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Many things have shaped our national 
energy heritage.  Electricity led to 
telegraphs and telephones.  Standards 
of living improved.  The internal 
combustion engine arrived.  In 1900, a 
growing abundance of wells scattered 
from the fields of Pennsylvania and 

Ohio to Texas and California produced 
64 million barrels of oil.  From oil 
production came refined kerosene, a 
product for which the country had 
developed a seemingly insatiable 
appetite, as well as gasoline, to fuel the 
rapidly expanding automobile industry.  

This was the dawn of the "Oil 
Century,” the storied days of boom and 
bust, with speculators' fortunes made 
and lost in wildcat drilling ventures 
and dry holes. There are many stories 
to tell. 

 
 

or many Depression era rural 
counties, a rank wildcat – a 
discovery well of oil or natural 

gas more than 25 miles from the 
nearest producing well – would mean 
an economic revival and the creation of 
the fabled boomtowns.  Those days are 
long gone.  The future of fossil fuels 
may be debated; the nation’s 
exploration and production (E&P) 
history has defined much of the last 
century. 
 
 
Preserving this heritage of oil and 
natural gas exploration remains the 
goal of state and county museums 
and historical societies now 
established across the country.  
States and counties have placed 
roadside markers noting the location 
of the first discovery well.   
 
Almost all of the “producing states” 
support their community oil and gas 
history museums – and host public 
events honoring the legacies of 
wildcat well discoveries and the 
pioneers who made them.   
 
The American Oil and Gas Historical 
Society (AOGHS) is dedicated to 

these museums – and the effort to 
preserve the history of the domestic 
E&P industry, often small, 
individually run companies.  
AOGHS offers national advocacy 
and service for community museums 
and other organizations working to 
preserve that history through 

promotion, educational programs, 
and material preservation.  Many 
museums need volunteers to succeed.  
Read more about dedicated museum 
“wildcatters” in the following pages.  
Join our effort by registering at 
www.AOGHS.org.  Or subscribe by 
using the form on the back cover.  
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Clockwise from top left: The small but dedicated oil museum run by volunteers in 
Bolivar, N.Y.; the 1859 oil discovery in western Pennsylvania well commemorated 100 
years later with a U.S. Postal Service stamp; a display inside the Kansas Oil Museum 
in El Dorado; logo of an Alabama museum in the heart of the Black Warrior Basin; an 
example of oilfield musical heritage, by the Jordanaires. 

Issue 
No. 1 



 

 
The American Oil & Gas Historical Society  
 
(AOGHS) is dedicated to preserving the 
history of the oil and natural gas exploration 
and production industry.  AOGHS provides 
advocacy and service for community 
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Kansas alone has six museums related to wildcat discoveries.  In the western part of the 
state, the museum in Hugoton is small, but it rests above the tremendous Hugoton 
natural gas field, discovered by the Crawford No. 1 in 1927.  Other oil and gas 
museums, like the very large one near Midland, Texas, several in Oklahoma and the 
Drake Well Museum in Titusville, Pennsylvania, deserve greater recognition.  That is 
one reason for this newsletter.  Public education is the mission of oil and gas museums.  
Promoting these museums is a public education mission of this society. 
 
Send us your comments and suggestions.  Send us your ideas and articles.  AOGHS will 
survey curators to learn more about exhibits and “oil history day” events.  A lot more 
will be coming with every quarterly issue of Petroleum Age.  As we learn more, we will 
teach more.  What took place in the oilfields from Pennsylvania to California and 
Alaska has led to what takes place today.  Within our communication network, oilfield 
technical facts, controversies, and the politics of the 19th and 20th Century can be 
discussed.   
 
When I left the Norman No. 1 Museum that afternoon, I remember Cecil’s quiet 
admonishment for me to sign the guestbook.  He said it was important to show that 
visitors were interested in oilfield history and artifacts.  His request was whispered.  
AOGHS is here to say it a little louder.  – Bruce Wells 
 
 
In Coming Issues of Petroleum Age 
 
We will feature museum exhibits – including one of Chaparral Racing Cars, opening 
April 15-17, at the Petroleum Museum.  The museum, located on 40 acres south of 
Midland, Texas, is the Permian Basin museum founded in 1975 and now with more 
than 40,000 square-feet of exhibit space.  Its archives center ranks second in size to 
the National Archives in Washington, DC.   
 
Also featured will be the Oil Patch Museum, and the Central Texas Oil Patch 
Museum; museums in Oblong, Illinois; Oil City, Louisiana, and Shreve, Ohio.  We 
will explore the histories of the nation’s petroleum clubs.  Finally, we hope to tell 
stories about the items pictured on this issue’s cover – including the lyrics of “Tulsa 
Three Miles Down” and other oilfield hits by the Jordanaires. 
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About the AOGHS logo – It is a “Wolfe Rig,” named after oil producer 
Linden Wolfe of Oil City, Pennsylvania, “who put together his ideas on a light 
weight, portable cable tool drilling machine in the opening years of the 20th 
century.  Although there were a number of makes of portable rigs, Wolfe was 
able to quickly cater to local demand.  Wolfe manufactured his Venango Portable 
Drilling Machines in Sugarcreek Borough, Pa. (near Oil City).  Drillers simply 
called them Wolfe rigs.”  Learn more at Oilhistory.com, by noted oil historian 
Samuel T. Pees of Meadville. 

Editor’s Desk 
 
Sign the guestbook when you 
visit an oil and natural gas 
museum.  Let the volunteers 
know you appreciate their 
dedication to preserving 
petroleum heritage.  Twenty 
years ago, on assignment for The 
American Oil & Gas Reporter, I 
met Cecil, a volunteer at the 
Norman No. 1 Museum in the 
southeastern corner of Kansas.  
From that day, I began learning 
about U.S. oil and natural gas 
fields – and their relationship to 
local communities.   



 
 
 
 

The “Oil Activity Book” is 
a common site in many 
oil & gas museum gift 
shops from Kansas to 
Beaumont, Texas, thanks 
to museum directors 
working together on a 
joint public education 
publishing effort. 

T h e   

Kansas 

Six 
 
In 1892, a well drilled near Paola 
and Neodesha, Wilson County, 
Kansas, for the first time brought 
an oil boom west of the 
Mississippi River.  The Norman 
No. 1 began the continuous 
development of the Mid-Continent 
Field, among the nation's largest, 
which spreads over Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas.  A small 
museum and park on the west 
bank of the Verdigris River tells 
that story.  There are six museums 
in Kansas exhibiting more than 
110 years of oil and natural gas 
producing fields. 
 
 
Visit these Sunflower State museums 
and see a century of technology, 
including drilling cores, lease maps, 
fishing tools, cable tools, engines, 
pumping jacks, drill bits, wooden 
derricks, etc.   
 
The Kansas Oil Museum and Hall 
of Fame in El Dorado claims to have 
the first “scientifically discovered” oil 
wells, which drew the new petroleum 
geologists who were learning about 
anticlines and traps and ancient sea 
beds.  Three million years ago, 
Kansas and all the Mid-Continent was 
in the middle of an ocean. 
 
