from $11.26 per 
barrel to $53.28 per barrel, and monthly average natural gas 
prices increased from $1.26 per Mcf to $7.27 per Mcf. Ex-
ploration and production switched from oil to natural gas and 
from conventional to unconventional sources. Offshore 
drilling and production shifted from the Continental Shelf to 
the technically challenging deepwater wells.  

Imports have surged to fill the U.S. supply gap, IPAA notes. 
Substantial increases in U.S. drilling onshore and offshore 
“will require collaboration between policy makers, state and 
federal regulators, the environmental community, consumers 
and producers.”

The IPAA publication’s individual state statistics offer yearly 

States of Oil & Gas Production
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Free for AOGHS Members

The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your State retails for 
$75 per copy. However, as part of an expanded public ed-
ucation effort, IPAA is offering complimentary copies to 
new and renewing American Oil & Gas Historical Society 
(AOGHS) members – while the supply lasts.  

“We hope AOGHS members, museum directors and other 
energy educators will find this a very useful resource,”  
says IPAA Vice President Frederick Lawrence. “With  
each request, we also will send a copy of the latest United 
States Petroleum Statistics, a pocket-sized guide that 
includes 20 years of industry data in a single pamphlet.”  

To request a copy of both publications, e-mail AOGHS 
Executive Director Bruce Wells at bawells@aoghs.org or 
call (202) 857-4785. To subscribe or inquire about other 
IPAA economic and statistical reports, contact the IPAA 
information services dept., at (202) 857-4722, or e-mail 
flawrence@ipaa.org. 

and cumulative production and the number of oil, natural gas and 
dry wells drilled; average wellhead prices, severance taxes and 
employment; total footage, wildcat wells, rotary rig count and 
number of producing wells. Also featured: the year of discovery 
for each state’s oil and natural gas wells. 

In addition to The Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your State,
compiled in collaboration with the Houston firm IHS, IPAA 
publishes other statistical summaries. Founded in 1929, the 
Washington, DC-based association represents 6,000 indepen- 
dent producers, who produce 68 percent of domestic oil and 82 

percent of the natural gas. Learn more at www.ipaa.org.  

This annual publication derives data from local, state and federal sources. 

Published since 1931, it reviews 33 producing states, includes a glossary, 

and has state contact information – a great resource for educators.
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espite the best efforts of the Oil 150 Steering Committee  
and many others, the U.S. Postal Service Citizens’ Stamp 
Advisory Committee rejected two attempts to create a  

sesquicentennial stamp recognizing the approaching 150th 
anniversary of the petroleum industry in America.  

Oil 150 co-chair Rep. John E. Peterson (R-Pa.) noted that the 
stamp committee rejected the requests based upon “unfavor- 
able public impressions of the modern oil industry.”   

It wasn’t always so. 

On Aug. 27, 1959, U.S. Postmaster General Arthur Summer-
field, the keynote speaker at “Oil Centennial Day” in Titusville, 
Pa., dedicated a four-cent commemorative postage stamp. At the 
time, gasoline cost about 30 cents per gallon – and the accomp-
lishments of the petroleum industry were cause for celebration. 

At the Drake Well Memorial Park in Titusville, popular NBC 
“Today” show host Dave Garroway broadcasted live as thou-
sands of guests crowded the grounds. His morning program 
included an oil well “shooting” demonstration at the park. 
Featured speakers that day included Pennsylvania Governor 
David Lawrence and Texas Railroad Commission Chairman 
Gen. Ernest Thompson.  

According to the Titusville Herald, more centennial speeches 
followed the ceremony, and more than 400 guests attended a 
luncheon at the Titusville High School cafeteria. That evening, a 
50-minute fireworks displayed capped several days of cele-
brating the petroleum industry – and the man who struck oil 
exactly 100 year earlier, forever changing America. 

Although known as “Colonel” Edwin L. Drake in his day, the 

title originated with executives at the Seneca Oil Co., who thought 
it would add prestige to their speculative drilling venture. As part 
of the ceremonies 100 years later, the Pennsylvania National 
Guard formally commissioned Drake a colonel. His grand-
daughters, Mrs. Marie Drake Carver and Mrs. Grace Drake  
Kilch, accepted the commission certificate.  

A year earlier, in 1958, the seven members of the newly formed 
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee had finally responded to the 
tenacious efforts and recurring calls from a local citizens group 
formed as the Oil Centennial, Inc. With support from the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute (API), the Colonel Drake Philatelic 
Society, and several Pennsylvania oil companies, the Post Office 
Dept. announced the commemorative stamp in November. It was 
to be one of only five commemorative stamps issued that year. 

