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Discovering the Story of Petroleum

The Society of Petroleum Engineers’ new educational 

book for students, featuring exploration and production 

technologies, transportation, refining, and much more, is  

an introduction to the history and uses of oil.  Page 7

Azerbaijanis Visit Museums

The Azerbaijan Republic is creating an oil 

history museum, park and energy education 

complex for its capital, Baku. Oil and gas 

museum directors are playing a role in this 

historic undertaking. The American Oil & 

Gas Historical Society hosted a Feb. 4-13 

Azerbaijani delegation tour of museums in 

Texas and Oklahoma.  Page 10

Cantankerous Combustion

At the turn of the century, about 8,000 vehicles 

shared mostly unpaved roads with horses and 

wagons. An innovative assortment of electric, 

steam, and “internal explosion” engines 

powered these horseless carriages.  Page 6

Museum Makeover

A multimillion-dollar renovation of the 

Drake Well Museum in Titusville is the 

state of Pennsylvania’s contribution to the 

150th birthday of the American oil and gas 

industry.  Page 14

Resource Guide

The Library of Congress, 

in partnership with the 

Foundation Center, has 

compiled a useful fund-

raising guide for non- 

profit groups.  Page 3

Hollywood Goes Roughneck

Among the screen credits of the award-winning 

movie “There Will Be Blood” are oil and gas 

museums, where the filmmakers researched 

details for the fictional account of the 1920s oil 

industry. The design of the derrick came from  

the West Kern Oil Museum. Page 8

Geologic Resource

The American Geological Insti-

tute is creating new educational 

materials linked to Hollywood’s 

summer release of “Journey to 

the Center of the Earth 3D.”  

Page 5

Petroleum & Sea Power 

The U.S.S. Texas, commis-

sioned in 1914, was the last 

American battleship built with 

coal-fired boilers. By 1927, it 

had been converted to burn  

fuel oil.  Page 13
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Although oilmen may take exception to the dark portrayal of the main character, the 

hit movie “There Will Be Blood” does present a vivid depiction of cable-tool era 

technologies. You can practically smell the derrick lumber. Oil museums had much 

to do with this. As a Jan. 6 article in the New York Times quotes the film’s director, 

two museums in Kern County, Calif., were “our Library of Congress.”  

Photographs of oilfields in early 20th-century California came from the West Kern 

Oil Museum – as did a 1914 blueprint used to build the cable-tool derrick. Museums 

in Texas also were visited, including the Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown 

Museum in Beaumont, where antique equipment was leased. “The rig that we built 

was strong enough, we could have actually drilled,” noted one special effects expert. 

Meanwhile, oil museums report that the movie (along with record oil prices) has 

increased visitors. Many are asking, “Why are gasoline prices so high?” Fortunately, 

community museums offer a science-based perspective. In effect, they serve as an 

information desk for an industry little understood by the public. Today more than 

ever, the industry needs an educated public making informed decisions about energy. 

Petroleum exhibits contribute to energy education. Volunteer staff members – often 

retired, highly skilled industry professionals – answer skeptical inquiries by sharing 

historical details about the economic cycles of oil and natural gas production. Most 

visitors walk away with a new appreciation for petroleum engineering, geology and 

chemistry. 

Last year at the Drake Well Museum in Titusville, Pa., visitors came from 32 

countries. This may be part of a trend for even more worldwide visitors next year 

when America celebrates the industry’s 150th anniversary. The museum, now under 

renovation, also features “Born in Freedom: The Story of Edwin Drake” – a 1955 oil 

patch classic with Vincent Price in the leading role. – Bruce Wells
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Editor’s Desk

Oil Museums Make a Difference

Hollywood rarely portrays an 

oilman as the “good guy” – 

preferring stereotypes and 

ignoring the historic and vital 

role petroleum has played in 

America’s standard of living. 

One exception is “The Stars 

Fell on Henrietta,” starring 

Robert Duvall. 

Help Fuel Energy Education  

This historical society advocates education about petroleum history – promoting 

the industry’s significant social and scientific accomplishments. Energy educators 

increasingly recognize that the almost 150 years of science and technological 
accomplishments offer a context for teaching the modern industry. AOGHS needs 

individual and corporate sponsors to sustain its energy education programs. All 

who believe in our mission are asked to send a generous donation. Help make a 

difference in energy education. 
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he Library of Congress, in 

partnership with the Foundation 

Center, has compiled a new web- 

based fund-raising guide “to help the 

preservation community save the nation’s 

millions of at-risk artifacts for future 

generations.” 

Foundation Grants for Preservation in 
Libraries, Archives, and Museums features 

information on 1,725 grants awarded by 

474 foundations from 2003 through 2007 

for projects related to preservation and 

conservation. The guide is a free PDF 

download at the Library of Congress 

website: www.loc.gov/preserv/ foundtn-

grants.html.  

T

Resource Guide

The guide features 474 grant sources. It

is free from the Library of Congress.

Save Our History Program

The History Channel’s Save 

Our History Grant Program 

provides funding to organ-

izations – including small 

museums and historical societies – that 

partner with schools on local community 

preservation projects.  

The program is a national education and 

preservation initiative that raises aware-

ness and support for preserving local 

heritage. During the 2008-2009 school 

year, the History Channel will award 

grants of up to $10,000 to historical 

organizations to fund hands-on educat-

ional projects that teach students about 

their local history and actively engage 

them in its preservation.

Since launching the program in 2004, the 

History Channel has distributed more 

than 100,000 educators’ manuals, reach-

ing 2.5 million students. It has awarded 

$750,000 in grants to 82 historical 

groups nationwide, funding hands-on 

educational projects teaching students 

about their local history. For guidelines, 

visit www.saveourhistory.com. Applicat- 

ion are due June 6.  

Picturing Ohio Oil History 

Petroleum geologist 

Jeff A. Spencer and 

geology professor 

Mark J. Camp have 

produced an excellent 

pictorial history book 

– with unique photo-

graphs covering more 

than 100 years of oil 

and natural gas history in Ohio.  

Ohio Oil and Gas features hundreds of 

photographs from county museums and 

historical societies and covers the many 

historic producing areas of Ohio. The 

128-page soft-cover book also provides 

examples of early oil and gas refining 

and marketing, as well as exploration 

and production facts and images. It 

spotlights small towns impacted by the 

oil and natural gas industry. 

Spencer is a petroleum geologist, oil 

field historian and collector of oilfield 

postcards. He has written several papers 

for the Oil-Industry History, the journal 

of the Petroleum History Institute. Mark 

“America’s collections are essential and they are at risk. We are gratified that the 

Library of Congress and the Foundation Center are answering the conservation 

‘call to action’ with the publication of this important guide,” says Anne-Imelda 

Radice, director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services, a source of 

federal support for libraries and museums.  