In eastern Kansas,, the Norman No. 1 
Museum at Neodesha is smallest oil 
museum in the state.  The 1892 
discovery well is among the nation’s 
earliest.  Norman No. 1 Museum, a 
small indoor and outdoor collection of 
exhibits that include a replica of the 
first oil well west of the Mississippi, 
is located at First and Main streets.   
 
Founded in 1990, the Kansas Oil & 
Gas & Hall of Fame Museum in 
Great Bend has a “Drilling and 
Completion Room” with a model rig.  
The museum explains procedures 
taken to drill a well from filing the 
"intent" to running the open-hole log 
when the rig reaches total depth. 

Hill City Oil Museum in Graham 
County is 12 miles east of Morland.  
Located beneath an oil derrick on 
west Highway 24 in Hill City, the 
museum tells the story of oil from 
deep formations in northwest Kansas.  
This Kansas museum opened in May 
1958.   
 
Stevens County Gas & Historical 
Museum was established in May 
1961 to preserve the heritage of the 
Hugoton Gas Field and the 
progressive development of Stevens 
County.  One natural gas well drilled 
in 1945 is still producing.  Well 
equipment is also on display at the 
site.  It was dedicated on May 16, 
1961, “as a memento of the Hugoton 
Gas Field and the progressive 
development of Stevens County.” 
 
The Oswald No. 1 well opened 
Western Kansas.  It was the 1923 
discovery well near Russell – 125 
miles from the nearest drilling.  The 
Oil Patch Museum tells the story 
through the Russell County Historical 
Society at 331 Kansas St. in Russell.  
 
The relate Fossil Station Museum, 
built in 1907, was originally the 
sheriff’s office and county jail.  It 
now houses many artifacts from the 
early history of Russell County.   
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A roughneck re-enactor is among volunteer educators “celebrating the people and 
machines that built Butler County” at the Fifth Annual Butler County Day at the Kansas Oil 
Museum in El Dorado last June 21.  Hundreds gather every summer for the event, which 
now includes recreated buildings similar to those in  the 1930s  boomtown of Oil Hill, says 
museum Director Becky Matticks. 
 



 
Oil New Park to Open 

 
A new oil park in West Virginia will 
be opened by Memorial Day, if David 
McKain has his way.  The West 
Virginia Oil & Gas Museum director, 
historian and author of Where It All 
Began, has spent several years 
reclaiming one of the nation’s earliest 
wells.   
 
David’s artifact-laden black truck has 
been parked on Taylor County Rte. 
355 at a place called Burning Springs 
along the Little Kanawha River.  It is 
the same spot that in 1775 George 
Washington described a “burning 
spring” adjacent to a tract of 123 
acres granted to him.   
 
A winch on David’s truck frequently 
pulls 12-foot band-wheels or 100-
year-old oil tanks from deep 
Appalachian valleys.  He almost has 
completed the new museum annex at 
the drilling site of the Rathbone 
brothers discovery well of 1860.  
Many hours have been spent refitting 
the well and building the grounds of 
this “living history” park.  The cabin 
is sided with dark planks from 
collapsed barns from the nearby 
Volcano oilfield.  
 
As his latest project developed, David 
hosted oil history barbeques for the 
volunteers and sponsors of the 
“Rathbone Well Restoration Project,” 
including service companies from 
Parkersburg that spent days restoring 
the well bore.  Hot dogs have been 
grilled with natural gas first produced 
in 1860, possibly making the well the 
nation’s longest producing barbeque. 
 
Since he opened the West Virginia 
Oil & Gas Museum in downtown 
Parkersburg in 1989, David has 
remained its most dedicated 
volunteer.   
 
As an article in the Parkersburg News 
& Sentinel puts it:   “David McKain is 
at it again.  After being one of the 
prime movers behind the 
establishment of the Oil & Gas 
Museum in Parkersburg, McKain is 
now putting together an historic park 
in Wirt County.”   
 
Learn more about West Virginia 
oilfields – and view a recently added 
virtual museum tour with a great 
collection of old and new photographs  
by visiting www.little-
mountain.com/oilandgasmuseum/   

David L. McKain’s dedication to 
petroleum history is well known in the 
Appalachian Basin.  His relationship 
with museum volunteers is reflected by 
what he writes in the latest issue of 
“The Walking Beam.” 
 
Well Project :  We  built a small 26-
foot wooden derrick on the Rathbone 
well much like the original.  We wanted 
a 30-foot, but 26-feet beams were the 
longest we could get sawed.  The side 
porch on the museum is almost 
completed.  While everything will not be 
finished for the opening, I have learned 
that in the museum business, one is 
never finished, but it will be presentable.  
We will keep building even when open, 
so if anyone wants to help, they can find 
the park. 
 
On Landmen:  One of the less 
publicized elements of the oil and gas 
community are the landmen, who do the 
work involved in acquiring the leases on 
which the wells are drilled or pipelines 
laid.  It is an extensive community and 
the local name for their organization is 
the Michael Late Benedum Chapter of 
the American Landmen's Association, so 
named because West Virginia's famous 
oilman Michael Benedum's first job in 
the business was a landman for Standard 
Oil in Cameron. 
 
Library Organization:  One of our 
volunteers, Larry Nutter, a retired 
Petroleum Geologist from Belpre, Ohio, 
agreed to organize the collection.  We 
built a room on the third floor and Larry 
spent months and months cleaning, 
sorting and organizing.   
 
I don't know how many thousands of 
books, pamphlets and magazines are 
involved, but the room they are in is 
completely full and it is about 25 square-
feet with shelves from floor to ceiling. 

Few people realize that much of the oil 
industry’s early development began at 
Burning Springs, along the Little Kanawha 
River.  David McKain uses planks from 
collapsed barns as siding for a new museum 
annex to be opened this spring.  His 
downtown Parkersburg museum is housed in 
an historic hardware building at 119 Third 
Street.  It includes four floors and exterior 
exhibits from nearby oilfields – including a 
band wheel from the Volcano field.   
 
 
 

West Virginia Oil & Gas Museum 
 

Appalachia  restored 

Rig Model:  Glen Roberts was the 
premier oil and gas man in Wirt 
County and West Virginia for many 
years.  In 1960, he purchased a 
wonderful scale model oil derrick, 
which had been made in the 1940s by 
another well known man in the 
industry, Richard Burdette.  Glen's 
son, Thorn, donated the model to the 
museum to be installed at the park at 
Burning Springs.” 
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The first oilmen built their derricks out of whatever 
materials could be obtained locally -- often each rig unique 
in design.   
 
As the industry boomed and oil well supply companies 
sprang up, certain standard designs evolved so that by 
1875 oil fields around the world appeared much the same. 
The "Pennsylvania" standard rig was the first industry 
standard. 
 
Originally built of wood with a 65-foot to 85-foot tall derrick, 
they were well designed to drill to 2,000 feet. Plans and 
specifications along with all of the hardware were available 
from a number of sources. Iron replaced wood and other 
modifications were introduced to drill faster and deeper. 
 