Artist Robert Foster was chosen to design the stamp’s vignette. 
Foster, best known for his stainless steel sculpture of Mercury on 
the Ford Building at the 1939 New York World’s Fair, submitted 
several designs. The Titusville Herald noted that one of his 
original designs included a representation of the Drake Well. 
Foster noted, “Being an artist (and a Pennsylvanian), I was so 
familiar with the Drake Well that I could draw it from memory, 
without even looking at pictures.”  

The final design used a more modern drilling rig image, the 
Herald article noted, “because of its higher recognition value,” 
since many people may not know the Drake Well, but they would 
“recognize a modern-looking oil derrick when they see one.” 

D

Artist Robert Foster submitted several designs for the 1959 
commemorative stamp, including a representation of the 
original Drake Well (far left). The final design (opposite page) 
used a more modern drilling rig image, “because of its higher 
recognition value.” 

“No official act could give me greater pleasure than 

to dedicate this stamp commemorating the 100th 

anniversary of the petroleum industry. The American 

people have great reason to be indebted to this 

industry. It has supplied most of the power that has 

made the American standard of living possible.”  

– Postmaster Arthur Summerfield, August 27, 1959 

August 27, 1959, Commemorative Stamp

Centennial Issue 



Postmaster Summerfield selected the final design and the Bureau 

of Engraving and Printing produced four plates for the stamps. 

The plate numbers – 26416, 26417, 26419, and 26431 – appear 

on blocks of the commemorative issue, known to philatelists as 

the plates that produced all the petroleum centennial stamps and

identified as “Scott (Catalog number) 1134.” 

The first day of issue, Aug. 27, 1959, saw 801,859 of the stamps 

mailed from and cancelled in Titusville, including many with a 

special cachet illustration “Born in Freedom, Working for 

Progress,” authorized by API and created by artist Norman 

Rockwell (above).  

The centennial stamp prompted a broad and creative variety  

of these “First Day Cover” cachets. Many are popular with 

collectors, including State Geologist and Director of the New 

Mexico Bureau of Mines and Mineral Resources Peter Scholle: 

http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/staff/scholle/1134cachets_lg.html.  

Almost 50 years ago, Postmaster General Summerfield 

concluded his remarks to the crowd in Titusville by declaring the 

stamp “will serve as a worldwide tribute to all who have brought 

the oil industry to its present greatness – and to its leaders who 

are moving with confidence to meet the challenge of the future.” 

Perceptions may have changed since 1959, but not the world-

changing significance of the discovery of “Colonel” Edwin L. 

Drake, father of the American petroleum industry.  

“We look to this stamp as more than a commemorative symbol. With more than 120 million stamps to be 

issued, it will go throughout the world as a reminder of what can be achieved by the combination of free 

enterprise and the vision and courage and effort of dedicated men. It will serve as a worldwide tribute to all 

who have brought the oil industry to its present greatness – and to its leaders who are moving with 

confidence to meet the challenge of the future.” 
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Editor’s Note – The recent failed attempt to issue a special 

stamp commemorating the petroleum industry is not unique. 

In 1934, efforts to recognize the industry’s 75th anniversary, 

its diamond jubilee, did not succeed. In 1949, Senate Bill 

1098 provided for issuance of a 90th anniversary com-

memorative stamp. It did not pass. These setbacks did not – 

and have not since – inhibited celebrations in Titusville, Oil 

City, and many other U.S. communities proud of their 

petroleum heritage.  

Spirited debate also is not new. During the 1934 75th an-

niversary in Titusville, Franklin Roosevelt’s “New Deal” 

Secretary of Interior, Harold Ickes, squared off with Axtell 

Byles, president of the American Petroleum Institute (API).  

Ickes cited “wanton exploitation” in the industry “from 

which we are now permanently emerging with the help of  

the federal government…It was inevitable that the strong 

hand of the government has come into the oil industry as the 

conservator of the public interest.” In response, API Presi-

dent Byles countered with the Jeffersonian maxim that, 

“People least governed are best governed,” adding, “It is  

my conviction that only in this way can the appalling strain 

upon the federal credit be relieved and private investment 

and initiative take up the load, which it alone can carry.” 

The centennial stamp (at right) prompted a broad and creative variety of these “First Day Cover” 
cachets (above). Peter Scholle, director and state geologist for the New Mexico Bureau of Mines 
& Mineral Resources is a collector. He has posted a large collection of the cachets images at 
http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/staff/scholle/1134cachets_lg.html
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Petroleum on Parade

housands of spectators enjoyed an Oct. 14 parade in 
downtown Oklahoma City as part of a yearlong series 
of events celebrating the state’s 100th birthday. The 

“Gusher,” designed by ExpoDesign of Indianapolis, Ind., 
stood 30-feet tall, 20-feet wide, and rode on a 60-foot chas-
sis. Part of the float’s inspiration came from a giant oilman 
statue, the “Golden Driller” in Tulsa (March 2006 Petroleum 

Age). Volunteers dressed as oil barrels and pipelines. 

