
 

 
 

  
 

   
  

 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 

  
  

  
 

 

 
  

  
  

 
  

 

   
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 
   

  
  

 

 

 
 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation RECLAMATION Albuquerque Area Office 

Managing Water in the West 

Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System 

Issue No. 6, January 2018 

Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System  
Final Environmental Impact Statement Available 

The Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office 
(Reclamation), has released the Pojoaque Basin Regional 
Water System Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
analyzing the environmental effects of constructing a proposed 
regional water system (RWS) and connected actions in the 
Pojoaque Basin in north-central New Mexico. Reclamation 
prepared the Final EIS in cooperation with the U.S. Bureau of 
Indian Affairs; U.S. Indian Health Service; U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; Pueblo de San 
Ildefonso, Pueblo of Pojoaque, Pueblo of Nambé, and Pueblo 
of Tesuque (Settlement Pueblos); New Mexico Department of 
Transportation; Santa Fe County; and the City of Santa Fe. 

The Final EIS was prepared in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). A minimum 30-day 
waiting period will occur before the record of decision (ROD) 
is signed and published. The RWS is described in and 
authorized by the Aamodt Litigation Settlement Act 
(Settlement Act; Title VI of the Claims Resolution Act of 
2010; Public Law 111-291, Title VI; 124 Stat. 3065), which 
authorizes and ratifies the Aamodt Litigation Settlement 
Agreement, dated January 19, 2006, as conformed to the 
Settlement Act. 

As required by NEPA, the Final EIS analyzes alternatives for 
the RWS and for the proposed connected actions of the Rio 
Pojoaque irrigation improvement project (on the Pueblo de 
San Ildefonso) and the Rio Tesuque channel modification 
project (on the Pueblo of Tesuque). The EIS also assesses the 
potential environmental effects of constructing certain water-
related infrastructure improvements that the Pueblo de San 
Ildefonso is considering, including wastewater system 
improvements.  

The Final EIS describes the potential environmental and 
socioeconomic impacts that would result from each 
alternative for the RWS and connected actions. It also 
describes the preferred alternatives for these actions. The 
preferred alternatives are summarized below. 

RWS Preferred Alternative: Alternative E 

After weighing the benefits and impacts of all feasible RWS 

alternatives, Reclamation has identified Alternative E as the 
preferred alternative. Under this alternative, the RWS would 
consist of the following major components: 

 A firm, reliable water supply that would be ensured by 
collecting flows from the hyporheic zone (saturated area 
just below ground next to and/or under a stream) of the 
Rio Grande and supplementing it with operational planning 
and scheduling of San Juan-Chama water supplies; 
emergency use wells would allow water to be withdrawn 
during emergencies lasting longer than 2 days that cannot 
be supplied by short-term storage tanks 

 Four horizontal radial well collectors on the east bank of 
the Rio Grande, on the Pueblo de San Ildefonso, north of 
the Otowi Bridge 

 A water treatment plant on the west side of County Road 
101D, north of SH 502 

 Seven new short-term storage tanks, in addition to 15 
existing storage tanks 

 Approximately 151 miles of water transmission and 
distribution pipelines, 1 surge tank, 6 pumping plants, and 
pressure-reducing and flow-control valves 

 Approximately 7 miles of new overhead and buried 
electrical distribution lines; facilities capable of being 
supplemented by distributed solar generation 

Pueblo de San Ildefonso Future Projects Alternatives 

In accordance with Section 615(d)(7)(A)(ii) of the Settlement 
Act, the Pueblo de San Ildefonso is considering constructing 
certain water-related infrastructure improvements, including 
wastewater system improvements. These could be more cost 
effective when implemented in conjunction with RWS 
construction. The EIS assesses the potential environmental 
impacts of constructing certain water-related infrastructure 
improvements, including a wastewater treatment plant and 
associated wastewater conveyance systems. In addition to 
these improvements, the Pueblo de San Ildefonso is 
considering other water-related infrastructure in a 680-acre 
area near the Pueblo’s northern boundary, along with three 
potential new pipeline alignments. 



 
 

   
 

  

  
 
 
 

 

 
   

  
 

 

 

  

  
  

 
 

  

  
  

  

 

 

RWS Preferred Alternative:Alternative E 


Public Comments on the Draft EIS and Changes to the Alternatives
 
Reclamation published the Draft EIS on January 13, 2017, and 
gathered feedback during a 45-day public comment period. 
During the comment period, four public meetings were held. At 
the meetings, the public had the opportunity to learn more 
about the project; visit with Reclamation, Tribal, state, and 
county staff; view maps; ask questions; and submit comments. 

During the Draft EIS comment period, Reclamation received 
301 submissions, 41 of which were from a single form letter, 
leaving 260 unique submissions. These submissions yielded 455 
unique comments. Sixty-nine percent of the comments were on 
changes to the existing alternatives. Another 8 percent related 
to the best available information and baseline data, and 5 
percent were on the impact analyses. 