The standard rig represents the epitome of the region’s 
cable tool rig design and was capable of drilling to more 
than 5,000 feet. 
 
Visit online at www.drakewell.org 

 

Museum Front:  If you have not 
been to the museum since June, you 
haven't seen the paint job on the front 
door.  Pam Porter, who painted the 
mural, earned some extra money by 
painting all the trim on the first floor.  
Looks great.  We hope to get all the 
front windows repaired and painted, 
but that will have to wait for another 
day. 
 
Band Wheel:  In addition to having 
to worry about floods at Burning 
Springs, we had almost tornado 
conditions in downtown Parkersburg 
this summer, and it blew over our 16-
foot band wheel. 
 
The Walking Beam:  It is not 
unusual for me to get a note asking 
what a walking beam is and since it is 
the name of our bulletin, it deserves 
periodic explanation.  
 
The walking beam is the long 
horizontal beam that sets on a center 
post and goes up and down when 
pumping the well.  I don't know why 
they call it a walking beam except 
that it might appear to be walking.  
 
Whatever, the name of one of 
Parkersburg's and Volcano's 
newspapers back in the 1880s was the 
“Walking Beam.”  We are lucky to 
have two or three copies in our 
collection. – David L. McKain     

Children have been learning a lot about 
Pennsylvania’s oil history, thanks to the 
Drake Well Museum, at right.  The 
public broadcasting station in 
Harrisburg, Pa., WITF-TV, has aired a 
virtual tour of the museum in Titusville, 
according to Director Barbara Zolli.  
Students emailed in real time with 
questions about the “Colonel” Edwin 
Drake’s famous 1859 discovery well.   
 
“We hope that this program will be 
produced on CD as well,” says Zolli,  
similar to one previously produced for 
4th grade students in a partnership with 
graduate communications students at 
Clarion University.  “Yellow Dog’s 
Great Adventures in Oil,” a grant-
funded history, is available to 4th grade 
teachers.   
 
The Colonel, Inc., the museum’s 
membership association, reprinted the 
Early Days of Oil, by Dr. Paul Giddens, 
which she says is considered by many to 
be the “Bible” of historic photographs 
and information about the birth of the oil 
industry in Pennsylvania.   
 
Also available is a DVD of the Drake 
Well Museum’s three orientation 
films:  
 
• “Born in Freedom:  The Story of 

Colonel Drake” – produced by 
the American Petroleum Institute  
(API) in 1954 and starring 
Vincent Price 

• “Oil!  The Power of Pennsylvania 
Petroleum”   

• “Pithole USA”  
 
The Drake Well Museum maintains 
nearby Pithole City, a vanished 
boomtown that in nine months in 1965 
grew from a family farm to a city with a 
population of 15,000.  The museum also 
operates the McClintock No. 1 well – in 
constant production since August 1861. 
 
“We have an extensive – more than 
10,000 – photographic collection dating 
from the mid-1800s, maps of leases, and 
collections of taped oral history 
interviews,” says Zolli.  “Our collections 
include operating oilfield machinery 
exhibits, buildings, and the powerful 
attraction of being set in the landscape 
around the original well.”    

 
Colonel Drake in Schoolrooms 
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Oklahoma  
Discoveries 
 

 
klahoma oilfields discovered by 1927 
glutted oil markets, but led to 

voluntary reductions in production and 
more logical approaches to field 
development, according to the Seminole 
Historical Society.  The Greater Seminole 
oilfield, was among them.  The Seminole 
Historical Society supports local 
preservation and educational projects.  
The museum is located at 1800 Hwy. 9 
West in Seminole.   
 
“The Seminole City pool led the 
discovery race with the Hunton lime 
discovery by Indian Territory Illuminating 
Oil Co. on March 7, 1926.  It was 
followed on July 6 by discovery of the 
Wilcox sand production by Amerada 
Petroleum Co. nearby.  The Fixico well of 
R. F. Garland and Independent Oil Co. 
penetrated the Wilcox sand on July 16, 
flowing 1,500 barrels of oil daily.  This 
well revealed the potential of Wilcox 
production in the area and started the 
Greater Seminole oil boom.  In rapid 
succession came the Searight, Earlsboro, 
Bowlegs and Little River pools.  Peak 
production of Greater Seminole was 
527,400 barrels on July 30.  Oil 
discoveries brought an estimated 20,000 
oil field workers, transforming Seminole 
into one of the last of the oil boom towns 
- with several satellite tent and shack 
towns nearby.” 

 
The “Poor Man’s Field” 
 
The discovery of the Healdton oilfield in 1913 set into 
motion one of Oklahoma’s greatest oil booms – and 
established southern Oklahoma as a major petroleum 
area.  The Healdton Oil Museum documents this history at 
315 E. Main St.   
 
By 1937 this field, the largest of nine such fields located in 
Carter County, had produced over 2 million barrels of oil, 
making it one of the most productive pools in the state.  
The first successful well was completed in August 1913, at 
the depth of only 920 feet.  Oilmen streamed into the area 
as word of the discovery spread. 
 
By June 1914, an estimated 120 oil companies were 
actively searching for oil around Healdton.  The shallow 
depth of the oil sands attracted smaller operators and 
reduced the amount of capital necessary to drill a well.  
This gave the Healdton area a reputation for being a 
“poor man’s field.”  The low cost of drilling in the 
Healdton field attracted a large number of Oklahoma 
investors.  Among those establishing a financial base 

through Healdton oil were Lloyd Noble, Wirt Franklin, 
Robert A. Hefner and former Governor Charles N. 
Haskell.  Also in the Healdton field Erle Halliburton 
perfected his methods of oil well cementing, establishing 
his company as a leader in oilfield technology.   
 
The Cushing oilfield was discovered in 1912.  By 1919 it 
was providing 19 percent of U.S. production and three 
percent of the world’s supply.  It increased the nation’s oil 
supplies during World War I – prompting Great Britain's 
Lord Curzon to conclude that "the Allies floated to victory 
on a sea of oil.” 
 
Discovered in March 1912 by Tom Slick and C. B. 
Shaffer, the field led the way for Oklahoma’s great oil 
discoveries of the early 1900s.  The new town of 
Drumright sprang up near the discovery well.  Cushing 
retains its role in oil history as the “pipeline crossroads 
of the world.  –  From www.ok-history.mus.ok.us/mus-
sites/masnum13.htm 

O 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1920 census showed Seminole with a population of 864.  In 1927, the local newspaper, “The 
Producer,” would report a visitor “getting off the train in the midst of 40,000 people in a boom oil 
town.”  In a business news item, the paper noted:  
 
“The Carter Co. has its headquarters and local offices stationed two miles north of Seminole on the 
road to Shawnee, in what is known as North Seminole.  If you were to pay this camp a visit to find out 
what you could about the Carter system of employment, and its close relations to its employees, you 
would most likely think about Henry Ford and his system of meeting his wage earners on a level. 
That's what it is; Carter Oil Co. is to the industry, just what Henry Ford is to the automobile industry.  A 
company that is built with the strength of goodwill and loyalty of satisfied employees.” 
 