In addition to Oklahoma City’s centennial parade, the oil 
patch communities of Glenpool and Drumright hosted an-
nual celebrations. Glenpool’s Black Gold Days on May 3-6 
honored the Ida Glenn No. 1 discovery well with a parade, 
carnival, children’s games and contests, arts and crafts, and 
free concerts. To recognize Drumright’s oil heritage, an Oct. 
6 Oil Patch Jamboree sponsored a 5-k run, a parade, and 
skateboard and horseshoe-throwing contests. 

This year’s petroleum celebrations were not limited to 
Oklahoma. Oil City, Pa., hosted several annual events. In 
Texas, the Oct. 8 annual Van Oil Festival and Pageant 
spotlighted this oil patch community a few miles east of 
Dallas. Its beauty pageant included an oil queen later featured 
in the 28th annual Van Oil Parade. In Corsicana, Texas, on 
April 27-29, the very popular – and highly competitive – chili 
cook-off was again part of the community’s annual Derrick 
Days. In central Ohio, the Sept. 29-30 annual Bremen Derrick 
Days celebrated a major 1907 oilfield discovery. Bremen was 
once known as the “Oil City” of Ohio. 

Community events like these took place across the country, 
often thanks to museums dedicated preserving the industry’s 
heritage. This year’s festivities also included the 39th Annual 
Oil & Gas Festival, Sept. 13-16, in Sistersville, W. Va., and a 
Labor Day event in Morgan City, La. – perhaps the largest of 
all. The 72nd annual Louisiana Shrimp & Petroleum Festival, 
Aug. 30-Sept. 3, included six bands and drew several thou-
sand visitors. This popular celebration, organizers proudly 

noted, “proves that oil and water really do mix.”  

T

Harvey Center’s Third Lecture 

Lisa Gensheimer, an 
award-winning doc-
umentary producer and 
writer, was the featured 
speaker at the Nov. 1 
third annual lecture of 
the Barbara Morgan 

Harvey Center for the Study of Oil Heri-
tage at Clarion University – Venango 
Campus, Oil City, Pa.  

Because this year marks the 150th birth-
day of investigative reporter Ida Tarbell, a 
native of northwestern Pennsylvania, 
Gensheimer’s speech took a creative 
approach with the pioneer journalist.  

“Turning the Tables: 20 Questions for 
Miss Tarbell” examined her opinions, 
asking provocative questions like “Should 
women be allowed to vote?” Tarbell, 
known in her day as a “muckraker” for 

her exposé of the business practices of 
industrialist John D. Rockefeller, pub-
lished The History of the Standard Oil 
Company. Her writings contributed to 
federal antitrust legislation and the break-
up of the oil conglomerate. Tarbell’s book 
was named fifth in the top 100 works of 
20th-century journalism by the New York 
Times in 1999.  

Gensheimer spoke to a standing room 
only audience of university and com-
munity members. Earlier in the day, she 
also spoke to 110 area junior and senior 
high school students who attended an 
inspirational lecture that she conducted 
for them, titled “Dream Big: You Can 
Change the World.”  

Gensheimer’s career spans 30 years in 
publishing, public relations, heritage 
tourism, television and news media. She 
is the producer, writer and researcher for 
three documentaries distributed nationally 

on public television: Tracks Across the 
Sky (2005); Safe Harbor, A Story of the 
Underground Railroad (2003); and Ida 
Tarbell, All in the Day’s Work (2000), 
based on Tarbell’s 1939 autobiography.  

The Harvey Center, dedicated in October 
2005 on campus in the Charles L. Suhr 
Library, was established in memory of
Barbara Morgan Harvey by her family, 
who wished to carry on her love of local 
history and desire to bring it to life. 

“We are excited about the Harvey 
Center,” notes Chris Reber, executive 
dean of Clarion University –Venango 
Campus. “We have begun our ongoing 
oral history project that is part of the 
center’s vision. Plans are also underway 
for the second annual Community History 
Days in June 2008.  Pennsylvania Cable 
Network and WQED have expressed 
interest in covering some of these 
events.” – www.clarion.edu

The Oct. 14 statehood centennial parade in Oklahoma City included  
a variety of floats – including this one dedicated to petroleum. 
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Oil 150 Documentary in Works 

The hour-long documentary, targeted to air in  
the spring of 2009, will be submitted to the  
Pennsylvania Public Television Network and  
to the Public Broadcasting Service. The Oil  
Region Alliance will own all rights and copy- 
rights for the program while WQED will be the  
exclusive license distributor.  

