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Guide to Public Input and Commenting 

What is Scoping? 
The scoping process is an opportunity for the public to identify topics to be covered in the Pojoaque 

Basin Regional Water System (RWS) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and provide 

recommendations to Reclamation. Your input may help Reclamation identify: 

 Relevant topics to be analyzed in the EIS 

 Specific resource concerns within the project area 

 Potential alternatives to the proposed RWS 

 Potential mitigation measures for anticipated impacts of the RWS 

 People or organizations who are interested in the EIS process 

 Data gaps and information needs 

 

Issues and Topics that may be Addressed in the Pojoaque Basin 

Regional Water System EIS 

 Water Resources, 

including surface and 

groundwater quality, 

wetlands, and floodplains 

 Vegetation, including 

sensitive, threatened, or 

endangered plant species  

 Wildlife, including 

sensitive, threatened, or 

endangered animal 

species 

 Aquatic Life, including 

sensitive, threatened, or 

endangered fish species 

 Cultural Resources, 

including archaeological 

and historic resources 

 Indian Trust Assets 

 Air Quality  

 Traffic 

 Geology and Soils 

 Land Use and Realty 

 Paleontological 

Resources 

 Climate Change 

 Noise 

 Visual Resources 

 Recreation Resources 

 Socioeconomics 

 Environmental Justice 

 

Making the Most of Your Comments 
While every comment received will be considered, the most 

useful comments are those that provide specific, detailed 

information about the effects of the project and issues that 

should be considered for analysis in the EIS.  For example, if a 

comment states that an action will have “significant 

environmental effects,” further explanation of the relevant causes 

and environmental effects will help us refine and focus our 

alternatives and impact analysis. Comments that are solution-

oriented and provide specific examples will be the most helpful to 

our process. Comments that contribute to developing 

alternatives that address the purpose and need for the action will 

also be particularly appreciated.  Please note that commenting is 

not a form of “voting” on the RWS. 
 

Example of a Helpful Comment Example of an Unhelpful Comment 

I disagree with the storage tank siting in Alternative B. 

There is southwestern willow flycatcher habitat there! 

Stop hogging our water in storage tanks! 
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