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Dear NATC member, thanks to the large number of contributions you have all sent me, this is a bumper edition of the newsletter.  It has been 

interesting to learn about  the doings of so many clubs and to see that twinning is very much alive and active in Norfolk.  There are also some good 

ideas to add to our tourist venue directory.  Sadly, this edition, like the last two, has an obituary, this time of one of our most active members, Peter 

Oldman, who will be very much missed.    I hope as many of you as possible will come to our next meeting on Monday, 23rd September, at 

7.30pm in County Hall, Norwich.  This is also our AGM and as shown below it is an important one, as we shall have to elect a new Chairman as 

well as saying goodbye to Claire, who has given such good service for many years.                                                                   Penny Dossetor 

Undoubtedly the highlight of 2012-13 for Fakenham-Olivet Club 

was our visit to France in November for the 30th Anniversary of our 

twinning. Our French friends had lined up an impressive array of 

entertainments for us. The bus trip over was long and arduous but 

the welcome on arrival compensated handsomely. Despite typical 

November weather a petanque tournament followed by Goûter 

(afternoon tea) drew the crowds. Winners were Kit Price-Moss and 

René Medioni with runners-up Barbara Morrison and Marc Bonnet. 

The main event was a trip to beautiful Château de Chenonceau 

preceded by lunch in the luxurious Orangery. On the way we had 

visited the troglodyte caves at Bouré the home now of the pieds 

bleus mushroom. 

For our final night the Mayor, M Saury, hosted a grand champagne 

reception complete with a magnificent anniversary cake. There we 

were able to formally exchange greetings and good wishes for the 

future with Olivet and representatives from Bad Oldesloe, Olivet’s 

German twin town. We had commissioned special commemorative 

mugs designed by Kit Price-Moss for all our hosts and the Mayor of 

Olivet presented our Council with a fine bronze medallion to mark 

the occasion. 

This year sadly saw the deaths of two of our longest serving 

members, Val Tuck and Don Jones. We continue with our monthly 

events getting members together while boosting the funds for 

Olivet’s return visit here and hope that John and Claudie’s 

continued involvement in  club functions will offer support and be 

of some comfort to them. 

Susan Wynn  Chairman. 

New Chairman Needed! 

I am stepping down as NATC Chairman in September  and thought 

it might be helpful to do a brief ‘job description’ to encourage  

prospective candidates: it is not an onerous role by any means as 

Penny, like all secretaries of committees, does all the work!  I have 

2 main duties, (chairing 2 meetings a year and administering the 

block Public Liability insurance) and subsidiary duties of 

maintaining records of the finances in the Santander account and 

doing any correspondence arising out of items discussed at 

meetings. The NATC chair is also invited to attend the Norwich 

City Twinning meetings every quarter at City Hall. I have a well -

maintained folder of documents to hand over and would be very 

happy to explain any of the above in more detail to interested 

parties before the September meeting.  The best bits of the ‘job’ are 

meeting so many different, dedicated and interesting people and 

working with Penny, who is just fantastic behind the scenes. 

Please consider applying and if you are willing to do so ,  if 

possible arrange a proposer so that the formalities can be covered. 

Claire Alban   

Since the last newsletter we have sadly lost 
another dedicated twinner: Peter Oldman, and I 
would like to pay tribute to Peter from an NATC 
perspective. 

Peter who was only 64, was instrumental in the launch of the 
Aylsham link with La Chaussée Saint Victor in 2000 and was  
one of the major driving forces behind its success right  up to 
his sudden death in January. He and his wife Julie were loyal 
supporters of the NATC and it was Peter who introduced me 
to the newly formed NATC and persuaded me to take on the 
role of secretary in the early days of the Association. Peter 
attended meetings regularly, always contributing calmly to 
debates and discussion with gentle humour and good sense. 
He was very generous with his time in support of the 

Association and for a number of years 
organized the walks we took part in to raise 
funds for our own associations and local 
charities: he and Julie would find, and test, 
suitable routes and Peter would organize 
directions, find nice pubs for lunches and do all the 
paperwork connected with the sponsorship. In excess of 
£13000 was raised over the years for charities such as the 
RNLI, East Coast Truckers and Break, and many of us have 
enjoyed sociable Sundays walking in some beautiful 
countryside across the county. I feel privileged to have known 
Peter: a fitting legacy would surely be a flourishing twinning 
movement in Norfolk. 

