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Deep “Fishing”  
 
Retrieving obstructions from 
deep in a well’s borehole – 
“fishing” – has tormented oilmen 
since 1859, when the first tool 
stuck at 134 feet in Pennsylvania. 
In 1974, the Bertha Rogers No. 1 
drill stem sheared, leaving 4,111 
feet of pipe and the drill bit stuck 
almost six miles downhole. A 
“fishing” expert was called in. 
Page 7 

Arkansas’ Smackover Oil Museum 
 
Nationwide attention focused on south Arkansas in the 
1920s when the Smackover field was ranked first among 
the nation’s oilfields. Summer visitors to the Arkansas 
Museum of Natural Resources outside Smackover, Ark., 
can stroll along an early 1900s boomtown street and visit 
the local newspaper, supply store, cafe and theater. 
Admission is free. Page 15 
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Discover Panhandle-Plains Museum 
 
Summer programs educate school children at the Panhandle-
Plains Historical Museum in Canyon, Texas. A summer camp 
includes giving children real artifacts to create their own 
exhibit. West Texas A&M University students are scanning a 
database of 1,000 photographs. The Don D. Harrington 
Petroleum Wing describes the oil boom years in the Texas 
Panhandle during the 1920s and 1930s.  Page 13 

Symposium Brings in Oil Education 
 
Energy education partnerships resulted from three days of 
expert panel discussions, historical presentations and two 
fieldtrips in the heart of the Mid-Continent oil patch. The 
April 20-23 gathering included sharing strategies to bring 
greater results in educating the public (especially students) 
about the science behind the oil industry.  Page 8

Sweet History in Oil City 
 
Milton Hershey wasn’t an oilman, but 
his father was. Milk chocolate made 
Milton the fortune that Henry 
Hershey had tried (and failed) to find 
in Pennsylvania’s earliest oilfields.  
Page 14 

History Awards Banquet 
 
A special group of people attended the 
April 21 awards banquet in Wichita, 
Kan. It was a gathering of those who 
share a belief in preserving America’s 
oil and gas heritage – and recognizing 
pioneers who help make it, including 
publisher Cookie Cookson.  Page 11 
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A sincere “thank you” to everyone who attended, participated and sponsored 
the Oil History Symposium in Kansas, especially my Petroleum History Institute 
co-host, Larry Skelton of the Kansas Geological Survey. Such a gathering was 
historic in itself, and feedback has been very positive – with talk of even more 
partnerships for a similar conference next year.  
 
Sharing energy education strategies cannot come too soon. Findings of the 
Program for International Student Assessment show that in the category of 
science literacy, U.S. 15-year-olds ranked below 21 countries, including Iceland, 
Poland and Hungary.   
 
This historical society offers teachers a new resource for educating students 
about the science and technology behind the exploration and production 
industry. Our programs, increasingly in cooperation with state energy education 
efforts, focus on the alarming number of young people with little or no 
knowledge of how the industry works.  
 
Today, more people recognize that the industry’s historic social, economic and 
scientific accomplishments provide a context for educators teaching the complex 
business of meeting America’s energy needs. Teaching the evolution of oilfield 
technologies and the pioneers behind them is fundamental to the AOGHS 
network of oil museums, historians and energy educators. We all share the same 
energy education vision. One result is that this quarterly newsletter is becoming 
more widely known, read and respected.  
 
Equally important (and in most cases also in need of funding), community oil 
and gas museums are hosting summer fieldtrips for K-12 students. However, 
directors and volunteers tell me that even in the 33 oil and gas producing states, 
most students have far too little knowledge of the industry’s social science and 
economics.  
 
There remains much to be done.  – Bruce Wells 

 
 
 

A young visitor – perhaps a future 
roughneck, geologist or petroleum engineer 
– bounds downstairs toward an oil wagon on 
display in the new, two-floor petroleum 
exhibit at the Oklahoma History Center in 
Oklahoma City.  
 
A recent invitation to speak in Amarillo, 
Texas, (generously funded by the Pan-
handle Producers & Royalty Owners 
Association) allowed AOGHS to make new 
contacts with many of Oklahoma's energy 
education programs – and with curators at 
oilfield museums in Canyon, Borger, Pampa, 
McLean and Panhandle, Texas. The story 
from a visit to the oil museum in Elk City, 
Okla., is on page six. 
 

 
Editor’s Desk 
 

A Context for Energizing Students  
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ublic education programs of the Oklahoma Energy 
Resources Board (OERB) have set the standard for 
other state programs – and sharing outreach strategies 
will bring even greater results, according panelists 

at the opening session of the American Oil & Gas Historical 
Society’s program at the April 20-23 Oil History Symposium in 
Wichita and El Dorado, Kansas.  
 
Established in 1993, OERB represents the first state oil and 
natural gas “check off” program (funded by oil and natural gas 
producers), and lessons learned in Oklahoma offer opportunities 
for other public education programs, noted Gayla Wright, OERB 
core energy program coordinator.  
 
Agreeing with her April 20 assessment were energy education 
panelists from Kansas, Ohio, Texas and Washington, DC. The 
symposium was a joint conference of AOGHS and the Oil City, 
Pa.-based Petroleum History Institute. 
 
OERB continues to make tremendous strides in improving the 
industry’s image and reestablishing credibility with the public, said 
Ed Cross, executive director of the Kansas Independent Oil and 
Gas Association (KIOGA). KIOGA’s own effort for increasing 
energy education has resulted in Gov. Kathleen Sebelius recently 
signing a bill creating the Kansas Petroleum Education and 
Marketing Act. The legislation establishes the Kansas Oil and Gas 
Resources Board to coordinate public energy education.  
 
Other successful education strategies came from Rhonda Reda, 
executive director, Ohio Oil and Gas Energy Education Program 
(OOGEEP), established in 1998. Reda described variations of 
Ohio’s “energy farmers” education approach, teacher workshops, 
science fairs -- and the popular “Oilfield Emergency Response 
Program” with Ohio firefighters.  
 
Additional symposium panelists included Pat French, president of 
the newly established Foundation for Energy Education, 

Local Kansas newspaper coverage of the April 20-23 education 
sessions and field trips included articles in the Wichita Eagle and 
Neodesha Derrick (above), and the El Dorado Times.  
 

Houston; and Rebecca Dobbins, senior associate, American 
Petroleum Institute (API), Washington, DC. The Texas energy 
education effort was initiated by the Texas Alliance of Energy 
Producers last year, according to French.  
 
On April 22, API’s Dobbins explained the focus of her 
“Classroom Energy” program, a K-8 curriculum that includes 
“Energy and Society,” created with Project Learning Tree (PLT) 
to improve students’ retention of energy-related lessons. The 
interactive (and fun) PLT approach was later demonstrated by Al 
Stenstrup, director of curriculum programs, during a Museum 
Education Strategies program at the Kansas Oil Museum. 
 
