
 

Mathcounts at PCCLC  2014-2015 

Hello. My name is Donna Quigley. I am your child’s Mathcounts teacher and coach this year.  This will be 

my tenth year teaching Mathcounts.  

Here are some frequently asked questions about our course.   

-What is Mathcounts?   

The National Math Club is a free enrichment program that provides teachers and club leaders with 

resources to run a math club. The materials provided through The National Math Club are designed to 

engage students of all ability levels—not just the top students—and are a great supplement for 

classroom teaching. This program emphasizes collaboration and provides students with an enjoyable, 

pressure-free atmosphere in which they can learn math at their own pace. There is no cost to sign up for 

The National Math Club, and registration is open to schools, organizations and groups that consist of at 

least four students in 6th, 7th or 8th grade and have regular in-person meetings.  

(The Mathcounts organization also offers a competition series.  However, only day time schools are 

allowed to send students to these public competitions.   Our classroom at PCCLC will use the 

competition series math problem sets in our homework, but we cannot be send any students to a 

contest to represent PCCLC. If you’d like to get your child’s day time school to start a Mathcounts 

competition group, feel free to have your child’s math teacher contact me for assistance. I’d be happy to 

help get them started. )  More information can be found at www.mathcounts.org 

 

-How is Mathcounts at PCCLC different than a math club or class at another school?  

 

Our smaller class size (typically 12 students or less) allows for more personalized learning. My 

philosophy in teaching is to focus on the child led math curiosities. I let my students’ interest and skill 

levels determine my lessons week to week.  Questions are encouraged. Class participation to answer 

those questions is emphasized. We explore how one math question may have several methods of 

problem solving, and we study which are the best methods.  Students feel they receive individual 

tutoring, even though it’s in a group setting.  A typical math class has certain topics that must be taught 

on a firm schedule.  In other words, the teacher must move forward, whether all the students are 

prepared or not.  Our Mathcounts course doesn’t have a firm deadline for specific topics. I take as much 

time as needed with students to make sure they thoroughly understand the concepts.   

  



 

-How do you incorporate “coaching” into your classroom?  

 

Every student comes into the classroom with their own relationship with math.  I help the students 

assess where they are and where they’d like to be.  We look at goal setting and how to reach their math 

goals.  (These skills can also be applied to other areas like music, sports, academics, etc.)  Part of the 

goal setting includes character and leadership development.  We identify and nurture character traits to 

help a young math student grow to his potential.   

 

-What will the first month look like? 

 

Week 1 : Explanation of the course and what is expected. Mathcounts intro quiz, to understand 

student’s current level.  Homework sheet given—Due back in one week. Group math activity.  

 

Week 2: Turn in homework.  Answer questions.   Students share any new math ideas they may have 

discovered in the homework.  Depending on how times allows, we may check the homework as a class, 

or I might take it home and check it individually.  This will vary.  Group math activity. Homework sheet 

given—Due back in one week. 

 

Week 3: Same as week 2.  Review math goals regularly with individual students.  

 

Week 4: Same as week 2.  

 

I’m looking forward to a rewarding school year!   

 

Feel free to contact me with any questions about the course or about your child’s mathematics goals.   

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Donna Quigley  

Gobluedonna@yahoo.com 

(734) 261-9135 
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