
Hundreds of the association’s 
leading members and their spouses 
stopped by the AOGHS “oilfield 
museums” carousel before the end 
of the 75th midyear meeting. A 
great majority sampled the diverse 
array of museum brochures, flyers, 
postcards and literature. A postcard 
of “Evening, Brea Canyon” by 
California artist JoAnn Cowans, 
proved very popular. See her work 
on page 14. 
 
IPAA is the national association 
representing 5,000 domestic oil and 
gas producers. The remaining oil 
and gas museum flyers will be used 
in future mailings. For now, the 
AOGHS community oil and gas 
museum carousel awaits the next 
exhibit opportunity.   
 
Many attending state and regional 
oil and gas association leaders 
requested multiple copies of the 
society’s first newsletter for 
distribution at upcoming 
membership meetings. More orders 
came for the two new publications, 
the beginning of an “American Oil 
& Gas Families” regional series. 
Copies of the AOGHS series and 
other publications are posted on 
the website, www.aoghs.org. 
Multiple and bulk shipments can be 
ordered at (202) 857-4785.  
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Oil and natural gas company owners and CEOs expressed surprise and pleasure at the scope of U.S. museums dedicated to their industry's 
history during the 75th anniversary meeting of the Independent Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
More than 600 attended the June 12-15 meeting at the Broadmoor Hotel, where IPAA was founded in 1929 by a small group of producers 
led by Wirt Franklin of Ardmore, Oklahoma.   

 

The AOGHS “American Oil & Gas Families” series is a regional look at the nation’s earliest oilfields and 
the multi-generations of producers who, with new technologies, continue the important business of U.S. 
exploration and production. The young woman above is a past contestant of an “Oil Queen” pageant – 
part of the annual West Virginia Oil & Gas Festival in Sistersville. Engine collectors participate in festival, 
which is described in the “American Oil & Gas Families, Appalachian Basin Independents” booklet. 

At left, school children 
frolic at an historic oilfield 
locale, a common 
summer view at the 
Drake Well Museum in 
Titusville, Pa., where 
repairs to the storm-
damaged wooden derrick 
are underway. Visitors 
today gather for a well 
“shooting” demonstration 
(see story on page 12).  



 

Editor’s Desk 
 
Many communities across the nation annually celebrate their exploration and 
production heritage. Kilgore, Texas, hosts “Derrick Days,” recognizing the profound 
influence of Columbus Marion “Dad” Joiner’s January 1930 discovery. The East Texas 
Oil Museum is planning the 75th anniversary next year. Every June for the last 20 years, 
downtown Seminole, Oklahoma, has come alive with its annual “Gusher Days.” The 
Seminole Arts Council Quilt Show, which draws quilters from across the state, joins 
with three-day festival with quilts dating back to 1835. These events, along with the 
West Virginia Oil and Gas Festival in Sistersville (Sept. 16-19, 2004) have become 
community traditions. AOGHS believes they deserve greater recognition. Post your 
event at www.aoghs.org. 
 
I recently visited oil and gas museums in Bolivar, N.Y., Titusville, Bradford, and several 
other historic oil patch towns in Pennsylvania. AOGHS joined a committee for the 
newly established “Barbara Morgan Harvey Center for the Study of Oil Heritage” at 
Clarion University, Venango Campus, Oil City. The director of the Drake Well 
Museum, Barbara Zolli, attended the meeting, as did Marilyn Black of the 
Pennsylvania Oil Heritage Region Tourist Promotion Agency, Inc. and its executive 
director, Betty Squire. Judith Etzel, a staff writer with the “Oil City Derrick” 
newspaper (the precursor to today’s Oil & Gas Journal magazine), and several local 
historians also joined this interesting group of oil patch historians. 
 
I later met with the Oil Region Alliance of Business, Industry and Tourism’s executive 
director, Richard Castonguay, in the nearby town if Franklin, a village of considerable 
Victorian architecture. Together with a local researcher and antique book dealer, 
Roxanne Hitchcock, we talked about the region's exploration and production history, 
tourism and public education, and ideas for promoting the 150th Drake discovery well 
anniversary in 2009. AOGHS will help with national promotion of the Drake 
Discovery – and serve on the planning committee for that historic milestone. We 
cannot start too soon. My tour of Titusville’s Drake Well Museum – and the excellent 
Venango County Museum in downtown Oil City – proved very educational.  
 
This new society appreciates feedback from its growing national membership, 
including corrections. –  Bruce Wells 
 

THE AMERICAN OIL & GAS 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

www.aoghs.org 
AOGHS is dedicated to preserving the 
history of the oil and natural gas exploration 
and production industry. The society 
provides advocacy and service for 
community museums and other 
organizations working to preserve that 
history through exhibition, educational 
programming and material preservation.  

Initial funding has come from the 
Independent Petroleum Association of 
America (IPAA) Educational Foundation.  
IPAA is the national association of 
independent producers founded in 1929.  
Operating budget comes from individual 
subscriptions and donations. 

Through public outreach, the Society will 
provide a communication network that links 
museums and historical associations with 
organizations, individuals and donors 
committed to supporting preservation efforts.  

AOGHS is incorporated under the auspices 
of the IPAA Educational Foundation and all 
donations are tax deductible. Individual and 
corporate memberships fund public 
education publications and community oil 
and natural gas museum promotions.  
Contributions can be made at the society’s 
website, www.aoghs.org. 

Bruce A. Wells, Executive Director & Editor 
The Petroleum Age 

John B. Walker, Chairman, IPAA  
& IPAA Educational Foundation 
 
Barry Russell, President, IPAA 

Call: (202) 857-4785; fax: (202) 857-4799 
Website: www.AOGHS.org 

Email: bawells@aoghs.org 
 
Postmaster: Send changes to AOGHS  
1201 15th St., NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
The Petroleum Age is published quarterly by 
the American Oil & Gas Historical Society 
(AOGHS).   
 
This issue, Vol. 1, No. 2. Copyright August 
2004, AOGHS.  
 
All content, except copyrighted material from 
sources where noted, may be reproduced 
without permission from the publisher.  
Credit the American Oil & Gas Historical 
Society. 
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Executive Director Bruce Wells 
hands out oil and natural gas 
museum flyers, postcards and 
brochures to independent 
producers attending the 75th 
Anniversary Meeting of the 
Independent Petroleum 
Association of America in 
Colorado Springs, June 14-16. 