Jocelyn Hough will serve as executive producer  
and will work with Darryl Ford Williams, vice  
president of production for WQED Multimedia.  
Together, they have more than 50 years of local, national and international tele-
vision experience. WQED staff will perform all functions related to the research, 
determining the show storyline, interviewing, obtaining archival material, direct-
ing shoots, writing the show, directing the edit, and coordinating all ancillary 
materials. There will also be a shorter version of the program (for educational 
purposes) on DVDs, as well as a promotional spot to encourage scheduling of the 
one-hour program. 

The proposal from WQED was one of six proposals submitted by various 
production teams around the country. Initial funding for the production has been 
provided by the Pennsylvania Heritage Areas Program, the National Park Service, 
and the Petroleum History Institute.  Oil 150 is seeking additional sponsorships 
for the film. Information is available by calling (800) 483-6264, ext. 104. Learn 
more about the petroleum industry sesquicentennial at www.oil150.com. 

Founded in 1954 in Pittsburgh, 
WQED was the first community-
owned television station and 
became a production center
of national programs of the
Public Broadcasting Service. 

he Oil 150 celebration of the birth of the 
petroleum industry will include product- 
ion of a documentary. The Oil Region 

Alliance and the Oil 150 Steering Committee 
have chosen WQED, the Public Broadcasting 
Station in Pittsburgh, to research, script, produce, 
and distribute the as yet untitled program.  

In its proposal, WQED noted its production 
would be “a story of the American spirit, a story 
of exploration, ingenuity and development that 
opens a vital chapter in Pennsylvania’s history 
and in world events.” 

T

Texas Museum to Revive J.R. 

In 2008, a major Texas 
museum will celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the 
TV program “Dallas” 
with a special exhibition 

– although the museum has not yet 
named the exhibit.  

The Bob Bullock Texas State History 
Museum, Austin, seeks public input for 
naming the summer exhibit – “an explor-
ation of the international television hit 
that defined Texas and Texans for a 

generation.” The museum, which  also 
includes an Oil Tank Theater with video 
narrated by Walter Cronkite, is inviting 
the public to be part of the new “Dallas” 
exhibit “by revealing your favorite 
moments and ground-breaking cliff-
hangers” from thirteen seasons and three 
spin-off movies of J.R. Ewing and his 
family’s escapades. And, as the museum 
website asks: 

“Tell us what you would name the 
exhibit – the winning name will receive 
a free family membership to the 
museum.” – www.thestoryoftexas.com

Good Vibrations in Arkansas

Opened in 1986, the Arkansas Museum 
of Natural Resources is in the historic 
60-square-mile Smackover oilfield.  
Coming in January, Good Vibrations –  
a collection of innovative, inquiry-based 
exhibits developed and built especially 
for the Arkansas Discovery Network by 
the Exploratorium in San Francisco. 
“Through hands-on investigation, boys 
and girls of all ages will be engaged in 
learning about weather, sound, light, 
geology and motion.” – www.amnr.org.

Walker is Chief Roughneck

Beginning in 1955, the 
annual Chief Roughneck 
Award has recognized 
individuals “whose 
accomplishments and 
character best represent 
the highest ideals of the 
oil and natural gas  

industry.” On Nov. 8, John B. Walker, 
president and CEO of Enervest Manage-
ment Partners, Ltd., Houston, was named 
the 2007 Chief Roughneck during the 
annual meeting of the Independent 
Petroleum Association of America 
(IPAA) in San Antonio, Texas. Award-
ed by the Lone Star Steel Co., L.P., a 
subsidiary of United States Steel, the 
Chief Roughneck title symbolizes the 
leadership and integrity of those who 
have left their mark on the industry.  

Lufkin Donates Pumping Unit 

On Sept. 5, 
Lufkin In-
dustries,  

Inc., of Lufkin, Texas, donated a vintage 
1938 pumping unit to the Canadian 
Petroleum Discovery Centre, Devon, 
Canada. The occasion marked the launch 
of Canada’s first pumping unit training 
and maintenance school, which the 
centre will host.  

Canada celebrates the 150th anniversary 
of its first oil discovery next year. Lufkin 
celebrated its centennial in 2002. Begin-
ning as a small machine shop, the Lufkin 
Foundry manufactured railroad and 
sawmill equipment during the early 20th 
century. Led by W. C. Trout, Lufkin 
began producing oilfield pumping units, 
including the Trout counterbalanced unit 
pioneered in Hull, Texas, in 1925.   
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Expanding the Earth Sciences

he Society of Exploration Geo-
physicists (SEG) Geoscience 
Center in the SEG headquarters 

in Tulsa is a premier K-12 geosciences 
education center, as described in the  
June Petroleum Age. Efforts are now 
underway to repeat the center’s energy 
education success story in Houston. 

