
700.1.14 MASS OFFERINGS 

POLICY: 

"When a priest celebrates more than one Mass per day, he is only permitted to 
take one Mass offering per day, even though additional ones were accepted." 
(Canon 951, §1 and §2) 

IMPLEMENTATION: 

1. The "Missa Pro Populo" is an Obligation of pastoral responsibility (Canon 
534) 
a. The Pastor or Administrator of a parish is obliged to celebrate the "Missa 

Pro Populo" 
b. Those who celebrate the "Missa Pro Populo" may accept another Mass 

offering for the same day. 
2. In cases where bination or trination occurs, the offerings for those Masses will 

be forwarded to the Office of Priest Personnel in accordance with Canon 951 . 
The Bishop designates as beneficiary of these stipends the Diocesan Priests' 
Relief Fund. Pastors, Administrators, and Pastoral Coordinators are to 
ensure the timely submission of these stipends to the Diocese. These 
offerings should be submitted monthly in the care of the Accountin8 Services 
Office for deposit in the Priests' Relief Fund. 

3. Religious priests in the Diocese will forward offerings from binated or trinated 
monies to their Religious Superior to be used for the purpose designated by 
their Major Superior. 

4. The reception of a stipend is prohibited for concelebrated Masses of bination 
(see, Apostolic Letter "Faculties Concerning Mass Stipends"- Pope Paul VI , 
lll.a). 

5. The law on offerings concerns one calendar day. One may not accept an 
offering for a Mass on Saturday morning and another for the Sunday Vigil 
Mass celebrated on Saturday. 

6. There are exceptions to the above, as noted below: 
a. On Christmas Day, a priest may accept offerings for a second or third 

Mass; 
b. A stipend may be accepted for both the Easter Vigil Mass and the Mass of 

Easter Sunday. 
7. The established Mass offering for the Diocese is $10.00 
8. All stole fees for baptisms, weddings, funerals and other sacramental services 

belong to the Parish where the ceremony takes place. If a Mass is celebrated, 
the presider is entitled to the Mass stipend if it is the only Mass he celebrates 
that calendar day. (Canons 531 and 551 ). 



9. "Collective Mass Intentions"- The gathering of the offerings of the faithful 
which are destined for the celebration of Masses according to particular 
intentions, accumulating them into a single offering and satisfying them with a 
single Mass is a violation of justice and is forbidden. A Mass offering 
accepted for a particular intention is an obligation personally assumed "ex 
iustitia" by the priest. 

1 O. ln cases where parishioners are explicitly informed of and have freely 
consented to the combining of their offerings in a single offering, their 
intentions may be satisfied with a single Mass. This should not occur more 
than twice a week. The time and place of the celebration are to be announced 
adequately. 
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