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ground), then professors should be prepared 
to supplement it with materials that include 
contributions of women, American minori- 
ties, and third world scholars. Without sup- 
plementary readings, students are likely to 
leave the course with a distorted view of the 

range of scholarship within the discipline of 
environmental sociology. 
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The authors insist that class cleavages, rather 
than racial or ethnic ones, are critical in 

explaining which communities are targeted 
for toxic waste dumps, both within the 
United States and globally. In support of this 
thesis, they cite a 1991 World Bank Report of 
Lawrence Summers, formerly U.S. Treasury 
Secretary and currently Harvard president, 
arguing that "the economic logic behind 
dumping a load of toxic waste in the lowest- 

wage country is impeccable" (p. 115). After 
three opening chapters discussing the politi- 
cal economy of toxics, the waste industry in 
the United States, and the environmental jus- 
tice movement, attention focuses in the 
fourth and fifth chapters on the grassroots 
struggle against a hazardous waste project by 
the Amoco multinational in Mercer County, 
Missouri. The final chapter is modestly enti- 
tled "Wasting the World." 

Even readers inclined to accept some of 
this book's guiding assumptions and asser- 
tions may prefer more persuasive supporting 
logic and documentation. For example, few 
informed observers would disagree that the 
waste industry does indeed typically put 
profits ahead of people's health in this coun- 
try and around the world, but an even-hand- 
ed discussion of the complexities involved in 
handling and disposing of toxics is more like- 
ly to convince than mere repetition of the 
Marxist "enclosure" analogy. At a more gen- 
eral level, while it is also at least partially true 
that "neoimperialism forces every nation to 
obey the neoliberal logic of the market and 
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accept being 'governed' from Washington or 

marginalized in the brave new world of 

'globalization"' (p. vii), the actual dynamics 
of global markets are more complex than that 
(see, for example, Schiller's The New 
Financial Order). 

Focusing on a single Missouri county's 
successful mobilization process against the 
toxics industry, the authors are apparently 
unaware of numerous concepts and insights 
from recent decades of movement analysis. 
Their case study is scattershot and lacks a 
useful analytic framework. While they men- 
tion the toxic industry's infamous 1984 
"Cerrell Report," Girdner and Smith give little 
indication they absorbed its contents or are 
aware of its subversive use against such pro- 
jects by environmental activists across the 
nation. Few of the entries in their 28 pages of 
footnotes (the book does not include a 
"References" section) cite sources more 
recent than the mid-1990s, but even so this 
reader was puzzled at the omission of 
Andrew Szasz's 1994 book, EcoPopulism, on 

political processes and grassroots movements 

involving the handling and mishandling of 
toxic wastes. It was crushing to find Rex 
Warland et al's 1997 study of eight compara- 
ble protest processes (Don't Burn It Here) 
likewise ignored. Neutralizing capitalist bro- 
mides requires more empirical data and less 

repetition of Marxist dogma. 

accept being 'governed' from Washington or 

marginalized in the brave new world of 

'globalization"' (p. vii), the actual dynamics 
of global markets are more complex than that 
(see, for example, Schiller's The New 
Financial Order). 

Focusing on a single Missouri county's 
successful mobilization process against the 
toxics industry, the authors are apparently 
unaware of numerous concepts and insights 
from recent decades of movement analysis. 
Their case study is scattershot and lacks a 
useful analytic framework. While they men- 
tion the toxic industry's infamous 1984 
"Cerrell Report," Girdner and Smith give little 
indication they absorbed its contents or are 
aware of its subversive use against such pro- 
jects by environmental activists across the 
nation. Few of the entries in their 28 pages of 
footnotes (the book does not include a 
"References" section) cite sources more 
recent than the mid-1990s, but even so this 
reader was puzzled at the omission of 
Andrew Szasz's 1994 book, EcoPopulism, on 

political processes and grassroots movements 

involving the handling and mishandling of 
toxic wastes. It was crushing to find Rex 
Warland et al's 1997 study of eight compara- 
ble protest processes (Don't Burn It Here) 
likewise ignored. Neutralizing capitalist bro- 
mides requires more empirical data and less 

repetition of Marxist dogma. 

accept being 'governed' from Washington or 

marginalized in the brave new world of 

'globalization"' (p. vii), the actual dynamics 
of global markets are more complex than that 
(see, for example, Schiller's The New 
Financial Order). 