Longtime SEG member Tom Fulton is 
leading the charge to have the Tulsa 
Geoscience Center serve as a model for a 
new center – as part of a proposed Sugar 
Land, Texas, satellite museum of the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science. 

Fulton is gathering support from the 
geosciences community, including the 
Geophysical Society of Houston (GSH), 
the Houston Geological Society (HGS), 
and the Texas Bureau of Economic 
Geology (BEG), in addition to leading 
national industry organizations like SEG, 
the American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (AAPG) and the Society of 
Petroleum Engineers (SPE).  

Fulton says the Tulsa SEG Geoscience 
Center, directed by Susan Henley, sets  
an outstanding example for energy edu-
cation by utilizing active and retired 
geologist volunteers and student interns.  

“Students visiting the SEG center in 
Tulsa are introduced to geosciences 
mostly through hands-on geological 
activities,” explains Fulton, an active 
member of both the SEG Youth 

Education Committee and the GSH 
Museum Committee.  

“Such centers should be supported by the 
local community utilizing the greater 
volunteer pool from the local sections of 
the SEG, AAPG, SPE, and others,” adds 
Fulton. 

Fulton notes that a similar collaboration 
began in October, when the Delta Chapter 
of the American Petroleum Institute (API) 
worked with local organizations to form 
PIPE (Petroleum Industry Promoting 
Education) for the New Orleans area.   

Another recent initiative, the Houston 
Geoscience Day, is a joint effort of GSH 
and HGS. It now will be an annual event 
– thanks to a successful Sept. 7 premier at 
the Bureau of Economic Geology’s 
Houston Research Center.  

“This one-day event is for people new to 
the industry,” Fulton says. “Presentations 
on seismic acquisition, potential field and 
land positional surveying demonstrations, 
and other activities provide attendees an 
overview of work in areas other than their 
own. As a vote of confidence, several 
companies made Geoscience Day part of 
their official new-hire training program.”  

Finally, Fulton recently organized a 
Living Legends booth during the Sept. 
23-27 SEG International Exposition and 
77th Annual Meeting in San Antonio. The 
booth had unusual artifacts, he says. 

Les Denham (far right), vice president of Interactive Interpretation and Training, Inc., 
spoke at the Sept. 7 Geoscience Day at the Bureau of Economic Geology’s Houston 
Research Center. The Bureau of Economic Geology was established in 1909 as a 
successor to the Texas Geological Survey and the Texas Mineral Survey. Today, led 
by Director Scott Tinker, the bureau functions as a research unit of the University of 
Texas at Austin, the State Geological Survey, and the regional lead organization for 
the Petroleum Technology Transfer Council.

In addition to geoscience exhibits, it 
brought together industry veterans – 
Fulton refers to them as “living artifacts” 
– and young professionals to share 
experiences. The attendee response was 
very encouraging, he says, helping to add 
momentum for a new Geoscience Center 
as part of a Houston Museum of Natural 
Science satellite museum.  

Haynie Stringer of GSH concludes, “I did 
not realize that Tom had bigger plans 
when he asked if I could spend some of 
my ‘valuable’ retirement time helping 
with the GSH Museum Committee.  

“Two years later, I am still on that 
museum committee, but am also Second 
Vice President of GSH, chaired a 
committee of great volunteers to put on 
Houston’s first Geoscience Day, and am 
involved in discussions for starting a 
Houston Museum of Natural Science 
branch in Sugar Land.”  

T

Students visiting the SEG Geoscience 

Center in Tulsa are introduced to geo-

sciences through hands-on geological 

activities, says Tom Fulton, who believes 

the center has developed techniques that 

would benefit Houston programs. 

Another recent initiative, the Houston 

Geoscience Day, is a joint effort of  

GSH and HGS. It now will be an

annual event. 



he Oil and Gas Museum in Parkersburg is developing the 
“West Virginia Oil, Gas & Civil War Heritage District” to 
celebrate the birth of the nation’s oil industry as well as 

related Civil War activities, according to museum Director David 
L. McKain. The anchor for the new district will be the Oil and 
Gas Museum in Parkersburg. The district will encompass: 

Burning Springs, seven miles from Elizabeth in Wirt  
County (where an oil park is already in place)  
Palestine Lock and Dam site, Wirt County  
Big Bend Rebel Civil War site, Calhoun County  
Oil Rock, off Standing Stone Creek in Wirt County, a 
boomtown following the Civil War 
California, located on the Hughes River three miles past 
Freeport in Wirt County 
Ritchie Mines, north of McFarlan in Ritchie County 
Petroleum, located in Ritchie County 
Volcano, in Wood County, 20 miles from Parkersburg on  
U. S. Route 50  

According to McKain, these eight historic sites are located less 
than 30 miles east of Parkersburg on the Burning Springs 
geological anticline. 

