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human freedom" (p. 252). It is very hard to 
resist the conclusion that Barney's ideal state 
is a farming community in Frieseland led by 
a religious patriarch tending a flock devoted 
to their "genuine meditative essence." 

If Barney gets readers on board with his 
indictment of computing's excesses, he will 
likely lose at least an equal number with his 
dour, repressive, agrarian mysticism. In the 
end, Prometheus Wired is best understood as 
a jeremiad in the neat sense of the term. The 
doom Barney predicts is not in our networks, 
but in our souls. 
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The eight chapters, each superbly written, that 
comprise this provocative collection deal with 
improving the policy dialogue between sci- 
ence and technology and the citizenry they 
supposedly serve. Kleinman sets the debate 
within the recent so-called science wars and 
the organization of science during the Cold 
War. In his contribution, Sarewitz suggests the 
roots of the problem lie further back in the 
Enlightenment's "program." 

The first four chapters cover success sto- 
ries of citizen involvement in AIDS medical 
research and treatment (Epstein), telecom- 
munications policymaking (Sclove), sustain- 
able farming practices (Hassanein), and 
nuclear power (Kaplan). These case studies 
flow fairly chronologically and within the 
genre of social movements. They invite con- 
sideration of the barriers to effective expert- 
lay interactions, especially power relations, 
and the conditions under which meaningful 
communication is promoted. Each is well 
written, accessible, lively, and comprehensive. 

The second half of the book is dedicated 
to "assessments and strategies." It starts off 
with Sarewitz's outline of eight science relat- 
ed problems associated with the Enlighten- 
ment's promise that "more science and more 
control always yield more well-being": science 
is not organized to integrate equity consider- 
ations into its research priorities; science and 
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technology driven affluence exacerbates 
social inequality; the effect of technological 
innovations on the structure and function of 
(locale-based) community; scientific uncer- 
tainty and political gridlock; the collision of 
scientific progress with commercialism and 
ethics; and a breakdown in confidence, opti- 
mism, and morale within the research com- 
munity. Sarewitz proposes, but does not 
discuss in detail, an alternative organization of 
science, one that more closely links science 
and well-being, and that is organized around 
complex, real world problems rather than 
around scientific disciplines. He predicts that 
artificial taxonomies will become increasing- 
ly irrelevant and that the boundaries between 
social and natural science will fade. His alter- 
native vision reveals that, like the other 
authors, he defines science narrowly as nat- 
ural science, rather than including the social 
sciences. 

Schneider uses the earth's climate-ecosys- 
tem to study the citizen-scientist question 
where people must be comfortable with prob- 
abilities. He proposes that three questions 
guide environmental debates: (1) What could 
happen; (2) What are the odds; and (3) How 
do you know? Uncertainties abound in sci- 
ence (e.g., measurement error, statistical vari- 
ation), but in problems like climate change, 
uncertainties are compounded by "their glob- 
al scale, long lag times between cause and 
effect, low frequency variability with charac- 
teristic times greater than instrumental records 
and the impossibility of comprehensive exper- 
imental control" (p. 109). The case of climate 
science shows that consensus within "science 
as community" (e.g., Intergovernmental Pan- 
el on Climate Change [IPCC]) lets the citizen 
answer the three questions listed above. But 
the case also shows that powerful interests 
compete with infomercials, ads, press releas- 
es, and political lobbying campaigns to "put 
the 'spin' on scientific knowledge most favor- 
able to their own interests." These activities 
actually enervate citizens, which, of course, is 
their tacit purpose. His solution is a "science 
assessment court," a meta-institution like the 
Federal Reserve Board sans policymaking 
power, something akin to Consumers Union 
that independently assesses claims by pro- 
ducers or providers "to label the exaggerators, 
the distorters, and the passionate who just 
cannot (or will not) see past their own denial 
of special interest" (p. 114). 
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Although placed in the first section of the 
book, Sclove's report on Loka Institute's suc- 
cessful Boston Consensus Conference on 
telecommunications policy is another exam- 
ple of an institutional strategy. The Danish 
Board of Technology pioneered the model 
during the late 1980s, using the approach on 
topics ranging from "genetic engineering to . 
. sustainable agriculture, telecommuting, and 
the future of private automobiles" (p. 34). In 
contrast to Schneider's "FED for Science" court 
where experts serve 10-year terms, Consensus 
Conferences enroll ordinary citizens in a series 
of weekends to analyze, discuss, and report 
on an issue in the early stages of policy, pro- 
gram, or project development. Participants 
evaluate science and technology consensus 
documents and examine experts with vexing 
questions in order to reach their own con- 
sensus. One could envision a hybrid model 
such that the FED for Science incorporates 
Consensus Conferences to provide opportu- 
nities for truly meaningful public involvement. 

Kleinman ends with a helpful chapter that 
places citizen involvement in science on a 
continuum with four dimensions: the nature 
of lay involvement, the nature of expert 
involvement, the organizational dynamic of 
citizen-scientist interaction, and the extent to 
which "involved actors view 'technical' and 
'nontechnical' considerations as discrete and 
the extent to which they see 'technical' mat- 
ters appropriate for laypeople" (p. 140). 

While a natural for sociology of science 
courses, this book would be ideal for cours- 
es in scientific methodology as well as for 
studies of social problems, social movements, 
and policymaking. The case studies provide 
real world examples of the value of citizen 
input to combat the failures of science with- 
out a direct connection to well-being, and 
they show various ways of accomplishing this 
interface. The strategies chapters force debate 
on the organization of science in the public 
interest. In sum, this collection provides a 
worthy challenge to us all. 
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Tim Jordan's book, Cyberpower, seeks to artic- 
ulate both a broader theoretical conception of 
power in cyberspace and to analyze the 
everyday forms from which and on which 
power works. The book attempts to clarify 
basic concepts and provide detailed analysis 
of smaller, often remote parts of Interet life. 
This is a tricky balancing act, and Jordan does 
a good job of giving readers some grounding 
in the denser theoretical concepts he wants to 
employ while providing a wide variety of 
examples. Though headings such as "key con- 
cepts" and "myths" may seem to indicate an 
introductory text, my sense is that those 
already familiar with the theorists included 
(Weber, Barnes, and Foucault), as well as 
some Intemet background, will benefit most 
from this work. 

One of the biggest strengths of this book 
is that Jordan tries to unpack the multiple 
ways power is infused in online spaces. As he 
puts it, it is intended as a "cartography of the 
powers that circulate through virtual lives, a 
chart of the forces that pattern the politics, 
technology and culture of virtual societies" (p. 
3). Jordan's approach is to present a large 
amount of data on a range of subjects orga- 
nized around the subthemes of the "virtual 
individual," the "virtual social," and the "vir- 
tual imaginary." There are fascinating and 
important stories told in each of these cate- 
gories. Whether it is the use of MUDs (multi- 
ple user dimension) in constructing self or the 
development of GUI (graphical user interface) 
Web browsers, Jordan provides us with 
numerous examples tracing the "normative 
orders of cyberspace" (p. 3). There were 
moments when the sheer amount of diverse 
anecdotes and data left me searching for the 
connecting thread, but generally Jordan works 
his way back to framing why he has laid out 
various examples. 

The distinction between these three cate- 
gories (individual, social, and imaginary) is 
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