Symposium attendees were from across the country, including 
Houston, Midland and Wichita Falls, Texas; Parkersburg, W. Va.; 
Meadville and Oil City, Pa.; Denver, Colo.; and Farmington, N.M.  
"I thank all of these experts for coming to Kansas to support the 
society’s mission on behalf of oilfield history education," said 
AOGHS Executive Director Bruce Wells.  
 
“As one attendee noted, our industry often bemoans the public’s 
poor understanding of what is necessary to meet the ever 
increasing demand for energy. The speakers, education events 
and fieldtrips were most welcomed efforts in addressing this 
important subject,” he noted.  
 
Wells hopes to organize a second energy education gathering with 
even greater focus on community museums, education strategies 
and teacher workshops. Oklahoma’s centennial events, oil 
museums, and historical and professional societies make it an 
excellent candidate for reuniting oil museum directors.   

Oil History Symposium Panel 
 

ENERGY EDUCATORS 

Energy education experts shared strategies during a unique Oil 
History Symposium session on April 20. They came from across 
the country: Ed Cross, Kansas; Rhonda Reda, Ohio; Rebecca 
Dobbins, Washington, DC; Gayla Wright, Oklahoma; and Pat 
French, Texas. More symposium news begins on page 8. 
 

P 
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New trail signs have 
been added to the 
Olinda Historic 
Museum and Park 
in Orange County, 
Calif. Exhibits 
include the Olinda 
Oil Well No. 1, drilled 
in 1897, a field 
office, a jack- line 
pump building and 

a storage vault some believe was once used as a jail during 
Southern California’s oil boom. The Olinda Historic Museum and 
Park is working on interior and exterior displays telling the story of 
the geological and historical significance of the area, as well as the 
importance of the oil industry to the development of Southern 
California. California State Park Rangers open the site to the public 
on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays. Address: 4025 Santa Fe 
Road, Brea, CA. Phone: (714) 572-0182. Admission is free. 
 

Since June of last year, 
a new building has 
housed the Gaston 
Museum in Joinerville, 
Texas, replacing nearby 
White’s Snack Shop 
(left), “which served us 
well from 1996 and still 
hosts special events,” 
notes Curator Barbara 
Barton, who was among 

those leading the community effort to establish the museum in 1993. The 
snack shop and an adjacent 1931 service station remain the only business 
buildings in Joinerville from the 1930s boomtown days, adds Membership 
director Joanne Rosamond. The museum hosted events and tours in 
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the East Texas Oilfield last year. A third 
building nearby is the only known surviving oilfield “tent house,” where 
museum visitors may step back in time and see how people lived during 
the 1930 oil boom, Barton says. 
 

A popular “Oil Valley” souvenir in Oil City, Pa., used to be a glass bottle 
shaped like an oil derrick and filled with Pennsylvania-grade crude oil. 
Now molds for the items have been rediscovered and given to a local 
agency that may start producing the items again, according to the Oil 
City Derrick. The Oil Region Alliance, the economic development and 
tourism agency for Venango County, has come across a pair of custom 
metal molds once used to produce miniature glass bottles shaped like oil 
derricks. Sized at one-ounce each, the four-sided bottles contained 
Pennsylvania oil and were a popular Oil Valley souvenir. The containers, 
manufactured locally, were packaged as mementos by the Drake Well 
Museum for many years. That promotion stopped about 1990 when the 
glass company closed and the two molds used to create the derrick 
likeness went missing. 

Seminole Gusher Days Ends 25-Year Reign  
 
An annual “Gusher Days” festival – held the first weekend of 
June for 25 years in Seminole, Oklahoma – has been cancelled by 
the city’s Chamber of Commerce, according to a Chamber 
spokesperson. Events that in 2005 (above) included a parade, car 
and tractor show and three days of entertainment will be replaced 
by events planned later this summer for the city’s centennial.  
 
However, oil history related educational activities took place June 
10 at the city’s Oklahoma Oil Museum, according to Director 
Evelyn Hammond. An annual festival at the museum in October 
will also continue, she said. 

Located east of Oklahoma City just off of Interstate 40, 
Seminole has a rich oilfield history that is chronicled at the oil 
museum. Downtown Seminole roads are still paved with red 
bricks from the 1930s that were laid down during the best of the 
oil boom days. A 1923 discovery well near Wewoka, the county 
seat of Seminole County, ignited a boom that would lead to the 
discovery of many other fields in adjacent towns.  
 
According to the Seminole Producer, (which provided the cartoon), 
“Some Seminole County residents were confused recently by 
announcements in other media that said Gusher Days was still 
on the calendar. Seminole’s annual festival, though, is not 
scheduled to take place in 2006. Though the wooden signs along 
the highways entering town still announce the event, it’s been 
called off. The Chamber of Commerce chose instead to focus 
on the celebration of Seminole’s 100th birthday.  
 
Chamber activities on July 4 will kick off the centennial 
celebrations, and the Seminole Centennial Committee has other 
events planned for the last weekend in August. Seminole 
became a town in 1906, one year before Oklahoma’s statehood. 
The town remained small until the late 1920s and early ‘30s 
when oil was discovered It’s still unclear whether Gusher Days 
will be re-convened in 2007.”   

Will the annual oil and gas 
festival return to Seminole, 
Oklahoma? 
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OIL PATCH CARTOONS IN MIDLAND

A new exhibit of oil-related 
cartoons is a milestone in 
the 30-year history of the 
Petroleum Museum, 
according to Kathy 
Shannon, executive director 
of the Midland, Texas, 
museum. “The exhibit is the 
first ever hailing from our 
own Archives Center,” she 
said, noting that it was the 
idea of Archivist Amy 
Hooker.   

 
Predominately published 
during the World War II era 
and featured in Drilling  

magazine, the extensive selection of 
cartoons will “take guests through the 
not-always-so-humorous story of oil 
and gas in America.”  

 
The exhibit features a selection of 
work by Permian Basin cartoon artist 
Norman Johnson, Shannon added. 
“With a characteristic combination of 
pride, optimism, wit and candor that 
is absolutely West Texan, this local 
favorite has made us chuckle in spite 
of ourselves over the years.”  

  
Roughnecks & Oil Derricks: Good “Oil” 
Humor, includes works of Johnson, a 
Midland artist who has drawn 
cartoons since 1987. Located in the 
museum’s three-room gallery, it is 
open through October 1. “We went 
to Norman, who we feel is the main 
draw,” Shannon said, noting that he 
has worked with the museum on 
projects like the “Safe-T Turtle” 
mascot. “It’s one of those ideas that 
gets better and better.” Johnson, she 
added, “has a wonderful grasp of  

how people perceive the industry that hits home for those of us so involved and so 
immersed in the industry.”  
 
For his part, Johnson said he was very surprised when the museum called about the 
exhibit. “I thought it would be just one or two, and it kept growing. All of a sudden 
I’m framing 64 cartoons and doing a mural,” he said. He recalled being asked when 
his first “Oil Bidness” cartoon was published, if he thought he could come up with 
enough ideas for a sustained series of cartoons. Basically, he said, “it does itself.”  
 