Claire Alban   

Peter Oldman 

Fakenham-Olivet Twinning Club 
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At the beginning of July a group of 52 

strong from our German Partnership 

visited Sheringham for a 5 night stay. 

Most travelled by coach but a group of 8 

cycled to Sheringham. 

At the Civic Welcome reception the 

visitors presented the town of Sheringham 

with two local apple trees which were 

then decorated with paper apple shapes 

each being signed by hosts and their 

guests. 

Following this the guests were shown 

round the old lifeboat and shell museums 

before meeting the arrival of the cyclists 

as they entered the town from Harwich.  

During the afternoon a trip to Blakeney 

Point to see the seals with shore landing 

was much enjoyed and is always a 

favourite visit. 

During the rest of the visit the programme 

included a trip on the Mississippi Paddle 

Boat from Horning followed by a pub 

lunch at Coltishall, a visit to Sandringham 

House and Gardens and an evening hog 

roast with concert by our local 

Shantymen. We also arranged an 

afternoon of bowling when finding the 

bias proved more than a little difficult, 

followed by a country and coast walk 

back to town through Sheringham Park 

and over the Golf Course. For the 

teenagers a game of rounders was the 

highlight for their day.  

On the last day of their visit our German 

friends had plenty to do on their free day 

in Sheringham as it was the Annual Potty 

Festival weekend with nearly 40 sides of 

Morris Dancers dancing through the 

streets The ever popular St Andrew’s 

Church Flower Festival was also taking 

place. 

A final night party of fun dancing was 

organised at Sheringham’s New 

Community Centre and then it was a very 

early start next morning to bid our 

farewells. 

We now look forward to our return visit 

to Otterndorf next year at the end of 

August. 

Twinning Visit to Sheringham from Otterndorf 

(Officially Twinned in 1987) 
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On the afternoon of Friday 24th May 2013 

twenty-nine members of the Heacham and 

Criteuil-la-Magdeleine Twinning Associa-

tion arrived at their destination - Le Logis 

du Paradis - to be greeted by a warm 

reception from their hosts at the start of 

their third visit to the Cognac region of 

France.  Old friendships were renewed and 

everyone enjoyed glasses of punch, wine 

and the local speciality Pineau de Charente 

kindly supplied by Nick Brimblecombe and 

his wife Sally who is the Chairman of the 

French twinning club.     

The following morning we all met at 

outside the village “Salle des Fêtes” in 

Criteuil and set off for Napres a small 

commune of the village of St Preuil which 

was one of the overnight refuges for Major 

“Blondie” Hasler and Marine Bill Sparks, 

the only two surviving Cockle Shell Heroes 

on their journey from Bordeaux to safety in 

Spain in December 1942.  We were able to 

see inside the “one up-one down” cottage 

where they were sheltered and fed. An 

excellent account of their mission and 

escape can be read in the book by Paddy 

Ashdown called “A Brilliant Little 

Operation”  After the visit to the cottage 

several of us walked part of their route 

along the paths through the vineyards and 

could only imagine what their hazardous 

journey must have been like in mid-winter 

in the freezing weather with the enemy all 

around.  This was followed by aperitifs and 

a picnic lunch in the village hall in St Preuil 

and either a game of boules or a two hour 

walk around the village to see the old 

Fontaines and Lavoirs. 

That evening we all went with our hosts to 

the Official reception in the “Salle des 

Fêtes” hosted by the Mayor Michel 

Fougère. Once again the evening started 

with aperitifs after which everyone sat 

down to an excellent dinner followed by 

speeches and dancing to a local entertainer.    

We eventually retired to bed in the early 

hours of Sunday morning tired but happy. 

Sunday was a “free day” spent with the 

individual hosts. 

On early Monday morning we again met at 

La Place in Criteuil village to catch the 

coach to take us to Rochefort – a former 

important Vauban fortified naval port on 

the Charente estuary. Here we split into two 

groups. We visited the Corderie Royale 

(Rope Walk) which was commissioned by 

Louis XIV between 1666 and 1669 and was 

at the time the longest building in Europe.   