Correction from a new AOGHS member –  
 
“Congratulations on a good start.  The first issue has a couple of errors that you 
may not wish to repeat in the future. On the cover page, the picture legend refers to 
‘an Alabama museum in the heart of the Black Warrior Basin.’ Choctaw County 
is in the geological province known as the Upper Gulf Coast, about 100 miles 
outside of the Black Warrior Basin. On page 9, paragraph 7, ‘Hoffland’ should 
be ‘Loffland.’  Keep up the good work and let an old-timer read the text before 
publishing.” – Robert M. Reynolds, El Dorado, Arkansas 
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When in Bolivar, New York, visit  
 

The Pioneer Oil Museum 

Bolivar school teacher Kelly Lounsberry, 
far left, devotes considerable hours to 
maintaining the 1830s building that is the 
Pioneer Oil Museum of New York.  As 
museum director, he appreciates the 
volunteers who educate visitors about 
almost 150 years of exploration heritage 
in southwest New York. Among them are 
the museum’s board chairman, Paul 
Plants, president of the New York State 
Oil Producers Assoc., and retired 
independent oilman Ray Payne.  
 
The museum and its collection will be 
preserved thanks to a $10,000 grant 
from the state  to build more space, left. 
A host of local volunteers, many who 
grew up in the Pennsylvania-New York 
border region, help Lounsberry, a fifth- 
grade teacher (some of his students’ 
artwork is above), with identifying 

Arkoma Basin Gas              
History Project 

Engineers are documenting the rich 
and colorful history of the Arkoma 
Basin, a still-producing 90-year-old 
natural gas field in west central 
Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma. The 
effort is being led by the Don 
Hannegan of the Arkansas Section of 
the Society of Petroleum Engineers 
(SPE) in conjunction with the 
American Association of Professional 
Landmen (AAPL) and the American 
Association of Petroleum Geologists 
(AAPG). Hannegan, a petroleum 
engineer, is chairman of the SPE 
under-balanced drilling committee. 
For more information about the 
Arkoma history project, contact him 
at (479) 649-5026.  

Tulsans Creating GEM   
Geoscience and Energy Museum 

The National Energy Technology 
Center, Inc. “became a real entity on 
July 13,” says its founder and 
chairman, Clyde Wootton, who noted 
that it occurred on his father's 80th 
birthday.   (Continued on page 4)

donated artifacts – and oddities like the 
roofed wagon, pictured, whose oil patch 
purpose remains a mystery (one guess 
is it is a portable dynamite loader for 
“shooting” wells). More photographs of 
the contraption can be seen a 
www.aoghs.org. With his time focused 
on building the new museum wing, 
Lounsberry invites oilfield history 
detectives to call the museum at (585) 
373-6035. 

Established in the late 1980s by a few 
volunteers interested in preserving the oil 
history in Luling, the Central Texas Oil 
Patch Museum captures the artistic side of 
oilfield equipment, creating interest for 
tourists, especially those unfamiliar with 
pumping units or sucker rods.  
 
The museum resides inside the Walker 
Brothers Building, one of the first buildings 
built in Luling, which is a short drive 
northeast of San Antonio. As with many oil 
patch communities, there is a colorful story 
of the discovery of oil in area and its benefit 
to the local economy and schools.  
 
Local businesses and citizens donate 
historic and often unusual items. In addition 
to providing financial assistance, volunteers 
devote time to maintaining the building and 
exhibits. The Luling Chamber of Commerce 
helps keep the museum open, and offers 
advice to sightseers.   
 
The museum, at 421 East Davis, is open 
Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m. to Noon, 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
For more information, call (830) 875-2444. 
 

Art of Luling, Texas 
 

The Central Texas  
Oil Patch Museum 



 

  

Pictured at the May 14 ribbon cutting are Museum Director 
Coe Haygood; Oil City Mayor Todd Hopkins; State 
Representative Hoppy Hopkins; First Asst. Secretary of 
State Al Ater; Oil City Alderman H.D. Farrar; and Museum 
Tourism Volunteer Kellie Morris. Ceremonies included a 
speech by Leone Brown (at right), secretary of the Caddo-
Pine Island Oil and Historical Society. Below is an 
operating oil well in the foreground of Louisiana’s first bank 
building, located on The Louisiana State Oil and Gas 
Museum grounds, and providing royalties.   

Formerly known as Caddo-Pine Island Oil and Historical Museum, the 
newly dedicated Louisiana State Oil and Gas Museum in Oil City, 
Louisiana, opened on May 14, according to Director Coe Haygood.  The 
museum has moved into a new, 12,000-square- building near Oil City's old 
railroad depot, donated by Kansas City Southern Railroad. ChevronTexaco 
has donated an oil derrick that stands beside the museum, along with other 
early oilfield equipment. Indian artifacts are displayed in a cultural gallery in 
the new building. In addition to three historic boom town buildings (the 
depot, a bank, and a post office) outdoor exhibits educate and entertains 
tourists.  The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Saturday. There is no admission. The museum is located on Land Avenue, 
the main street of Oil City, two blocks to the east of Highway 1.  For 
additional information, call (318) 995-6845. 

4 THE PETROLEUM AGE       SUMMER   2004         THE AMERICAN OIL & GAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Louisiana State Oil & Gas Museum 

A Grand Opening 

Colorado geologist Matt 
Silverman has nominated the 
McKenzie Well in (Sec. 21-T1N-
R70W), Boulder County, for the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
Silverman provided AOGHS the 
above 1902 photograph of the well, 
which is still producing on the site of 
the discovery for the Boulder Oil 
Field -- the first in the Denver Basin. 
Silverman is a geologist for 
independent producer Robert L. 
Bayless, Denver. 

Offshore Energy Center 
To Host Annual Fundraiser 
 
The annual black-tie dinner benefiting the 
Houston-based Offshore Energy Center will 
be held Oct. 2 at the Westin Galleria.  
Chairman G. Steven Farris, president and 
CEO of Apache Corp. will host a program that 
includes the 2004 Pinnacle Award to Kerr 
McGee Chairman Luke R. Corbett.  The OEC 
operates Ocean Star, an offshore drilling rig 
museum at Pier 19 in Galveston. 

“We still have no funds, but are 
planning a private reception for late 
October to announce ourselves to a 
select group of Tulsans,” he says.  

The new Center’s first activity will be 
creating a GEM -- Geoscience and 
Energy Museum, adds Wooton. The 
Society of Exploration Geophysicists 
has been operating a Geoscience 
Museum, which is popular with local 
schools, other organizations, and 
even daycare centers.   

“Upon raising funds, we will most 
likely assume operation of this facility 
as Tulsa's GEM,” he says. “This will 
give us a footprint to expand upon 
toward our goal of an energy museum 
and learning center for the public and 
the industry.”   

Wooton, NETC Inc. chairman, can 
be reached at (918) 496-2626; email 
cwootton@brgcorp.com   

(GEM, continued from page 3) PHI Symposium set for  
April 6-9, 2005 
 
The Petroleum History Institute, Meadville, 
Pa., will host its 4th International Symposium 
on the “History of the Oil Industry,” April 6-9, 
2005, at the Radisson Hotel at Waterfront 
Place in Morgantown, West Virginia. For more 
information, contact Larry Woodfork at 
woodfork@earthlink.net 



 
 

 

The Petroleum 

Museum 

A unique addition to the Midland, 
Texas, Petroleum Museum debuted 
April 15, when the “Chaparral 
Gallery” opened – allowing visitors close 
access to the legendary U.S. road racers.   

