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Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System  

Draft Environmental Impact Statement Available 

You are invited to review and comment on a draft 

environmental impact statement (EIS) analyzing the 

environmental effects of constructing a proposed regional 

water system (RWS) and connected actions in the Pojoaque 

Basin in north-central New Mexico. As the lead federal 

agency, the Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office 

(Reclamation), prepared the draft EIS in cooperation with the 

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs; U.S. Indian Health Service; U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 

Pueblo de San Ildefonso, Pueblo of Pojoaque, Pueblo of 

Nambé, and Pueblo of Tesuque (Settlement Pueblos); New 

Mexico Department of Transportation; Santa Fe County; and 

the City of Santa Fe.  

The draft EIS was prepared in compliance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA). A 45-day public 

comment period is open from January 13 to February 27, 

2017. The RWS is described in and authorized by the Aamodt 

Litigation Settlement Act (Settlement Act; Title VI of the 

Claims Resolution Act of 2010; Public Law 111-291, Title VI; 

124 Stat. 3065), which authorizes and ratifies the Aamodt 

Litigation Settlement Agreement, dated January 19, 2006, as 

conformed to the Settlement Act. 

As required by NEPA, the draft EIS analyzes alternatives for 

the RWS and for the proposed connected actions of the Rio 

Pojoaque irrigation improvement project (on the Pueblo de 

San Ildefonso) and the Rio Tesuque channel modification 

project (on the Pueblo of Tesuque). The EIS also assesses the 

potential environmental effects of constructing certain water-

related infrastructure improvements that the Pueblo de San 

Ildefonso is considering, including a new wastewater system.  

Alternatives were developed in collaboration with 

stakeholders, including cooperating agencies, as well as using 

engineering and feasibility analyses. Summary comparisons of 

alternatives analyzed for the RWS and connected actions are 

included on the following pages. The Pueblo de San Ildefonso 

is in the process of developing  its wastewater system design. 

The preliminary conceptual design for the wastewater system 

and the area of potential disturbance for other future projects 

are described and analyzed in the draft EIS.   

The draft EIS describes the potential environmental and 

socioeconomic impacts that would result from each alternative 

for the RWS and connected actions. It includes analyses of key 

resource topics, such as surface water; groundwater; 

vegetation; wetlands, non-wetland waters, and floodplains; 

cultural resources; socioeconomic resources; and air quality, 

and lists the mitigation measures that would be implemented 

to lessen or eliminate any negative effects of the project.  

We Want to Hear From You!  
Reclamation is seeking comments from the public, particularly 

feedback concerning the alternatives, the adequacy and 

accuracy of the analyses of the alternatives, and any new 

information that would assist in developing the final EIS. 

Reclamation will consider all substantive comments received 

and will respond to them in the final EIS. The draft EIS may be 

revised based on these comments. We encourage you to 

attend one of the draft EIS public meetings to learn more 

about the project, visit with Reclamation staff, view maps, and 

submit comments. All meetings will run from 6 pm to 8 

pm. Informational materials will be on display throughout each 

meeting and will also be available on the project website 

(www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com). Locations for the public 

meetings are listed below. Comments can be submitted in 

person at the public meetings; by fax to 505-462-3797; by 

email to PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov; through the project 

website at www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com; or by US mail to 

Sarah Branum, Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area 

Office, 555 Broadway NE, ALB-115, Albuquerque, NM 87102. 

City Date Location 

Pojoaque, NM 
Feb. 15, 

2017 

Pojoaque Valley High School,  

Gymnasium 

1574 NM-502 

Tesuque, NM 
Feb. 16, 

2017 

Tesuque Elementary School, 

Gymnasium 

1555 Bishops Lodge Road 

Nambé, NM 
Feb. 21, 

2017 

Nambé Community Center 

180 A SR 503 

Santa Fe, NM 
Feb. 22, 

2017 

Santa Fe Community College, 

Jemez Room 

6401 Richards Avenue 



Summary Comparison of RWS Action Alternatives  

Component 
Alternative B 

(HKM Implementable) 
Alternative C Alternative D 

Alternative E 

(Preferred Alternative) 

