
 

French Trip to Old Catton 2014 

We met up with our French friends from 

Lavaré at a welcome drink on Wednesday 

28th May, before they went off with their hosts 

for the evening and a well earned rest from 

travelling. 

The next day saw an early departure from the 

Recreation Ground Car Park, en route for The 

English Whisky Company Distillery near 

Attleborough. Richard had prepared a 

translation of the pre-tour video and also of 

the tour itself, which was much appreciated. 

And the Whisky tasting went down especially 

well with quite a few bottles bought to take 

back to France. 

The picnic lunch was in Bury St Edmunds at a 

lovely and very well appointed community 

centre, which was all decked out in flags from 

across the world, ready for the football World 

Cup. A great atmosphere, perhaps due in part 

to the fact that the bar was also open for 

drinks and coffees. 

Then it was on to Bury St Edmunds town 

centre where the rain managed to stay away 

and the afternoon was mostly sunny. First we 

visited St Edmundsbury Cathedral and then 

had a stroll around the beautiful and peaceful 

Cathedral Gardens, others went shopping. 

We left around 4pm to head back to Old 

Catton for an evening with hosts. 

Friday morning started with a visit to 

Davenports Magic Kingdom and magic show. 

Great for the French kids and the older kids 

among us! VERY well received. Lunch was in 

the centre of North Walsham and then in the 

afternoon, we moved on to the museum of the 

broads. The weather was really great, with a 

lovely sunny afternoon which meant that the 

group wasn't too interested in the museum, 

preferring instead to sit quietly in a very 

tranquil setting chatting and in many cases 

having a quiet afternoon snooze. A great time 

for old and new friends to chill out together. 

The Soirée started at 7pm on Friday evening 

at the Hellesdon Community Hall with 75 

attending. Tresal Catering provided all the set-

up, food and clear-up. The food was fantastic 

and the French were very complimentary. 

Good French wine also helped the evening 

flow smoothly! There were the usual 

speeches and exchange of presents and it 

was very clear from all present that the bond 

between the two communities remains as 

strong as ever. 

As Chairman, I personally thank all of you 

who were involved in some way, from work on 

the committee to hosting our friends from 

Lavaré. I received a very heartfelt phone call 

on the Monday morning from Nicolas (The 

French Mayor) to say that they had all arrived 

safely back in Lavaré on the Sunday evening 

and thanking us for a wonderful time. 

A lot of fun was had by all, and if you are from 

Old Catton and the surrounding area, and you 

would like to put some Va Va Voom in your 

social life, then please pick up the phone and 

chat with us. I can promise you that we don't 

bite! I can also promise you that members of 

the Old Catton Twinning Association have a 

LOT of fun! 

Join us next year in May 2015 when we make 

the trip back to Lavaré in France. 

Notice for AGM:  

The Old Catton Twinning AGM will be held 

on Friday 11 July 2014 at 7.30pm in The 

Pavilion at the Recreation Ground on Church 

Street, Old Catton. 

Business will be followed with a glass of wine 

& nibbles. 
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