It was Midland’s oil production that 
first attracted world-renown racing 
car designer and builder Jim Hall. He 
and his brothers moved to the 
Midland-Odessa area in 1961 to 
manage their oil interests. Hall 
revolutionized the sport with his 
Chaparral Racing Cars and 
innovations such as his moveable 
aerodynamic wing and lightweight 
construction materials. Hall’s 1980 
Indianapolis 500 winner, the “Yellow 
Submarine,” above, opens the gallery. 

The Petroleum Museum, founded in 
1975 by George T. Abell, boasts the 
world’s largest collection of antique 
drilling equipment and modern 
machinery with a 40-acre outdoor 
exhibit area. The museum’s 40,000 
square feet building houses 
photographic wall murals depicting 
early life in the oilfields, a unique 
marine diorama allowing visitors to 
travel back some 230 million years 
ago, taped interviews with pioneers, 
and equipment now called “antique” 
that was as necessary to oil men 80 
years ago as computers are today.  

The new gallery demonstrates the 
engineering links between the 
petroleum and transportation 
industries and is dedicated to 
inspiring future generations of 
engineers. Midland, with a population 
of about 95,000, is hometown to 
President George W. Bush. – From 
www.petroleummuseum.org.  

Downtown Seminole, Okla., has celebrated its 
annual “Gusher Days” every June for 20 years. 
The three-day festival attracts visitors from 
across Oklahoma. The Seminole Oil and 
History Museum, 1800 W. Wrangler Blvd., 
holds a book sale, silent auction and bake sale. 
The Seminole Arts Council's Quilt Show also 
brings many visitors to this oil patch town. 
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Greater Seminole Area Oil & Historical Museum 

Although the first oil well along the Little Popo Agie River, was drilled in 1884, it was 
not until the early 20th century that oil production in central Wyoming became 
profitable. Between 1910 and 1915, numerous oilfields began production in Hot Springs 
County, including Warm Springs, Grass Creek, Gebo Dome, Golden Eagle and 
Hamilton Dome.  By 1916, Hot Springs County produced over 1.5 million barrels a year.  

The exhibits in and around the Petroleum Building in the Hot Springs County Museum 
complex take the visitor through every step of the process, from exploration through 
drilling and on to the many products manufactured from petroleum.  Among the exhibit 
highlights is a complete power unit consisting of a 35-horsepower engine, 12-inch wide 
connecting belt, “belt tightener,” band wheel and eccentric wheels – all of the types used 
in Wyoming’s oilfields until the 1960s. – Hot Springs County Museum and Cultural Center. 

The Hot Springs County Museum includes an 
extensive collection of oilfield equipment and 
other artifacts of the petroleum industry in 
central Wyoming, where “Great Tar Spring,” 
ten miles southeast of Lander, was used by 
Native Americans to provide liniment for their 
horses. Mountain men and pioneers traveling 
across the country used it to grease wagon axles. 

Illinois Oil Field Museum and Resource Center 
  
The Lincoln Trail College petrology reference collection now has a new home at the 
Illinois Oil Field Museum and Resource Center in Oblong. The collection, including 
periodicals and conference proceedings; petrology-related videos and 16mm films, is on 
display in the museum’s new location on Illinois Hwy. 33, just west of Oblong. The 
materials were part of the college’s now-defunct petroleum technology program. A 
$10,500 grant from the state of Illinois has helped revive museum, according to Della 
Workman, museum board chairman. Construction has begun on a permanent interactive 
facility interpreting the oil industry in Illinois.  

California Oil Museum BBQ 
 
The American Petroleum Institute Coastal Chapter held its annual BBQ fundraiser for 
the California Oil Museum on August 20 in Ventura. Guests paid $10, “for the best 
BBQ this side of Santa Maria,” said Museum Director Mike Kelly.  A raffle offered 
door prizes during the museum’s fundraiser at Zermeno Park, which still has props 
from the filming of King Kong by Dino de Laurentis. The Santa Paula-based museum 
also received an award at the Ventura County Fair for its exhibit about “Great 
California Gas Brands of the Past.”    



 
 
Thaddeus Mortimer Fowler 
has the greatest number of 
panoramic or “Birds-Eye 
View” maps in the collection 
of the Library of Congress 
(LOC).  Many of what he 
called “aero views” captured 
the small cities near our 
earliest oilfields. Panoramic 
maps were a popular 
cartographic form used to 

depict U.S. towns during the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries.  
 
  

owler was born in Lowell, Mass., on Dec. 
21, 1842. In 1861, he served in the 21st 
New York Volunteers; he was wounded at 
the Second Battle of Bull Run a year later 
and discharged at Boston in 1863. 

 
According to the LOC website, after the Civil War, 
Fowler migrated to Wisconsin. He established his own 
panoramic map firm and in 1870 produced views of 
Wisconsin towns. A panoramic map of Stewart, Ohio, 
that appears in D. J. Lake's Atlas of Athens Co. is the 
earliest Fowler view in the LOC collections.  In 1885, 
Fowler moved with his family to Morrisville, 
Pennsylvania, where he maintained his headquarters for 
25 years.   
 
Morrisville served as his operating center as Fowler 
began to draw and publish views of Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Ohio cities – including many oil 
boomtowns. His production of Pennsylvania panoramas 
was greater than that of any other artist in any state.   
 
In the LOC’s collections, there are 220 separate Fowler 
views of Pennsylvania. An additional 165 Fowler views of 
Pennsylvania towns are in the Pennsylvania State Archives 
and at Pennsylvania State University.    
 
To date, 411 separate Thaddeus Fowler panoramas have 
been identified.  Fowler’s views of Pennsylvania towns 
suggest he concentrated on a specific geographical area in a 
given year, very likely to minimize transportation problems.   
From 1895 to 1897, he worked in the western part of the 
state, especially around Pittsburgh and in the northwest 
sector of Pennsylvania.  
 

In 1898 and 1899, Fowler sketched West Virginia towns, 
and from 1900 to 1903, he was back in western 
Pennsylvania. Fowler gained commissions for city plans by 
interesting citizens and civic groups in the idea of a 
panoramic map of their community.   
 
After one town had agreed to having a map made, he would 
seek to involve neighboring communities. By noting that he 
had already secured an agreement for a view from one town 
in the area, he would play on the pride, community spirit, 
and sense of competition of adjacent communities.    

