
Public Scoping Report Completed for the Pojoaque Basin 

Regional Water System Environmental Impact Statement 

The Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office 

(Reclamation), has completed the Public Scoping Report for 

the Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System (RWS) 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The report is available 

for viewing on the project website at 

www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com on the Project 

Documents page. The full report provides detailed results of 

the public scoping process. Below is an explanation of the 

scoping process and a summary of the key findings. 

Public Scoping Activities 

Scoping is a collaborative public involvement process 

conducted at the beginning of the National Environmental 

Policy Act (NEPA) process to identify and refine issues to be 

addressed in the EIS. For the Pojoaque Basin RWS EIS, scoping 

activities included mailing the first issue of the newsletter to 

over 4,200 individuals and businesses; holding public scoping 

meetings in and around the project area; publishing a press 

release and newspaper advertisements announcing these 

meetings; setting up a project website; and collecting public 

comments at meetings, by email, by postal mail, and through 

the project website. The public scoping period began on 

February 24, 2012, with the publication of a Notice of Intent 

in the Federal Register. All comments received on or before 

May 31, 2013, were included in the scoping report.  

Public Scoping Results 

Reclamation received 65 submissions during the public scoping 

period. Comments were submitted by 41 members of the 

general public, 3 organizations or nonprofit groups, 1 elected 

official, and 1 tribal government. Based on mailing addresses, 

26 commenters were from within New Mexico; the remaining 

20 commenters did not indicate a geographic location. In New 

Mexico, the city of Santa Fe and Santa Fe County had the 

highest numbers of commenters. The charts to the right 

provide a breakdown of commenters by affiliation and 

location. 

Issue No. 2, September 2013 

The 65 submissions resulted in 197 relevant and discrete 

comments. Of these comments, 118 (or 60 percent) were 

categorized as resource issues and organized into 13 

resource issue statements. The remaining 79 comments 

(40 percent) were related to the project but did not fit 

within a resource issue. These comments were organized 

into three additional categories: project alternatives, 

general project comments, and public and agency 

collaboration.  

During the public scoping period, Reclamation accepted 

written or transcribed submissions commenting on the 

project. Each submission was reviewed for relevant 

content and separated into individual comments. A single 
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Future Steps and Collaboration 

Scoping is the first opportunity for public involvement in the EIS 

process. Reclamation will use the information collected during 

the scoping period to help inform and focus the Draft EIS, 

which is anticipated to be published in late 2015. Release of the 

Draft EIS will be announced in a Notice of Availability in the 

Federal Register, on the project website, and in the local media. 

Additional public meetings will be held to solicit public 

comment on the draft document. At the conclusion of the 

public comment period, the Draft EIS will be revised, and a Final 

EIS will be published and made available for public review.  

Now that scoping is complete, Reclamation will begin to 

formulate a reasonable range of alternatives that will be 

analyzed in the Draft EIS. This will be a coordinated effort 

between Reclamation and cooperating agencies, including the 

Pueblos of Tesuque, Nambé, and Pojoaque, the Pueblo de  

San Ildefonso, Santa Fe County, the city of Santa Fe,  

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service,  

New Mexico Department of Transportation, US Army Corps of 

Engineers, and US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

submission could contain multiple comments on various aspects 

of the project. The comments were coded by topic, entered into 

a database, and grouped into the following categories: 

1) Resource issues: These comments focused on issues that 

relate to natural resources or project-specific resources. These 

comments were further developed into the following resource 

issue statements: 

 How would aquifer storage and recovery wells be 

constructed and used as part of the project, and what effect 

would they have on local aquifers? (ASR wells and hydrology) 

 What contaminants are currently found in the surface water 

and groundwater within the Pojoaque Basin, and what 

methods would Reclamation use to bring the RWS water up 

to drinking water standards? (water quality) 

 How would Reclamation supply water to RWS users during 

periods of water shortage or prolonged drought? (drought 

and water shortage) 

 How would the RWS impact population growth and 

economic activity in the Pojoaque Basin? (social and economic 

values) 

 How would Reclamation construct RWS infrastructure to 

minimize impacts on local water infrastructure and property 

owners? (infrastructure and construction) 

 How would the RWS impact natural and sensitive resources 

in the area? (natural resources) 

 Where would the water for the RWS come from, and how 

would the RWS affect local water rights? (water rights) 

 How could Reclamation incorporate energy conservation 

strategies and renewable energy technologies into the 

project? (renewable energy) 

 How would Reclamation acquire and enforce rights-of-

way to construct and access RWS components? 

(easements and rights-of-way) 

 How would the RWS impact species listed under the 

Endangered Species Act? (endangered species) 

 How much water storage would be included as part of 

the project? (water storage) 

 How would the RWS interact with other projects in the 

area? (other projects) 

 How would Reclamation protect cultural resources and 

areas designated as Northern New Mexico Historical 

Traditional Villages during project construction? (cultural 

and historical resources) 

2) Project alternatives: These comments proposed 

alternative ways to implement the RWS, including the 

location and implementation of project infrastructure, 

expanding the area of analysis for the project, and suggesting 

additional projects to be analyzed in the EIS. 