The guide’s information is drawn from the Foundation Center’s extensive data-

base of grants awarded by U.S. foundations. The guide also includes links to 

additional useful information at the center’s website, including its free Foundation 

Finder look-up tool and tutorials on proposal writing.  

To create the guide, the Library of Congress and the Foundation Center consulted 

with Heritage Preservation, Washington, D.C., a nonprofit group serving libraries 

and others dedicated to preserving historical collections. The Foundation Center, 

established in New York City in 1956, promotes philanthropy by connecting 

nonprofits with grant sources. Visit www.foundationcenter.org.  

J. Camp, a geology professor at the 

University of Toledo, is the author of 

three other Arcadia Publishing titles.  

Visit www.arcadiapublishing.com.  

Drake Well Museum News

The Drake Well Museum in Titusville, 

PA., administered by the Pennsylvania 

Historical and Museum Commission, has 

achieved its third accreditation by the 

American Association of Museums 

(AAM). Requirements include a rigorous 

year of self-study, a site visit by a peer 

review team, and a final decision from the 

AAM Accreditation Committee.   

Museum Director Barbara Zolli led the 

museum through the recent process – and 

the successful accreditation in 1997. The 

museum, initially accredited in 1983, 

must undergo a review every 10 years to 

maintain AAM accredited status. 

Accreditation brings national recognition 

for a commitment to excellence, says 

Zolli. “We want to express our gratitude 

to our communities, volunteers, and 

fellow institutions for your support and 

partnership, she adds.  

Separately, Pennsylvania has awarded the 

Drake Well Museum $6.34 million for a 

major renovation in anticipation of the oil 

industry’s 150th anniversary (see page 

14). Last renovated in the 1960s, the 

Titusville museum will host special 

events during the American Oil & Gas 

Historical Society’s 2009 Energy 

Education Conference & Field Trip.  



               4          THE PETROLEUM AGE         MARCH  2008         VOL. 5, NO. 1                                 THE AMERICAN OIL & GAS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Marathon Donates $1 Million

Marathon Oil Corp. has donated $1 mil-

lion to the University of Wyoming that 

will support energy education and 

research programs.  

Making the Feb. 19 presentation at the 

Wyoming State Capitol were (left to 

right) Steve Guidry, regional vice 

president of U.S. production for 

Marathon, Wyoming Gov. Dave 

Freudenthal, and University of Wyoming 

President Tom Buchanan. The gift will 

be matched by Wyoming’s state 

endowment and facilities matching 

funds, doubling the $1 million Marathon 

contribution.  

The funding will establish an annual 

four-week field geophysical course in 

the Rocky Mountain region, expand the 

College of Engineering and Applied 

Science, and create plans for the 

Marathon Interdisciplinary Fossil Fuel 

Research Laboratory in the School of 

Energy Resources. 

Earth Sciences for Society

In January 2006, the United Nations 

General Assembly proclaimed the year 

2008 to be the United Nations Inter-

national Year of Planet Earth (IYPE) 

with activities to span the three years 

2007-2009. 

IYPE seeks to ensure greater use by 

society of the knowledge accumulated 

by the world’s 400,000 earth scientists. 

The U.N. initiative hopes to “build safer, 

healthier and wealthier societies around 

the globe as expressed in the Year’s 

subtitle, Earth Science for Society.” 

The U.N. General Assembly worldwide 

effort is an educational initiative for 

sustainable development. IYPE sponsor-

ing organizations emphasize the wise use 

of earth resources and encourage better 

planning and management to reduce risks 

for the world’s inhabitants. 

A joint initiative by UNESCO and the 

International Union of Geological 

Sciences, IYPE includes 12 founding 

partners, 26 associate partners and inter-

national organizations from all continents 

representing the major geoscientific 

communities. The governments of 191 

U.N. member countries support the effort. 

Visit www.yearofplanetearth.org 

Historians to Meet in Canada

 “Oil Springs, Ontario, 150 Years Back to 

the Future” is the theme of the 2008 

International Symposium and Field Trip 

of the Petroleum History Institute (PHI), 

Oil City, Pa., scheduled for May 7-10, in 

Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. 

Canada’s Petroleum History Society, 

Calgary, Alberta, is among the sponsors 

of this year’s symposium, which cele-

brates the 150th anniversary of North 

America’s first oil well, according to 

William Brice, editor of the annual PHI 

journal, Oil-Industry History. 

Brice notes that Thomas Homer-Dixon 

will be the featured speaker on May 8 in 

Victoria Hall in Petrolia. Homer-Dixon is 

the author of The Ingenuity Gap, winner 

of the Governor-General’s award for non-

fiction and The Upside of Down – where 

he reviews the rise and fall of the Roman 

Empire in terms of energy supply and 

makes observations about civilization. 

Symposium cosponsors include the 

Ontario Petroleum Institute; the History 

of Geology Division/Geological Society 

of America; and the History of Earth 

Sciences Society. For a registration form, 

visit www.petroleumhistory.org. 

Separately, PHI has published its eighth 

volume of Oil-Industry History. The new 

edition features historical articles and 

presentations from the 2007 PHI sym-

posium in Long Beach, Calif.  

Contact William R. Brice, Editor, Oil-

Industry History, Geology & Planetary 

Science, University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown, Johnstown, PA 15904, or 

email wbrice@pitt.edu. 

Midland Adds Antique Spudder 

Visitors approaching the Midland, Texas, 

Petroleum Museum on Interstate 20 can 

catch a glimpse of the past and present.  

A modern-day drilling rig on the oil 

museum’s grounds has been joined by a 

newly acquired Wichita Spudder cable-

tool drilling rig.  

The nearly 100-year-old rig adds to the 

museum’s outdoor displays of antique 

equipment, notes Kathy Shannon, 

executive director. It is the first pieces of 

large antique machinery added to the 

museum's collection in about 30 years.  

“I’ve seen visitors out there captivated by 

the display,” she says. “It’s fun to have 

these displays in a museum where people 

can see them up close and touch them.”  

The cable-tool rig, a Wichita Spudder 

(Model No. 66) used until the 1940s, was 

donated earlier this year by Ruth Jeffers 

Calvert, daughter of William E. Jeffers, 

who first brought the rig from the oilfield 

of Burkburnett, Texas, to Artesia, N.M.  

