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Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System (RWS) Environmental Impact Statement 

User Guide for Google Earth KMZs Displaying RWS Alternatives 

Introduction 

Google Earth is a geobrowser that accesses satellite and aerial imagery and other geographic data over 

the internet to represent the Earth as a three-dimensional globe. To learn more about Google Earth, 

visit https://www.google.com/earth/learn/. Google Earth is a free program and can be downloaded here: 

https://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html.  

A KMZ is a file extension for a placemark file used by Google Earth. The Bureau of Reclamation has 

created KMZ files that can be loaded in Google Earth. The KMZ files include locational information for 

the components of the RWS that are analyzed under the action alternatives in the Draft and Final 

Environmental Impact Statements (EISs). The KMZ files can be downloaded here:  

https://sites.google.com/site/pbwatereis/about-the-regional-water-system/google-earth-maps. The Draft 

and Final EIS can be downloaded here: https://sites.google.com/site/pbwatereis/documents/project-

reports. 

NOTE: These KMZ files are for illustrative purposes only and do not portray exact locations of project features. 

The lines and facility markers represent proposed locations based on the alternatives considered in the EIS. Lines 

showing proposed RWS facility and pipeline locations may appear to be misplaced for up to several minutes until 

the map finishes rendering. 

Getting Started 

Once Google Earth has been installed on your computer, download and open the desired KMZ file that 

is here: https://sites.google.com/site/pbwatereis/about-the-regional-water-system/google-earth-maps. 

When you open the KMZ, your screen will look similar to this: 

 

https://www.google.com/earth/learn/
https://www.google.com/earth/download/ge/agree.html
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The items in the legend with the green box around them in the above figure are the Bureau of 

Reclamation files associated with the Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System Draft or Final EIS. The four 

action alternatives represent different “layers” of the KMZ; there is a different “layer” for each action 

alternative considered in the final EIS. NOTE: For easiest viewing of the proposed RWS facilities, we 

recommend turning OFF (unchecking) the Pueblo boundary layer.  

The items in the legend with the yellow box around them in the above figure are automatically 

populated by Google Earth and are not generated by the Bureau of Reclamation. These include photos 

and place markers that are not part of the features created by 

the Bureau of Reclamation for this project. You can turn these 

features off by unclicking the checkbox beside the name of that 

feature (so that there is no check inside the box). To avoid 

confusing these with information about the project, we 

recommend unchecking the following in the legend: 

- Voyager 

- Places 

- Photos 

- Gallery 

- Global Awareness 

- More 

 

See the picture to the right for an example of how we recommend these features be unchecked. 

When you first open the KMZ, you will be viewing the general project area from far away (zoomed 

out). You can get closer (zoom in) by double clicking the map in the location you want to zoom to, by 

scrolling using your mouse wheel (if your mouse has a scrolling wheel), or by using the zoom in and out 

arrows; see the yellow box in the below figure for the location of these arrows (these arrows will show 

up when you hover your mouse in that area). You can also zoom to a specific address by typing it in the 

“Search” field, which is in the red box in the below figure.  
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Exploring the Alternatives 

Each KMZ file contains all four action alternatives analyzed in either the Draft or Final EIS. In the Draft 

and Final EIS, Alternative B corresponds to Figure 2-10, Alternative C corresponds to Figure 2-14, 

Alternative D corresponds to Figure 2-16, and Alternative E (Preferred) corresponds to Figure 2-18.  

In Google Earth, you can turn on and off different alternatives by clicking or unclicking the checkbox 

beside an alternative in the legend. If there is a check in the box beside the alternative, it is turned on 

and will be viewable in the Google Earth map. If there is no check in the box beside the alternative, it is 

turned off and the features of that alternative will not be viewable in the Google Earth map. By turning 

on and off different alternatives, you can see the differences between the alternatives, i.e., the different 

locations of project components under each alternative.  

To see what project components are included under each alternative, you can expand the alternative by 

clicking the “+” (plus) symbol to the left of the alternative name. Every item that has a “+” (plus) symbol 

can be expanded to show more information (see green arrow in figure below). If you see a “-“ (minus) 

symbol, that means you cannot expand that to see any additional information (see yellow arrow in figure 

below). To see less information, you can click the “-“ (minus) symbol.  
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You can expand an alternative to see the components that are shown within it and can then expand the 

components to see the individual facilities. If you double click on a facility name in the legend, the map 

will take you to its location (zoom to the location). In the example below, by clicking the “HKM 

Highway 502 south water treatment plant” where the green arrow is pointing in the figure, the map 

zoomed to the location of that feature.  

 

You can also click on any polygon or line in the map to get more information about that item. For 

example, the figure below shows the information that is displayed when clicking on the blue polygon. 

Each facility has information on which alternative(s) it would appear in so you can see how locations 
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would compare across alternatives (for example, in the below figure, the information table shows that 

the ‘ASR – deep injection and recovery wells’ would appear in Alternative B).  

If you are a landowner or tenant and are interested in knowing more about proposed project elements 

that are near your property, this is a good way to get information about the proposed facilities that 

could be located near your property under the different alternatives.  

The polygons show short-term disturbance buffer estimates; buffers may look like they are going over 

existing structures, but project elements would not impact existing structures. The only exception to 

the buffer display is the water treatment plant; the polygon for this structure shows the actual footprint.  

 

Key Observation Points (KOPs) 

You will see that one of the information fields under each alternative is a feature called Key Observation 

Points (KOPs; see green arrow in figure below). A KOP is one of a series of critical viewpoints on a 

travel route or at a use area where the proposed project would be most visible. KOPs were selected 

throughout the project area where some project features considered in one of the RWS alternatives 

could be visible. Photos were taken to document the current view at KOPs. At KOPs where project 

features would be visible, simulations of those features were imposed on the photograph.  

KOPs are delineated as red stars on the Google Earth map. If you click a red star on a map while you 

have multiple alternatives enabled (checked on), it will break into multiple red stars. This is because 

Google Earth is giving you the option of which alternative that you would like to see the KOP simulated 

for (for alternatives B, C, D, or E). You will have to click on one of the KOP stars a second time in 

order to display more information about that KOP. If only one alternative layer is turned on, you only 

have to click on the KOP star once, as there is only one KOP point displayed for that particular 

location. 

When you click a KOP (either the star on the map or the KOP number in the legend), a box will appear 

with information about that KOP. The first item in the box will be a current condition (the photograph 

taken at the KOP). The second item in the box will be the simulated condition under one or more of 

the RWS action alternatives. To see the simulated condition, you will need to scroll down within the 

box (see the red box in the figure below; this shows the scrolling area that you will use to navigate 
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within the box). Note that some simulations look the same as the current condition if there are no 

project features that would be visible from that KOP. Simulated features will be clearly marked on the 

photo. The descriptive box also includes information on the latitude, longitude, and direction of view 

from the KOP. The visual simulations can also be viewed in Appendix D of the Final EIS.  

 

 