Here we had a demonstration of how ropes 

were made.  Production ceased in 1867 and 

the building was destroyed by the 

occupying German forces during the 2nd 

World War but after being abandoned for 

twenty years was restored as a tourist 

attraction.  Our second visit was to see the 

Hermione – a reconstruction which started 

in 1997 of the frigate in which the French 

adventurer Le Marquis de La Fayette sailed 

across the Atlantic to join the American 

insurgents in the struggle for their 

independence in 1780.  Once completed this 

vessel will again sail across to America in 

commemoration of that voyage. 

After an excellent lunch “en plein air” at Le 

Galion restaurant we went to Brouage for 

the afternoon.  Another former Vauban 

fortified port which is now situated several 

kilometres inland.  This town was built in 

1555 and was the birthplace of Samuel 

Champlain who went on to found the 

settlement of Quebec in Canada. In the 

church can be found a very interesting 

exhibition relating to this. After being a 

flourishing salt making centre in the 17th 

century the sea receded and the town 

became a store for gunpowder and 

munitions until the last soldiers left in 1885.    

The restoration began in 1980 and is now a 

tourist attraction with its ramparts, 

boutiques and cafés.    

On Tuesday 28th May we visited the small 

town of Villebois Lavalette where we had 

another picnic lunch in the ancient covered 

market place.  On the way we stopped to 

see the Château de la Mercerie.  Known as 

the “Versailles” of the Charente it is a large 

folly built by the two Rethoré brothers 

between 1947 and 1970 but never finished.   

The impressive façade which is only one 

room deep is some 200 metres long and can 

be seen from miles around.  Unfortunately 

there was not time to look inside to see 

some extraordinary murals which adorn the 

walls. 

After lunch we had a guided tour round the 

town and up to the Château which at one 

time was the seat of the Duc d’Epernon 

who became governor of the region in 

1587during the reign of Henry III.  Several 

kings of France have stayed at the Château 

including Louis XIII on his way to Spain to 

marry the Infanta of Spain. There are 

excellent views from the Château with the 

Dordogne region in the distance to the 

south. 

This being the final day of our visit we 

mustered in the Salle des Fêtes that evening 

for even more aperitifs and to say our final 

goodbyes to our friends.  We departed by 

our various ways – car, train or plane - the 

next morning, feeling perhaps a little 

exhausted after such an eventful weekend 

and sad to say “au revoir” to our hosts but 

none the less extremely content with the 

way our “petit séjour” had gone despite the 

weather.  We are now planning for and 

looking forward to the visit to Heacham 

next July of our friends from Criteuil-la-

Magdeleine in the hope that their visit here 

will be as enjoyable as our visit there. 

 

Heacham & Criteuil-la-Magdeleine 

Twinning Association 
VISIT TO CRITEUIL-LA-MAGDELEINE MAY 2013  

On one day in May we enjoyed a surprise 

visit by friends from two of our twin towns, 

Madzia Hankus from Skawina (Poland) and 

Rüdiger Winkler from Hurth (Germany). 

Their whistle-stop tour of Thetford included 

a meeting in the Kings’ House with our 

Mayor, town clerk and town manager at 

which Madzia delivered an invitation from  

Skawina to attend their 2014 celebrations to 

commemorate their foundation as a town.  It 

was a day of renewing friendships, eating, 

laughing and talking together in good 

twinning spirit. This was Madzias’ first time 

in Thetford and my lasting memory is of her 

cheerfully braving the cold and wet weather 

to view  our historic sights. 

In July three of our members received a 

warm welcome and had a great day at the 

Downham Market Twinning Club Jazz 

Picnic. 

Individual members have visited long-

standing friends made through twinning in 

both Les Ulis ( France ) and Hurth.  This 

Autumn some members and Thetford Town 

Council representatives are visiting Hurth to 

celebrate the anniversary of Hurth’s twinning 

with Argelès sur Mer. 

Then in early December 15 members travel 

to Brussels for four days to have a tour of the 

European Parliament, Parlamentarium and 

EU Commission, plus of course sightseeing, 

the Christmas Market and shopping. 

