
Chemistry Class Expectations & Syllabus 2010-2011 
 

Mr. O’Neill 
Room: I-13 
Phone: (760) 726-5611 x 71857 
Email: ONeillVHS@gmail.com 
Web: http://sites.google.com/site/oneillvhs 
 
Chemistry is a basic science, along with physics, and biology.  Chemistry’s primary focus is on questions 
related to: 

• the structure and behavior of atoms (elements) 
• the composition and properties of compounds 
• the reactions between substances with their accompanying energy exchanges 
• the laws that unite these phenomena into a comprehensive system. 

 
Chemistry is not an isolated discipline.  As we learn more you may start to recognize the interrelation 
between chemistry and biology and as many of you move on to take physics next year you will see how 
chemistry and physics interrelate.  Chemistry is also prevalent in your everyday life.  Everything you touch, 
taste, and smell is a chemical.  All scientists, chemists, biologist, physicist, geologist, etc… Take chemistry 
at some point in their education, but so do doctors, nurses, dentists, pharmacists, veterinarians, fire fighters, 
truck drivers, plumbers, artists, hairdressers, chefs, wine makers, brewers, etc… 
 
The purpose of this course will be to give you an introduction to the basic concepts in chemistry.  The goal 
is for you to understand how the world you live in is a chemical world.  
 
Grading:  Grades will generally be based on the following point system: 
   Assignment type Points  Percent Grade 
 
   Tests/Quzzes  100-200  50 
   Labs   20 – 200  25 
   Homework/  10 – 20   
   Classwork/  10 – 50  25 
   Summary/  10-20    
   Behavior 
   Extra Credit  1-20   NOT to exceed 4% of total grade 
 
Assignments will be assigned points as described on the scale above; however, your grade is calculated by 
category.  That is tests/quizzes are worth 50% of your grade, labs are worth 25%, etc…  
 
  A+ ≥  97   C+ ≥  77   F ≥  0  
  A ≥  93   C ≥  73 
  A- ≥  89   C- ≥  69 
  B+ ≥  87   D+ ≥  67 
  B ≥  83   D ≥  63 
  B- ≥  79   D- ≥  60   
 
Your grade will be posted online via Parent Portal ( http://pp.vusd.k12.ca.us/ ) and will be available 
immediately after I input them.  Please note that grades are not rounded.  If you do not earn at least an 
89% you will not receive an A-… These grading policies are subject to teacher discretion and may be 
changed if the teacher deems necessary & appropriate. 
 



It is expected that all homework is complete and ready to be turned in at the beginning of class; once the 
bell rings points will be deducted from the overall score for incomplete and/or missing work.  This means 
your work needs to be stapled, have your name on it, and be done, etc. by the time class starts. 
 
 
Group work will be a normal part of our class due to the nature of the subject.  I will expect students to help 
each other, collaborate, do labs together, and group projects; however, unless otherwise explicitly stated, all 
work to be turned in MUST BE YOUR OWN.  If any student is found to have the exact same work (or a 
close replica) as another, or previous, student you will both get the exact same grade --ZERO!  This means 
that plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstance.  Students will also be referred to the 
administration as outlined in your student handbook.  So be careful on who you let look at your work! 
 
Absences and Tardiness: It is your responsibility to be in class every day.  Chemistry is a hands on 
course that covers a lot of material.  It has been my experience that students whom miss class on a regular 
basis do not do well.  It is highly suggested that you exchange phone numbers with at least three other 
students in class and develop study groups.  Excused absences will be allowed to make-up work.  If one 
day is missed, you will be given one day to complete the work that was assigned during your absence; if 
two days are missed, you will be given two days to complete work assigned during your absence, etc…  If 
a test was assigned on the day you were absence you will be assigned an alternative test and will take it the 
day you return.  If your absence is unexcused you will not be able to make the work up and will receive a 
zero—this includes tests and projects.  Tardiness will result in no stamp on your homework and will be 
recorded on the school attendance sheet.  I expect students to be ON TIME every day.   
 