Focusing on a single Missouri county's 
successful mobilization process against the 
toxics industry, the authors are apparently 
unaware of numerous concepts and insights 
from recent decades of movement analysis. 
Their case study is scattershot and lacks a 
useful analytic framework. While they men- 
tion the toxic industry's infamous 1984 
"Cerrell Report," Girdner and Smith give little 
indication they absorbed its contents or are 
aware of its subversive use against such pro- 
jects by environmental activists across the 
nation. Few of the entries in their 28 pages of 
footnotes (the book does not include a 
"References" section) cite sources more 
recent than the mid-1990s, but even so this 
reader was puzzled at the omission of 
Andrew Szasz's 1994 book, EcoPopulism, on 

political processes and grassroots movements 

involving the handling and mishandling of 
toxic wastes. It was crushing to find Rex 
Warland et al's 1997 study of eight compara- 
ble protest processes (Don't Burn It Here) 
likewise ignored. Neutralizing capitalist bro- 
mides requires more empirical data and less 

repetition of Marxist dogma. 

Ozone Connections: Expert Networks in Global 
Environmental Governance, by Penelope 
Canan and Nancy Reichman. Sheffield, UK: 
Greenleaf Publishing, 2002. 228 pp. $75.00 
cloth. ISBN: 1-874719-40-3. 

DAVID N. PELLOW 
University of California-San Diego 
dpellow@ucsd.edu 

There is no question that in our increasingly 
global society we will have to rely more and 
more on the authority, expertise, and good 
will of global decision-makers. If pollution 
knows no boundaries, then those individuals 
and institutions that track, monitor, regulate, 
and reduce pollution must also have a glob- 
al reach in order to do their job. Fortunately, 
there exists an excellent model of such glob- 
al environmental decision-making at work: 
the 1987 Montreal Protocol for the 
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Elimination of Ozone Depleting Substances. 
This unprecedented agreement, made possi- 
ble by the United Nations, is believed to be 
the most successful example of international 
environmental decision-making on record 
and perhaps the first truly global treaty of any 
kind. 

Penelope Canan and Nancy Reichman 
argue that the Protocol was the product of 
several factors, including intense diplomacy, 
science advocacy, and informal relationships 
among global consultants-a new occupa- 
tion that appeared in late twentieth century 
policy circles. Based on years of field work, 
surveys, interviews, and network analysis, 
the authors offer an unprecedented view of 
politics and science at work in a global 
space. 

Canan and Reichman provide excellent 
case studies of key individuals who com- 
prised the leadership behind the Protocol, 
including the venerable former Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme, Mostafa K. Tolba. Adopting C. 
Wright Mills' framework of the intersection of 
biography, personality, and history, Canan 
and Reichman explain the position of these 
players in a larger drama that would link 
people, national governments, and corpora- 
tions in a collaboration unlike any other. The 
various social networks that formed during 
the many years in which the Protocol was 
being devised allowed scientists the opportu- 
nity to develop deep friendships, trust, and 
relationships that made it possible to bridge 
national and cultural divides that might ordi- 
narily hinder global decision-making. 
Another key ingredient in this process was 
the resource base that allowed participants to 
travel to several international meetings each 
year, so that face-to-face meetings were pos- 
sible. Thus, as much as the Montreal Protocol 
depended on creative politics and innovative 
science, without these deep social networks, 
"communities of practice," and "communities 
of expertise," the treaty might never have 
been possible. Extending Bourdieu's analysis 
of social capital, the authors argue that these 
actors converted their social capital into what 
they term "intellectual capital"-the ability to 
think creatively and recognize the comple- 
mentary expertise of others. 

Canan and Reichman are careful to state 
that scientific expertise alone is insufficient to 
produce successful international treaties. 

They demonstrate that the Protocol partici- 
pants went beyond the traditionally restric- 
tive role of "objective" scientist and 
transformed themselves into science advo- 
cates. Despite the risks to their careers of 
engaging in advocacy, these individuals con- 
sciously pushed the science on ozone deple- 
tion into action. They were allowed the 
authority, autonomy, and independence from 
politicians to do their jobs, which ultimately 
led to decisions that have the force of the 
United Nations behind them. 

Having personally been involved in a 
number of multi-stakeholder environmental 
negotiations myself, it is surprising to me that 
scientists were allowed to do what they did. 
The authors' claim, that the work the scien- 
tists did was free of political influence, seems 
difficult to accept, but they support this point 
with strong evidence. 