Photo from: Seminole Historical Society, www.seminoleoklahoma.com/museum/ 
More 1927 newspaper articles:  www.seminoleproducer.com/ 
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The East Texas Oilfield 
 
Good News in1930 
 
It was a Sunday morning on Dec. 27, 1930, 
when the second East Texas wildcat well 
came in.  It was the Lou Della Crim No. 1, 
and it flowed 22,000 barrels of oil per day 
from 3,653 feet.  This well was nine miles 
away from the famous first discovery well of 
October 3, the Daisy Bradford No. 3, drilled 
by Columbus Marion “Dad” Joiner.   
 
But it would take two more discoveries, one 
by independent producer H.L. Hunt, before 
people realized the towns of Henderson, 
Longview, Tyler and Kilgore rested above 
the world’s largest oil reservoir.  The 
deciding fourth well came in on Jan. 26, 
1931, when John Farrell, W. A. Moncrief and 
Eddie Showers, completed Lathrop No. 1 --
25 miles north of Daisy Bradford No. 3.   
 
The Texas State Historical Association: 
 
The East Texas oilfield, located in central 
Gregg, western Rusk, southern Upshur, 
southeastern Smith, and northeastern 
Cherokee counties in the east central part of 
the state, is the largest and most prolific oil 
reservoir in the contiguous United States.  
Since its discovery in 1930, some 30,340 
wells have been drilled within its 140,000 
acres to yield nearly 5.2 billion barrels of oil. 
The source of its primary recovery was a 
strong water drive.   
 
Because the field is so large geographically 
the first wells, located several miles apart, 
were originally regarded as discovery wells 
in separate fields. After the spaces between 
the first wells were drilled, it was revealed 
that all sectors drew oil from the same 
Woodbine sands.  
 
By early spring of 1931 the widely spaced 
discoveries revealed the vastness of the field 
as hundreds of small operators began its 
unconventional development. Unlike earlier 
fields, such as Big Lake or Yates, which were 
controlled by one or a few operators who 
developed them by an orderly plan, East 
Texas field had no plan and no governor.  
 
Landowners carved their holdings into small 
mineral leases that could be measured in feet, 
offering them to the highest bidder and 
realizing up to $3,000 per acre. As the 
leasing frenzy seized the five counties of the 
field, Kilgore became the center of the boom. 
In that small town, wells were drilled in the 
yards of homes and derrick legs touched 
those of the next drilling unit. One city block 
in Kilgore contained forty-four wells.”    

In the Heart of Kilgore 

Directing the East Texas Oil Museum 
 
Among the legacies of the East Texas Oilfield is that it gave the Allies the 
petroleum reserves needed to win World War II, notes Joe White, director of 
the East Texas Oil Museum.  The giant reservoir’s wealth has produced new 
towns, new ways of living, and a livelihood for thousands of East Texas 
citizens.  And the wells are still pumping. 
 
In 1980, when the family of H.L. Hunt donated money for the museum (on 
the campus of Kilgore College), many East Texas independent oil and gas 
producer, service companies and leaseholders began donating artifacts to fill 
it.   Dirt used to mix with the cement soil of the indoor “Boomtown USA” 
street came from a former mayor of Kilgore.  The lumber for the town's 
blacksmith shop and mill came from an old barn above the oilfield.    
 
“A lot of people in the industry donated displays and Joe has done a fantastic 
job with them over the years because of his deep interest,” says Mickey D. 
Smith, an independent who has donated many artifacts.  “I remember an old 
‘Wichita’ truck I had tried to buy, but Joe managed to get it donated about 
five years ago.  It still runs.” 
 
The museum opened on the 50th anniversary of Daisy Bradford discovery 
well.   Joe has worked with many PBS documentary makers and foreign 
filmmakers from France.  Today, he is planning for the oilfield’s 75th 
anniversary, including the possibility of a stamp series (including the five 
counties of the field).  Also in the works:  The possible re-opening of a 1986 
oil patch play, “Daisy Bradford Number Three,” a stage production by the 
Shakespeare Theater Festival.  Joe works closely with Kilgore College and 
the Stephen F. Austin University in Nacogdoches.  He also is active in the 
East Texas Historical Association.   
 
Last September he moderated a panel at the group’s annual gathering at the 
Fredonia Hotel in downtown Nacogdoches, where historian Page Foshee of 
Austin described "Martial Law in East Texas.”   
 
Visit Joe White’s website at www.easttexasoilmuseum.com/index.html 
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Discovering     Florida’s First Oil Well 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mong its records for dry holes, Florida's first – but 
certainly not last – unsuccessful attempt to find 
commercially viable oil reserves began in 1901, not far 

from the Gulf Coast panhandle town of Pensacola.   
 
Two test wells were drilled, the first to 1,620 feet and the second 
a hundred feet deeper.  Both were abandoned.  Whether that 
wildcatter was following science or intuition, contemporary 
accounts of his efforts reveal only a small historical footnote: 
“Florida's first dry holes.”   
 
Twenty years later, as America's oil demand continued to soar, 
oil still had not been found in Florida.  The state's panhandle still 
looked promising – despite a growing list of failed drilling 
ventures.  Indian legends and a wildcat stock promoter's claim of 
oil inspired yet another attempt near today's Falling Waters 
Park, about 100-miles east of Pensacola.   
 
A tall, wooden derrick and steam-driven rig were used to drill.  
At a depth 3,900 feet, a brief showing of natural gas excited area 
residents with a false report of a possible gusher.  Undeterred, 
the oilmen continued to drill to a depth of 4,912 feet before 
finally giving up.  No oil of commercial quantity was found and 
the well was capped in 1921.  Another dry hole.   

 
 

 
Around this time, one of Florida's most revered 
visionaries and entrepreneurs, Barron G. Collier, was 
busily purchasing land in the sparsely populated 
southwest part of the state.  Between 1921 and 1923, he 
acquired about 1.3 million acres that would eventually 
become Collier and Hendry counties, including what is 
now the “Big Cypress Preserve.”   
 
Collier had made his fortune in streetcar advertising 
sales, beginning in his native Memphis and spreading 
from New York to San Francisco as Consolidated Street 
Railway Advertising Company.  With his capital and a 
vision of Florida alien to most, one of his first challenges 
was construction of the Tamiami Trail (U.S. 41).  
 
This road, extending for 368 miles from Tampa southward 
along the Gulf coast to Naples, then eastward to Miami, was 
built through some of the most difficult terrain in the United 
States – mostly dense swamps and wilderness infested with 
snakes and alligators.  
 
Barron Collier's tireless advocacy and personal financial 
backing was key to successful completion of the 
Tamiami Trail in April 1928.  Ever the savvy 
businessman, Collier negotiated his first oil lease in the 
county with Gulf Oil Company in the mid 1930s, despite 
Florida's still unbroken string of dry holes.

A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Florida produces about 10,000 barrels of oil each day, ranking it 19th among oil producing states.  The granddaddy 
of all Florida wells is Sunniland No. 1.  The original Collier County well, capped less than three years after its 1943 
discovery, was later restored and donated by Humble Oil Company, on State Road 29.   

