
Chapter 1: Project Location and Description 

1.1 Project Location 
 
The proposed Big Cat project is to be located on Cats Caye within the South Water Caye 

Marine Reserve.  Cats Caye is located along the western boundary of the Marine Reserve 

and approximately 8 miles east of Riversdale Community and 10.5 miles southeast of 

Sittee Point.  The property consists of 42 acres and consists of one large land mass with 

eight (8) lagoons of which four (4) are small land locked.  Attached is a copy of the Land 

Certificate indicating ownership and exact geographic location. 

 

Project Location  
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1.2 Site Access 
 
The Big Cat project will be located within the South Water Caye Marine Reserve and as 

such access to the project site will, in the initial of the development, by means of boat, 

small skifts.  However, in the future, the project will be accessible by helicopter.  The 

helicopter access to the site is depended on the approval from the Civil Aviation 

Department.  Whilst the project will welcome access to the site by helicopter, the service 

provider will have to ensure that all the permits are obtained.  In this case, the service 

provider will be Astrum Travel, a registered company in Belize or any other registered 

service available in country.  The Big Cat project will only make available the required 

landing space and security area for the helipad. 
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(7.9 miles from Riversdale and 10.6 miles Sittee River) 
 
 
1.3 Existing Facilities 
 
The project area has on it a small abandoned shed and a dock.  The site has never been 

inhabited on a permanent basis.  The shed was used as a shelter for personnel associated 

with the filling of the project area.   

 
1.4 Project Rationale 
 
The project intends to create a luxury eco-resort on Cat Caye that will ultimately be on 

component of a Belize Resort concept that includes the island, a mainland village beach 

resort and a mountain lodge.  The Big Cat, as well as any future developments by the 

owners of this project will use leading edge sustainable design and construction 

techniques.  The luxury accommodations and services will afford visitors and guests a 

world class resort experience while interacting with and learning about Belize’s primary 

amenity – Mother Nature. 
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The clientele will be mainly from overnight tourists and as such have no impact on 

existing projects catering to cruise tourism.  In addition, Belize has been experiencing a 

drop in cruise tourism visitations as other Caribbean countries have been offering more 

attractive packages.  Notwithstanding, overnight visitation has slowly, but surely been 

increasing.  This medium density project will cater to a selected high end clientele so as 

to off set operational costs. 

 
1.5 Description of Development Components 
 
1.5.1 Accommodations 
 
As was outlined in the Executive Summary, the project will comprise of a two types of 

accommodations.  There will be total of 20 resort duplexes (40 units), 20 Fishing 

Cottages, and 12 two bedroom accommodations for management and staff.  The 

development shall consist of a total of 72 units including those of management and staff.   

 

1.5.2 Ancillary Facilities 
  
The project will offer a full service to guests and visitors.  The Lobby/Restaurant/Office 

Area will be house in one building.  The restaurant will offer a variety of cuisine to 

satisfy the most delicate of appetite.  The front desk will be designed around a relaxing 

Caribbean theme. 

 

The project will also include an Eco-Village which will be for gift shops, educational 

centers, spa treatment, fitness center.  These facilities, whilst will be offered in small 

scale will be offer high quality goods and services.    

 

In addition, the project will also require a maintenance building.  This building will be 

used to store all tools and required amenities. 

 

The project also entails some 3,500 of raised walkway that will facilitate access to the 

fishing lodge.  In addition, the project will utilize several floating docks.  These docks 
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will eliminate the need for the clearance of fringing mangroves, with the exception of the 

limited clearance to facilitate access to the transient marina.  The creation of beaches over 

the use of floating docks would pose more adverse environmental impacts to the thriving 

marine eco-system of the area.    

 

Considering that access to the project site is limited, there exists the need for docking of 

vessels.  Hence, the project has made provisions for a marina type docking facility.  The 

docking facility will not cater to transient vessels, but rather to guests and management.  

The proposed docking will consist of fifteen (15) slips.  However, considering that there 

may be times for the need for the docking of transient vessels, especially in time of 

emergency, the project has made provisions for a transient marina inclusive of 5 tie-ups.  

The natural physical features of the property makes Cat Caye unique in that the areas 

intended for the marina type docking facility and transient marina are naturally existent 

and will only require minimal dredging to allow for access.  Unlike other islands within 

the marine reserve, in order to these to facilitate docking of vessels, piers perpendicular to 

the sure line will be required.  This activity in itself can have significant negative 

environmental impacts considering the biodiversity of the reserve.    

 
1.5.3 Recreational Activities  
 
As with Glover's Reef, the proposed South Water Caye Marine Park is best known for 

the SCUBA diving. The drop off is a spectacular ridge running the entire length of the 

park. The longest unbroken stretch of the barrier reef lies within the park boundaries. 

And the areas among the mangrove cayes are some of the most biologically productive 

habitats in Belize.  

 

In addition, the Big Cat project will provide kayaks for guests and also promote fly-

fishing along the flats.  In addition, the raised walkways will serve as a trail for leisure 

walks.  On the floating docks, guest would be able to bask in the sun as though on the 

beach.  The enjoyment of a beach experience will still be provided without having to alter 

the shoreline significantly. 

 