Although the exhibit has only been open a short time, Shannon said the reaction so 
far has been “Wonderful. Norman is so well known, so well loved, we get great 
comments on having it," she said.  
 
After all, she concluded, “everyone needs humor in their lives.” – From an article by 
Mella McEwen, Oil Editor, Midland Reporter-Telegram, April 23. Cartoons are courtesy of the 
Petroleum Museum, Midland. 

Petition Seeks U.S. Oil Stamp 
 
Pennsylvania’s Oil Region Alliance of 
Business, Industry & Tourism, Oil City, and 
the Drake Well Museum, Titusville, have 
launched an effort to have the U.S. Postal 
Service issue a commemorative stamp 
(1859-2009) recognizing the nation’s first 
commercial oil discovery by “Colonel” 
Edwin Drake. They are circulating the 
required petition among industry 
organizations as part of several programs of 
the newly established “Oil 150 Committee,” 
which AOGHS co-chairs.  

The group includes representatives of Rep. 
John E. Peterson (R-Pa.), who will seek 
legislation for the sesquicentennial to 
receive federal commission status. Lois 
McElwee is the Oil 150 coordinator (phone: 
814-677-3152, ext. 104). Together, we hope 
the industry will participate in planning 
events to raise awareness of the historic 
contributions of all producing states.  
 

Promoting Oldest Production 
 

Pennsylvania’s McClintock No. 1 Well, 
designated by the National Park Service as 
an American Treasure, represents thousands 
of U.S. stripper wells that provide almost 30 
percent of American production. In 
continuous production since 1861, the well 
is an important part of the nation’s 
exploration and production history – and 
helps tell the story of the oil industry, 
according to Marilyn Black, vice president 
for Heritage Development for the Oil 
Region Alliance in Oil City. AOGHS wrote 
in support of a grant application by the 
Friends of Drake Well Inc. to the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources to create interpretive 
displays for McClintock’s historic well.  
 

Woolaroc Museum’s “KidsFest” 
 
The Woolaroc Museum and Wildlife 
Preserve hosted its 16th annual “Kidsfest” 
festival June 24 and 25. The event “teaches 
Oklahoma heritage in a fun atmosphere.” 
Woolaroc was the country home of the late 
Frank Phillips, the oilman who founded the 
Phillips Petroleum Company. The name 
“Woolaroc” is derived from the woods, 
lakes, and rocks that make up the rolling 
Osage Hills of northeast Oklahoma where 
Woolaroc is located. The 36,000 acres that 
now comprise Woolaroc is home to more 
than 700 wild animals and over 10,000 
works of art and artifacts. Woolaroc is 
located 12 miles southwest of Bartlesville on 
State Highway 123. 
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Collection Gets Wyoming Home 
 
The historical society manages inquiries 
from news media seeking industry back-
ground. The Society is also frequently con-
tacted about historic production statistics, 
photographs – and often for information 
about old oil company stock certificates.  
 
Increasingly, AOGHS is sought for advice 
about placing collections and artifacts. The 
son of the late Herbert Griffin Jr. contacted 
the Society to see if an appropriate home 
could be found for documents from his 
father’s oilfield career in Wyoming, Utah, 
Colorado, and other states.  
 
The Griffin papers, diaries and photographs 
could be useful to anyone doing serious 
research into the history of petroleum. The 
photographs alone date from the 1930s to 
the 1980s (undated example from Aneth, 
Utah, above), although a trained archivist 
will have to make proper determinations.  
 
After further research, AOGHS contacted 
Mark A. Greene, director of the University 
of Wyoming’s American Heritage Center, 
Laramie, about the historical papers of Mr. 
Griffin, a member of the Rocky Mountain 
Petroleum Pioneers. Below is the response 
from Greene: 
 
Dear Mr. Wells, what a wonderful surprise to 
receive your email. We would indeed be glad to 
receive Mr. Griffin’s papers!  You may send them to 
me at the address below. We would welcome 
receiving contact information for Mr. Griffin’s son, 
as well, and if appropriate a copy of the letter he sent 
to AOGHS accompanying the archival material, 
all for our records and so as to thank the son for his 
donation. If you have any questions, please let me 
know. Sincerely, Mark A. Greene, Director, 
American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming, 
P.O. Box 3924, Laramie, WY  82071 
 

The University of Wyoming’s American Heritage 
Center will soon add a collection of the papers 
and photographs of the late Herbert Griffin Jr.,    
a Rocky Mountain Petroleum Pioneer. 

On famous Route 66, Oklahoma’s Anadarko Basin Museum of Natural History
in Elk City is housed in the shuttered Casa Grande Hotel, built in 1928 and 
today listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Outside stands a 
massive Parker Drilling Co. rig, No. 114 (top). The rotary rig’s size and Main 
Street location attracts tourists every summer, says museum President John West 
(above), who founded the museum in 1986 with the help of local independent 
oil and gas producers.  
 
Today, the oil museum is closed – because of a lack of funding for exhibits, even 
those about some of the world’s deepest wells (including the Bertha Rogers No. 
1, see article on opposite page). West, a long-time oil and gas lease broker in the 
area, says the 181-foot-tall Parker rig is easily visible to the frequent travelers 
driving between Oklahoma City and Amarillo, Texas, on the old Route 66. West 
remains a historian of the nation’s “Mother Road.” He hopes to someday 
reopen his oil museum at the Case Grande, which also hosted the 1931 National 
Route 66 Convention. 

The Anadarko Basin is 
one of the world’s most 
important petroleum areas 
– and has the most wells 
drilled below 20,000 feet. 
The drilling rig on display 
in Elk City, Okla., is 
among the tallest in the 
world. It once drilled a 
world-record nuclear test 
hole in Alaska’s Aleutian 
Islands that was 10-feet 
wide and 4,500 deep.  

Elk City 
Derrick 
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The Early Days of Fishing for Lost Cable Tools 
 
The challenge of retrieving obstructions from deep in a well’s 
borehole – “fishing” – has tormented oilmen since the first tool 
stuck irretrievably at 134 feet and ruined oilman John Grandin’s 
well spudded just four days after the famous 1859 discovery by 
“Colonel” Edwin Drake in Titusville, Pa. (see “First Dry Hole” 
article in December 2005 issue of the Petroleum Age).  
 
Fishing technology has made great advances since those early 
days, but “making hole” efficiently is as critical to a company’s 
success today as it was 147 years ago. Science builds upon the 
lessons of the past, as the search for oil goes on into more 
challenging environments than ever before. Long before the 
advent of rotary drilling, seismography, and a host of other 
inventions, the search for oil was less science and more art.   
 
In the early days of percussion drilling, the heavy cable tool 
assembly could sometimes get jammed in the borehole and could 
no longer be repeatedly lifted and dropped. At a cable tool rig 
(see sepia-toned photograph), the fishing tools at the oilman’s 
feet are 3½-inch iron, each 20 feet in length and weighing 500 
pounds. To fish for stuck tools, these poles were lowered in well, 
armed at their end with a “die” with a left-hand thread cut in it. 
This die fit over the end of the stuck tool, tapered inward slightly, 
and when turned to the left, cut a thread on the cable tool.  
 