Make-up Work:   Work is due the day you return. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what you 
missed.  Assignments from previous classes will be available (usually on the web).  If you need additional 
time, and your absence was excused, let me know in advance and I will be happy to accommodate any 
reasonable request.  Any assignment given or handed in during an unexcused absence gets zero credit.   
Any assignment not completed in a timely fashion will not receive full credit.  Class work is not always 
able to be made up; if this is the case you will receive a zero on that assignment unless prior arrangements 
have been made. 
 
Student Conduct: a) Follow Vista H.S. policies. 
   b) Adhere to lab safety rules. 
   c) Be ready to learn. 
   d) Follow lab safety guidelines. 
 
Laboratories:  Lab activities are a major component of this course. This is your chance and privilege to see 
chemistry come to life.  Data collection, graphical analysis and other tasks may be done –and sometimes 
required to be done-- on computer.  Labs must be taken seriously at all times and safety shall never be 
compromised. Your safety contract must be completed BEFORE you begin your first lab.  Students, 
and therefore parents/guardians, are responsible for repairing or replacing any damaged equipment caused 
by the misuse, abuse, or other occurrence that leads to damaged equipment.  All completed labs should be 
kept in a three ring binder that is KEPT IN THE CLASSROOM.  All lab work should be collected in pen 
(INK). 
  
Homework: Homework will be checked for completeness and effort daily, but will only be collected and 
graded approximately once per unit of study (usually the day of the test or quiz).  This is done so students 
can study from homework or if necessary, complete it.  It is the STUDENTS RESPONSIBILIT to keep 
homework safe and organized until it is collected.  Homework should always be turned in the order 
designated by the instructor.  Your name should appear on each assignment along with a label that 
identifies the assignment.  Assignments that are not labeled or not in order will not be graded; student will 
receive a zero for the assignment.  Once collected, homework will be graded and returned to the student. 



Because homework will be checked for completion and effort, you will need to show all of the steps 
involved in the problem solving process. Essentially, going through the problem solving process carries 
more value that getting the correct answer.  If homework is incomplete before class starts, you can still earn 
70% credit by finishing the assignment before it is collected for grading.  Remember, copying work will 
result in a ZERO –even if stamped!  P.S. Your first extra-credit assignment due with your returned signed 
contract: list of 3-5 good chemistry jokes. (Worth up to 5 points). 
 
Class Web Page:  http://sites.google.com/site/oneillvhs  --Memorize this, save this, bookmark this, do 
what you must to keep this handy!  This will be a very useful resource throughout the year.  It contains 
class outlines, notes, homework assignments, review page links and much more. 
 
Need extra time or help? I am usually available every day during the Extended Learning Period (ELP) –
except during Outdoor Club Meetings. I am also on campus by 7:00 AM and stay until at least 3:00 PM.  I 
also check my email regularly until about 8:00 PM.  If this does not work for you, please schedule another 
time with me. We CAN work something out! Either way, arranging in advance increases your chances of 
finding me. 
 

What you need EVERY DAY: Pen, pencil, scientific calculator,  
lab book, 3 ring binder with paper and a chemistry section, a positive attitude, 
memory stick, an open mind, and good jokes –because mine aren’t... 
 
What will you get out of this class? A foundation in the basics of chemistry, problem solving skills, a 
review of math, and a sound understanding in the scientific process…  Ten years from now you most likely 
won’t remember much of the class content; however, the skills you learn about how to attack a new 
problem will stay with you. You will also be set up to make connections not only with other sciences, but 
with other subjects.  You may not believe it now, but you will find that this class will help you, no matter 
what you do in life.  Chemistry is everywhere!!! 
 
Overall, this class should be a lot of fun!  But it will require practice and repetition to master the content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The teacher reserves the right to modify and change procedures outlined in this syllabus as deemed 
necessary and/or appropriate.



ONLY return this page to your teacher on the SECOND DAY OF CLASS 
 
I have read and understand the policies and guidelines of the Physics Syllabus. 
 
Student’s Name _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student’s Signature ______________________________________________________ 
 
Student’s e-mail _________________________________________________________ 
   Print Legibly  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Name _________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent / Guardian Signature ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Home Phone Number ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent / Guardian Work Phone Number ____________________________________ 
 
 
Parent / Guardian e-mail __________________________________________________ 
    Print Legibly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teacher’s Name Traves O’Neill ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Teacher’s Signature _______________________________________________________ 
 