Editor’s Note:   
This begins a series of 
histories about first 
discoveries in 33 oil and 
natural gas producing states.  
After decades of dry holes, 
the earliest commercial oil 
well in Florida came in on 
Sept. 26, 1943, in the 
southwest part of the state.   
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Gulf Oil brought in 50 men to conduct 
seismic testing, using the first big-wheeled 
“swamp buggy” vehicles of their type in the 
county.  Gulf established headquarters in 
Everglades City, then the county seat, and 
began the search.   
 
For 10 years, Gulf searched.  The company 
drilled a number of wells, some to a depth of 
about 6,000 feet, but ultimately, seismic 
tests convinced them that full scale drilling 
was not warranted and in 1938, Gulf Oil 
pulled out.   
 
By 1939, almost 80 dry holes had been 
drilled, the deepest to a depth of 6,180 feet.  
About this time, Florida legislators, 
desperate for their state to become an oil 
producer, offered a $50,000 bounty for the 
first discovery. 
 
Hoping to find success at greater depth, 
Peninsular Oil and Refining Company 
drilled in Southwest Florida's Monroe 
County to 10,006 feet, but still found no oil.   
 
Collier's confidence nevertheless remained 
unshakeable.  His son relates of the time,  “I 
said to dad, ‘You know, perhaps we have to 
face the fact that maybe there is no oil in 
Collier County.’  Well, he was just 
absolutely furious.  He shook his finger 
under my nose and said, ‘Just don't let 
anybody tell you that there isn't any oil in 
Collier County.’  And when I looked at him, 
he smiled and said, ‘I can smell it.’” 
 
Following their Monroe county 
disappointment, Peninsular executed a lease 
assignment to Humble Oil and Refining Co. 
and Humble began searching near the 
Sunniland watering stop on the Atlantic 
Coast Line Railroad.  Barron Collier 
remained absolutely confident that oil would 
be found in southwest Florida, but when he 
died in 1939, with his sons at his bedside, oil 
in Florida remained an unrealized dream.   
 
At Sunniland, the search continued, with the drilling done 
by the Hoffland Brothers of Tulsa, Oklahoma, one of the 
foremost drilling companies in the country.   
 
Then, on the 26th of September 1943, after expending 
about $1 million and reaching a depth of 11,626, Humble 
Oil Co. brought in Sunniland No. 1, Florida's first 
producing oil well.  The site is about 12-miles south of 
Immokalee, by present day Big Cypress Preserve and a 30-
minute drive from the resort city of Naples.   
 
Initial daily production was 140 barrels of oil and 425 
gallons of salt water, which eventually settled down to 20 
barrels per day.  This was no gusher, but it proved the 
tenacious Barron Collier's wildcatter intuition to have been 
right on target.   

 
Predictably, the Humble Oil Co. find sparked a flurry of 
lease purchases and wildcat wells.  By 1954, the Sunniland 
field was producing 500,000 barrels per year from eleven 
wells at average depths of 11,575 feet.  Sunniland remained 
Florida's top producer until 1964, when Sun Oil Co., after 
spending $10 million on 34 dry holes, discovered the Felda 
field in nearby Hendry County. 
 
Pleased with its discovery of the Sunniland oilfield, 
Humble Oil accepted the $50,000 prize offered by the state, 
added $10,000 – and donated the $60,000 equally between 
the University of Florida and the Florida State College for 
women.  Humble would later become the Exxon Corp., 
now ExxonMobil.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Collier County News, one of Barron Collier's many ventures, enthusiastically reported 
Sunniland No. 1 and provided its readers with a primer on oil drilling and photographs of the 
rig and site.  The site is about 12-miles south of Immokalee, by present day Big Cypress 
Preserve.  The Collier County Museum in Naples (below) documents the well with an exhibit 
and small pumping unit. 
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The Ocean Star  
 
An Offshore  
Rig Museum  
 
The Ocean Star offshore drilling rig 
and museum is located on Galveston 
Island.  Lisa White, operating 
manager, guides tourists on board the 
jack-up drilling rig.  The museum 
includes three floors of scale models, 
drill bits and remotely operated 
vehicles, as well as videos on offshore 
geology, seismic surveys and well 
servicing.   
 
Visitors take a skywalk out onto the 
drill floor of the rig or visit the 
exhibits on the pipe deck from the 
first floor of the museum.  Lisa says 
the Ocean Star’s educational outreach 
program, established in 1999, puts 
into perspective the offshore drilling 
industry’s safety and environmental 
record.   
 
The museum has created a traveling 
“knowledge box” (actually, it is a 
large trunk, says Lisa) filled with 
oilfield devices and artifacts for 
teaching children, from kindergarten 
through grade 12, the science and 
technology of drilling.  Ocean Star 
also hosts teacher workshops, field 
trips and overnighters and summer 
camps. 
 
Pioneer Hall of Fame 
 
The Hall of Fame recognizes people 
and technologies that took the 
industry to sea, Lisa notes.  Pioneers 
are individuals who have 
distinguished themselves through 
their vision, drive, innovation and 
leadership.   
 
Offshore industry leaders are 
recognized at the rig museum.  Past 
Awardees include firefighter "Red" 
Adair; Brown & Root founders 
George and Herman Brown; and 
Ralph T. McDermott, who founded 
the offshore drilling and platform 
construction company J. Ray 
McDermott. 
 
Pioneering technologies are those 
innovations that stand out in the 
development of the offshore industry 
and its resources. The Hall of Fame 
also honors the individuals and 
companies that contributed to the 

The Offshore Energy Center (OEC) chronicles the heritage and 
technological accomplishments of the offshore industry, according to 
Executive Director Sandra Mourton.  In October she accepted the “Best 
Outreach Program Award” from the publisher of World Oil Magazine, 
Rusty Meador.   
 
The annual black-tie gala and dinner benefited four universities that offer 
programs leading to careers in the petroleum industry.  The OEC Society, 
chaired by Dana Weber, is “a group of men and women sharing a common 
bond by their occupation and/or interest in the offshore oil and gas industry. 
The society is dedicated to supporting the educational and public service 
objectives of the Offshore Energy Center.”   
 
The offshore rig museum provides professional drilling and production 
courses in addition to monthly Marathon Oil Company “family days.”  
Other OEC projects include an Offshore Pioneers Hall of Fame and a 
public education program developed for students, teachers and the general 
public.  The Ocean Star offshore rig museum is located at the intersection of 
Harborside and 21st Street (entrance is on the east end of Pier 20) in 
Galveston.  Visit the Ocean Star website at www.oceanstaroec.com 

The OEC Emphasis on Education  
 

Offshore Energy Center 

Galveston Bay rig maintenance can be 
viewed from the Ocean Star Museum.  
Operating manager Lisa White joined 
museum staff three years ago, bringing a 
degree in marine biology.  She maintains 
the exhibits, events – and sometimes  the 
rig itself, which, she says, could use a 
repainting.  Lisa has hosted overnight 
stays of Boy Scout and Girl Scout Troops.  
The museum and a Pioneer Hall of Fame 
program is part of the Offshore Energy 
Center in Houston.   
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Texas Energy 

 Museum 
 
Volunteer Carl Rush (seated) tells one of 
his rig “dog house” stories to Texas 
Energy Museum Director Ryan Smith, 
who says the museum in Beaumont has 
many new educational programs for public 
and private school groups.  The standard 
program includes a 50-minute, interpreter-
led tour. www.texasenergymuseum.