“It was actually used in Burkburnett in 

the early 1900s and then taken to Artesia 

and finished its life out there,” explains 

Shannon. Its arrival on the museum 

grounds was the culmination of a two-

year project – thanks to Ruth Calvert.  

“She was interested in finding a place for 

the rig and we were able to take it,” notes 

Shannon, adding that the new exhibit was 

thanks to Calvert paying much of the 

transportation costs. The rig was trans-

ported to Midland by Wilbanks Trucking, 

which donated three 18-wheel trucks to 

bring it and equipment to the museum.  

The Petroleum Museum, established in 

1975, includes one of the world’s largest 

collections of historic drilling equipment 

and modern machinery. The Permian 

Basin’s museum features a fascinating 

40-acre outdoor exhibit area and 

thousands of objects that educate and 

entertain visitors. – From the Midland 

Reporter-Telegram
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he makers of a feature film, “Journey  

to the Center of the Earth 3D,” due in 

theaters July 11, are collaborating  

with the American Geological Institute (AGI), 

Alexandria, Va., to create new educational 

materials linked to the summer release.  

Starring Brendan Fraser, the movie “will 

plunge its characters – and viewers – into the 

exciting world beneath the earth’s surface,” 

according to AGI. 

Walden Media, which is producing the 

adaptation of the classic 1864 Jules Verne 

novel, has invited AGI to help develop a 

booklet of related geoscience information and 

activities, using the movie as an opportunity to 

explore “science fiction and science fact.” 

T

Geologic Journey

A new movie of Jules Verne’s 

science fiction classic will be in 

theaters this summer.  

AGI notes that additional details on “Journey 3D” educational opportunities will 

be made available at www.agi.org.  A 1959 movie adaptation (and nominated for 

three Academy Awards) starred Pat Boone, James Mason and Arlene Dahl.  

Separately, AGI announced the theme of Earth Science Week 2008: “No Child 

Left Inside.” Events for October 12-18, 2008, will encourage young people to 

learn about the geosciences by getting outdoors. This year marks the 10th 

anniversary of the first Earth Science Week, supported by the U.S. Geological 

Survey, NASA, the American Association of Petroleum Geologists Foundation 

(AAPG), and other leading geoscience groups.  

AOGHS Partners with IPAA

Thanks to a new 

partnership with 

nation’s largest assoc-

iation of independent 

oil and natural gas 

producers, the date of 

the American Oil & 

Gas Historical Society 

 2008 annual energy  

education conference has been moved 

from this summer to the fall. 

The society’s third annual Energy 

Education Conference & Field Trip will 

be held Nov. 12 - 14, 2008, in Houston, 

Texas – immediately following the Nov. 

10-12 annual meeting of the Independent 

Petroleum Association of America 

(IPAA) at the Westin Galleria. 

“IPAA, an organization founded in 1929, 

has offered to assist the society with 

registration and other important details 

of the conference, which continues to 

grow,” notes Bruce Wells, AOGHS 

executive director. 

State and national experts from Pennsyl-

vania to California will gather to share 

their latest techniques and workshop 

strategies for improving energy 

education, especially about petroleum 

exploration and production (June 2007 

Petroleum Age). Museum directors will 

share experiences about exhibits, 

outreach and community events.

 “The conference is designed for those 

professionals who teach the teachers,” 

Wells explains. “Participation at our 

2007 conference in Oklahoma City – 

including leaders from the Oklahoma 

Energy Resources Board, the National 

Energy Foundation, Derricks to Desks, 

and the state energy education programs 

– promises an even greater exchange of 

ideas in Houston, the energy capital.” 

A Nov. 14 field trip will feature tours of 

the Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig & 

Museum in Galveston and two energy 

museums in Beaumont. Conference 

sponsors include IPAA, the American 

Petroleum Institute (API), and the Texas 

Alliance of Energy Producers.

For details, call (202) 857-4785 or email 

bawells@aoghs.org.

Magazine Features Oil History

Houston-based Hart’s 

E&P magazine – with 

more than 40,000  

readers worldwide – regularly features  

an “Oilfield History” column with ed- 

ucational  insights about the petroleum  

industry’s many social and technological 

accomplishments. 

Following a February feature about the 

history of Shell Oil, the March issue of 

E&P includes a look at of one of the 

nation’s most dynamic producing areas, 

the Barnett Shale natural gas field near 

Fort Worth, Texas. It describes the 

development of this historic field led by 

legendary oilman George Mitchell. 

Former Mitchell employee and award-

winning geologist Dan B. Steward 

contributed the article.  

Many experts believe the Barnett Shale 

could surpass the giant Hugoton field 

(discovered in 1929) to become the 

largest natural gas field in the United 

States. The Hugoton covers a nine-county 

area in Kansas and Oklahoma, supplying 

gas to two-thirds of Kansas homes.  

Now with Republic Energy, Steward 

received the 2007 Outstanding Explorer 

Award from the American Association of 

Petroleum Geologists. At the urging of 

George Mitchell and many of his fellow 

geologists, he has written a book, The 

Barnett Shale Play: Phoenix of the Fort 
Worth Basin, a History, which is 

available from the Fort Worth Geo-

logical Society and the North Texas 

Geological Society (see www.fwgs.org).  

The January 2008 history column in 

Hart’s E&P featured the “Centennial 

Issue” article from the Petroleum Age
December 2007 issue. The magazine has 

included several other oil patch history 

articles from the American Oil & Gas 

Historical Society’s newsletter. 
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harles Duryea claimed the first U.S. patent for a gasoline 

automobile in 1895, Henry Ford sold his first “Quadri-

cycle” in 1896 – and in November 1900, New York’s  

Madison Square Garden hosted America’s first national 

automobile show.  

At the turn of the century, about 8,000 vehicles shared mostly 

unpaved roads with horses and wagons. An innovative assort-

ment of electric, steam, and “internal explosion” engines 

powered these horseless carriages. New manufactures like Olds 

Motor Works, Lansing, Mich., built models of each kind to 

compete in the developing market.  

Manufacturers presented 160 different vehicles at the national 

automobile show – and gave driving and maneuverability 

demonstrations on a 20-foot-wide wooden track that surrounded 

the exhibits. A 200-foot ramp tested hill-climbing power. 

About 48,000 show visitors paid 50¢ each to see the latest 

automotive technology. The most popular models proved to be 

electric, steam, and gasoline…in that order. New Yorkers 

welcomed electric models as a way to reduce the estimated 

450,000 tons of horse manure and 15,000 horse carcasses 

removed from the city’s streets each year.  

