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About the National Environmental Policy Act Process 
The Bureau of Reclamation is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Pojoaque Basin Regional 
Water System. The purpose of the EIS is to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
associated Council on Environmental Quality regulations. NEPA is designed to foster environmentally responsible 
decision making informed by public participation.  

Steps in the EIS Process 

 
States the need for action and provides preliminary information on the EIS scope, including the provision for 
alternative actions and additional construction proposed by the Settlement Parties to be evaluated. 

Notice of Intent, February 24, 2012 

Reclamation coordinates with the four Pueblos and cooperating agencies to develop alternatives to address 
planning issues using data on the existing environment, as well as scoping comments received from Pueblos, 
agencies, and the public. 

Alternatives Development 

Reclamation develops a draft EIS that includes a comparison of the various alternatives and analysis of their effects 
on the existing environment. 

 

Draft EIS 

Public and Pueblo meetings conducted to receive questions and concerns on the content of draft EIS. 

Comment on the Draft EIS, 60 days 

Reclamation considers all timely public comments on the draft EIS and identifies its preferred alternative. 
Final EIS filed with the Environmental Protection Agency. 

Final EIS, 30-day waiting period 

After 30-day waiting period, Reclamation announces and explains its decision and describes any 
commitments for mitigating potential environmental impacts in a Record of Decision.   

 

Record of Decision 

Reclamation conducts a literature review to 
identify existing sources of information. 
Reclamation conducts studies and surveys to 
gather baseline data. Example studies are: 
• Archaeological and historic resources 

surveys 
• Biological and wetland surveys 
• Geomorphology and hydrological surveys 
• A socioeconomic study 

Data Collection (WE ARE HERE) 

Reclamation coordinates with the four Pueblos 
and cooperating agencies and requests comments 
from the public on the scope of the EIS 
(alternatives to be evaluated, significant issues, and 
environmental impacts to be analyzed). 

 

Scoping (WE ARE HERE) 