Firm, reliable 

water supply  

Rio Grande surface flows, 

supplemented by operational 

planning and scheduling of San 

Juan-Chama Project water 

supplies and one of the 

following three options for 

backup water supply: 

 Aquifer storage and recovery 

(ASR)—Deep injection and 

recovery wells (3) 

 ASR—Shallow injection and 

recovery wells (3) 

 ASR—Shallow passive 

infiltration and recovery wells 

(3)  

Rio Grande surface flows, 

supplemented by operational 

planning and scheduling of San 

Juan-Chama Project water 

supplies  

Same as Alternative C  Rio Grande surface flows, 

supplemented by 

operational planning and 

scheduling of San Juan-

Chama Project water 

supplies and conjunctive 

use wells  

Primary source 

water collection  

Side channel surface diversion 

structure  

Parallel river interceptor drain   Infiltration gallery   Horizontal radial well 

collectors (4)  

Water 

treatment  

HKM—SH 502 South location  El Rancho location Same as Alternative C SH 502 North location  

Short-term 

storage 

24 total tanks in Alternative B 

locations (11 new tanks and 13 

existing)  

24 total tanks in Alternative C 

locations (11 new tanks and 13 

existing)  

29 total tanks in 

Alternative D locations 

(16 new tanks and 13 

existing)  

24 total tanks in 

Alternative E locations (9 

new tanks and 15 existing)  

Water  

transmission 

and distribution 

system 

 0.8-mile-long raw water 

pipeline, from primary source 

water collection facility to 

water treatment plant 

 Transmission pipeline 

 Distribution pipeline 

 Access roads  

 7 pumping plants 

 No surge tank near County 

Road 101D  

 3.6-mile-long raw water 

pipeline (including trenched 

section over a hill), from 

primary source water 

collection facility to water 

treatment plant 

 Transmission pipeline 

 Distribution pipeline 

 Access roads 

 6 pumping plants 

 One surge tank, between 

primary source water 

collection and water 

treatment plant near County 

Road 101D 

 Minor variations in pipeline 

alignment to reach RWS 

facilities  

Same as Alternative C; 

minor variations in 

pipeline alignment to 

reach RWS facilities  

 3.6-mile-long raw water 

pipeline (including bored 

section through a hill), 

from primary source 

water collection facility 

to water treatment plant 

 Transmission pipeline 

 Distribution pipeline 

 Access roads 

 6 pumping plants 

 No surge tank near 

County Road 101D 

 Minor variations in 

pipeline alignment to 

reach RWS facilities  

Electrical power 

service 

Electrical power from existing 

grid; no distributed generation  

Electrical power from existing 

grid, supplemented by solar 

distributed generation; minor 

variations in electrical line 

alignment to reach RWS 

facilities  

Electrical power from 

existing grid, with solar-

ready facilities; minor 

variations in electrical 

line alignment to reach 

RWS facilities  

Same as Alternative D; 

minor variations in 

electrical line alignment to 

reach RWS facilities  

Alternative A is not included because it is the No Action Alternative and the RWS would not be constructed. 



March - May 2013 

Notice of Intent 

Published in the 
Federal Register 

Public and 
Pueblo Scoping 

Period 

Alternatives 
Development,  

Special Studies, 

Impacts Analysis 

Draft EIS and 
Public Comment  

Period 

Final EIS and Record 

of Decision 

February 

2012 

Fall 2013 -  

Winter 2016 

January 13 -     

February 27, 2017 

Fall 2017 - 

Winter 2018 
March - May 2013 

Purpose of and Need for Reclamation’s Action 

The purpose of Reclamation’s action is to reliably provide a 

firm, safe supply of treated drinking water for distribution in the 

Pojoaque Basin, in compliance with the Settlement Act. 

The need for Reclamation’s action is to reduce reliance on 

groundwater in the Pojoaque Basin and to allow the Settlement 

Pueblos to receive a portion of the water provided under the 

Settlement Act.  

Reclamation’s action would also enable the Settlement Pueblos 

to use funding made available in the Settlement Act for certain 

water-related infrastructure improvements, if requested. This 

funding can be requested prior to substantial completion of the 

RWS and used for any water-related improvements that would 

be more cost-effective when implemented in conjunction with 

RWS construction, if approved by the Secretary of the Interior 

(Settlement Act section 615[d][7][A][ii]).  