Hundreds of “Hansom” cabs built by the Electric Vehicle Co. 

worked well, but heavy lead-acid batteries, muddy roads, and 

lack of electrical infrastructure confined these early electrics to 

metropolitan areas. Thomas Edison spent years working on 

battery power for automobiles, but abandoned the effort. 

Consumers favored “steamers” over their gasoline-powered 

competitors. Steam-powered automobiles traced their roots back 

to 1768, when a French military engineer, Nicholas-Joseph 

Cugnot, built a self-propelled steam tricycle to move artillery.  

By 1900, manufacturers like Bridgeport, Connecticut-based 

Locomobile (from the words locomotive and automobile), Stanley 

Motor Carriage Co., Tarrytown, N.Y., and others boasted of their 

products’ safety and touted the virtues of simple steam power 

over “complex and sinister” internal combustion engines.  

Locomobile produced 750 steamers in 1900, second in sales only 

to Columbia & Electric Vehicle Co. of Hartford, Conn., but 

consumers complained of the time required to heat boilers and the 

necessarily frequent stops for water. Progress in the development 

of internal combustion engines soon outpaced steam technology.  

Automobiles powered by internal combustion engines at the 1900 

National Automobile Show were primitive, noisy and cantanker-

ous. Most were based on Nikoulas Otto’s 1876 four-stroke design 

and ran on a variety of “light spirits” such as stove gas, kerosene, 

naphtha, lamp oil, benzene, mineral spirits, alcohol, and gasoline.  

One early critic complained that the internal combustion engine 

was, “Noxious, noisy, unreliable, and elephantine. It vibrates so 

violently as to loosen one’s dentures. The automobile industry 

will surely burgeon in America, but this motor will not be a 

factor."

The critic was wrong. Gasoline, once an unwanted byproduct of 

kerosene refining, cost only about 15 cents a gallon in 1900 and 

produced dramatic increases in engine horsepower. Despite the 

absence of “filling stations,” gasoline was readily available in a 

market where electric lights were making kerosene obsolete.  

The refining industry needed a product to replace kerosene and 

gasoline was it. In 1901, Olds Motor Works sold 425 models of a 

gasoline-powered “Curved Dash Runabout” for $650 each. Four 

years later, when the model was discontinued, almost 19,000 had 

been sold. America’s consumer preference for gasoline-powered 

internal combustion engines was thoroughly established.  

When New York City hosts its International Automobile Show in 

March of 2008, more than 1,000 different vehicles will be on 

display for an expected one million visitors. Internal combustion 

and hybrid gasoline-electric automobiles will be well represented. 

No steam-powered vehicles are expected.  

Of the 4,200 automobiles sold in the United  

 States in 1900, gasoline powered less than  

  1,000. In November, America’s first

   national automobile show opened 

    in New York City’s Madison

     Square Garden. 

In 1906, a “Stanley 

Steamer” set the world 

land speed record at 

127.7 m.p.h. – still 

officially recognized

as the land speed 

record for a steam car. 

C

“Internal Explosion” Engines 

Cantankerous

Combustion



iscovering the story of petroleum – and the many ways it 

shapes the world – is the theme of a new illustrated guide 

to the industry’s past, present and future. 

“Our world is ruled by oil. People have used oil for thousands of 

years, but in the last century we have begun to consume it in vast 

quantities,” begins the first chapter, designed to explain the 

world’s largest and most complex industry – to students. 

Oil and Natural Gas is an educational book specifically targeted 

for students. It is part of a new initiative from the Society of 

Petroleum Engineers (SPE). The book, adapted for SPE from a 

2007 edition by DK Publishing, London, features such topics as 

ancient oil, oil for light, natural gas, deepwater technology, piped 

oil, refineries, global oil, electricity, oil substitutes, and job 

opportunities.  

At only 72 pages, the hardbound edition offers young people a 

surprisingly comprehensive introduction to the history and many 

uses of oil. Detailed illustrations tell much of the story. The book 

is part of a new SPE “essential energy education” website, 

www.energy4me.org.  

With more than 79,000 members in 110 countries, SPE has 

pursued a mission of sharing technical knowledge about the 

upstream oil and natural gas industry for more than five decades.  

In a new effort to support this knowledge-sharing goal, the 

society has established energy4me – a website for students, 

teachers and the public designed to help them become more 

educated energy consumers. The new website includes many 

helpful links for students and teachers. 

SPE members are available to speak to classrooms (primary, 

middle and secondary students) about energy in everyday lives 

and about career opportunities. Teachers can request a 

presentation at the energy4me website.  

The nonprofit organization also sponsors teacher workshops at its 

events, and addresses teachers at their events. Its members who 

make an energy-related presentation at a school or another student 

organization can provide complimentary copies of the Oil and 

Natural Gas book for the library or classroom.  

The SPE energy education website offers comprehensive 

information about careers, including resources at SPE’s local 

sections, which offer scholarships for students interested in 

pursuing careers in petroleum engineering and related fields.  

Based in Richardson, Texas, SPE provides services through 

publications, conferences, workshops, forums, and website.  

Bulk orders of Oil and Natural Gas, sold in increments of 15, are 

available from SPE for $10 per book. DK Publishing plans to 

make individual copies available at www.Amazon.com for those 

ordering fewer than 15 books. SPE does not sell individual copies. 

To request information, email energyed@energy4me.org or call 

(972) 952- 9393.  

D

Detailed illustrations tell the story of the 

industry’s remarkable past and present 

in a new book presented by SPE and 

available at its “essential energy educat-

ion” website, www.energy4me.org.  

Discovering the Story of Petroleum 
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Access to the Society of Petroleum Engineers’ energy 

education experts and materials is now available on a 

dedicated website, which includes information about all 

forms of energy – and careers.
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aul Thomas Anderson did not announce himself when he 

visited the West Kern Oil Museum in Taft, Calif., at least 

twice in the past two years, notes a Jan. 12 article in the 

 Bakersfield Californian. 

The award-winning Hollywood director slipped by, just another 

visitor interested in the museum’s replica wooden derrick. “Well, 

I’ll be darned,” said volunteer museum director Agnes Hardt 

when she learned of Anderson’s visits. 

Known for his dark portraits of Southern California, Anderson 

had gone north to Taft for his latest film, “There Will Be Blood” 

 – an oil-fueled epic starring Daniel Day-Lewis and partly 

inspired by Kern County’s “black gold” history. 

The movie, which garnered a best actor Oscar for Daniel Day-

Lewis and another for best cinematography, is a “story about 

family, greed, religion, and oil, centered on a turn-of-the-century 

prospector in the early days of the business,” notes one review.  

A cable-tool derrick plays a prominent role in the 

movie. Production designer Jack Fisk based his

design of the wooden derrick on the one at the  

West Kern Oil Museum. 