The Oil and Gas Museum in downtown Parkersburg has 
developed the historical context for the district with displays and 
artifacts from each location. McKain has authored two books, 

artlesville, Okla., community leaders unveiled plans and 
broke ground on a new Discovery One Park on Sept. 14. A 
$1.3 million visitor center and interactive exhibit will be 

built at the site of Nellie Johnstone No. 1 – the state’s first oil 
well (Sept. 2005 Petroleum Age).

“We want this site to represent the pioneer spirit, the entrepre-
neurship, the inventors, the tenacity of the people who have built 
Oklahoma’s greatest industry,” said Julie Daniels, city councilor 
and former Bartlesville mayor who also is a member of the 
Bartlesville Area History Museum Trust Authority.

The focal point of the site will be a fully operating recreation of 
the cable-tool drilling rig used to drill the state’s first commercial 
well in 1897. The derrick will include a gusher that spews water 
more than 80 feet in a simulation of the oil gusher that sparked 
the state’s first oil boom.  

The site will include a new visitor center to explain how oil was 
discovered in Oklahoma – and how the industry has transformed 
the state. A “Path of Petroleum Pioneers” is being designed as a 
walking tour highlighting the individuals and Oklahoma-based 
companies that helped build the oil and natural gas industry.  

“There’s a lot of not only Bartlesville, but state and national 
petroleum history events anchored with people and companies 
associated with Bartlesville,” said local executive Daniel B. 
Droege, who is on the monument committee. “That’s never been 
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West Virginia Heritage District 

Where It all Began and The Civil War and Northwestern 

Virginia, which provide a detailed research base for developing 
each site. Each site in the West Virginia Oil, Gas & Civil War 
Heritage District will have its own park on historic land con-
nected with the beginnings of the petroleum industry. 

Each district location will have educational materials such as de-
scriptive stands, videos, shelters, replica forts and collections of 
artifacts, including pumping units and other equipment.  
– From http://www.little-mountain.com/oilandgasmuseum/ 

T

Nellie Johnstone’s Makeover 

told in a single place like this. The earlier displays were focused 
only on the well itself. That is very important, but we also wanted 
to include all the other petroleum innovations developed here and 
spread around the industry.”  

The full site is expected to open by the end of 2008, if the group 
can raise the $1.3 million needed. About $581,000 has been raised 
so far, including a $150,000 gift from the Oklahoma Centennial 
Foundation. – From www.NewsOK.com

The West Virginia Oil, Gas & Civil War Heritage District sites will include 
descriptive stands, videos, shelters, artifacts, and replica forts.

“We also wanted to include all the other petroleum 

innovations developed here and spread around the 

industry.”

A new derrick, visitor center and energy education exhibits will replace 
the cable-tool derrick erected in 1963 in Bartlesville, Okla.

B
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IOGCC Chairman’s Awards

The American Oil & Gas Historical 
Society (AOGHS) received honorable 
mention in the energy education 
category of the 2007 Chairman’s 
Stewardship Awards sponsored by the 
Interstate Oil and Gas Compact 
Commission (IOGCC).

The Oklahoma City-based commission 
recognized five projects demonstrating 
superior environmental stewardship at 
its Sept. 24 annual meeting in New 
Orleans. Established in 1935, IOGCC is 
as a multi-state government agency that 
promotes the conservation and efficient 
recovery of domestic energy resources 
while protecting health, safety, and the 
environment.  

The annual Chairman’s Stewardship 
Awards recognized organizations that 
have exceeded expectations protecting 
the environment. The nominations 
included four categories: large com-
pany, small company, environmental 
partnership and energy education.  

The award for energy education was 
given to two organizations this year: the 
Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce and 
the Michigan Oil and Gas Producers 
Education Foundation (MOGPEF).  

The Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce 
Barnett Shale Expo was conceived to 
educate the public on how natural gas 
exploration could benefit the area. 
MOGPEF is a nonprofit organization 
established to assist the Michigan Oil 
and Gas Association and others in the 
industry in developing educational 
projects and programs. 

Oil Museum Named Historic

In California, the Orange County 
Historical Commission has named the 
Olinda Oil Museum and Trail as an 
official historic location. The museum – 
a 12-acre site dedicated to Brea’s early 
days as an oil boomtown – will receive 
a plaque, expected to be dedicated in 

early 2008. There is an indoor museum 
with antique photos and artifacts, an 
outside yard displaying tools and 
vehicles used for drilling oil and a two-
mile walking trail.  