 
Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum, operated by Lamar University in Beaumont, is a 15-building complex, which 
re-creates Gladys City, an early 1900s era boomtown on the historic Spindletop oilfield.  The museum is open to the public year-round.  
Visitors can relive the boom days on a tour through the buildings representing actual businesses in operation during the boom, according to 
Curator Christy Murino.  In the years since its dedication in 1976, over one-half million people have visited Gladys City.  The museum 
provides services to the public, including school tours, adult group tours, teachers' workshops, and historical information for researchers, 
journalists, and the general public. Visit /www.spindletop.org/info/index.html to hear some period music as you take a virtual tour. 

New Gallery Opening & Events  
Petroleum Museum in Midland 
 
Monthly Family Science Nights, sponsored by ChevronTexaco.  “Germs, Grunge & Grime!”  Cookies and 
refreshments served.  March 25 – Lunch & Lecture. “Rattlesnake Roundup.”  Yep, we said rattlesnake, up close 
and personal. Come and learn more about these West Texas native creatures. Dessert and drinks will be 
provided.  Bring a brown bag lunch. 11:30 a.m.  – 12:30 p.m.  Free admission.  April 2 – Jr. Girl Scouts Camp-
In.  “Geology.”  Join us for an evening filled with crafts, museum exploration, and creative projects.  Geology, 
Science, and Wildlife activities earn Scout badges!  Cost is $18 per camper and $8 for adults.   
 
New Chaparral Gallery Opening is April 15 - 17 
 
The Chaparral Gallery at The Petroleum Museum – Grand Opening Celebration!  Celebrity Golf Classic, 
Rattlesnake Raceway tours, Celebrity Racing Forum, Press Conference, Autographs, Evening Gala, Art Exhibit, 
Public Festival and more!  Learn more at www.petroleummuseum.org 
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Five years ago, “Oil Patch Dreams: Images of the 
Petroleum Industry in American Art,” an 
exhibition of 20th Century art, “traced the central 
role that oil has played in modern American 
history and culture,” according to its organizer, 
the Art Museum of Southeast Texas, Beaumont.   
 
The June 24-Aug. 22, 1999, exhibition at the Austin 
Museum of Art, began with works from early in this 
century, “when oil became a symbol of American 
prosperity and progress.  Visual artists have long been 
important recorders and interpreters of oil's influence in 
the United States, and particularly in Texas, where the 
state's identity has been closely tied to the idea of the ‘oil 
patch dream,’ the aspiration of attaining wealth and 
power through a combination of speculation, intuition, 
and hard work.  
 
“Artists from the state have 
also reflected more 
contemporary perspectives 
on the impact of oil, 
through works that suggest 
more complex assessments 
of oil's recent role in the 
environment and world 
economy.   
 
In approximately 60 paintings, sculpture, and drawings, 
artists such as Thomas Hart Benton, Charles Umlauf, 
Susan Crile, Andy Warhol and Bob Wade examine the 
dramatic contrasts and shifting boundaries between the 
myth and realities of oil throughout this century. 
 
“Early in this century, artists were attracted by the new 
technology, one that contributed to the growing concept of 
Modernism and its belief in unbridled progress.  They 
romanticized the oil boom of the 1920s and were 
fascinated by the machinery of oil exploration.  In the 
1930s, WPA muralists portrayed the oil industry as a 
bastion of security and prosperity in the midst of 
widespread economic and social uncertainty.  As the 
century progressed and the United States became 
increasingly dependent on foreign oil, artists’ views of the 
oil industry became more ambivalent.  
 
“Some artists, like Charles Umlauf and Bob Wade, 
created a mythologized, nostalgic version of the oil 
industry. Susan Crile's 1991 series of monumental 
paintings depicting the oil fires of Kuwait in the Gulf 
War, dramatize the political and ecological implications of 
society's dependence on oil. Contemporary artists 
continue to explore the nature of the oil patch dream, 
which, even at the end of this century, remains an intrinsic 
part of the American dream. 

 
The exhibit, “the most 
comprehensive gathering of art 
related to the oil industry to 
date,” was organized by the Art 
Museum of Southeast Texas, 
Beaumont, Texas, with support 
of Houston Endowment Inc. and 
other sponsors   
 
It was co-curated by Jeffrey J. 
York, the Museum's Executive 
Director, and by Francine 
Carraro, Professor of Art History 
at Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos.”    
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Austin presentation of Oil Patch Dreams was made 
possible by Ford, Fritz, Byrne & Head, L.L.P., The Inland 
Group L.L.C., Roliff Purrington, Mayor, Day, Caldwell, 
& Keeton, L.L.P., and John M. Scanlan.  Copyright 1996-
1999 Traditional Fine Art Online, Inc. All rights reserved. 
 
www.tfaoi.com/newsm1/n1m283.htm 
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Images clockwise from above:   Aaron Arion, Spindletop Viewing Her Gusher, 
1903, pastel on linen, 25 1/2 x 39 1/2 inches; Alexandre Hogue, Pecos 
Escarpment, 1937, egg tempera on panel, 28 x 30 inches; Bo Bartlett, Oil 
Painting, 1996, oil on linen, 84 x 72 inches; Andy Warhol, Mobilgas, 1985, 
screenprint and colophon, 38 x 38 inches. 

Oil Patch Dreams:   
 

Images of the Petroleum Industry in 
AMERICAN ART 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Petroleum History Institute (PHI) was officially organized 
last June, according to William R. Brice, president, geology 
and planetary science at the University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown. 
 
PHI is an outgrowth of the Drake Well Foundation (DWF).  
The board of directors of DWF felt that the foundation was 
expanding beyond the confines for Oil Creek Valley in 
Pennsylvania with its oil history symposia and its journal, Oil-
Industry History.  “It was time for a new effort and a new 
organization,” Brice notes.   
 
“For example, last March the DWF symposium was held in 
Shreveport, La., and we have one in the works for 2004 in 
West Virginia (dates to be set soon).  Therefore, the Drake 
Well Foundation was dissolved and the Petroleum History 
Institute was created at a meeting in Meadville last June.  All 
assets and the journal were formally transferred to the PHI,” he 
explains. 
 
Brice says board members are working out the details of the 
by-laws and membership fees and other details have not been 
fixed, including the type of memberships.  But at the very least, 
members will receive the journal and discounts in registration 
costs at the PHI symposia, including the upcoming one in West 
Virginia. 
  
Oil-Industry History is published once a year (2004 will be the 
fifth volume).  The latest issue will include papers from the 
Shreveport meeting.  Previous issues are available from Brice.  
 