Fisk purchased a copy of the museum’s 1914 derrick blueprint 

and used it in his design. The derrick is the centerpiece of the 

story and experiences several incarnations and disasters.  

West Kern Oil Museum volunteer Bob Foreman could not 

remember many details of a 2005 visit from Anderson and film 

crew. “They came in one day and said they wanted to make a 

movie and wanted to build a derrick,” he said.  

“I said we sell plans for them up at the museum and all they have 

to do is buy them and that would tell them all the materials they 

would need,” Foreman added. 

The film crew had plenty of questions about the 106-

foot derrick, modeled after the museum’s previous 

1917 structure that had deteriorated to the point it

had to removed in 2003 – and rebuilt two years later 

(see March 2004 Petroleum Age).

The director visited oil museums and collected period photos. 

Along with the script, he gave the crew a notebook with more 

than 100 snapshots. “You get giddy looking at all those amazing 

photos, getting a real sense of how people lived their lives,” said 

Anderson in the studio notes. 

 “There’s so much history in the oil areas around Bakersfield – 

filled with the grandsons of oil workers and lots of folklore,” 

Anderson said. “So we did an incredible amount of research and I 

got to be a student again and that was a thrill.”  

According to museum volunteer Foreman, Taft was born around 

1910, when the railroad began unloading Oregonian lumber for 

the derricks. The oil craze sprouted a boomtown, and 200 small 

companies competed for a piece of the petroleum pie.  

Foreman, who came to Taft in 1948 to drill for Standard Oil,  

noted that the area was as barren then as Anderson’s portrayal of 

the early days. “We weren’t planting carrots, we were drilling oil 

wells,” he said.  

It took four weeks to build the film’s main derrick on 

location in West Texas. The crew used as much vintage 

drilling equipment as possible.

Production designer Fisk had visited Taft while its replica derrick 

was under construction. He returned about four more times, once 

more with Anderson in 2006, just before they started work on the 

film. Other oil and gas museums were visited, but the West Kern 

Oil Museum exhibit made a lasting impression. 

P

The West Kern Oil 

Museum in Taft, 

Calif., provided a 

blueprint for the 

derrick that figures 

prominently in the 

award-winning

movie.

Among the screen credits at the end of the

 academy award-winning movie “There Will

  Be Blood” are several petroleum museums  

   where the filmmakers researched their  

    fictional account of the circa 1920s oil 

     industry. The portrait of oilmen may  

      be questionable, but not so many of 

       the technical details.

West Kern Oil Museum 

Kern County Museum 

Petroleum Museum 

East Texas Oil Museum 

Spindletop-Gladys City    

     Boomtown Museum 

Hollywood Goes Roughneck 



Fisk chose to come only as a visitor. “You never want to say too 

much; you never know if a film is going to go,” he explained.  

 “I remember the first time I went, there were just piles of wood 

sitting outside. Half a year later and there was a derrick.” 

Re-creating the oil drilling equipment gave him a greater apprec-

iation for this rough line of work. “I know those oil rigs, they 

were working 12-hour shifts. They were doing stuff with horse-

power and human power.” 

The movie’s final structure stood 80-feet tall, about 90 feet when 

placed on a deck. Fisk and his team later blew it to bits with 

dynamite. That scene was saved for the very end of production in 

Martha, Texas. – From the Bakersfield Californian

Igniting a Gusher in Marfa, Texas

When Hollywood needs Western desolation, it comes to Marfa, 

Texas, notes one newspaper article.  

In August 2006, two movie production units used locations in 

and around Marfa: “There Will Be Blood,” and the Coen 

brothers’ adaptation of the Cormac McCarthy novel “No Country 

for Old Men.”  

More than 50 years ago, famed filmmaker George Stevens also 

chose Marfa for his epic Texas oil tale “Giant,” which starred 

Rock Hudson, Elizabeth Taylor and James Dean. 

For “There Will Be Blood” special effects supervisor Steve 

Cremin, building an oil rig that erupts into a gusher before 

catching fire was only half the challenge.  

The other half was making it environmentally safe. Cremin’s 

previous gusher, for the 2005 Gulf War film “Jarhead,” provided 

the template – with one big difference. “This time, we had to 

have oil coming out that wasn’t burning, which then ignited on-

camera,” he says.  

His derrick was constructed close to where “Giant” was filmed. 

Back then, it was common to shoot gasoline skyward then light 

it. Today, what goes up better not come down.  

“The Texas environmental quality people tested the soil for a 

baseline before shooting. Afterwards, they came back to verify 

that we had not added any gas to the soil,” noted Cremin. “If the 

air and fuel mixture becomes too rich, unburned fuel will fall on 

the ground. Spilled gas requires a toxic cleanup. That’s a no-no.” 

Cremin and production designer Jack Fisk searched local junk-

yards for genuine pumpjack parts. They converted an old steam 

engine to run on compressed air so the pump was working while 

the oil was spurting. “When the drill hits a gas pocket, the bit 

shoots out, followed by water and oil. I don’t know that anyone's 

ever seen that in a movie,” said the special effects expert. 

As for environmentally friendly oil? “We used a water-based 

food additive” – methylcellulose, a thickener found in 

McDonald’s shakes – “and edible, food-grade dye that fades in 

sunlight. You can buy it by the trainload.” 

Cremin’s team rigged parallel lines to switch from water to fuel 

so the gusher could catch fire as cameras rolled. But the decision 

to construct a real wooden derrick meant he got just one take. 

“We had four separate ignition systems in case one failed,” he 

concluded. “The last ditch was a road flare at the very bottom, so 

if any gas touched the ground, it would ignite.”  

The result? “We got 110 feet of flame and 200 feet of black 

smoke. It was pretty huge.” –  From the Los Angles Times
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At right, the October 2005 dedication of the cable-tool derrick at the 

West Kern Oil Museum. At left, the replica the “There Will Be Blood” 

production crew built – and later burned. At top, the Signal Hill oilfield 

circa 1930 is an urban drilling rig forest – a testament to the importance 

of oil to California, according to the Society of Petroleum Engineers. 

“There Will Be Blood” is based on the 1927 novel Oil! 

by Upton Sinclair, best known for The Jungle, his 

muckraking expose of the meat-packing industry.  

Daniel Day-Lewis plays oil baron Daniel Plainview, who 

adopts a son, “along with a taste for greed during the oil 

boom of the early 20th century.”  

In 1911, he lands in Little Boston, a fictional central 

California town on the brink of oil madness, and clashes 
with idealistic young pastor Eli Sunday over morality 

and the fanatical boy’s family property. Plainview’s 

quiet son, H.W., suffers the consequences of his father’s 
ambition. 