The Olinda Oil Museum and Trail is at 
4025 Santa Fe Road in Brea. The 
museum is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. – www.OCRegister.com

West Virginia Festival Award 

Samuel Ameri, an 
engineering professor at 
West Virginia University, 
was named the 2007 Oil 
and Gas Man of the Year 
during the 39th annual  

West Virginia Oil and Gas Festival in 
Sistersville, Sept. 13-16. Ameri is chair 
of the Department of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Engineering in the College 
of Engineering and Mineral Resources.  

Ameri received the annual award on 
Sept. 15 – and served as grand marshal 
of the festival parade. The Independent 
Oil and Gas Association of West 
Virginia, Inc. nominated Ameri for the 
award, according to Barbara Vincent, 
secretary-treasurer of the festival’s 
board of directors. 

MMS Ocean Energy Booklet 

Among the U.S. 
Department of the 
Interior’s Minerals 
Management Service 
(MMS) science-based 
educational resources, 
the “Ocean Energy” 
booklet is popular  

with the education community and the 
general public. 

Originally developed for teachers and 
students, the publication has been 
featured at National Science Teachers 
Association conferences and many state 
and local education events.  

MMS education partner, the National 
Energy Education Development 
(NEED) Project, also includes the 
booklet as part of its national K-12 
education program. The booklet is 
available on the agency’s website.  
– www.mms.gov/mmskids 

Houston Museum Donation 

Houston philanthropist Dan Duncan’s 
family has given $25 million to help the 
Houston Museum of Natural Science 
build a new wing. The donation, made 
in late October, is among the largest in 
the museum’s history.  

Duncan is the founder and chairman of 
Enterprise Products, an energy services 
provider. The $25 million fulfills almost 
one-third of the $85 million goal the 
museum has established to build a new 
wing that will include 5,000 square feet 
of exhibition space, a paleontology hall 
and new classrooms for the 500,000 
students who visit the museum each 
year. – Houston Chronicle

New North Texas Resource

A newly established Barnett Shale 
Energy Education Council (BSEEC) 
launched a website on Nov. 1 to provide 
North Texas residents a central point for 
information about drilling, leasing, 
safety, the environment and natural gas.  

The nonprofit foundation, formed at the 
request of Fort Worth Mayor Mike 
Moncrief, is supported by eight of the 
largest gas drilling companies operating 
in the Barnett Shale, a vast natural gas 
reserve in the area.  

BSEEC named Ed Ireland, a former 
professor and head of the department of 
economics at Clemson University, as 
executive director. “Our goal is to 
provide the community a central point 
of factual information about everything 
related to Barnett Shale as natural gas 
exploration and production evolve 
through the years,” he noted. The Fort 
Worth Chamber of Commerce is 
assisting the education effort, providing 
office space and administrative support.  

The Barnett Shale encompasses more 
than 5,000 square miles in North Texas. 
It may be the largest onshore natural gas 
field in the country, containing an 
estimated 26 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas. The nation’s natural gas and 
natural liquid gas reserves were up as 
much as 3.8 percent in 2006 compared 
to 2005, while crude oil reserves fell 3.6 
percent, according to reports from the 
Energy Information Administration. 
– wwwbseec.org



new “Traveling Field Trip” energy education exhibit 
made its debut last August at the DuQuoin Illinois State 
Fair, according to Charles Williams, executive director 

of the Illinois Petroleum Resources Board (IPRB). 

The Exhibit, free to any school or special event in the state, 
features working models of oil and natural gas equipment with 
learning stations that students explore to find energy information, 
Williams explains. Students can learn how petroleum is formed, 
and where and how it is found, produced and refined.  

“The exhibit helps accomplish one of 

IPRB’s goals of increasing awareness 

about the Illinois oil and natural gas  

industry. It also encourages students to excel in math 

and science,” explains Charles Williams. 

“Students also discover how oil and natural gas contribute to the 
thousands of products that affect their quality of life – and the 
many diverse career opportunities available in the industry,” adds 
Williams. The IPRB traveling exhibit, which replaces a smaller 
trailer used since 2003, is booked solid through the spring school 
schedule, March through May.  

At the request of teachers and principals throughout Illinois, 
IPRB Office Manager, Nancy Karch is scheduling into fall 2008. 
The target audience for the exhibit is 4th to 8th grade students,  
but it also has features for adults and students of all ages. Each 
year about 25,000 individuals participate with the “Traveling 
Field Trip,” Williams notes. 

IPRB also provides funding and expertise in the reclamation and 
restoration of abandoned oilfield sites in Illinois. These restorat-
ion projects fulfill another goal of IPRB – to restore land 
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previously used for oil and gas production back to commercial, 
agricultural, or recreational use for current landowners.  