In the photograph’s foreground, the large wheel with the square 
hub received the uppermost fishing pole. A rope was wound 
around this large wheel’s rim and led to the “bull wheel” shaft.  
The bull wheel, driven by the well’s drilling engine, exerted a 
tremendous strain on the assembled poles. Since that strain was 
always to the left, the die gradually cut a thread in the stuck cable 
tool. One of the cable tool sections would eventually yield, 

unscrew, and be removed. The operation repeated until the 
lowest piece was reached. A “spud” was then employed. 
 
The iron tool leaning against the large wheel above is a spud and 
is made to spud, or “spear” around the stuck tool. This process 
would loosen the sand in which the cable tools had become 
stuck. Once this was done, the freed cable tool could be raised by 
a “grab” tool made for especially for this purpose and drilling 
could be resumed. A tool or obstruction that could not be freed 
might completely ruin the well before it reached oil – which is 
what happened to John Grandin in 1859.  
 
 

Editor’s Note – The Dept. of Labor offers 
a description of today’s “Oil Well Fishing 
Tool Technician” (Occupational Title 
930.261-010). The occupation “analyzes 
conditions of unserviceable oil or gas wells 
and directs use of special well-fishing tools 
and techniques to recover lost equipment 
and other obstacles from boreholes of 
wells...plans fishing methods and selects 
tools...directs drilling crew in applying 
weights to drill pipes, in using special tools, 
in applying pressure to circulating fluid 
(mud), and in drilling around lodged 
obstacles or specified earth formations, 
using whipstocks and other special tools.” 

The Bertha Rogers No. 1 (right) 
drilled almost six miles into 
Oklahoma’s Anadarko Basin before 
the drill bit stuck. A “fishing” expert 
was called in. The oilfield term 
comes from early cable tool drilling 
(below). When the line broke, a 
crewman put a hook on a new line 
and attempted to catch the tool. 
Trial-and-error methods of the 
industry’s early days built the 
technological foundation for many 
of the tools in use today. 
 

 
  

DEEP “FISHING” IN OKLAHOMA 

n oilman’s nightmare: In western Oklahoma, after 16-
months of drilling and almost six miles deep, the Bertha 
Rogers No. 1 rotary rig drill stem sheared, leaving 4,111  

feet of pipe and the drill bit stuck downhole in what was then the 
deepest well in the world.  
 
It was March of 1974 and the enormous investment of Lone Star 
Producing Co. (now Enserch) of Dallas, and partner GHK Co., 
Oklahoma City, was about to collapse. Millions of dollars hung in 
the balance. Wilson Downhole Service Co., Houston, was called 
and “fishing” expert Mack Ponder sent to the rescue.  
 
Against all odds and employing the latest technology of the day, 
Ponder was able to retrieve the pipe sections and drill bit from 
30,019 feet down, bringing operations back on line and enabling 
drilling to continue even deeper into Oklahoma’s Anadarko 
Basin, at a site about 12 miles west of Cordell.  
 
Although the remarkable deep fishing achievement was 
celebrated, the Bertha Rogers No. 1 was abandoned – after 
striking molten sulfur at 31,441 feet. It was a record depth. Mack 
Ponder built on a long history of oilfield fishing technologies. His 
success with Bertha Rogers No. 1 remains part of legendary 
oilfield achievements. 

A 



 
 

lot of friendships – and new energy education partnerships –  
resulted from panel discussions, historical presentations and two 
fieldtrips in the heart of the Mid-Continent oil patch during  

the April 20-23 gathering in Wichita and El Dorado. Kan. The three-day 
International Oil History Symposium was co-sponsored by the Oil City, 
Pa.,-based Petroleum History Institute (PHI) and the American Oil & Gas 
Historical Society (AOGHS), Washington, DC. 
 
The symposium agenda featured a special awards reception and banquet, 
academic presentations, visits to the Frontier Oil Co. Refinery and Kansas 
Oil Museum in El Dorado, and a day-long motor tour of historic oilfields 
hosted by the Kansas Geological Survey’s Lawrence Skeleton. Skelton, a 
long-time PHI member, co-chaired the meeting with AOGHS Executive 
Director Bruce Wells, who attended last year’s PHI gathering in Morgan 
and Parkersburg, W. Va.  
 
A dozen academic presentations on April 21 included topics about Kansas 
exploration history; the early days of petroleum geology in North America; 
the view of the industry as seen with postcards; and the tall tales of oilfield 
humorist Gib Morgan. AOGHS Contributing Editor Kristin L. Wells 
described the men and technologies that saved an oilfield in Conroe, Texas. 
(See the “Conroe Crater” article, June 2005 issue). 
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Museum Directors, Historians and Educators Meet in Kansas  
 

HISTORY SYMPOSIUM BRINGS IN OIL EDUCATION 

 

Among several displays, an Oil Region Alliance exhibit 
(top) promoted Pennsylvania’s Drake Well Museum and 
upcoming celebration of the Edwin L. Drake’s 1859 
discovery. Among the many activities during the 
symposium, one group visited the Norman No. 1 Oil 
Well Museum in Neodesha, Kan. (middle), where 
Director Jackie Clark hosted a tour and explained how 
an 1892 oil discovery led to Kansas becoming a major 
producing state by 1904. Attendees chatted during an 
April 21 break in historical presentations (bottom). From 
left to right are Mary L. Barrett of Shreveport, La.; Ray 
Sorenson, Houston, Texas; Maureen Leech, Cleveland, 
Ohio; William Brice, Johnstown, Pa.; and Gregory DL 
Morris, New York, N.Y. 

Danny Biggs of Pickrell Drilling Co. (above fore-
ground), sits beside Deborah Amend during history 
presentations on April 21 at the Hotel at Old Town 
in Wichita, Kan. Also pictured (in center) is inde-
pendent producer Tom Dugan, who traveled from 
Farmington, N.M. Amend, director of the Kansas Oil 
Museum in El Dorado, would later host a tour and 
equipment demonstrations. Biggs is director of an 
oil and gas museum and education center in Great 
Bend. Other oil museum representatives included 
the Petroleum Museum’s Director Kathy Shannon 
(at far right) and Education Director Cheryl Ross, 
both of Midland, Texas. 

A 



 

History symposium activities included sessions  
at the Kansas Oil Museum – and a tour of the 
Frontier Co. Refinery in El Dorado. Oilfield 
equipment demonstrations took place around  
the museum’s re-creation of an oil boomtown. 
 
 
 
Workshops at the Kansas Oil Museum focused on a public 
education programs – seeking ways to increase awareness among 
teachers, students and their parents about the links between 
energy and their daily lives.  
 
Presentations targeted for younger students (K-8) included 
“Classroom Energy,” described by Rebecca Dobbins, senior 
associate of the American Petroleum Institute.  
 
In addition, Al Stentrup, director of curriculum programs of 
Project Learning Tree, provided a lively interactive example of an 
“Energy and Society” program, designed to improve students’ 
retention of energy-related lessons.  
 
