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Albuquerque Area Office 

- Project Fact Sheet - 

Introduction  

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of 
Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office is preparing an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 
proposed design and construction of the Pojoaque 
Basin Regional Water System (RWS) in Santa Fe 
County, New Mexico. The RWS will deliver potable 
water to Pueblo and County residents in the Pojoaque 
Basin by diverting and treating water from the Rio 
Grande. The water will then be transmitted, stored, 
and prepared for delivery to local residents, as 
authorized by the Aamodt Litigation Settlement Act 
(Public Law 111-291, Title VI; 124 Stat. 3065) 
(Settlement Act), which was signed on December 8, 
2010. The EIS for this project will analyze impacts 
from different proposed alternatives for the project. 

Upon completion of all conditions precedent to 
settlement enforcement, as detailed in the Settlement 
Act, and publication of the required Statement of 
Findings, Reclamation will begin construction of the 
RWS. After construction is complete, titles to the 
infrastructure and facilities will be transferred to the 
Pueblos, Santa Fe County, and the Regional Water 
Authority. Upon title transfer, these entities would be 
responsible for the ongoing operation and 
maintenance of the RWS.  

Project Background 

The issue of scarce water resources in the Pojoaque 
River Basin was first litigated in 1966, in the case State 
of New Mexico ex rel. State Engineer v. Aamodt, (No. 
66cv6639 MV/LCS (D.N.M.) to determine the nature 
and extent of the claimants’ water rights. In May 2006, 

a draft Settlement Agreement was signed by the 
Pueblos of Nambé, Pojoaque, San Ildefonso, and 
Tesuque; the City of Santa Fe; Santa Fe County; the 
State of New Mexico; and representatives of 
Pojoaque Basin residents. This draft agreement 
allowed for up to 4,000 acre-feet of water to be 
diverted from the Rio Grande and the construction of 
the Pojoaque Basin Regional Water System; about 
2,500 acre-feet of water would be allocated to the 
four Pueblos and up to 1,500 acre-feet will be 
allocated to Santa Fe County customers. The technical 
details for the RWS described in the draft Settlement 
Agreement were subsequently developed in an 
engineering report prepared by HKM Engineering, Inc. 
The final Settlement Agreement dated April 2012, 
which was signed by the United States on March 14, 
2013, does not require County residents to hook up 
to the RWS. County residents within the Pojoaque 
Basin would have the option of signing on to the 
Settlement Agreement under one of three options, or 

Fast Facts*  

• Over 160 miles of non-overlapping pipeline 
• 30- to 50-foot-wide right-of-way for the pipeline 

corridor 
• 23,800 acres identified for analysis  
• About 560 acres required for regional water 

system facilities (including 85 acres for facilities 
outside of Pueblo boundaries)  

The project includes activities in and on the Rio 
Grande, Rio Nambé, Rio Tesuque, and Rio Pojoaque. 

* Preliminary project numbers subject to change as the project develops 
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not signing on at all.  The Settlement Act ratified the 
terms of the Settlement Agreement and authorized 
Reclamation to plan, design, and construct the RWS. 

Project Overview 

The proposed project will divert, treat, transmit, 
store, and deliver water to Pueblo and non-Pueblo 
residents of the Pojoaque Basin as part of the RWS. 
The water would be diverted at Pueblo de San 
Ildefonso, either by diverting surface water into a side 
intake structure or by collecting groundwater that is 
hydrologically connected to the river through the use 
of horizontal collector wells. The collected water 
would then be treated at a water treatment facility 
and transmitted to storage facilities through 
underground pipelines. Water storage would be in 
large tanks and in underground aquifers. The RWS 
would include facilities to serve the Pueblos of 
Nambé, Pojoaque, San Ildefonso, and Tesuque, and 
facilities to serve County water customers in the 
Pojoaque Basin. Most facilities of the RWS would be 
joint use for both Pueblo and County residents. 
General requirements of the project are outlined in 
the HKM Engineering report, but specific aspects will 
continue to be developed throughout the planning 
process. 

Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the project is to provide safe and 
reliable potable water to the residents of the 

Pojoaque Basin. The need is to reduce reliance on 
groundwater and to allow the Pueblos and 
settlement parties to obtain the water rights under 
the terms and conditions of the Settlement 
Agreement. 

Project Objectives 

• Provide a source of water for drinking, fire 
suppression, and future growth for residents in 
the Pojoaque Basin; 

• Improve alluvial  recharge on portions of the Rio 
Tesuque with channel modifications; 

• Provide a barrier dam and infiltration project on 
the Rio Pojoaque; 

• Develop a design for Rio Grande water diversion 
facilities; treatment, transmission, storage and 
distribution facilities and well fields, in accordance 
with the Settlement Agreement, that best meets 
the needs of settlement parties, while limiting the 
impacts on sensitive resources; and 

• Determine whether additional construction 
projects, proposed and paid for by the four 
Pueblos, Santa Fe County, or a Pojoaque Basin 
Regional Water Authority, are needed to fully use 
the water delivered by the Pojoaque Basin RWS 
or to improve existing or develop new water-
related infrastructure.  

Decisions to be Made 

The federal action is for Reclamation to evaluate 
whether and how to plan, design, and construct a 
water treatment and distribution system for the 
Pojoaque Basin in accordance with the Settlement 
Agreement and the Settlement Act. Reclamation’s 
decision will determine the appropriate design 
alternative, if any, for the water system and approve 
or deny project construction. The terms of the 
settlement parties’ water entitlement and use are 
established under state and Federal law through the 
Settlement Agreement and will not be altered by the 
decisions made in this EIS. 

 

Key Features of the RWS 

• Water diversion and collection structures at 
Pueblo de San Ildefonso on the Rio Grande  

• Water treatment facility 
• Pumping stations 
• Storage tanks 
• Conjunctive-use aquifer storage and recovery 

(ASR) wells  
• Underground primary and lateral water 

conveyance pipelines 
• Electrical improvements 
• Other support facilities including valves, 

service connections, water meter stations, and 
water tie-ins 