 
 
 
Each individual issue is $35; all four issues can be purchased 
for $120 (postpaid).   
 
“Thus, the Petroleum History Institute has been formally 
created and is alive and well.  Beginning in 2004, we will be 
making an large effort to let people know what we are and seek 
membership,” Brice concludes.  
 
Brice is seeking new journal subscribers from oilfield 
historians, museum directors and historical societies.  Anyone 
interested in obtaining copies of Oil-Industry History can 
contact him at:   
 
William R. Brice, (814) 269-2942   wbrice@pitt.edu.   
President, Geology & Planetary Science 
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown 
Johnstown, PA  15904 
 
Field Trips Highlight 3rd Oil Symposium 
 
In March 2003, the Drake Well Foundation (now the Petroleum 
History Institute), held its third symposium on oil industry 
history.  Sixty participants visited Shreveport, La., from as far 
away as Vienna, Austria, and Fairbanks, Alaska, to participate 
in field trips to three different states.   
 
The first field excursion took the group into northern 
Louisiana’s Caddo – Pine Island Field and to the Louisiana Oil 
and Gas Museum in Oil City, “where everyone was treated to 
historic oilfield exhibits and a Southern fish fry of shrimp and 
catfish.”   
 
A later tour of the giant East Texas Field included a scenic visit 
to wells producing on the banks of the Sabine River. The third 
trip was an excursion into Arkansas to see the Smackover Field 
and to tour the Arkansas Museum of Natural Resources.

 

Geologists Host 
History Forums 

 
Professors Bob Ginsburg and Robert D. Hatcher Jr. are chair and co-chair, respectively, of the American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists (AAPG) History of Petroleum Geology Committee, a standing committee of the association for many years.  Hatcher 
says the AAPG history committee’s goals seem to be very similar to those of AOGHS.  He would like to begin discussions with the 
society, “with the hope of being able to cooperate on common goals.”  His committee meets each year at the AAPG annual 
meeting. 
 
Hatcher notes that for several years AAPG has sponsored a little recognized but remarkably successful forum on the history of 
petroleum geology.  “We are constantly looking for other ways to foster the dispersal of knowledge on the history of petroleum 
geology (geophysics, exploration and development, etc.).  We look forward to some fruitful discussions,” he adds.  Hatcher is 
University of Tennessee distinguished scientist and professor, tectonics and structural geology, Science Alliance Center of 
Excellence, department of geological sciences, 306 Geological Sciences Building, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN  37996-
1410.  AAPG’s next annual meeting is slated for April 18-21, in Dallas.   

Petroleum 
History Institute 
Formed 
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The Kern County Museum’s 
“Black Gold: The Oil 
Experience,” is a  $4 million 
permanent exhibit of Californian 
oilfields.  The Bakersfield 
exhibition opened in late 2002, 
after six years in the making, says 
Director Carola Enriquez.   
 
Designed by Museum Arts Inc. of 
Dallas, it includes a 9,640-
square-foot exhibit area and 2.3 
surrounding acres.  A simulated 
diving bell is used to explain how 
oil is formed.  Also described is 
the transformation of oil into 
products – and the dangers of 
asphalt mining.   
 
Enriquez notes that with Kern 
County providing 64 percent of 
California’s production, the oil 
inustry has been a crucial 
component of the local economy 
since the 1890s.  

Exhibit & Event 
Calendar 
 
March 28 – “Classic Volkswagen 
Vintage and Custom Car Show,” 
provided by the Northeast Association 
of Transporter Owners, Inc., a national 
nonprofit vintage Volkswagen club.  
 
April 1 to Oct. 31 – A parade of horse 
drawn vehicles and mounted riders in 
“Settle in Kern!  The Immigrant 
Experience” looks at the reasons why 
people immigrated to Kern County in 
the first place.   
 
April 17 – “WineFest 2004” is “an 
enchanting evening of wine tasting” and 
a unique silent auction.  Advance 
reservations required, $40 per person. 
Table sponsorships are available. 
 
May 8 – The annual “All American 
Powered Car Show” is sponsored by 
Mopar Muscle Club International of 
Bakersfield.  Proceeds benefit the Kern 
County Museum and other local 
charities. 
 
May 15-16 – “Old Time Peddlers’ 
Faire” is a weekend of shopping for 
antiques and collectibles sponsored by 
Ace's Antiques.  Admission is $7 per 
person. 
 
May 22 – The “Western Heritage 
Festival” is a day right out of the old 
wild, wild west with reenactments of 
western style shootouts, riding and 
roping demonstrations, entertainment, 
cowboy poetry, crafts and trade 
demonstrations and wagon rides.  A 
parade of horse drawn vehicles and 
mounted riders around the museum 
grounds will be held at 11 a.m.   
 
Meeting Weekly at the Museum 
The Native American Arts Association 
meets every Thursday at the Kern 
County Museum from 9 a.m. to noon.   
It is an opportunity to learn basketry, 
beadwork or other crafts.   

Hot & Heavy Oil 
 
Ten years ago, Kern County reached its 
all-time production high of 256 million 
barrels of oil a year.  The San Joaquin 
Geological Society reports that southern 
San Joaquin Valley – and Kern County 
in particular – still produces a 
tremendous amount of electricity 
through steam cogeneration.   
 
Two-thirds of the oil produced in 
California is “heavy” (in other words, 
too thick and viscous to flow on its 
own), steam is pumped into the ground 
to heat the oil and make it behave more 
like water and less like molasses.  Steam 
injection makes the oil more mobile and 
enables it to flow into wells where it can 
be produced.  Cogeneration means using 
steam to first turn turbines and produce 
electricity before the steam is pumped 
into the subsurface to heat the heavy oil 
in the sandstone reservoirs. 
 
Also chronicled by the San Joaquin 
Geological Society: 
 
1861 – First oil well in California drilled 
manually in Humboldt County; 1875 – 
First commercial oil field discovered in 
Los Angeles County; 1885 – Natural gas 
wells are drilled in Stockton for fuel and 
lighting; 1887 – “Wild Goose” well at 
Oil City, 1889 – Oil wells drilled at 
Maricopa with a steam-powered rig 
mark discovery of the Midway-Sunset 
field; 1896 – Shamrock Gusher comes in 
at McKittrick and hastens end of tar 
mining; 1899 – Hand-dug oil well 
discovers Kern River field, starts an 
county-wide boom; 1909 – the “Midway 
Gusher” blows out near the oil town of 
Fellows.  Flowing at about 2,000 barrels 
of per day, this well foreshadowed 
development of Midway-Sunset, a 
billion-barrel field, which today is the 
largest oil-producing field in the 
continental United States. 
 
The San Joaquin Valley has had many 
gushers, starting with the Shamrock 
in1896.  But none came close to 
Lakeview No. 1, which flowed, 
uncapped and untamed, at 18,000 
barrels a day for 18 months in 1910 and 
1911.    