The “Museum Education Strategies” program at the Kansas Oil 
Museum also included a presentation by Gerry Baker, associate 
executive director of the Interstate Oil & Gas Compact Com-
mission (IOGCC), Oklahoma City, Okla., who described 
IOGCC’s role in encouraging conservation, which began in 1935.  
 
Throughout April 22, another group from the symposium was 
touring historic Kansas oil fields. Both groups met on the 
grounds of the Kansas Oil Museum to watch outdoor equipment 
displays and tour the buildings of the recreated boomtown. 
 
Museum director Deborah Amend told the El Dorado Times that 
inclusion of the oil museum in the symposium program was “an 
opportunity for individuals from across the United States to learn 
about a portion of history they may not be familiar with. 

“That is one thing the symposium does; it brings historians 
together; it brings people from the industry; it brings educators; it 
brings the press; it brings those who truly want to give 
information to the public about the oil industry.” 
 
Symposium attendees who came to El Dorado from as far away 
as New Mexico and West Virginia, she said, “got to see a 
different kind of oil history” – and the history of oil in Kansas 
differs from that in Pennsylvania, West Virginia or Texas. 
 
When people attending the symposium left the El Dorado 
museums, Amend said, the lasting significance of their visit here 
will be that “they’re going to take a portion of their experiences 
they've learned here today back with them to their areas. 
 
“They will talk about it,” she said. “They will talk among their 
peers about their experience here in Kansas and what they’ve 
learned about our petroleum heritage.”  
 
“These are the people who are in the know,” Amend concluded. 
“They know what a good oil museum is about, and for them to 
say ‘this is amazing’ would be a particular compliment. If they can 
take an idea back and we can share ideas and create this network, 
that is ‘good stuff;’ that is the best.”   

Dale Wilson and Rudy Lill (far right) 
demonstrate an antique cable tool in 
operation at the Kansas Oil Museum 
in El Dorado. It was just one high-
light of the April 20-23 International 
Oil History Symposium. During an 
educational session April 22, Gerry 
Baker (top right), associate exec-
utive director of the Interstate Oil 
and Gas Compact Commission, 
described his organization’s historic 
conservation mission. Professional 
videographer Linda Flis (at right) of 
Fidelity E&P, Denver, videotaped 
events – and a fieldtrip to 
Neodesha, Kan. 

Kansas Oil Museum  
 

Drilling Lessons 
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As one symposium group began a day-long tour of the oilfields of 
eastern Kansas, a second group visited the Frontier Oil Co. Refinery 
before meeting at the Kansas Oil Museum. Director Deborah Amend 
(above) described Butler County’s extensive oil history. 
 



Oil & Gas Producing Industry in Your State 
 

When petroleum leaves the 
wellhead and reaches a refinery, 
it has moved into what is 
considered the “downstream” 
segment of the industry. 
Statistical information about the 
industry’s “upstream” segment 
(oil and natural exploration and 
production) is available from a 
unique publication that will 
mark its 75th issue this year. The 
Oil & Gas Producing Industry in  

Your State provides information covering the upstream side 
of the industry in the 33 producing states. It is available 
from the Independent Petroleum Association of America 
(IPAA), Washington, DC.  (See www.ipaa.org). 
 
Ideal for students, researchers and professionals, the annual 
IPAA publication derives data from local, state and federal 
sources; it includes a glossary, state and federal contacts – 
and today lists community oil and gas museums, thanks to 
the American Oil & Gas Historical Society (AOGHS).  
 
Individual state statistics include: yearly and cumulative 
production and number of oil, natural gas and dry wells 
drilled; average wellhead prices, severance taxes and 
employment; total footage, new-field wildcats, rotary rig 
count and number of producing wells, including stripper 
production (less than 10 barrels of oil or 60Mcf natural gas 
per day); names of producing counties – and the year of 
first (and deepest) discoveries.  

 

 10   THE PETROLEUM AGE     VOL. 3, NO. 2    JUNE  2006                 THE AMERICAN OIL & GAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

On April 22, a group of Oil History Symposium attendees visited to the Frontier Oil Co. Refinery (left and center) and were treated to an educational 
bus tour of the facility just outside El Dorado, Kan. The refinery, a fully integrated modern facility, is the state’s largest, according to tour guide Dave 
Dotson (above right), manager of operations for Frontier Refining Co. Refining began on the same site in 1917 during the boom days associated with 
the discovery of huge oil reserves in the area. Today’s facility includes an extensive wastewater treatment process resulting in a managed 90-acre 
wetlands area providing habitat for shorebirds, waterfowl, migratory populations – and several beavers.  
 

Refining began in central Kansas in 1917 just two years after the 
Stapleton No. 1 well in Butler County opened the historic El 
Dorado oilfield. By 1918, World War I drove oil prices from 
$1.55 a barrel to more than $3.59 a barrel. The 37-square-mile El 
Dorado field alone produced 29 million barrels of oil – making it 
the leading producing oilfield in the United States. 

The original refinery at the site was known as Midland Refining 
Co., a forerunner of Skelly Oil Co., which merged with Getty Oil 
Co. in 1977. Getty was acquired by Texaco in 1984.  Later 
purchased by Denver, Colo.-based Frontier Oil Corp. (itself 
founded as independent oil and gas exploration company, 
Wainoco Oil, in 1949), the Frontier Oil & Marketing Co. today 
operates the El Dorado refinery, the largest in Kansas, and a 
refinery in Cheyenne, Wyo. 

According to James Stump, Frontier El Dorado Refining Co. 
refinery manager, a $140 million expansion is underway to 
increase refining capacity by 14 percent. By 2008 the plant will 
refine an extra 15,000 barrels of oil a day, growing daily capacity 
to about 125,000 barrels of oil a day.  

The latest expansion of the refinery, which employs 380 workers, 
follows a multimillion project near completion to produce more 
low-sulfur diesel fuel. Frontier also has a refinery in Cheyenne, 
Wyo., with a capacity of 52,000 barrels of oil a day.  

PA Refinery to get Historical Marker  
 
The oldest continuously operated U.S. refinery has received 
approval from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission for a marker to be placed in Bradford, Pa., 
according to the American Refining Group, Inc. (ARG). The 
only other “business and industry” historical marker in McKean 
County was placed in 1949 at the Tidewater Pipeline Co. in 
Smethport. ARG is planning a Sept. 7-9 celebration of the 
125th anniversary of the founding of the refinery. The ARG 
refinery, built in 1881, is the only refinery dedicated solely to 
processing Pennsylvania Grade Crude Oil.  

REFINERY MAKES THE GRADE   

Oil History Symposium April 22 Fieldtrip 
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OIL HISTORY AWARDS BANQUET 

Former and current journalists for The American Oil and Gas 
Reporter gathered April 21 for the Oil History Symposium 
awards banquet that included honoring Publisher Emeritus 
Cookie Cookson (center). From left to right are former  
staff writer AOGHS executive director, Bruce Wells; the 
magazine’s current publisher, Charlie Cookson; former 
managing editor, Alex Mills; Cookson; former advertis- 
ing manager, James Biehler; current managing editor,  
Bill Campbell; and former staff writer, A.D. Koen.  Mills 
is president of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers, 
which generously sponsored the evening’s reception. 