F 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than 400 separate Fowler panoramas have been identified by the Library of 
Congress.  There are 324 in the library’s collection, including Oil City, Pa., (above) 
was published in 1896 by T. M. Fowler & James B. Moyer. During a visit to 
Oklahoma in 1917, Fowler produced a panorama of Bartlesville (below). Source: 
Library of Congress Map Division, Washington, D.C. 
 

   From the Library of Congress Panoramic Map Collection 

“Aero Views” of Early Oil Towns 
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Texas in 1917 

Preserving Ranger 
 

Hats off to Jeane Pruett and the Ranger 
Historical Preservation Society for preserving the 
oil heritage of Ranger, Eastland County. The 
society owns the deed to McCleskey No.1, the 
discovery well of an oilfield boom that began in 
1917, at depth of 3,432 feet. 
 
Unfortunately, the replica wooden 84-foot 
derrick – felled once by a tornado and again 
in 2001 by high winds – needs funds to be 
reconstructed at its original site between 
Abilene and Ft. Worth, Pruett says. “The 
derrick was visible from I-20, and was a 
good tourist attraction.” 
 
On the first Saturday of every month of June 
since 1991, the Ranger Historical 
Preservation Society sponsors the “Old 
Time Country Festival” to raise funds for 
society projects. One ongoing project is the 
Ruth Terry Denney Library – Research 
Center, a place where anyone can research 
genealogical and historical records, she says. 
In April 1994, the historical society 
sponsored the Ranger Diamond Jubilee, 
celebrating 75 years of the city’s 
incorporation, adds Pruett, who is society 
president and strongest advocate. 
 
“Ranger, because of the oil boom 
population, incorporated in 1919, but in 
1880 became a town deriving its name from 
the Texas Rangers, who had a camp in a 
valley about two miles northeast of present-
day Ranger,” she says. 
 
“Our United States was engaged in World 
War One when, on October 17, 1917, 
Ranger’s McCleskey Number One well set 
off a boom that would gain the town 
international fame,” Pruett explains. “The 
discovery brought fame because it wiped out 
a critical oil shortage – allowing the Allies to 
float to victory on a wave of oil.” 
 
For the region’s farmers and ranchers, who 
had survived years of severe drought and 
boll weevils, the geologist for the Texas and 
Pacific Coal Co., William Knox Gordon, was 
a salvation.  Contrary to conclusions of 
other geologists, Gordon believed oil lay 
much deeper than 1,000 feet.  When his first 
well hit pay sand and roared in with an 
estimated flow of 1,600 barrels a day, Ranger 
became famous, worldwide.   

Cisco and the First Hilton Hotel 
 

 
Tragedy struck Cisco, Eastland County, Texas, on April 28, 1893. A tornado 
wiped out the business district and most of the community. The city hall, every 
church and school, and an estimated 500 homes were destroyed.  
 
“I have been told that the National Weather Service was formed as a result of the 
Cisco tornado; their records begin on April 28, 1893,” says William Britton 
Ferguson of Stephenville, Texas, a Cisco amateur historian. 
 
Cisco, about 140 miles west of Dallas on Interstate-20, was born on May 17, 1881, 
when the Central Texas Railway crossed the tracks of the Texas and Pacific Railway, 
creating the only railroad intersection west of Fort Worth. Ferguson says the town 
was named for New York banker John Jay Cisco, who arranged financing for the 
railroad. Nearby Red Gap, reportedly with no less than six cowboy saloons in 1867, 
became a ghost town nobody can find today.  
 
Cisco did not recover from the 1893 tornado until the 1917 McCleskey oil discovery 
south of Ranger. At the time the gusher was brought in, Cisco was a town of some 
3,000 people (the number is about 4,000 today). The Ranger Boom increased the 
population to more than 15,000. “The whole area became a beehive of activity. 
Cisco was on the edge of the oilfield and while the center of the oil boom was at 
Ranger, Cisco with its railroad intersection was the transportation center,” he says.  
“It has been said that the Ranger oilfield caused the Germans to sue for peace and 
end World War One.”  
 
Ferguson says the Ranger oil boom attracted a young veteran of the Great War who 
wanted to invest in a bank. The young man, Conrad Hilton, found a bank for sale in 
Cisco in 1919. When the owner reneged on the price he had quoted, Hilton went to 
find a room for the night and walked to the Mobley Hotel, located across from 
Cisco’s brick train depot.  
 
Conrad Hilton discovered the rooms were rented for eight hour shifts and people 
were sleeping in the lobby. He quickly decided to go into the hotel business and the 
rest is history. He sold the hotel a few years later and the old building now houses a 
museum, a dinner theater, and the Cisco Chamber of Commerce. These were made 
possible by a gift from the Hilton Foundation. 
 
Editor’s Note – On Dec. 23, 1927, Santa Claus robbed the First National Bank in 
Cisco. The bank, now a few blocks down Conrad Hilton Ave., offers a small booklet 
about the “Santa Claus Bank Robbery.”  To learn more about the 1917 Ranger 
oilfield discovery, contact the Preservation Society at (254) 647-5353.    
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Discovering Indian Territory Oil  

 

ust prior to the Civil War, America's search for oil 
prompted entrepreneurs, speculators, and wildcatters to 
seek their fortunes on the great plains of the Indian 
Territory. This was land reserved for Native Americans by 
Congress and home to its indigenous tribes as well as the 
“Five Civilized Tribes” -- Choctaw, Cherokee, Seminole, 

Creek, and Chickasaw, which had been relocated from the 
Southeast.  

Each of the Five Civilized Tribes established national 
territorial boundaries, constitutional governments, and 
advanced judicial and public school systems. The Indian 
Territory included present-day Oklahoma north and east of 
the Red River, as well as Kansas and Nebraska.  

By 1856, fifty-one years before Oklahoma statehood, the 
Indian Territory had become home to the Five Civilized 
Tribes as well as Osage, Pawnee, Seneca, Shawnee, Delaware, 
and others. A non-tribal member coming into the Indian 
Territory to work was required to take out a license or permit; 
one who married into a tribe was adopted and able to share in 
tribal property.   

In 1859, Lewis Ross, a brother of Chief John Ross of the 
Cherokees, found a pocket of oil that produced about ten 
barrels a day for nearly a year. He was drilling for saltwater on 
the Grand River near Salina in what is now Mayes County, 
Oklahoma, and decided to sink a deeper well for greater 
production. Ross found oil instead and the news spread of this 
potential source of tribal revenue.  

According to the constitutions of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 
nations at that time, the land was held in common by the 
Indian citizens of the nations, but the individual citizens could 
lease out a limited amount of land. The Lewis Ross find was 
quickly depleted, but it proved that there was oil to be found 
in the Indian Territory. 