Margaret Ince  Secretary 

Thetford Twinning Association 
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Ten members visited Dereham's French twin 

town, Caudebec-Lès-Elbeuf to participate in 

the town's Renaissance Fair during the 

weekend of 4th and 5th May.  Seven 

Dereham members enacted the roles of 

historical English characters of the period 

and presented a display describing their 

place in English Renaissance history and, 

where appropriate, their connections with 

Norfolk.  In the evening the Dereham 

members, together with members of 

Caudebec's other twin towns from Germany, 

Italy and the Czech Republic and 150 local 

people, enjoyed a typical meal with music 

and dancing of the period.  Several members 

also stayed in Caudebec to take part in the 

town's act of remembrance on May 8th, 

marking the end of World War Two in 

Europe.  Members of the group also visited 

one of the town's colleges and attended an 

English lesson in which the Caudebec 

students presented their dossiers prepared as 

a result of a visit to Dereham in March this 

year. 

Dereham members will attend two other 

events later in this year, and a visit from the 

Caudebec group is planned for October.   

 

Next year marks the tenth anniversary of the 

signing of the twinning charter between the 

towns. 

Downham Market Twinning Club 

At the end of July we welcomed 41 visitors, including eight 

children, from Civray to Downham Market for a week. We had 

several first time visitors, and for us also some were hosting for the 

first time. A programme arranged by the committee included visits 

to The Pumping Station at Prickwillow, Shropshires Mushroom 

farm, a trip to Melton Mowbray, Holt and Felbrigg Hall. As well as 

a reception by Downham Market Town Council, we were also 

welcomed by The Borough Mayor in King's Lynn Town Hall which 

included a guided tour of the Regalia Rooms and an opportunity to 

visit the Gaol House. A quiz evening, dinner/dance and Hog Roast 

completed the programme. There was also free time to entertain. For 

a full report and photos visit our website www.dmtwinningclub.org.uk/ 

Dereham and Caudebec Twinning Association 

With our visit to France now well behind us 

we can reflect on the very successful 

concert in St. Lubin, the parish church of 

Rambouillet, and the enjoyable weekend. 

The volume and quality of sound produced 

by the massed choirs, 5 towns represented, 

4 of whom are twinned with Rambouillet, 

was amazing and was enjoyed by all; the 

church was so full latecomers had difficulty 

finding seats! 

Sadly, the trip was not as well supported as 

previous visits but the extra day (for choir 

rehearsals) was put to good use and it did 

enable us all to spend a day at the Palace of 

Versailles where we enjoyed the gardens, 

the fountains, the music and the picnics 

provided by our hosts.   

The gala dinner on Saturday was an 

amazing accomplishment by the caterers; 

420 guests were served with a three course 

meal and due to long periods between 

courses the youth council provided 

entertainment in the form of a quiz and a 

song from each nation to be sung by that 

nation’s guests.  For some obscure reason 

they chose “My bonny lies over the ocean” 

for us, which was well received being lively 

and easy to sing.  John Stephens, Director 

of Music at The Minster Church of St. 

Nicholas, conducted and it went with a 

swing. 

Great Yarmouth-Rambouillet Twinning Club 

In August twenty-two members of the Sheringham/Muzillac 

Twinning Association travelled to Muzillac in Brittany. The 

journey by coach and train was organised by Stuart Meakin in 

his usual quiet, efficient manner. Careful pairing of hosts and 

guests, as well as a balanced programme, ensured it was a great 

success and, according to the Chairman, Hugh Bradbury, was 

the best of all five visits so far.  Doug Smith, Mayor of 

Sheringham, was presented with a Muzillac town medal and 

books on the local area by their Mayor, Jo Brohan. 

The programme included visits to The Resistance Museum at 

Saint Marcel, the fascinating collection at Lizio of working 

models made from scrap metal which were powered by solar 

and wind power. All these were created by a poet who "Doesn't 

ask for the moon, only a few stars". A day trip to Quimper 

included a 'tasting' at a biscuit factory. A visit to a local oyster 

farm challenged the chairman's French when acting as 

interpreter! 

Evening entertainment included a 'bring and share', a pancake 

evening and plenty of singing and dancing. 

We are now planning the return visit next summer. 

Sheringham-Muzillac Twinning Association 
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Cromer has just experienced its annual 

Cromer Carnival, which is popular 

throughout Norfolk and beyond. 

This year, for the first time, the Cromer 

Twinning Association invited its 

European partners to come and see first 

hand what our Carnival is like, having 

heard so much from us in past years.  