Kern County Museum Exhibit 
Hurry!  Closes March 21 
 
Great Moments in Time: 
Images from the 
New York Times 
Photo Archives  
 
The New York Times Photo Archives 
features some of the most memorable 
photographs of recent history.  This 
traveling exhibition includes some of 
the finest images from the New York 
Times archives.  Museum quality 
copies are available for purchase with 
proceeds benefiting the Kern County 
Museum.  Famous and fascinating 
images from the museum’s own 
Bakersfield photo archives also are 
featured.  For more information, 
please contact the Kern County 
Museum at (661) 852-5000 or visit 
online at /www.kcmuseum.org/ 

California Oil & Gas Museums 

Kern County Museum  
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West Kern Oil Museum

Wooden Derrick 
Ends Long Reign 

 
Jameson No. 17, the original 106-foot 
wooden derrick once stood over its 
original well, drilled with cable tools 
in 1917.  The well was producing into 
the 1980s, one of the longest 
continuously producing wells.  
Needless to say, it was a favorite 
among visitors to the West Kern Oil 
Museum in Taft.  It is no longer, as 
the museum explains:   
 
“With increasing concerns about its 
stability, the West Kern County 
museum board decided to pull down 
the 1917 derrick.  Although wanting 
to preserve the West Side's history 
and leave the derrick standing, the 
safety of the volunteers and visitors 
became the deciding factor.  We hope 
to be able to fill it back in later this 
year when we start construction on 
the new wooden derrick.” 
 
Souvenirs are being made from the 
best of the original, weathered and 
splintered boards from the derrick.  
Frames are being made from the 
distressed wood to hold copies of 
Jean Kitchak's painting of wooden 
derricks in the old oilfields, a popular 
item on sale in the museum gift shop.  
Other souvenirs are being made and 
will be available soon in the gift shop. 
 

In the 1920s, more than 
7,000 wooden derricks 
covered 21 miles in 
Southwest Kern County.  
In Taft, the West Kern 
County Museum, run 
entirely by volunteers, is 
dedicated to collecting, 
preserving, exhibiting 
and interpreting artifacts, 
books, and equipment 
that tell the whole story, 
particularly that of West 
Kern County.   
 
Curator Jane Kinsey says 
the museum tries to tell 
of the businesses, 
communities and people 
affected by the oil 
industry.  It is dedicated 
to increasing the public 
understanding and 
appreciation of the 
Midway Sunset field, 
which, by 1915, 
produced one half of the 
oil in California.   At the 
time, California led the 
nation in oil production.

The last steel derrick of California’s Midway field has been 
reconstructed at the West Kern Oil Museum grounds.  Museum 
volunteers used a 1946 Bucyrus Erie Crane to put the first 
sections in place.  A modern crane had to be brought in to assist 
with the last section.  The derrick stands 90-feet tall.  Steel 
derricks began in the 1920s.  Visit:  www.westkern-
oilmuseum.org 

The Oil Museum in 
Santa Paula 

Mike Nelson, director of the California Oil Museum in Santa Paula, issues by e-mail a 
weekly museum activity update to anyone interested in oil history.  A December 2003 issue 
is typical of his oilfield communication work:  “Two new Community Exhibits opened on 
Sunday, with 145 in attendance for the day.  ‘Hot Wheels: The 35th Anniversary’ is 
presented by the Santa Paula Historical Society, with Guest Curator Brian Hernandez.”   
 
Nelson also notes:  “Thirty riders from the South Bay Harley Owners Group in Lawndale 
arrived at the museum last Sunday, Feb. 8, to see the Giro d’Italia exhibit of 1950s Italian 
racing motorcycles.  The Santa Barbara Ducati Club is scheduled to arrive on Feb. 22 and the 
Southern Cruisers Riding Club from Orange County will be visiting on March 6.  The 
Bakersfield Californian is covering the museum in a feature story.  Reporter Erin Waldner 
toured the Museum on Feb. 11 with a photographer.   The story is intended to encourage 
readers to visit the museum on their summer trips to coastal southern California.  The 
Ventura County Star will be doing a feature story on the Museum this spring.   
 
“The museum’s next exhibit celebrates Women’s History Month and is entitled, “Women 
Celebrating Hope and Possibility.”  Curator John Nichols worked with Janet Anderson and 
Wannette Jauregui of the Santa Paula Women’s History Committee to develop the exhibit.  It 
will open with a reception on Sunday, March 7, in the Keck Room of the Museum.”    

 

The California Oil Museum building 
was built for $38,000 in 1890 by three 
California oil pioneers.  It is operated 
by the City of Santa Paula. Funding is 
provided from multiple sources 
including Museum memberships, 
admissions, the gift store, the Museum 
Endowment, annual fundraisers, the 
California oil industry and the City of 
Santa Paula. 
 
Visit:  www.oilmuseum.net 

THE AMERICAN OIL & GAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY        THE PETROLEUM AGE  15 



 

1201 15th Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC  20005 

Support your local oil & natural gas museum.  Join the AOGHS nationwide effort to promote local and community 
museums, county historical societies & individuals dedicated to preserving petroleum’s wildcatting heritage.  Our 
mission is to raise public awareness of the 145 years of U.S. exploration and production history.  Please support this 
growing network of “oil-patch” historians and preservationists.  To join AOGHS, mail this form to the address below, 
or fax it to (202) 857-4799 to be invoiced.  Educators, students, libraries, etc. receive free copies of The Petroleum 
Age, our quarterly newsletter.  Call (202) 857-4785.  Make checks payable to:  AOGHS 
 
MEMBERSHIP & SUBSCRIPTION CATEGORIES     
 

 Annual Membership    $25 
 Annual Sustaining    $75 
 Annual Patron        $200-$500 
 Other Contributions:  $____________ 

 
 
Name ___________________________________________  Title ____________________________________________ 
 
Company/Organization ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ________________________________________  State ____________  Zip Code  __________________________ 
 
Phone  __________________________________  Email  _____________________________________ 
 

Your membership and contributions are tax deductible. 

AOGHS Museum Spotlight:    Route 66 & the Anadarko Basin 
 
Some of the deepest natural gas wells on Earth have been in the Anadarko Basin.  The Anadarko Basin Museum of Natural History 
exhibits include much of the region’s oil and gas memorabilia, art and photographs, oil and gas exploration and production equipment.  
The museum is located in the old Casa Grande Hotel, which was headquarters for the US Highway 66 Association National Convention 
on April 27, 1931.  The hotel was built in the late 1920's and promoted as the only fireproof hotel between Oklahoma City and Amarillo.  
It is also the site of one of the world's largest drilling rigs, 181 feet tall, and visible from Interstate 40.  The museum also houses the Route 
66 World News, a publication promoting the history and preservation of the nostalgia of the “Main Street of America.”  The goal is to 
portray a relationship between Route 66 and oil and gas.  The regional nature of the museum encompasses a large, natural geologic 
wonder known as the Anadarko Basin.  The basin covers most of the area roughly bounded by Oklahoma City, Anadarko, Amarillo, 
Guymon, Dodge City, and Blackwell.  Visit:  www.itlnet.net/web/route66/page4.html 
 

Patrons will be acknowledged in The Petroleum Age
 

   Join Today! 