By 1875, Jacob H. Bartles, another pioneer and adopted 
Delaware Indian, was operating a trading post on the Caney 
River in the Cherokee Nation.  Bartles employed two 
ambitious young men, George B. Keeler and William 
Johnstone. They too were adopted members of the Osage 
and Delaware tribes, respectively.  Within a few years, 
Keeler and Johnstone started their own competing general 
store on the other side of the Caney River, in what became 
Bartlesville, Oklahoma.   It was a successful enterprise and 

while the partners knew of oil seeps in the area at this time, 
they lacked the financial support and tribal permissions 
necessary to pursue the opportunity.  Over 20-years later, 
Keeler and Johnstone would make oil history just around 
the river bend from their general store. 

As the search for oil continued, the Cherokee nation passed 
an 1884 law authorizing the “Organization of a company 

J  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The city of Bartlesville, Oklahoma, originated with a trading post owned by Jacob B. 
Bartles and a nearby general store, above, established by George B. Keeler and 
William Johnstone along the Caney River in the Cherokee Nation. Bartlesville 
incorporated in January 1897. Four months later, Keeler and Johnstone discovered 
the giant Bartlesville-Dewey Field with a wildcat well named after Johnstone’s six-
year-old daughter. The Nellie Johnstone No. 1 ushered in the oil era for Oklahoma 
Territory. The state’s production would grow from 1,000 barrels to more than 43 
million barrels annually.  A derrick in Johnstone Park celebrates the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
George B. Keeler   William Johnstone 
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Curious onlookers gathered at the Nellie Johnstone No. 1 well on April 15, 
1898. At 3 p.m., George Keeler's stepdaughter, Miss Jenni Cass, dropped 
a “go devil” down the well bore to set off the waiting nitroglycerin – 
producing a gusher heralding the beginning of Oklahoma’s oil era. Many 
oilfield discoveries would follow this first “commercial” well. 

for the purpose of finding petroleum, or rock oil, and thus 
increasing the revenue of the Cherokee Nation.” Five years 
later, a wildcatter named Edward Byrd secured mineral 
leases from the Cherokee Nation. 

Byrd drilled his first well near present-day Chelsea (Rogers 
County) in 1890, and found oil at a depth of only 36 feet. 
His well produced about a half a barrel a day but his efforts 
were hampered severely by government regulation, 
inadequate transportation facilities and the lack of a readily 
accessible market.  Byrd nonetheless organized the U.S. Oil 
and Gas Company, and sold one half of his acreage to the 
Cherokee Oil and Gas Company.  His Chelsea well, 
pictured above, is still celebrated as Oklahoma's first.  

Following Edward Byrd’s success, Kansas oilmen James 
Guffey and John H. Galey approached several prominent 
Indian citizens, including general store partners Keeler and 
Johnstone, and offered to purchase mineral sub-leases and 
pay a royalty of three and one-half percent to the Cherokee 
Nation on any petroleum production.  Years later George B. 
Keeler recalled,  

“Guffey and Galey of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, were drilling at 
Neodesha, Kansas, in 1893. Mr. Galey got in his buggy and followed 
the mounds from Kansas to the mound at Bartlesville.  He came to my 
store on the present site of Bartlesville and told me that there was oil 
here and that if I would get a lease from the Cherokees, he would drill 
a well.  Mr. Galey said that he knew there was oil here because of the 
mounds which, in his opinion, had been thrown up by gas pressure; 
and he called attention to the broken edges of all the rocks which, he 
said, would be round if caused by water and erosion.” 

However, before the deal could be completed, Guffey and 
Galey withdrew their backing and moved on to a new 
project near Beaumont, Texas.  There, in 1901, they would 
bring in the famous well, “Spindletop.” Meanwhile, George 
Keeler, William Johnstone, Frank Overlees, their Indian 
wives, and other locals had acquired mineral leases on over 
200,000 acres of Cherokee land.  They ultimately secured 
new financial backing from the millionaire Chicago meat-
packer Michael Cudahy's “Cudahy Oil Company.”  

The new venture's search for oil began in earnest when they 
hired the well-known firm of “McBride and Bloom” from 
Independence, Kansas.  Albert P. McBride and Camden L. 
Bloom had drilled Kansas' first commercially successful 
well, Norman No.1, in what would come to be known as 
the Mid-Continent Field, before they ranged into the Indian 
Territory.   

In December 1896, McBride and Bloom abandoned a 1,750 
foot dry hole near Red Fork (today part of Tulsa) to drill a 
new well for Cudahy Oil Co. It took three-weeks of hauling 
equipment, tools, pipe and other materials 70-miles 
northward across the freezing Arkansas River to the new 
Keeler and Johnstone site on Spencer Creek of the Caney 
River.  Drilling began in January 1897, the same month that 
Bartlesville was incorporated with a population of about 200 
people. Four months later, at 1,320 feet, the Nellie 
Johnstone No.1 well (named for partner William 
Johnstone’s six year-old daughter), showed for oil.   

“Shooting” had been used since the 1859 Drake well in 
Pennsylvania to stimulate production, so G. M. Perry, an 
expert shooter, was brought in.  Perry had been McBride 
and Bloom's shooter for the successful Norman No.1 well 
in Kansas. Liquid nitroglycerin was  
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poured into a metal canister – or “torpedo” – and lowered 
into the well on April 15, 1897, as a crowd of about 50 
curious onlookers gathered.  At 3 p.m., George Keeler's 
stepdaughter, Miss Jenni Cass, dropped the “go devil” 
detonating device down the well bore to set off the waiting 
nitroglycerin.  

The explosion caused Nellie Johnstone No.1 to blow in as a 
gusher, producing from 50 to 75 barrels of oil a day. 
Despite the production, the Cudahy Oil Co. was confronted 
with the same problem Edward Byrd had faced seven years 
earlier: more crude oil than the local market could consume.  
With no storage tanks, pipelines, or railroads available, the 
Nellie Johnstone No. 1 was capped for two years.   

The railroad finally came to Bartlesville with the opening of 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe in 1899. Oil could then 
be shipped from Bartlesville to Caney, Kansas, and from 
there by pipeline to a small Standard Oil refinery in 
Neodesha for processing into kerosene and other products. 
With the railroad and pipeline, the Nellie Johnstone No.1, 
became commercially profitable in May 1900 with the initial 
shipment of oil at a price of $1.25 per barrel, less 25-cents 
for handling.   

As the discovery well for the giant Bartlesville-Dewey Field, 
the Nellie Johnstone No.1 ushered in the oil era for 
Oklahoma Territory.  It produced more than 100,000 
barrels of oil in its lifetime. In the ten years following the 
Nellie Johnstone discovery, Bartlesville's population grew 
from 200 to over 4,000 while Oklahoma's oil production 
grew from 1,000 barrels to over 43 million barrels annually.   