Sinclair set the novel in fictional Beach City, based on 
the oil-rich Signal Hill in Long Beach, where his wife 

owned property. – From the Bakersfield Californian



The Azerbaijan Republic is creating a new oil 

history museum, park and energy education 

complex for its capital Baku – and oil and gas 

museum directors and energy educators are 

playing a role in the historic undertaking.

On Feb. 13, the Azeri delegation, hosted by the American Oil 

& Gas Historical Society’s Bruce Wells, completed a 10-day 

fact-finding mission to museums and leading energy education 

institutions in Texas and Oklahoma.  

Sponsored by the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan, SOCAR, 

five delegates met with museum directors, exhibit designers, 

and other energy education experts. SOCAR Vice President of 

Human Resources, Regulations and Information Technologies 

Khalik Mammadov led the delegation, which traveled more 

than 1,000 miles visiting sites in America’s oil patch.  

“This distinguished group of international visitors studied 

state-of-the-art exhibit design and the many energy education 

approaches for developing a petroleum history museum in 

Baku, site of the world’s earliest oil production,” Wells noted. 

“The extra effort of museum directors made the difference,” 

he added. “They went out of their way to make arrangements, 

work over the weekend, provide refreshments, or add staff to 

guide the delegates. The water-gusher demonstration in 

Beaumont, thanks to Christy Marino; Susan Henley’s Geo-

science Center reception in Tulsa; and Lorrie Rockman 

opening her Bartlesville museum on a Sunday night are just  

a few examples.” 
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After meeting with Houston-

Baku Sister Cities Association 

President Irada Akhoundova 

on Feb. 4 in Houston, delegates 

began their series of meetings 

with the museum directors and 

other energy education experts. 

The delegation visited these 

sites in Texas:

Wiess Energy Hall, Houston Museum of Natural Science;  

Houston Museum of Fine Arts;  

Raindrop Turkevi House; 

Ocean Star Offshore Drilling Rig and Museum, Galveston; 

Texas Energy Museum, Beaumont; 

Spindletop/Gladys City Boomtown Museum, Beaumont;  

Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, Fort Worth; and  

Museum Arts Inc., Dallas. 

In Oklahoma, the Azeri delegates toured:  

Oklahoma Historical Society History Center;  

Devon Energy Oil and Gas Park;  

Oklahoma City Petroleum Club; 

Oklahoma City Museum of Fine Arts;  

Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG) 

Geoscience Center, Tulsa; and the 

Phillips Petroleum Company Museum, Bartlesville. 

Azerbaijan’s history of oil, natural gas and related industry 

technologies – the earliest in the world – deserve international  

recognition, explained SOCAR Vice President Mammadov  

Representatives from the Azerbaijan Republic began their 1,000-mile tour of U.S. museums at the Houston Museum of Natural Science (HMNS) with 

Wiess Energy Hall Director Claire Scoggin, far left. The delegation included, top center, Teymur Mahmudov, Human Resources Department of the State 

Oil Company of Azerbaijan (SOCAR); Amina Malikova, Head of International Relations Department of the Museum Center; Khalik Mammadov, Vice 

President of SOCAR on Human Resources, Regulations and Information Technologies; Azada Huseynova, Head of the Museum Affairs Department at 

the Ministry of Culture and Tourism; and Jalil Huseynov, Deputy Principal of the Academy of Arts. Delegates visited the nearby Museum of Fine Arts, 

center bottom, after meeting with Scoggin and HMNS exhibit designer Paul Bernhard, far right. 

A Delegation from the World’s Earliest Oil Producing Country

Azerbaijanis Visit Museums  



during his presentations to the museum directors. Azerbaijan and 

11 major oil companies signed a joint development “contract of 

the century” in 1994. Twenty-seven production sharing agree-

ments have been signed with international oil companies since. 

In 1846, more than a decade before the United States made its 

famous oil discovery in Titusville, Pa., Azerbaijan is credited with 

commercial production from the world’s first oil well, drilled in 

the fields of Bibi-Heybat, near Baku.  

By 1901, when the famous American gusher came in at 

Spindletop Hill in Beaumont, Texas, the Baku region 

produced more than half of the world's oil.

 On Feb. 4, the first day of the delegation’s visit, Azerbaijan’s 

President Ilham Aliyev signed a decree for the creation of the oil 

museum in Baku. The presidential decree is linked with a rich 

tradition of the oil industry of Azerbaijan, its significance in 

strengthening independence and sustainable growth of country’s 

potential and invaluable contribution to world history.  

(Continued on Page 12)

Since their capital is located on the Caspian Sea, the delegates were interested in the Ocean Star 

Offshore Drilling Rig & Museum in Galveston. Offshore Energy Center Executive Director Sandra 

Mourton, center right, hosted a tour, which included a large photograph for posing as roughnecks. 

Thanks to Director Christy Marino, delegates 

were treated to a gusher demonstration, oil 

patch music – and tall tales from “gusher 

technician” Frank Henley, third from right,

at the Spindletop-Gladys City Boomtown  

Museum at Lamar University in Beaumont. 

With more than three 

decades of exhibit design 

and construction expertise  

– including oil museums in 

Texas and California – 

Museum Arts Inc. vice 

presidents Lary and Tery 

Brown offered the dele-

gation practical suggestions 

to consider before building

a new energy museum. 

Fort Worth Museum of Science and 

History President Van Romans reviews 

plans for a major reconstruction of the 

museum now underway. Changes will 

include interactive exhibits for a new 

energy wing. The Barnett Shale of the 

Fort Worth Basin is an important 

natural gas producing region. 

Texas Energy Museum Director Ryan Smith describes exhibit floor plans 

and his energy education programs at the entrance gift shop. Volunteers 

like Carl Rush, bottom right, host school tours, which are free. 
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Robert Blackburn, executive director of the Oklahoma Historical 

Society, met with the delegation on Feb. 9 and described the 

recent construction of the Oklahoma History Center. A decade 

in the making, the center is an 18 acre, 215,000 square-foot 

learning center exploring Oklahoma’s history of geology, trans-

portation, commerce, culture, aviation, heritage and more. The 

center opened near the state capitol in November 2005. 

Susan Henley, director of the Society of Exploration 

Geophysicists Geoscience Center in Tulsa, organized an 

outstanding reception at the center on Feb. 10. SOCAR 

Vice President Khalik Mammadov presented her with a 

miniature rug – its weaving still in progress to symbolize 

the creation of new energy education relationships. SEG 

leadership participated, as did Tulsa University’s Norman 

Hyne, who is establishing an oil museum at Glenpool. 