3) General project comments: These comments 

focused on more general aspects of the project, including 

the need and justification for the RWS, current and future 

project analysis, and public outreach methods and materials. 

4) Public and agency collaboration: These comments 

stressed the importance of public and agency collaboration 

and interagency cooperation, and highlighted specific people 

or groups that should be consulted during the EIS analysis. 

Comments by Resource Issue 

This graphic shows the number of comments received for each of the four issue 

categories. Resource issue comments were separated out by individual resources. 



Data Collection Activities—Next Steps 

The development of the Pojoaque Basin RWS requires substantial field survey efforts to identify potential pipeline alignment constraints. 

Results of the surveys will be incorporated into the final design and construction of the RWS. Below are brief descriptions of the various 

resource studies that will occur on and around the proposed project site, along with their preliminary expected time frame. 

 Biological terrestrial studies—wildlife surveys to identify suitable habitat for a variety of species, including general wildlife, nesting 

raptors (eagles and hawks), and federal and state protected species (fall of 2013 through fall of 2014, possibly early 2015) 

 Biological aquatic habitat studies—surveys to characterize pipeline crossings and identify suitable habitat for a variety of aquatic 

species (winter of 2013 through fall of 2014) 

 Wetlands studies—wetland surveys to identify potential waters of the US that may be impaired by the RWS (fall of 2013 through 

fall of 2014, possibly early 2015) 

 Cultural resource studies—archaeological surveys for cultural and historic resources, including buildings, structures, acequias, and 

other objects that could be affected by the proposed undertaking (early winter to spring of 2014) 

 Water resource studies—engineering surveys to identify areas that may be vulnerable to erosion (early winter of 2014 through 

summer of 2014) 

 Engineering studies—various studies will be conducted through mid-2015, including a site-

improvement/encroachment survey, an existing utility infrastructure inventory, in-field surveys and 

planning, geotechnical investigations, and ground-truthing. Please be aware that some of these surveys 

may require the use of large equipment. (fall of 2013 through mid-2015) 

 Environmental  studies—investigations will be performed to identify any potential environmental 

concerns, such as contamination, in or near the proposed pipeline locations (fall of 2013 to fall of 2014) 

Surveyors will be easily recognizable by their brightly colored field vests and may be using the following 

equipment: waders or boots, shovels, sediment-collection sacks, digital cameras, binoculars, measuring tapes, 

backpacks, handheld GPS units, clipboards, and field notebooks. No surveys will be conducted on private 

lands without prior permission from the land owner. 

Recent Open Houses on Pojoaque Basin RWS: 

Private Property Access 

An ominous thunderstorm could not keep the public away from 

Reclamation’s public meeting on August 6th at Tesuque Elementary 

School. This was the first of two meetings that Reclamation hosted to 

answer questions about upcoming data collection and survey activities 

on private lands. Over 70 people attended the meeting in Tesuque and 

over 100 people came out to the August 8th meeting at the Pojoaque 

High School cafeteria.  

The meetings were held in an open house format, which also included a 

formal presentation. Questions and answers were encouraged as a 

group following the presentation and during one-on-one conversations 

with project staff. Representatives from Reclamation and Santa Fe 

County were available to answer questions at both meetings. 

Reclamation stressed to land owners that nobody would trespass or 

enter private property without consent, that consent is voluntary and 

revocable, and only Reclamation staff and government contractors 

would enter onto private property and only when necessary.  

All land owners within the project area are asked to complete and 

return a private property right of entry form. For more information on 

this and how to download a right of entry form, please visit the project 

website at www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com and click to the How to 

Get Involved > Information for Land Owners page. 
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This is the second in a series of newsletters from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding the proposed design and construction of the 

Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System to serve the Pueblos of Nambé, Pojoaque, and Tesuque, the Pueblo de San Ildefonso, and 

other customers in Santa Fe County, New Mexico. This edition of the newsletter provides an overview of the Public Scoping Report, 

upcoming data collection activities, private property access for project surveys, and information on how to stay informed. Contact us 

at PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov if you would like to be removed from the mailing list or to receive future mailings via email. 

Want More Information? 
 

Get on the mailing list: Send a request to PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 

Visit the project website: www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com 

 

Online: www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com 

E-mail:  PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov      

Fax:  505-462-3797 

Postal Mail:  Molly Thrash 

 Bureau of Reclamation 

 Albuquerque Area Office, ALB-842 

 555 Broadway NE, Suite 100 

 Albuquerque, NM 87102                 

Have Questions? 

Check out our updated Frequently 

Asked Questions page on the project 

website: 

www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com 