At the age of 12, future oil giant J. Paul Getty started selling 
the "Saturday Evening Post" in Bartlesville. By the age of 
23, he had earned his first million in oil. Frank Phillips, 
perhaps most beloved of all the Bartlesville oil legends, 
established the international Phillips Petroleum Company, 
which remained in Bartlesville until merging with Conoco in 
2003. 

After the Nellie 
Johnstone 
success, 
production in the 
Indian Territory 
rose rapidly, 
adding much 
impetus towards 
the granting of 
Statehood in 
1907. In the 10 years between the Nellie Johnstone and 
Statehood, Oklahoma became the largest oil-producing 
entity in the world. Today, Oklahoma still ranks 7th in 
United States' oil production and 4th in natural gas.  George 
B. Keeler and William Johnstone are remembered as the 
Indian Territory entrepreneurs who opened an Oklahoma 
oil boom that continues to this day.  

Oklahoma’s first commercial oil well is commemorated 
north of downtown Bartlesville on Cherokee Avenue, 
where a rebuilt replica of the Nellie Johnstone No.1, stands 
at the original site. The 1948 presentation of the well to the 
city of Bartlesville appropriately noted,  

"Like the rush for Oklahoma land, the discovery of oil attracted both 
men and capital from far and near, these pioneers in petroleum 
development were as rugged and self-sufficient as those who settled the 
land ... Oklahoma's two greatest industries, agriculture and petroleum, 
have developed largely hand in hand, and back of both developments 
are the pioneers, men of restless energy and unbounded faith."   

Editor’s Note-- “Discovering Indian Territory Oil” was 
researched and written by AOGHS Volunteer Contributing 
Editor, Kristin L. Wells, Naples, Florida.  kwells-
aoghs@swfla.rr.com.  Near the Bartlesville Area Historical 
Museum is the Woolaroc Ranch, Museum & Wildlife 
Preserve – the 1925 retreat of oilman Frank Phillips. The 
museum is located on State Highway 123, 12 miles 
southwest of Bartlesville. Learn more at the Oklahoma 
museums link at www.aoghs.org.    
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The oilfield collection of the 
Bartlesville Area History 
Museum includes postcards 
and the work of photographer 
Frank Griggs, who came to 
the area in 1908. Established 
in 1965 and later expanded, 
the museum now includes 
10,000 square-feet of space 
on the fifth floor of the former 
Phillips Building Annex, 
according to Director/Curator 
Karen Smith Woods. The 
museum is located at in City 
Center at 4th Street and 
Johnstone Avenue.  

 



 
hen Hattie Anderson moved to 
Canyon, Texas, in 1920 to teach 

history at West Texas State Normal 
College, she was captivated by what she 
found. It was an historian's dream -- a 
bustling city on the grow, eager young 
college students preparing to be teachers 
and a significant number of the area's original settlers still 
actively involved in ranching, farming, and business. 
  
Miss Anderson knew she had to act quickly. Time was 
already beginning to claim many of the pioneers whose 
stories she wished to record. Immediately she began 
formulating a plan and recruiting interested volunteers.  
 
In early 1921, Miss Anderson, L.F. Sheffy (the head of the 
college's history department), seven other faculty members 
and about thirty students organized the Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Society. Their goal was to collect and preserve the 
history, both human and natural, of the region. They also 
began soliciting support for their efforts in the form of 
Society memberships. 
 
Since 1921, Hattie Anderson's dream of preserving the 
region's history has grown into the supporting organization 
for the largest history museum in the state of Texas.  
 
Approximately 100,000 guests visit the Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum each year. On the campus of what is 
now West Texas A&M University, the Museum has more 
than a million artifacts, ranging from the Comanche Chief 
Quanah Parker's eagle feather headdress to collections of 
historic New Mexico and Texas art.  

– From History of the Museum, Panhandle Plains Historical 
Museum.  www.panhandleplains.org 

W 

“Booming Borger” uses original film and photographs to guide visitors through 
its “rich and reckless” history. Students of the oil patch can travel through a 
simulated tunnel with drilling tools at work – emerging to find a 1920s oil and 
gas field with a working pump jack. 
 

Oil 
Field 
Trips 

The Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum provides free admission for all school groups 
— pre-K through grade 12 — when reservations are made through the education 
department. Reservations must be made at least three weeks in advance.  To make a 
reservation, please call the department at (806) 651-2232. Students can experience a 
feeling of nostalgia at “Cal’s Filling Station,” complete with hand-operated gas pumps, 
two Model-T Fords and a vintage gas truck…just as in the 1930s. 

The museum is located just 15 minutes south of Amarillo on I-27, on the campus of West Texas 
A&M University at 2503 Fourth Avenue, one block east of US 87, in Canyon, Texas. 

Panhandle’s Petroleum Wing & Archives  

The Don D. Harrington Petroleum Wing tells the story of the oil 
boom years in the Texas Panhandle during the 1920s and 1930s, 
and the men who made it happen.  Two floors of exhibits help 
visitors understand the oil and gas business as it was during the early 
days of discovery and development.  
 
The museum also has a full-service archives, the Research Center, 
which preserves and makes accessible the documentary history of 
the Panhandle-Plains region. The collection includes a large library 
of books, manuscripts, historical photographs, oral history 
interviews, and manufacturer's trade literature. Mail and e-mail 
requests are welcomed. Contact Archivist Contact Betty Bustos,  
at bbustos@wtpphmfs.wtamu.edu or WTAMU Box 60967, 
Canyon, TX 79016. 

Panhandle - Plains 
Historical Museum 
 
Guy C. (Cliff) Vanderpool became the seventh director of the Panhandle-Plains 
Historical Museum in April.  He has served as executive director of the 
Texarkana Museums system and was the curator of the Dallas Historical 
Society.  He is past-president of the Arkansas Museums Association and is 
currently on the Council of the Texas Association of Museums.  – From the 
museum’s Summer 2004 newsletter, “Corral Dust.”  
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Pennsylvania’s  
Drake Well Museum  
Shoots a Well 
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It comes to life with a bang at Drake 
Well Museum's “Nitro Show” during 
Heritage School Tours in May and 
October. Shooting a well with 
nitroglycerine fractured underground 
sandstone and increased oil production. 
The process was accomplished by 
lowering tin torpedoes filled with quarts 
of nitro into wells and detonating the 
explosive with either a “go-devil” or a 
squib containing a stick of dynamite. 
“Go devils” got their fanciful names 
from the need for the person dropping 
this heavy iron, X-shaped device into 
the well to “go like the devil” to 
avoid being showered with stone 
fragments, tin shrapnel, and oily water.   
 
Union Col. E. A. Roberts watched 
shells exploding in canals in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia, during his 
service in the Civil War and observed 
that the water contained the force of the 
explosion, directing it laterally rather 
than upward. He patented his water 
tamp method for shooting wells and 
went into business as the Roberts 
Torpedo Company. Some well owners 
avoided paying Roberts Company fees 
by using “moonlighters” to shoot their 
wells instead.   
 