Obviously we were a little cautious when 

considering the hosting aspect, bearing in 

mind that many families in the Cromer 

area have family visitors staying with 

them, and hotel and guesthouse bookings 

are at a premium, but nevertheless we 

went ahead and we welcomed in total 

eighty visitors from our twin towns of 

Nidda (Hessen) and Crest (Drôme), as 

well as receiving four visitors from the 

Italian town  of Ponte San Nicolo 

(Padova near Venice). Ponte San Nicolo 

is also twinned with Crest, and it is 

certain that Cromer will form a friendship 

link with this town. 

We specifically did not organise any 

functions or visits for our guests, and 

they were free to do and see what they 

wished to.  However, the Town Mayor, 

Cllr David Pritchard, did welcome them 

officially under our three flagpoles on the 

sea front.  Part of the group from Crest 

consisted of 24 young senior school 

students with three teachers, and there 

were seven young people from Nidda.    

Our German friends had thought they 

would take their bus to Norwich on the 

Wednesday morning for a bit of 

sightseeing and shopping, although we 

felt it ambitious.  However, on the way 

out of Cromer, the bus drivers saw the 

volume of traffic coming the other way, 

decided that it was not a good thing to do, 

so turned around and came back. 

On the Thursday, a visit to Morston and 

the Seals was undertaken and thoroughly 

enjoyed by all who went. In the evening 

we held the only organised event which 

was high tea in the Cromer Community 

Hall for all the visitors and gifts were 

exchanged. This was followed by the 

spectacular Fireworks on the Cliff top on 

Runton Road, which was a grand finale 

for our visitors. 

As an aside, I know there are few people 

who know that there are two wartime 

graves in the churchyard in Overstrand.  

These are of two German Sailors, who 

were washed up on Overstrand beach and 

remain unidentified despite a thorough 

search of wartime records of losses off 

our coast. Our colleagues from Nidda 

visited the graves and have granted a 

small dowry to maintain the graves for 

the next ten years.  A wreath was also 

placed by Georg Wegner, Chairman of 

Nidda Association, on the graves in 

Sheringham Cemetery of former Cromer 

Town Mayor and Leader of North 

Norfolk District Council, Keith Johnson 

and his wife, Andrea.  Keith and Andrea 

were members of the Twinning 

Association and had visited Nidda several 

times 

Comments were made to the effect that 

the inclusion of so many young people 

would only serve to help the idea of the 

future of town twinning and working 

together as European communities. 

Tony Nash    

Cromer Twinning Association 

The highlight of the year for the King’s Lynn Club was their visit to 

Emmerich at the end of May.  This year marked the 35th 

anniversary of the Club’s foundation, which had come about on the 

English side at the inspiration of the founding chairman, Eddie 

Edgley.  He had been a prisoner of war in Germany and was 

determined that such a war should not happen again.  He felt that 

twining might be a way to prevent it. 

The current chairman, Penny Harrison, writes: 

“During the long weekend the hosts treated their guests to a 
delightful reception which included a supper and music in the 
theatre. The guests were welcomed officially by the 
Emmerich Chairman, Brita Weber, and I replied, both of us 
speaking in English and German, which was a bit daunting. 

A further reception was held before the guests returned when 
members were the guests of the Bürgermeister, Herr 
Johannes Diks, who spoke warmly about the enduring 
special relationship between the two towns. This was 
endorsed by both Chairmen. 

On the trip were some members who had actually been on 
that first trip 35 years ago and who stayed with the same 
hosts they had always stayed with in the intervening years. 

To mark the event the Emmerich club presented certificates 
to all members of both clubs who had been members since 
the beginning of the twinning along with replica seals of 
Emmerich  

There were several members of the Kings Lynn club who had 
been on the first trip and who are still members of the club 
but who for various reasons had not been able to visit 
Emmerich on this occasion. I brought their certificates and 
gifts back to Lynn with me and they were then presented to 
them by the President of the Club, the Mayor of Kings Lynn 
and West Norfolk, Cllr Elizabeth Watson at a small ceremony 
in the Town Hall. [see picture below] 

The members of the Kings Lynn club are very much looking 
to a further celebration of the long established twinning with 
Emmerich when our friends from Germany visit us next 
June.” 

King’s Lynn-Emmerich Twinning Club 



Further information sources about twinning in Norfolk and the U.K. 