Pat French, senior vice president of 
the Texas Alliance of Energy 
Producers, welcomed guests to the 
awards banquet reception. French 
also raffled postcards and a limited 
edition print signed and donated by 
oilfield artist JoAnn Cowans of 
Fullerton, Calif. More of her work 
was on display at the registration 
desk, below, staffed tirelessly by 
volunteer Tim Wells (right) and 
visited by El Dorado Times reporter 
Steve Smith (left).  

night of celebration arrived for people who share a belief in 
preserving America’s petroleum heritage – and recognizing 
the modern day pioneers who helped make it. More than 75 

Oil History Symposium attendees and their guests gathered April 21 
at Wichita’s Hotel at Old Town for the Oil History Awards Banquet.  
 
Daniel J. Leech, president of the Petroleum History Institute (PHI) 
welcomed his members and those of the American Oil & Gas 
Historical Society (AOGHS) before introducing the keynote speaker, 
Norman Hynes of Tulsa University, who offered an entertaining 
history of the Ida E. Glen Well and the massive Glenn Pool oilfield.  

 
Award presentations included the Colonel Edwin L. Drake Legendary 
Oilman Award to Robert D. Crowder, retired president of Petroleum Inc., 
(above, left), whose distinguished career has spanned almost six decades, 
and the Keeper of the Flame Award to Clifford W. Stone, CEO of Walnut 
Valley Bank and Trust (above center), a founder of the Kansas Oil 
Museum. The Petroleum History Institute’s Larry Woodfork made the 
award presentations. Symposium co-chairman Larry Skelton presented a 
special recognition award to Bill Brice (top, at right), editor of the PHI 
annual journal, Oil-Industry History. 
 

Norman Hynes of Tulsa 
University provided a 
colorful history of 
Oklahoma’s 1905 
Glenn Pool oilfield.  
(Award photographs 
courtesy of PHI). 
 

A 

AOGHS honored Charles “Cookie” Cookson for his oil journalism accomplishments – 2008 
will mark the 50th year of the magazine he created as the Kansas Oil Reporter, today’s widely 
read The American Oil & Gas Reporter. (See photograph at top of page). The first Oil History 
Journalism Award was presented to Cookson, publisher emeritus, by Bruce Wells, AOGHS 
executive director, who began his journalism career at the magazine in 1981.  
 
The award, an artist’s proof of the limited-edition print “Donkey in a Kansas Field” by 
California artist JoAnn Cowans, recognized Cookson’s achievement with The Reporter, which 
serves as the official publication for 28 state and regional associations of independent oil and 
gas producers and operators. A native Kansan, Cookson earned a Bronze Star in World War 
II as an infantry liaison officer. He served as executive secretary of the National Baseball 
Congress and as secretary-treasurer of the International Baseball Congress before founding 
The Kansas Oil Reporter in 1958. The family-owned publication became The American Oil & Gas 
Reporter in 1972. Cookson served as publisher until 1986.  



Oil History Symposium 
Scrapbook 
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Pennsylvanians enjoyed a visit to Stapleton 
No. 1, the 1915 discovery well of the El 
Dorado oilfield. Lois McElwee (at left) and 
Marilyn Black, both of the Oil Region Alliance 
of Business, Industry and Tourism, Oil City, 
promoted their state’s extensive oil heritage 
with a colorful exhibit in the Hotel at Old Town 
in Wichita. McElwee is coordinator of the Oil 
150 Committee, which is planning events to 
celebrate the sesquicentennial of the 1859 
discovery in Titusville that changed the world. 
 

The symposium introduced Don Wisner of 
Derby, Kan., (at left) to participants Al Stenstrup 
and Rebecca Dobbins. On April 22, Stenstrup, a 
director for Project Learning Tree, demonstrated 
his interactive (and fun) approach to teaching 
young people about energy during a “Museum 
Education Strategies” program at the Kansas 
Oil Museum. A presentation by Dobbins, senior 
associate, American Petroleum Institute (API), 
explained the focus of API’s “Classroom 
Energy” program, a K-8 curricula. 

A cable tool 1939 Star Drilling Machine 
Model K portable spudder (top left) and circa 
1950 rotary rig (top right) are two oilfield rigs 
that can be operated at the Kansas Oil 
Museum. A Star Drilling Machine Model No. 
43 (bottom) is a 1920s-era spudder once 
used to drill more than 3,500 feet deep. On 
Oct. 5, 1915, a similar cable tool rig owned 
by Wichita Natural Gas Co. struck oil at 670 
feet on John Stapleton’s Butler County farm 
north of El Dorado.  Stapleton No. 1 
discovered the 34-square-mile El Dorado 
oilfield and forever changed what had been 
a farming community a few miles east of 
Wichita. The field has produced more than 
304 million barrels of oil.   
 

At top left, Ed Cross, executive vice president, 
Kansas Independent Oil and Gas Association, 
reluctantly was drawn onstage during an even-
ing’s entertainment April 21 at the Mosley St. 
Melodrama Theater. Below: a conversation 
between Lisa Cooley, education director for 
the Kansas Oil Museum, and Gregory DL 
Morris, principal, Enterprise & Industry Historic 
Research.  

On April 22, as one group of symposium 
attendees visited an oil refinery and discussed 
education strategies, another went on a 
history filled fieldtrip into eastern Kansas. 
Petroleum History Institute (PHI) member Bill 
Brice (above) visits with Jackie Clark, director 
of the Norman No. 1 Museum and RV Park in 
Neodesha, Kan. Clark hosted the oil patch 
trekkers and guided them through her 
museum, which documents the first 
commercially successful oil well west of the 
Mississippi (1892). The discovery well that 
started the Mid-Continent oil boom was 
designated as a National Historic Landmark in 
1974, she said. Brice, a past PHI president, is 
editor of Oil-Industry History, its annual 
publication. His next issue will chronicle this 
year’s symposium.  
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The Panhandle-Plains Historical 
Museum includes two floors 
exhibiting the rich history of “High 
Plains” discoveries. A circa 1925 
cable-tool rig (center) was moved 
to the museum in 1983. It required 
three tractor trailer loads to trans- 
port the original structure, which 
was 84 feet tall and 20 square feet 
at its base.  

Discover Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum 
 

he Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum is on the 
campus of West Texas A&M University in Canyon, 
Texas, 15 miles south of Amarillo. The museum is 

reportedly the largest history museum in Texas with 70,000 
visitors annually and more than three million artifacts owned by 
the Panhandle-Plains Historical Society.  
 
West Texas A&M University maintains the facilities for the 
museum, which originated when faculty and students of West 
Texas State Teachers College at Canyon and area supporters of 
the Panhandle-Plains Historical Society incorporated in 1924. The 
museum opened on April 14, 1933.  
 