Working by the light of the moon and 
carrying the “angel cans” of nitro to the 
wells in sacks on their backs, the 
moonlighters filled the wells with 
illegally manufactured nitroglycerine, 
but they sometimes lost their lives in the 
process. Seeking to avoid the loss of his 
well-shooting revenue, Col. Roberts 
hired armed guards – Pinkerton  

detectives – to capture and prosecute 
moonlighters for patent infringement. 
Court records in the Roberts Collection 
at Drake Well show the company won 
more than a thousand suits. 
 
The Nitro Show at Drake Well 
demonstrates the process of shooting 
wells and introduces student audiences 
to the infamous moonlighter “Curly.” 
In a shoot-out between the Pinkertons 
and Curly, a stray bullet hits the Roberts 
Torpedo Company Nitro Magazine – a 
building where nitro was stored – 
causing it to explode! In the course of 
the show, the audience hears stories of 
ill-fated well-shooters (legal and not) 
who lost life and limb to careless 
handling of the explosive. There’s even 
a pig that ingests some nitro and learns 
to fly! – By Susan J. Beates, Curator, 
Drake Well Museum, Titusville 

At top, a mock drilling site’s 
nitroglycerine magazine is hit by a stray 
bullet during the “Nitro Show” at Drake 
Well Museum (Photograph courtesy of 
Icon Architecture, Boston). The show 
demonstrates the process of “shooting” 
or fracturing wells and introduces 
tourists and student audiences to the 
infamous moonlighter “Curly,” says 
Museum Director Barbara Zolli, 
pictured in her office beneath a portrait 
of “Colonel” Edwin Drake, credited with 
drilling the America’s first commercial 
well in 1859.  
 

The story of “shooting” 
wells with nitroglycerine 
in the Pennsylvania 
oilfields is one of 
dangerous explosions, 
patent infringement,  
and surprisingly funny 
anecdotes.  

Oil City – Housed in a former Post Office listed on the  
National Register of Historic Places, the Venango Museum of  
Art, Science & Industry, 270 Seneca Street, includes exhibits  
the continuing ways oil influences daily life. Oil City and 
surrounding area displays include the Latonia Theater’s organ.  
For more about it and other sites, contact the Oil Heritage  
Region, Tourist Promotion Agency, Inc., at (814) 677-3152. 



 
Wabash County Museum’s 
1912 Illinois Well 
 

il has been important to the economy of 
Wabash County, Illinois, since 1912 -

- when the first county well was drilled on 
the Lucy Courter lease. Oil had been 
discovered earlier in Lawrence County and 
the same formations were producing in 
Wabash County. By 1938, the discovery of 
oil at nearby Griffin, Indiana, led to an oil 
boom at Keensburg, in southern Wabash 
County in 1939.  

Drilling continues today, but at a slower pace.  Nearly all the early formations 
have played out. Modern water flooding techniques improved productivity, but 
those wells have stopped producing.   

The Wabash museum is near downtown Mt. Carmel, the county seat, situated on 
the Wabash River.  It is housed in a red brick Italianate house, one-half block 
from the business district.  Mt. Carmel is on Illinois Routes 1 and 15 in the 
southeast corner of the state.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1930s Oil Boom Buildings Echo in Arkansas 
 

isit the Arkansas Museum of Natural History, formerly 
the Arkansas Oil and Brine Museum in Smackover, 

and learn of the crowd that gathered a mile west of El 
Dorado on January 10, 1921, cheered as an oil geyser began 
spewing far over the 112-foot-high derrick of Arkansas's 
first productive oil well.    
 
El Dorado's population grew within a few weeks from 
about 4,000 to more than 25,000, straining the town's ability 
to provide food, lodging and law enforcement.  Oil-related 
paperwork overwhelmed the 1848 Union County 
Courthouse. Congregations outgrew their churches; 
business space was in short supply. In the first 10 months 
alone, some 460 wells on about 5,000 acres produced 10 
million barrels of oil.  Thus began in El Dorado a gush of 
prosperity that would subsequently spread through 10 South 
Arkansas counties as more oil and natural gas fields were 
discovered. In 1928, a new Union County Courthouse was 
completed where the 1848 building had previously stood –  
 

on the highest ground in 
Arkansas's largest county. 
 
Arkansas's first productive 
oil well brought a building 
spree –and it is through the 
city's legacy of 1920s and 
'30s architecture that the oil 
boom echoes across time.  
Outdoor exhibits include 
four derricks with 
equipment depicting 
production methods used 
in the 1920s. The outdoor 
exhibits are highlighted by a 1930s standard rig with a 112-
foot derrick. The museum's 25,000 square foot Exhibition 
Center includes both permanent and temporary exhibits. 
The Arkansas Museum of Natural History is located at 3853 
Smackover Highway in Smackover.   

O 

V 
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The California landscape began fascinating JoAnn Cowans in 
the 1960s. Her first one-artist show recorded the dismantling 
of Venice oilfields and construction of Marina del Rey. She 
has since exhibited in Los Angeles, Orange County, Hong 
Kong, Raleigh, and Seattle. 

At right, “Evening - Brea Canyon,” oil on linen (12 in. x 16 in.) and 
“Derricks - After the Rain,” oil on linen (24 in. x 18 in.)  

JoAnn's oilfield paintings were exhibited at the Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center in Fullerton from July through December. 
“Black Gold in California” included her paintings from the 
Venice oilfields in the 1960s and more contemporary paintings 
of North Orange County fields. She has lectured about her 
background, training and techniques – and how she fell in love 
with oilfields as a subject and has come full circle to paint 
oilfields again, today. Her gallery talk, “Painting California 
Oilfields & Other Stories” includes historic slides of the early 
Venice/Playa del Rey area. 

JoAnn has returned to painting the Brea oilfields. She has 
published limited edition Giclée prints known for their 
excellence both in the industry and among collectors. Giclée 
(pronounced Zhee-Clay) refers to machine-made reproductions 
using sophisticated ink-jet technology. JoAnn has lectured on 
Giclée at the Muckenthaler Cultural Center, Fullerton, the City 
of Brea Gallery, and the College for Appraisers, Placentia, Calif. 
“Oil derricks against a night sky with the light of California 
reflecting from the clouds – this sight thrilled me in the early 
‘60s as I painted the disappearing Venice oilfields and the 
construction of Marina del Rey,” she says.  

“I came to California from North Carolina and fell in love with 
the Venice skyline. There were rows of derricks along the 
beach. They looked like wonderful abstract sculptures. I spent 
the next few years painting the area, listening to the squeaky 
pumps and talking with residents and workmen.” 

Ten years ago JoAnn moved to Orange County, where her 
studio overlooked oilfields. “Again I watched an oilfield being 
dismantled...often working just ahead of the bulldozers.”  More 
of JoAnn’s oilfield paintings can be seen at website 
www.blackgoldprints.com. 