The Final EIS includes changes in response to public comments 
on the Draft EIS. It also includes updates, based on ongoing 
engineering design work and collaboration with stakeholders. 
Changes to the RWS alternatives (Chapter 2) include adding 
clarifying information, such as the size and volume of existing 
storage tanks, details on the communication system related to 
antenna poles, and sodium hypochlorite injection buildings at 

existing storage tanks. Some infrastructure was moved, 
removed, or reduced in size to avoid impacts, address 
stakeholder concerns, or improve performance of the system. 
This included removing the proposed storage tank near the 
Santa Fe Opera under Alternative E. Also under Alternative E, 
Reclamation minimized the footprint of the staging area near 
the El Rancho cemetery to reduce noise and visual impacts. 

Changes to the Rio Pojoaque irrigation improvement project 
alternatives included clarifying that the conveyance system could 
be a pipe, a conveyance canal, or a combination of the two, and 
that the collection from the Rio Pojoaque could occur farther 
upstream. Components of the wastewater system, as part of 
the Pueblo de San Ildefonso future projects, were refined. 

Information for Landowners 

Landowners and tenants with questions or concerns about 
land use and rights-of-way may contact Reclamation at any 
time. 
 Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office 
 505-462-3652 or 505-462-3591 
 PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 



March - May 2013 
 

 

  

 

 
  

 
 

  

 
  

 
 
 

  
  

  
 
 

  

  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Rio Pojoaque Irrigation Improvement Project Preferred Alternative:
 
Alternative RP-C 


Under Alternative RP-C, Rio Pojoaque water owned by the 
Pueblo de San Ildefonso would either be piped from the 
Acequia de Los Indios into a new conveyance system or 
collected directly from the Rio Pojoaque into a new 
conveyance system. This system would be composed of a pipe, 
a concrete-lined conveyance canal, or a combination of the 
two, and it would tie into the existing Pueblo de San Ildefonso 
irrigation system. 

The water would be collected by installing a new infiltration 
gallery and intake system on the Rio Pojoaque or by replacing 
a head gate at the downstream end of the Acequia de Los 
Indios on Pueblo land, north of County Road 84A. The Pueblo 
would coordinate with the Pojoaque Valley Irrigation District 
and Acequia de Los Indios to determine the timing of 
collection. It may enter into an agreement with these parties 
to ensure that the acequia has capacity available to deliver the 
Pueblo’s irrigation water, if the acequia is used. 

Up to a 9,300-foot-long conveyance system would be 
constructed from the collection area to the existing Pueblo 
irrigation system. The conveyance system would not obstruct 
any arroyo flows. 

Figure 2-22 
Alternative RP-C 

Rio Tesuque Channel Modification Project Preferred Alternative:
 
Alternative RT-D 


Under Alternative RT-D, the Rio Tesuque channel modification 
project would remove deposited sediment from the east side 
of the Rio Tesuque, just upstream of the TP-806 Bridge. The 
goal is to increase the capacity of the river to carry water and 
sediment past the bridge during a high flow event. 

Approximately 1,320 cubic yards of material would be 
excavated from the project area and hauled to a nearby 
stockpiling site. If the Pueblo had use for this material, or if it 
were suitable for backfill material for RWS construction, the 
haul distance would be no more than an estimated 3.5 miles. 
Excavation would be completed during periods of little to no 
flow on the Rio Tesuque. 

Figure 2-27 
Alternative RT-D 

Notice of Intent  
Published in the  
Federal Register 

Public and 
Pueblo Scoping  

Period  

Alternatives 
Development, 

Special Studies, 
Impacts Analysis  

Draft EIS and 
Public Comment 

Period  
 Final EIS and Record 

of Decision  

February 
2012  

Fall 2013 -  
Winter 2016  

January 13 -  
February 27, 2017 

Spring 2018 March - May 2013  

Note: The period from Final EIS publication and ROD signature is not a formal comment period, but any substantive comments received may be addressed in the ROD. 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

      

 

   

 
 

                

  

  

  
 

This is the sixth in a series of newsletters from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding the proposed design and construction of the 
Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System to serve the Pueblo de San Ildefonso, Pueblo of Nambé, Pueblo of Pojoaque, Pueblo of 
Tesuque, and other customers in Santa Fe County, New Mexico. This edition of the newsletter announces the availability of the Final 
EIS, provides information on the preferred alternatives, and identifies next steps in the project. Contact us at 
PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov if you would like to be removed from the mailing list or receive future mailings via email. 

Want More Information? 
Get on the mailing list: Send a request to 

PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 

Visit the project website: www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com 

E-mail: PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 

Fax: 505-462-3797 

Postal Mail: 

Phone: 

Sarah Branum 
Bureau of Reclamation 
Albuquerque Area Office 
555 Broadway NE, ALB-115 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-462-3591 

Where to Find the Final EIS  
The Final EIS is available on the project website, 
www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com. Printed copies can be viewed 
at: 
	 Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office  
	 Santa Fe County Pojoaque Satellite Office, 5 West 

Gutierrez, Suite 9, in Pojoaque (in the Pojoaque Pueblo 
Plaza) 

	 Santa Fe Public Library, 145 Washington Avenue in 
Santa Fe  

	 New Mexico State Library, 1209 Camino Carlos Rey in 
Santa Fe  

	 Santa Fe Community College Library, 6401 Richards 
Avenue in Santa Fe 

	 Natural Resources Library, U.S. Department of the  
Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Main Interior Building in 
Washington, DC 

Official Business 
Penalty for Private Use, $300 

US Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 
c/o EMPSi * 
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Albuquerque, NM, 87102 
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