A Sunday, Feb. 10, visit to the historic oil community of Bartles-

ville included a stop to photograph the Price Tower, built by an 

oil pipeline company owner in 1956. It is the only skyscraper 

designed by Frank Lloyd Wright that was ever built.  Lorrie 

Rockman, director of the Phillips Petroleum Company Museum, 

which opened last May, kindly opened the museum for the 

delegation. As at the other museums visited, an introductory 

film provided a fascinating overview of the industry. 

Traveling between Dallas and 

Oklahoma City, the delegation 

paused for a lesson in sedimentary 

layers – posted by the Ardmore 

Geological Society: “A Cross 

Section through the Arbuckle 

Anticline Showing the Geological 

Structure along Interstate 35.” 

In addition to planning a new oil 

museum and education center, 

the State Oil Company of Azer-

baijan (SOCAR) is building a new 

headquarters in the capital, Baku. 

The SOCAR headquarters will 

resemble a flame to recall 

Azerbaijan's ancient history as  

a place of pilgrimage for Zoro-

astrian worshippers – drawn by 

the fires fuled by natural gas 

seepages near the Caspian 

coast. When completed, the 45-

floor building will be the tallest in 

the South Caucasus.



hen the industrial revolution ended the “age of sail,” 

coal that fired the boilers of steam-powered ships 

became a strategic resource. Worldwide “coaling  

stations” were essential at a time when oil was little more than  

a crude lubricant or patent medicine.  

In 1866, the U.S. Congress appropriated $5,000 to evaluate 

petroleum as a potential replacement for coal to fire the Navy’s 

boilers. The experts decided to stay with coal. 

“The conclusion arrived at was that convenience, health, comfort 

and safety were against the use of petroleum in steam-vessels,” 

reported Admiral George Henry Preble. “The only advantage 

shown was a not very important reduction in the bulk and weight 

of fuel carried.”

However, the Spanish-American War of 1898 changed the U.S. 

Navy’s mind about using coal for fuel. For the first time, coal-

fired Navy war vessels had to fight far from continental shores. 

Despite victories in Manila Bay in the Philippines and Santiago 

de Cuba, hard strategic lessons were learned.  

A battleship steaming at full speed could burn 10 tons of coal 

every hour. Sailors (with ratings of coal heaver and later, coal 

passer) labored with shovels to feed massive boilers. Range 

limitations and resupply needs made coaling stations critical. 

When the Spanish fleet successfully ran the American 

blockade of Santiago, four American ships were 

absent...re-coaling 45 miles away.

“Coaling ship” was a major undertaking. “Our ship held about 

2,000 tons of the stuff,” recalled a coal passer from the battleship 

U.S.S. Connecticut in 1907. “All the deckhands would go down 

into the collier and fill these big bags with about 500 pounds. 

Then they’d hoist ‘em over to us down in the coal bunkers and 

we’d spread out the coal with shovels until all the bunkers – 

about 20 – were full to the top.” 

With lessons learned from the Spanish-American War 

experience, fuel oil began to replace coal in U.S. warships.  
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Petroleum supplies 

became more abundant 

within America’s borders 

in the early 1900s as 

Texas’ Spindletop and 

other major discoveries 

emerged.  

Oil produced far more 

energy per pound than 

coal and vastly simplified 

the logistics of resupply.  

The use of oil-fired 

boilers changed battleship 

design dramatically and 

contributed to the 

development of massive 

new battleships. 

By 1916, the Navy had commissioned its first two capital ships 

with oil-fired boilers, the U.S.S. Nevada and the U.S.S. 

Oklahoma. To resupply them, “oilers” were designed to transfer 

fuel while at anchor, although underway replenishment was 

possible in fair seas.  

During World War I, a single oiler refueled 34 destroyers in the 

mid-Atlantic, introducing a new era in maritime logistics. The 

sailors’ rating of coal passer passed into history by 1917.  

The U.S.S. Texas, commissioned in 1914, was the last 

American battleship built with coal-fired boilers. By 

1927, it had been converted to burn fuel oil – with a 

dramatic improvement in efficiency. Today, the battle-

ship is a floating museum in LaPorte, Texas. Its engines 

are a National Historic Engineering Landmark. 

“Coaling ship” was a major undertaking. 

Sailors shoveled more 124,000 cubic 

feet of coal (2,891 tons) to fill the U.S.S. 

Texas’ coalbunkers.  

Petroleum & Sea PowerW

Preserved as a memorial 

near the San Jacinto Battle-

field, the Texas served in 

both world wars. Prior to the 

conversion to oil, the ship’s 

first undertaking when reach-

ing port was taking on coal. 

Coal-fired boilers not only 

produced dense smoke, they 

created tons of ash. At least 

twice a day word was passed 

to "hoist ashes" – and the 

crew hauled ash topside and 

into the sea.
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project in the works for more than a decade at the Drake 

Well Museum near Titusville will begin soon. The state 

of Pennsylvania has provided $6.34 million to fund the 

complete renovation of the venerable oil and gas history museum 

in anticipation of the sesquicentennial of oil celebration.   

In August 2009, the region will mark the 150th anniversary of 

the oil industry. Central to that global commemoration is the 

Drake Well Museum. The need to “sizzle up” the museum and its 

collections has been at the forefront for years, said Barbara Zolli, 

Drake Well Museum director since 1990.  

In 2005, the museum was designated to receive the multi-

million-dollar state funding for renovations. It took until early 

2008, though, for the state government to allocate the money. 

The move will allow work to begin. State Rep. Scott Hutchinson 

of Oil City, whose 64th district includes the museum, announced 

the museum funding is on its way. He has been a prime backer of 

the renovation project.  

“There was a delay in getting it released, but the governor called 

me and told me it would be released pronto,” Hutchinson said. 

“It’s a common sense thing. I asked the governor and others why 

wouldn’t they want to have this done in relation to the 150th 

anniversary and they agreed.”  

Some of the anticipated funding has been spent for the architect-

ural and exhibit designs for the museum, last renovated in the 

late 1960s. The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission oversees the Drake Well Museum.  

The bulk of the funding will be earmarked for new construction 

and renovation of the 40-year-old museum building:  

$2.3 million to upgrade the exhibits at Drake Well Museum. 

The effort will be aimed at modernizing the space and 

upgrading the display layouts.  

$2.7 million to update the museum’s infrastructure. That work 

will entail replacing the air conditioning system, heating 

system, windows and more in the main museum building.  