Although the museum was the first in Texas to receive state 
funding, Director Guy C. Vanderpool explains that since a multi-
million dollar renovation in 2001, state funding has declined 
dramatically. The state now contributes one-quarter of the 
museum’s annual budget. 
 
“Instead of seeing declining state support as a negative 
development, it should be viewed as a challenge to demonstrate 
what private citizens, corporate supporters, and foundations can 
accomplish with a dedicated board of trustees and professional 
staff,” he notes. “The new reality of 21st century nonprofit 
management in that government support will decrease.” 
 
The museum’s permanent exhibits include People of the Plains: 
Experiments in Living, which displays southern plains settlers. 
Pioneer Town is a recreation of a small settlement in the Texas 
Panhandle in the early 1900s. The Don D. Harrington Petroleum 
Wing has two floors of exhibits showing the Texas Panhandle’s oil 
boom years in the 1920s and 1930s. The T-Anchor Ranch House is 
an outside exhibit that recreates the original house that was 
constructed in the late 1870s. 
 
The museum’s library and archives include manuscripts, 
photographs, oral histories, and newspapers from the economic, 
cultural and political life in the region. Extensive materials from 
the ranching, farming, and oil industries are there for researchers 
– including the papers of prominent Texas governmental leaders. 
 
Children from grades K-6 annually participate in “Camp 
Tanatank,”a June through August summer camp presented by the 
museum, Canyon, and West Texas A&M University. Full and 
half-day schedules include crafts, gymnastics, swimming, story 
telling and special museum programs. The museum is located at 
2403 Fourth Ave. in Canyon. Call (806) 651-2244 for more 
information. www.panhandleplains.org 

Twelve miles east of Canyon on 
Highway 217 is the 15,000 acre Palo 
Duro Canyon State Park with 1,000-
foot cliffs and some of Texas’ most 
spectacular scenery. Lincoln Guy 
Conner surveyed what would become 
Canyon in late 1887. He refused to 
have the town named after him, “a 
gesture so rare in Texas that it 
deserves mention,” says the Texas 
Handbook Online.  

T 

Museum Director Guy C. Vanderpool (above right), expects new visitors 
to the exhibits explaining the tools, people and skills required for drilling 
wells when they come to the Aug. 5 opening of the “Duval Collection,” 
including 120 gems and minerals once housed – and rarely seen by the 
public – on the top floors of Pennzoil Place in Houston. 
 



Why is it called a Whipstock? 
 
Below is transcribed from an interview with 
H. John Eastman (1895-1985), a man often 
recognized as the father of directional drilling. 
It was conducted by Prof. Kaye Briegel on 
Aug. 17, 1979, and made available through 
the Virtual Oral/Aural History Archive of 
California State University, Long Beach.   

 
“The reason they call it a whipstock was that as these farmers back in 
West Virginia were drilling these wells (only a few hundred feet deep) 
and everybody at that time, if they had a horse and wagon or 
something, they’d probably get out and get in the oil business 
somehow. Well, so the drilling crew was in there getting ready to put 
one of these wedges in the hole and some farmer came along and 
stopped and says, “What’s that thing you got there? What does that do?  
What do you call it?” Well, this fella says, “I guess it’s a whipstock,” 
because the only thing he knew is that with a buggy or carriage or 
anything they always had a whip in their hand and when they weren’t 
using it they’d put it in a holder on the dashboard, and that had an 
angle to it. And to this day, that name “whipstock” everybody in the oil 
business knows something about it. They don’t use that so much 
anymore, they’ve got more sophisticated ways of doing these things, 
but we’re talking about that early time.” 

A Sweet 
History 

of  
Oil City 

 
 
 

ilton Hershey, inventor of the Hershey 
Bar, wasn’t an oilman, but his father 
was. Milk chocolate made Milton the  

fortune that his father Henry had tried to find in 
Pennsylvania’s oilfields.  
 
When young Milton was just three-years old, Henry 
Hershey sold his failed Lancaster County farm, 
auctioned all his family’s belongings and rushed 
headlong into the chaos of the 1860 Pennsylvania 
oil boom. He moved his wife, Fanny, and infant 
son, Milton, to Oil City.  
 
While Milton toddled about, father Henry 
borrowed heavily and sought out cash-strapped 
drillers willing to sell a share of their claim for the 
money they needed to keep on drilling. All around 
the Allegheny River Valley wells were being drilled, 
yielding thousands of barrels of oil.  
 
But while the Pennsylvania oilfields would 
ultimately produce hundreds of millions of dollars, 
far more money was put into Pennsylvania’s oil 
boom than ever came out. Some of that money was 
Henry Hershey’s. 
 
For two years, his son Milton played with the other 
oilfield children amidst Oil City’s derricks. Henry 
tried to find success in a new business that actually 
produced more paupers than princes. By 1862, 
Henry was going broke and Fanny was pregnant 
with their second child.  
 
Early in the year, young Milton’s Reformed 
Mennonite uncles came to visit the petroleum-
saturated Oil Creek Valley. To Fanny’s brothers, it 
was hellish and no place for their sister. They 
promptly transported Henry, Fanny, and five-year-
old Milton back to the family homestead, far from 
the oilfields. Henry Hershey abandoned his dreams 
of oil riches. 
 
Thirteen years later, young Milton Hershey opened 
his first candy business in Philadelphia, the “M.S. 
Hershey, Wholesale and Retail Confectioner.” 
 
 After a series of bankruptcies, his Lancaster 
Caramel Co. was finally successful. But it was his 
1893 visit to the Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
where he saw new chocolate-making equipment 
that ultimately led to his 1900 introduction of the 
5¢ “Hershey Bar.”  
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Oilfield Journal published by Friends of Drake Well Inc.  
 

A photograph of Josiah “Joe” Winger and a steel 
model of a drilling derrick he made is the cover of 
the latest issue of the Oilfield Journal, an annual 
publication of the Friends of Drake Well, Inc. 
Winger patented models as coin bank-penholder-
inkwells in the late 1880s. He drilled his first well at 
age 16, fought with the 155th Pa. Regiment during 
the Civil War, and addressed fellow respected 
oilmen at the first Drake Day on Aug. 27, 1913, in 
Titusville. His is just one story in the 2005-2006 
issue of the Oilfield Journal, edited by Kathy J. 
Flaherty, and featuring a host of detailed historical 
photographs and illustrations courtesy of the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,

which administers the Drake Well Museum in Titusville. The issue, volume 
five, includes regular features such as recent museum acquisitions and book 
reviews. The journal is $8.95 and can be ordered at www.drakewell.org. 
 
 
Civil War Oil Heritage Area Proposed for West Virginia 
 
The director of the Oil and Gas Museum in Parkersburg, W. Va., wants the 
area’s history of petroleum drilling to be a new tourist attraction. David 
McKain recently presented a plan to Wood County Commissioners for the 
creation of a district that covers the area’s extensive oil history in the Civil War 
era. McKain noted that in the early years of West Virginia’s statehood, nearly all 
of its leaders had ties to the oil industry. “It is to help preserve an incredible 
part of our heritage that we’ve not done very much with, until we opened the 
oil and gas museum, and started the park at Burning Springs,” McKain told 
WTAP-TV of Parkersburg. “It’s just an add-on to this incredible story that this 
area has.”  The commission endorsed McKain’s project. 