 

 

 

 

 

Where to Find the Draft EIS 

The draft EIS is available on the project website, 

www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com. Printed copies can be viewed at: 

 Reclamation’s Albuquerque Area Office;  

 Santa Fe County Pojoaque Satellite Office, 5 West 

Gutierrez, Suite 9, in Pojoaque (in the Pojoaque Pueblo 

Plaza) 

 Santa Fe Public Library, 145 Washington Avenue  in  

Santa Fe 

 New Mexico State Library, 1209 Camino Carlos Rey in 

Santa Fe 

 Santa Fe Community College Library, 6401 Richards Ave 

in Santa Fe 

 Natural Resources Library, U.S. Department of the 

Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Main Interior Building in 

Washington, DC 

Information for Landowners 

Landowners and tenants with questions or concerns about 

land use and rights-of-way may contact Reclamation at any 

time.  

 Bureau of Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office 

 505-462-3652 or 505-462-3591 

 PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 

Summary Comparison of Alternatives for Rio Pojoaque Irrigation  

Improvement Project and Rio Tesuque Channel Modification Project 

Alternative RP-B  
Alternative RP-C 

(Preferred Alternative)  
Alternative RP-D  Alternative RP-E  

Alternative RP-A—No 

Action  

Extend existing barrier 

dam  

Divert water from Indios 

irrigation canal with 

extended open 

conveyance canal 

Enhance existing 

infiltration gallery 

Extend existing infiltration 

gallery 

The Rio Pojoaque 

irrigation improvement 

project would not be 

completed.  The existing 

Rio Pojoaque Barrier Dam 

would continue operating 

with its current design 

Alternative RT-A—No 

Action  
Alternative RT-B  Alternative RT-C 

Alternative RT-D 

(Preferred Alternative) 
Alternative RT-E  

The Rio Tesuque channel 

modification project 

would not be completed 

Restore the existing 

incised channel between 

the Upper Ponds 

Diversion Dam and the 

U.S. Highway 84/285 

Bridge 

Excavate a new channel in 

the floodplain, east of the 

current channel alignment 

Remove deposited 

sediment from the east 

side of the Rio Tesuque, 

just upstream of the TP-

806 Bridge 

Construct an infiltration 

gallery upstream of the 

Upper Ponds Diversion 

Dam to collect water 

from the Rio Tesuque 

and transmit the water to 

the Pueblo of Tesuque 

irrigation system 

Note: There will be additional informal opportunities for the public to be involved through the end of the EIS process.  
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This is the fifth in a series of newsletters from the Bureau of Reclamation regarding the proposed design and construction of the 

Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System to serve the Pueblo de San Ildefonso, Pueblo of Nambé, Pueblo of Pojoaque, Pueblo of 

Tesuque, and other customers in Santa Fe County, New Mexico. This edition of the newsletter announces the availability of the draft 

EIS for public review and comment, provides information on upcoming public meetings, and identifies next steps in the project. 

Contact us at PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov if you would like to be removed from the mailing list or receive future mailings via email. 

Want More Information? 

Get on the mailing list: Send a request to 

PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov 

Visit the project website: www.PojoaqueBasinEIS.com 

E-mail:  PojoaqueBasinEIS@usbr.gov      

Fax:  505-462-3797 

Postal Mail:  Sarah Branum 

Bureau of Reclamation 

Albuquerque Area Office 

555 Broadway NE, ALB-115 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Phone: 505-462-3591                

Future Steps  

1. Revise the draft EIS based on public comments.  

2. Release the final EIS. 

3. Release the Record of Decision. 

4. Complete engineering designs, procure easements, 

begin construction.  

Mark Your Calendar! 

Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System  

Draft EIS Public Meetings 

Pojoaque, NM    February 15, 2017 

Tesuque, NM    February 16, 2017 

Nambé, NM          February 21, 2017 

Santa Fe, NM         February 22, 2017 
 

All meetings will run from 6 pm to 8 pm with a short 

presentation at 6:30 pm. See the front page for locations.  

 

The deadline for submitting comments is  

February 27, 2017. 
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