$1.64 million to create a sophisticated and accessible research 

center in the museum. Several areas within the museum will be 

transformed into a central research site.  

“The next step is to go out to bid to contractors,” Zolli said. 

“There may be some adjustments to the design, so we really can’t 

tell when the work will begin.”  

The museum’s renovation timeline is crucial, since it’s the focal 

point of Oil 150 celebration events highlighting Edwin L. Drake’s 

successful oil well in 1859.  The original plan was to close the 

museum in the fall of 2007 and start construction in January 2008. 

“We are on a very tight schedule for meeting the anniversary 

deadline and hope to have the museum open for public tours by 

August 27, 2009, whether or not the exhibit is complete,” Zolli 

said.

Even if the work is not done, said the museum director, the 

facility will still be an integral part of the sesquicentennial. “The 

release of the funds gives us a real chance to host the Oil 150 

celebration, even if we have a new finished and empty building. It 

is a celebration with worldwide importance,” she said.  

The museum will stay accessible to the public as long as possible, 

said Zolli. If interior work disrupts the typical visitor venue, she 

said, the museum staff would focus on its extensive outdoor 

exhibits as well as sign up re-enactors and craftspeople for 

programs. – From the Derrick.com

The museum’s auditorium will be replaced by a new 

orientation theater. A 100-seat multi-purpose room 

will provide flexible space for conferences, lectures, 

receptions and performances. 

Museum Makeover 

Artist conceptions of design possibilities for the Drake Well Museum, 

Titusville, Pa., are part of a makeover that celebrates where the U.S. 

petroleum industry began. Designs for exterior and interior architectural 

changes will dramatically improve the original building. Construction 

begins this summer. Although the museum will be closed, the grounds 

and outdoor exhibits will be open throughout the renovations. 

A
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A $6.34 million capital improvement project for the 

Drake Well Museum is the state of Pennsylvania’s 

contribution to the sesquicentennial of the U.S. 

petroleum industry.

The project will focus on renovating the 40-year-old 

museum building, developing a research library and 

collections storage area, installing permanent exhibits, 

and creating an education center.

   Museum Survey

In anticipation of a 17-month 

nationwide commemoration of 

The 150th anniversary of the oil 

industry, Oil 150 has partnered with the American Oil and 

Gas Historical Society (AOGHS) to survey 250 oil, natural 

gas, children’s and science museums.  

The survey (sent to museums in early March) asks museum 

personnel to identify exhibit and educational elements to 

assist them in telling the history of oil in their area – as well 

as the broader story of the U.S. petroleum industry.  

Oil 150 staff in Oil City, Pa., will evaluate the surveys after 

the return deadline of April 23, 2008. 

The needs expressed in the museum surveys will be used to 

shape the Oil 150 Nationwide Museum Kit Program. Oil 150 

plans to send each participating museum a package contain-

ing media, educational and promotional materials appropriate 

for their respective audiences.  

As the Oil 150 celebration unfolds around the nation, many 

museum communities will be able to refine their own unique 

stories and integrate them into oil industry’s achievement by 

enhancing their exhibits with the museum kits.  

“We would like to invite museums from around the country 

to participate in the Oil 150 celebration. Museums will be 

able to make their needs known through the survey, allowing 

us to facilitate their participation,” explains Oil 150 Director 

Will Wingo. 

Oil 150 plans to distribute the museum kits in the fall of 

2008. Oil 150 has submitted grant applications to Pen-

nsylvania’s Department of Community and Economic 

Development as well as Department of Conservation and 

Natural Resources seeking almost $1 million for this project.  

Sponsorship opportunities exist for specific components as 

well as the complete kits. For more information on the Oil 

150 museum kit program, contact Melissa Mann, Oil 150 

deputy director at (814) 677-3152, Ext. 103; email 

mmann@oilregion.org.  

Kansas Hall of Fame Grows

Leaders of the Kansas oil industry will 

be inducted into the Kansas Oil and Gas 

Hall of Fame during the Kansas Oil and 

Gas Museum Foundation’s annual dinner 

April 5 in Great Bend.

Since its inception in 1989, 71 people 

have been enshrined in the museum’s 

hall of fame. Nominees must have spent 

at least 20 years in the business and been 

involved in addressing technical, 

political and social issues affecting the 

industry. They also must have been 

involved in civic organizations. 

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius has been invited 

to give the keynote speech, according to 

museum Director Danny Biggs. 

The 2008 inductees are: 

Jim Robinson of Wichita, co-founder 

of Double Eagle Exploration. He 

served on the Kansas Corporation 

Commission from 1991 to 1994.  

Fred Hambright of Wichita, a certified 

professional land man. His offices are 

in downtown Wichita. 

Charles Evenson of Hamilton, who 

founded Evenson Auctioneers, which 

sells oil properties and equipment. 

L.D. Davis of Great Bend, who started 

L.D. Drilling in 1977. His oil interests 

include Davis Petroleum, M.V. Oil 

Trust, North Fork Well Service and 

Smoky Hills Well Service.  

Al Yost of Great Bend, who started his 

own oil business in 1954 and retired in 

1981. He continues to manage his 

investments in oil and gas. 

Heber Beardmore and Earl Wakefield, 

both of Wichita, will be inducted post-

humously. Beardmore was a well site 

geologist who discovered, with Bob 

Butru, parts of the Spivey-Grabs Field 

and the Gladys Field south of Wichita. 

He died in 1996. 

Wakefield began his career buying oil 

and gas leases around the El Dorado 

field. He drilled gas wells in the 

Hugoton field in the 1960s. He died in 

1975 and his son, now 82, continues to 

run the oil business and still invests in 

oil and gas. – From the Wichita Eagle



AOGHS Spotlight: Canada Celebrates its Oil History

The completion of the first commercial oil well in North America took place 150 years ago at Oil Springs, 

Lambton County, Ontario, Canada. James Miller Williams’ hand dug well soon led to the drilling of more 

wells – and discoveries at nearby Petrolia. The subsequent development of Canada’s first oilfields is a little 

known part of the petroleum industry’s international heritage.   

On Feb. 23, Canadian Heritage Minister Josée Verner announced that the Canadian government would fund 

2008 anniversary celebrations. “We are proud to partner with communities to support activities that celebrate 

local history, arts, and heritage,” he said. Petrolia will host special events, including four original plays, as 

will the Oil Museum of Canada, which opened in Oil Springs in 1960. Visit www.2008celebrate.com

.

AOGHS 

1201 15
th

 Street, NW, Suite 300 

Washington, DC  20005 

Support energy education programs! Become a member and help us promote the community resources of oil and gas 
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