M
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ARKANSAS’ SMACKOVER MUSEUM  FLOWS OIL HISTORY 
 
By Jennifer Nixon, Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, April 23 

From there, it’s onto the business and technical sides of things. 
Signs for companies like Magnolia Gasoline and Golden Shell 
Motor Oil adorn the walls. In addition to displays on oil drilling 
techniques, there are also more hands-on activities, like a light 
display that demonstrates the effects natural-gas releases have on 
oil flow. Against one wall there’s an interactive game that lets you 
try to strike it rich by raising money, doing research, meeting your 
crew and drilling for oil.  

Outside the museum, take a stroll through the outdoor oilfield 
with its various derricks, including a standard wooden pumping rig 
from the 1920s and an angle iron derrick and pump deck from the 
1930s.  

The Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources is located on 
Arkansas 7, one mile south of Smackover and 10 miles north of El 
Dorado. It is open 8 a. m.-5 p. m. Monday-Saturday and 1-5 p. m. 
Sunday, closed for Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day 
and New Year’s Day. Admission is free, though donations are 
accepted. Call (870) 725-2877.    

he idea of visiting the Arkansas Museum of Natural 
Resources near Smackover didn’t exactly fill me with 
excitement. The name conjured up images of chemistry  

and geology lessons spelled out with dull, dry plaques and rock 
samples. I was wrong.  
 
The museum is actually a fascinating, modern facility. Yes, it does 
include chemistry and geology lessons and rock samples, but 
they’re not dry. There are also hands-on displays and clever, 
detailed exhibits that show the effect oil’s discovery had on 
Arkansas.  

The exhibit starts with the scientific side of the oil story. Visitors 
walk into a dark, spherical room called “Earth Globe and Core 
Shaft: A Center of the Earth Experience.” It’s a view of the 
earth’s surface from the inside with white and amber lights 
showing the location of oil and brine sources.  
 
From there, you advance through a series of displays, diagrams 
and information boards that go into detail about the chemical 
makeup, physical properties and the facts about how oil is 
created.  

After an elevator ride that uses narration, videos and displays 
(visible through the elevator’s glass walls ) to teach lessons on 
oil’s origins and uses, you exit onto a wooden platform 
overlooking boomtown Smackover circa 1925. But before you 
descend to explore, take a look at the petroleum tank wagon, 
kerosene pump and oil barrels, and use the lever to demonstrate 
how an oldstyle spring pump worked.  

Downstairs there are more displays with tools used to find oil, 
information about a tragic gas explosion, and plenty of quotations 
and bits of history. Sensor-triggered sound effects and voice-
overs tell stories and create the appropriate atmosphere.  

Then you can step back into old Smackover — a short street 
lined with storefronts and wooden sidewalks. The street itself is 
concrete made to resemble a dirt road, complete with shoe prints 
(horse and human ) and wagon tracks.  

And you can enter each building. Walk into the Smackover 
Journal office and see the old-fashioned typewriter and printing 
press. Peek into the jail and take a look at a typical cell — with leg 
irons, guns and stories of lawlessness displayed on the walls.  

Subtly illustrating the living conditions of the time, Mrs. Murphy’s 
Room and Board advertises space at $ 4 a day with “More Cots 
— Less Mice.” Another establishment promises “No Rats.”  

Make sure you also stop by the American Theater. A five-minute 
film on the history of Smackover’s oil boom plays on the small 
movie screen. In silent-movie style, segments (with names like 
“Hang on to your hat...” and “Boomtown misbehavin’”) are 
introduced with title cards.  

Behind the street there are more displays on what life in the 
1920s was like for a typical family, with diagrams of oil camps and 
photo albums you can flip through.  

T 

Pam Beasley is director of the 
Arkansas Museum of Natural 
Resources, two miles south of 
Smackover. At the museum, above, 
visitors can stroll along Smackover's 
early-1900s boom town street and 
visit the local newspaper, jail, supply 
store, cafe and theater. At right, they 
can view gas pump collection – and 
walk through the center of the earth 
along a simulated core shaft and see 
samples of actual formations found in 
south Arkansas. 
 

In the 1920s, nationwide attention focused 
on south Arkansas when the Smackover 
field was ranked first among the nation’s 
oilfields. For five months in 1925, the 40-
square-mile field was the focal point of one 
of the greatest oil booms.  
 



 Museum Spotlight:   The Drumright Historical Museum 
 

A March 1912 oil discovery on the Wheeler farm in Creek County, Okla., started yet another Oklahoma oil boom. 
Thousands rushed into barren hill country to found a dozen towns. Drumright was in the heart of the oilfield. Located near 
Cushing, the Drumright Historical Museum is housed in a 1916 Santa Fe depot listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Five exhibit areas include the Oil Room and its large collection of memorabilia and tools used in the oilfields, which 
in 1919 produced three percent of the world’s oil. Outside is a collection of large equipment – a cannon on the front lawn 

was used to shoot the bottoms out of burning oil tanks, according to AOGHS member Pam Scott of Swinea Well Service, Inc. “The town has 
changed and the oil boom is no longer what it was, but the history remains,” she notes. The museum is located at 122 East Broadway, not far 
from Drumright’s Boomtown Theater. Call (918) 352-3002 for more information. 

AOGHS 
1201 15th Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20005 

We Need Your Support to Educate Students!  Join our national campaign to promote community resources of oil museums, county 
historical societies & individuals dedicated to preserving petroleum’s wildcatting heritage. We need your generous contribution to 
build this network of historians and educators. To join AOGHS, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization, mail this form to 1201 15th St., 
NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20005, or fax it to (202) 857-4799.  Please call (202) 857-4785 for more information. 
 

Please make checks payable to:  AOGHS 
 
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES     
 

 Student     $25 
 Annual     $75 
 Patron       $200-$999 
 Benefactor           $1,000 & Above 

 
 
Name ________________________________________________  Title _______________________________________________________ 
 
Company/Organization _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  _____________________________________________  State _____________  Zip Code  ____________________________________ 
 
Phone  ___________________________________________  Email  __________________________________________________________ 
 

 
    Credit Card Payment :  Please check the appropriate credit card:            __ Visa    __ MasterCard   __ American Express 

 
 

Credit Card No. __________________________________________________________        Expiration Date (MM/YY) ______/_______ 
 

 
Name as appears on card: ________________________________________       Signature: _______________________________________ 
 

Your membership contributions are 100% tax deductible. Federal Tax ID No. 52-184-9282 

Join online at www.aoghs.org 
 

Benefactors & Patrons will be acknowledged 
in the Petroleum Age quarterly newsletter 

 
Change of address? Please check here ____ 

and send us your new address. 