 

Brea is Tar in Spanish Two Museums Exhibit North Orange County 
 
Southern California’s last standing oil derricks can be seen in the Brea Canyon oilfields in the City of Brea, which began as an oil town in 
the 1880s. Today, two new museums are being established to preserve Brea’s heritage. The Brea Historical Society, working with the city 
and led by Don Schweitzer, has rehabilitated the Old American Legion Building in City Hall Park to establish the Brea Museum and 
Heritage Center. The Olinda Historic Museum and Park is a city and state joint facility on 12 acres. It features a 1918 oil well – Brea’s 
oldest operating well. Director Kathie Di Robbee says the museum’s goal is to be a center where scholars can research the area’s rich oil 
history, including North Orange County fields and the cities of Fullerton, Placentia and La Habra.

California Oils
 
The Oilfield Art of JoAnn Cowans

Paintings by artist JoAnn 
Cowans, pictured above in a 
modern and 1960s oil patch 
setting, can be seen at 
www.blackgoldprints.com.  
Cowans is an AOGHS 
volunteer and advocate of the 
Brea museums. 

Speedway and Oilwells - Venice, 
1961, Oil on Linen – 30 in. x 40 in. 
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About AOGHS – The society is 
dedicated to preserving the history of 
U.S. oil and natural gas exploration 
and production by providing 
advocacy and service for community 
museums and other organizations 
working to preserve that history 
through exhibition, educational 
programming, and material 
preservation. Through public 
outreach, the society provides a 
communication network that links 
museums and historical associations 
with oil and gas groups, corporations, 
state and regional associations, and 
petroleum clubs.  In Texas and 
Oklahoma, for example, two dozen 
individual oil and gas museums are 
now directly linked to the 
www.aoghs.org website.    
 
Corporate Histories on 
AOGHS Website – The 
society’s website has begun a 
historical review of some of the 
nation’s leading exploration and 
production companies – beginning 
with coverage of  the early members 
who attended the June 2004 75th 
anniversary meeting of the 
Independent Petroleum Association 
of America.  In coming months look 
for profiles of KerrMcGee, 
ConocoPhillips, Hunt Oil Co., and 
Marathon.  
 

AOGHS  2004  BENEFACTORS & PATRONS 
 
American Oil & Gas Historical Society membership supports national promotion of 
community museums and the society’s publications, including the “American Oil & Gas 
Families” series, which can be viewed at www. aoghs.org. We thank the following 
individuals and companies for their generous support.  
 

Benefactors 
 

Independent Petroleum Association of America, Washington, DC  
Dominion Exploration & Production, Inc., Houston, TX 

 Chesapeake Energy Corp., Oklahoma City, OK 
 Miller Energy Inc., Kalamazoo, MI 

Winchester Energy Co., Raleigh, NC 
 James A. Gibbs, Dallas, TX 
 T & F Dunn, LP, Buckhannon, WV 
 

Patron Members 
 
Lloyd N. Unsell, Coltons Point, MD 
A.D. Koen, Houston, TX 
Texas Alliance of Energy Producers, Wichita Falls, TX 
Thaine Francis, Great Bend, KS 
Lawrence C. Harris, president, New Mexico Oil Corp., Roswell, NM 
Colorado Oil and Gas Association, Denver, CO 
Independent Oil and Gas Association of New York, Lakeview, NY 
Association of Energy Service Companies, Houston, TX 
Thomas Dugan, president, Dugan Production Co., Farmington, NM 
W. F. Reynolds, partner, J.C. & W.F. Reynolds Partnership, Wichita Falls, TX 
William D. Hewit, general partner, Hewit Family Partnership, Denver, CO 
James J. Boyle, chairman and president, Cardinal Resources Inc., White Plains, NY 
J.D. Bergman, president, Petco Petroleum Corp., Hinsdale, IL 

 
AOGHS also thanks the 52 new annual & sustaining members who have joined since 

the first “Petroleum Age” newsletter. 

On the Pennsylvania- 
New York Border 
 
The Penn-Brad Oil Museum 
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E. James Bryner, director of the Penn-Brad 
Oil Museum and Historical Oil Well Park, 
Bradford, Pa., reads an AOGHS publication 
inside the museum, which opened in 1970. 
Visitors, including many from Canada, get 
educated by Curator Sherri Schulze: 
 
“I am sure you well know many of the 
surnames of our Pennsylvania oilfield family 
and friends end up in the far away oil 
patches all over the world -- as do the names 
of Pennsylvania towns and counties, etc. I 
have always thought it would be interesting 
to do a project mapping the progression of 
those names and the areas and fields it 
opened up and produced,” she says.  
 
The museum also has the collection of 
“Producer’s Monthly,” a journal beginning in 
the 1880s, published by the Bradford District 
of the Pennsylvania Crude Oil Producers 
Association. 



 

1201 15th Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20005 

Support your local oil & natural gas museum. Join the AOGHS nationwide effort to promote local and community 
museums, county historical societies & individuals dedicated to preserving petroleum’s wildcatting heritage. Please 
support this growing network of “oil-patch” historians and preservationists. To join AOGHS, a 501(c) 3 nonprofit 
organization, mail this form to the address below, or fax it to (202) 857-4799 to be invoiced. Libraries receive free 
copies of The Petroleum Age, our quarterly newsletter. Call (202) 857-4785.  Make checks payable to:  AOGHS 

 
MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTION CATEGORIES     
 

 Annual Membership (Student)   $25 
 Annual Sustaining    $75 
 Annual Patron      $200-$500 
 Other Contributions:    $____________ 
 Benefactors        Please Call 

 
 
Name ___________________________________________  Title ____________________________________________ 
 
Company/Organization ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ________________________________________  State ____________  Zip Code  __________________________ 
 
Phone  __________________________________  Email  _____________________________________ 
 

Your membership and contributions are tax deductible. Federal Tax ID No. 52-184-9282 

Or join us at www.aoghs.org 
 
Patrons will be acknowledged in The Petroleum Age
 

   Join Today! 

AOGHS Museum Spotlight:   Weiss Energy hall 

Howard Hughes, Sr., created the modern drill bit in 1908 -- and revolutionized rotary 
drilling -- when he invented the dual rotating cone.  The two rotating cones, rather than a 
simple flared chisel, or “fish tail,” drilled much faster.  This meant faster drilling for those 
making hole.  In drilling, time is money.  No more just scraping into the rock, Hughes’ 
invention gouged, crushed, and powdered the rock as it turned.  An invention that became 
the basis for a famous fortune, the Hughes drill bit underwent modifications through-out 
drilling history. –From the Weiss Energy Hall exhibit, Houston Museum of Natural 
Science, Houston, Texas 