But the science/politics theme also points 
to a broader concer. If, as these and other 
scholars believe, technical expertise and a 
culture of science are viewed as driving 
forces in our postindustrial society, this still 
leaves the unresolved question of democrat- 
ic decision-making. Given that expertise is, 
by definition, not widely distributed among 
populations, how can we be assured that the 
appointed "experts" are acting in the best 
interests of the world's population and the 
environment? Who has the right to confer the 
authority on scientists, and exactly whom do 
the scientists serve? These individuals are 
appointed, not elected, and if the average 
world citizen is ill-equipped to evaluate their 
credentials and the policy problem they are 
attempting to tackle, then we have an inher- 
ent and thorny problem of trust and repre- 
sentation. 

The book raises other intriguing questions 
as well. For example, why did the Montreal 
Protocol work out so well when the Basel 
Convention, the Stockholm Convention, and 
many other international environmental 
agreements did not? What was so different 
about Montreal that others failed to see and 
learn from? For instance, it is interesting that 
representatives from industry dominated the 
Montreal Protocol process and this was seen 
as a positive phenomenon (because, after all, 
the implementation of harmful chemical 
phase-outs starts and ends with industry). 
However, in a host of other national and 
international environmental agreements, cor- 
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porate influence-if not hegemony-has 
been viewed as the major barrier to success 
(after all, when corporations and their repre- 
sentatives are defining the agenda, they are 
understandably limiting the kinds of ques- 
tions that can be asked and the breadth and 
depth of actions that are allowable). In those 
cases, fiscal capital seemed to prevent any 
other forms of capital (human, social, cultur- 
al, or intellectual) from having significant 
impact on negotiations. Future research on 
international agreements might draw on the 
Montreal Protocol and a number of other 
agreements to produce a rich, comparative 
analysis in order to shed some light on this 
crucial theoretical and policy question. 

Ozone Connections is an outstanding 
example of the kind of research that sociolo- 
gists in the twenty-first century will be 
required to conduct-multidisciplinary, multi- 
methodological, and collaborative approaches 
that capture social action from the micro to the 
global. This book will appeal to sociologists of 
all persuasions, and to students and policy- 
makers and anyone interested in models of 
international decision-making that really work. 
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The Silicon Valley of Dreams joins a small, yet 
growing number of scholarly works treating 
critically the global high-tech industry. By 
focusing on the low end of the production 
chain, David Pellow and Lisa Sun-Hee Park 
challenge the image of an environmentally 
friendly industry that operates smokeless fac- 
tories within aesthetic industrial parks, while 
employing middle class "knowledge-work- 
ers." The authors describe the work realities 
in Silicon Valley, California, but rather than 
portray the work of engineers and scientists, 
they provide a stage for workers who engage 
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in semiconductor chip production and "clean 
room" work, as well as more peripheral 
work, such as printed circuit board produc- 
tion and cable and printer assembly. Today, 
when the high-tech industry has taken a 
downturn, we read about unemployed soft- 
ware and hardware engineers living on 
employment insurance. Yet, hazardous work- 
ing conditions for a largely invisible under- 
class of production workers have never 
captured public attention. Most of the pro- 
tagonists of this book are members of this 
underclass, namely legal and illegal immi- 
grants from the Far East and Central America. 

Pellow and Park take a moral stance from 
the outset, and explicitly attempt to give a 
voice to this neglected segment of the high- 
tech labor force. While the ideological stance 
is clear and narrow, the theoretical scope of 
the book is wide: It includes an ambitious 
attempt to weave together diverse literature 
in fields such as environmental studies, social 
movements, industrial relations, and studies 
of ethnic and social inequality. This attempt, 
which the writers use later in organizing their 
empirical findings (see, e.g., pp. 181-84), 
sometimes leaves the reader confused by the 
quick transitions from one body of literature 
to the other and by the brevity of theoretical 
discussion. Yet, the attempt to tackle the 
research questions from diverse theoretical 
dimensions is also thought-provoking and 
educational. 

The theoretical concept underpinning the 
book is Environmental Racism and Injustice. 
This term is defined several times, highlight- 
ing different dimensions of the higher proba- 
bility for women, minorities, and new 
immigrants to be exposed to toxic substances 
in their communities and on the job. After a 
theoretical Introduction, the next three chap- 
ters provide a short overview of Silicon 
Valley's history. Chapter 4, on the emergence 
of Silicon Valley, provides an excellent 
description of the making of the Valley into 
the world's most famous high-tech center. 
This chapter presents data on the develop- 
ment of high-tech firms in the valley and 
their connection to the Federal Government 
and Stanford University. It also sets the stage 
for the empirical chapters that follow by pre- 
senting the tension between the clean image 
of the industry and its use of highly toxic 
substances, and by presenting and discussing 
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