 NATC: Chairman:   Claire Alban    �01263 732357   clairealban@hotmail.com 

 Secretary:    Penny Dossetor      �01553 674022   penndoss@btinternet.com 

County Council website: www.norfolk.gov.uk From the A-Z directory, look under T for twinning and follow links for twin towns.  

The U.K. Town Twinning Portal: www.towntwinning.org.uk 
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Watton Twinning Association have had three 

events in the past three months.  In June we had 

a Cream Tea Afternoon with a Quiz and Raffle. 

 

In July we had a Glitz & Bling Evening with a 

3 Course Meal and Live Music.  Most members 

dressed up in evening wear and wore some 

bling and it was a very enjoyable evening. 

 

 

 

 

From August 30th 

until September 

3rd our Town 

Mayor and Con-

sort joined us on a 

visit to our twin 

town Weeze in 

Germany for 

Kirmes. This is a 

yearly four day 

long festival and 

every year is or-

ganised by a town club; this year it was the 

Music Club and next year it will be the Scouts.  

During this time there is a Churches Together 

Service held in the Catholic Church with a lot 

of official speeches, music, singing, dancing 

and entertainment for adults and children held 

inside a huge marquee.  Outside there are pro-

cessions right around the town accompanied by 

three marching bands and sixty four clubs all 

dressed in traditional costumes of their particu-

lar club. They range from Kindergarden chil-

dren, Football clubs from the age of four to 

adult, dog clubs, Hunters on beautiful horses, 

Shooting clubs, Young and Old Farmers clubs 

etc.  On the last night of the celebrations they 

burn a life size dressed up doll on a very large 

bonfire (similar to our Guy Fawkes Night).  

There is also a fairground and lots and lots of 

delicious food stalls.  It really is a wonderful 

celebration and well worth going to if only 

once.  

 

We also visited to pay our respects, the grave of 

a very fine past chairperson Marianne Mees of 

the Weeze Partnerschaft who died earlier this 

year. 

Due to a problem with road closure in June our 

Carnival is being held on 29th September, very 

late this year.   As usual Watton Twinning will 

be arranging and dressing  the Carnival Princess 

and her six attendants as well as having three 

game stalls and a PR stall.  

In October we are having a Curry Nite, which 

will consist of three courses and bring your own 

drink. 

In November we shall be having a fireworks 

Evening at the home of one of our members.  

Sheila and Nigel hold this event for us every 

year; everyone brings one decent firework and 

they make lovely home made soup with French 

bread, jacket potatoes and very tasty fillings. 

They also have a huge bonfire.  Whatever the 

weather it is always a really super evening. 

Apart from committee meetings in between 

these events that is everything happening with 

us this year and we shall soon be planning for 

next year. 

Watton Twinning Association 

The NNKFA has had a busy summer with outings, visits and a 

photographic exhibition.  Below are some edited highlights from 

the latest edition of their Kontakt newsletter. 

Summer Outing to the Transport Museum at Carlton Colville 

and Aldeburgh. 

The visit to the Transport Museum, which is run entirely by 

volunteers, included rides on old trams and trolley buses and 

invoked childhood memories amongst many of the participants.  

The museums, one of which was itself in an old tram, had a very 

wide and fascinating range of transport related items.  The 

subsequent visit to Aldeburgh was interrupted by a heavy 

rainstorm, but saved by soup in a delicatessen, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Visit from Koblenz 

At the beginning of May Norwich Rotary Club received a visit from 

their twinned Rotary Club Koblenz Ehrenbreitstein and laid on a 

packed programme of cultural and sightseeing events. 

Photographic Exhibition at Dragon Hall 

As there was not room for all the photos entered for the Norwich & 

District Photographic Society in the Hostry of Norwich Cathedral, a 

separate exhibition of all the photos sent by the Foto Club Koblenz 

was mounted at Dragon Hall at the suggestion of Waltraud Jarrold. 

Second Charity Cycle /Ride from Koblenz to Norwich 

Two cyclists from Norwich cycled the 525 miles from Koblenz 

back to Norwich over five days at the beginning of July and arrived 

home in time to be welcomed by the Lord Mayor during the annual 

fundraising Duck Race organised by the Scouts. 

NORFOLK & NORWICH/KOBLENZ FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION 