In addition, IPRB works with the University of Illinois and the 
State Geological Survey to provide funding and guidance to 
digitize well logs, which will preserve these records for future 
generations. IPRB is a 12-member board representing the Illinois 
oil and gas industry and royalty owners. IPRB programs are 
funded from an industry check-off assessment. Nearly 100 per-
cent of Illinois producers and royalty owners participate  
in this voluntary assessment. – www. iprb.org

A

Illinois Energy on Tour 

Illinois oil and natural gas producers helped fund an energy education 
trailer that will reach more than 25,000 students by the end of 2008. 

Traveling Technology Exhibit

The Interactive Tech-
nology Exhibit of the  
American Petroleum  

Institute (API) is a large mobile display 
highlighting the technologies used by oil 
and natural gas companies for finding 
and producing resources – and reducing 
environmental impact. The technologies 
include 3-D/4-D visualization (seismic 
imaging), directional drilling and deep-

water drill ships. The state-of-the-art ex-
hibit includes four static 12-foot panels 
and four interactive kiosks.   

The technology displays, including 
computer programs designed for students 
and adults, are modular to fit different 
spaces. Their themes are part of an API 
initiative “to deliver energy security for 
future generations” by focusing public 
attention on three priorities: 

Efficiency – continue to improve petro-
leum industry efficiency, and encourage 
efficiency in other industries and by the 
American people. Technology – invest in 
advanced energy technologies that allow 
the development of resources cleanly and 
responsibly.  Diversity – increase the 
diversity of U.S. oil and natural gas 

supplies, both at home and around the 
world. – www.api.org

Earth Science Success Story

Record numbers of people gained new 
awareness of the geosciences through the 
10th annual Earth Science Week, Oct. 14-
20, sponsored by the American Geo-
logical Institute. More than two million 
people worldwide learned about earth 
science through promotions, education 
efforts, or media coverage, according to 
one preliminary estimate. Events cele-
brated the 2007 theme “The Pulse of 
Earth Science” by encouraging students, 
teachers, and the public to take stock of 
many advancements made in the 
geosciences during the last decade. –
www.earthsciweek.org.  



AOGHS Spotlight: Wildcatter Board Game

The game has been around for several decades. Its popularity seems to rise and fall with oil prices, notes at least one  
gift shop owner. Wildcatter, the “Authentic Oil & Gas Exploration Game,” today has a loyal following of players  
– and an educational aspect, since the drilling success ratios, drilling depths, costs and monthly production figures are 
taken from the real world. The game fascinated DFW Genesis Energy Group, Inc., of Fort Worth enough to buy the 
rights. “It’s a good game for people who are connected with the oil and gas industry, but it’s also good for people who 
are not directly involved in the business but who are dependent on energy to power their automobiles, and heat their 
homes,” explained one industry executive in a Fort Worth Star Telegram article, which also noted that specialty 

gift retailers and tourist destinations do especially well with the game. The Butler County History Center & Kansas Oil Museum in El 
Dorado, Kan., carries Wildcatter in its Gusher Gift Shoppe ($31.95). “We carry other games, but it’s popular here probably because it’s 
the only oil and gas industry-themed board game we have in our store,” said Lisa Cooley, the museum’s curator of education. “We’ve
had to reorder a number of times.” Visit http://kansasoilmuseum.org

AOGHS 

1201 15
th

 Street, NW, Suite 300 

Washington, DC  20005 

Support energy education programs! Become a member and help us promote the community resources of oil and gas 
museums, county historical societies and individuals dedicated to preserving petroleum’s wildcatting heritage. All annual 
members receive four issues of this newsletter. To join AOGHS, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization, mail this form with 
payment to AOGHS, 1201 15th St., NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20005, or fax it to (202) 857-4799. Questions? Call 
(202) 857-4785. Help make a difference in energy education. Federal Tax ID: 52-184-9282.

____   NEW    ____   RENEWAL     ____   GIFT   Provide recipient information; we will include a letter acknowledging your gift. 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Student     $50 

Annual     $75 

Patron       $200-$999

Benefactor           $1,000 & Above 

Name ___________________________________________________  Title _______________________________________________________ 

Company/Organization ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City  _________________________________________________  State _____________  Zip Code  ___________________________________ 

Phone  ______________________________________________  Email  __________________________________________________________ 

    Credit Card Payment :  Please check the appropriate credit card:              __ Visa    __ MasterCard   __ American Express

Credit Card No. __________________________________________________________        Expiration Date (MM/YY) ______/_______ 

Name as appears on card: ________________________________________       Signature: _______________________________________ 

     Please Make a Tax-Deductible Donation! 

                Join at www.aoghs.org

Change of address? Please check here ____ 
and send us your new address. 


